Jacob Gould Schurman an Vaihinger, Berlin, 27.2.1926, 2 S., Ts. mit eU (in schwarzer Tinte), Briefkopf
(Prigung) links Wappen der Vereinigten Staaten von Amerika (Vorderseite, mit Adler), rechts Schriftzug
EMBASSY OF THE | UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, Staats- und Universitdtsbibliothek Bremen,
Aut. XXIII, 5 s

Berlin, February 27, 1926.
My dear Geheimrat Vaihinger:

I received, in due course, your very interesting letter* with regard to the Kant Society and thought
at first that, instead of writing a reply, I might be able to call on you personally. I now find, however,
that there is no prospect of carrying out this hope, which I mention only in order that you may
understand the reason for my delay in writing you.

I congratulate you very cordially on the good work you have done in building up the Kant
Gesellschaft. It has become such an important world-wide organization and is exercising such a
marked philosophical influence that I trust even the depressed economic and financial conditions
now prevailing in so many countries, including Germany, will not injure it seriously or permanently.
Your own great generosity towards it in the past furnishes an inspiring example for others at the
present time and cannot fail to have a beneficent effect.” |

Your personal® references in the last paragraph recall days when I had much more to do with
philosophy than I had subsequently. I have spent over a quarter of a century as president of a great
university? and while dealing with a faculty of hundreds and with thousands of students, the work
of my office was nevertheless essentially that of an administrator and chief executive; not that
of a teacher and investigator. I have also spent a number of years in the diplomatic service, both
in Europe and Asia. Nevertheless, I have the liveliest recollection and appreciation of your early
writings on Kant, which you have since so fruitfully continued.

I do not know whether you are aware that Professor Creighton, to whom you refer, who was one
of my best students and dearest friends, died in the summer of 1924.*

May I express to you my sympathy with you in the loss of your property and the still greater
affliction of failing eyesight,* which has now ended in blindness. The vitality of your intellectual
interests must be a great solace to you as it certainly evinces an heroic® courage which I profoundly
admire.

With most cordial greetings, I remain Very sincerely yours,

Jacob Gould Schurman

Anmerkungen

1 your very interesting letter] nicht ermittelt

a effect.] darunter Kustode: Your; links daneben: Herrn | Professor Dr. Hans Vaihinger, | Halle a. S., | Reichardstr.
15.

b Your personal] am Kopf der Seite nach Blattwechsel Nummerierung: — 2 — (die Riickseite des ersten Blattes ist
unbeschrieben)

¢ an heroic] so wortlich
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2 president of a great university ] Schurman war 1892-1920 Prdisident der Cornell University, Ithaca, New York
(WBIS).

3 Ido not ... summer of 1924.] die Kant-Studien melden Creightons Tod mit Datum vom 8.10.1924, vgl. die
Mitteilung Frank Tillys in: Kant-Studien 30 (1925), S. 258-259, hier S. 258.

4 the loss ... eyesight] Vaihinger hatte bereits am 10.2.1906 ein Emeritierungsgesuch wegen zunehmender
Erblindung gestellt und 1920 nach Vermdgensverlust seine Privatbibliothek verkauft, vgl. den Abschnitt Chronik
biographischer Daten.



