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32 IHE ADVENTURES OF CAPTAIN AVERY.

count of the other two sloops. Deceiving themselves in
the ;supposition that Avery had outsailed them during the
niglit, they held on their course to the place of rendez-
veus 5 but, arriving there, to their sad disappointment no
ship appeared. It was now necessary for them to consult
what was most proper to do in their desperate circumstan-
ces. Their provisions were nearly exhausted, and both
fish and fowl were to be found on shore, yet they were
destitute of salt to cure them. As they could not subsist
at sea without salt provisions, they resoived to form an es-
tablishment upon land. Accordingly making tents of the
sails, and using the other materials of the sloops for what
purposes they could serve, they encamped upon the shore.
[t was also a fortunate circumstance, that they had plenty
of ammunition and small arms. Here they met with some
of their countrymen ; and as the digression is short, we
will inform our readers how they came to inhabit this
place.

Captain George Dew, and Thomas Tew, had received a
commission from the Governor of Bermudafo sail for the
river Gambia, in Africa, that, with the assf€tance of the
Royal African Company, they might seize the Erench Fac-
tory situated upon that coast. Dew, in a violent storm,
not only sprang a mast, but lost sight of his companion.
Upon this he returned to refit. Instead of proceeding in
his voyage, Tew made towards the Cape of Good Hope,
doubled that cape, and sailed for the straits of Babel-Man-
del. There he met with a large ship richly laden comin
from the Indies, and bound for Arabia. Though she had
on board three hundred soldiers, besides seamen, yet Tew
had the courage to attack her, and soon made her his
prize. It is reported, that by this one prize every man
shared near thiée thousand pounds. Informed by the
prisoners that five other ships were to pass that way, Tew
would have attacked them, but was prevented by the re-
monstrances of his quarter-master and others. 'This dif-
ference of opinion terminated in a resolution to abandon
the sea, and to settle on some convenient spot on shore ;
and the island of Madagascar was chosen. Tew, however,
and a few others, in a short time went for Rhode Island,
and obtained a pardon,




PLOT OF THE NEGROES. 33

The natives of Madagascar are negroes, but differ from
those of Guinea in the Iength of their hair dﬂd in the black-
ness of their complexion. They are divided into small na-
tions, each governed by its own prince, who carry on a
continual war upon each other. The prisoners taken in
war are either rendered slaves to the conquerors, sold, or
slain, according to pleasure. When the pirates first set-
tled among tht,m their alliance was much courted by these
princes, and those whom they joined were always sucecess-
ful in their wars, the natives being ignorant of the use of
fire-arms. Such terror did they carry along with them,
that the very appearance of a few pirates in an army would
have put the opposing force to flight.

By these means they in a little time became very formi-
dable. and the prisoners whom they took in war they em-
ployed in cultivating the ground, and the most beautiful of
the women they married ; nor were they contented with
one, but married as many as they could conveniently main-
tain. The natural result was, that they separated, each
choosing a cofvenient place for himself, where he lived in
a princely tyl€, surrounded by his wives, slaves and de-
pendants. Nor was it long before jarring interests exci-
ted them also to draw the sword against each other, and
they appeared at the head of their respective forces in the
field of battle. In these civil wars their number and
strength were greatly lessened.

The servant, exalted to the condition of a master, gen-
erally becomes a tyrant. These pirates, unexpected]y el-
evated to the dignity of petty princes, used their power
with the most wanton barbarity. The punishment of the
very least offence was to be tied to a tree, and instantly
shot through the head. The negroes, at length, exaspera-
ted by continued oppression, formed the @&fermination of
extirpating them in one night; nor was it a difficult matter
to accomplish this, since thny were now so much divided
both in affection and residence. Fortunately, however,
for them, a negro woman, who was partial to them, ran
twenty miles in three hours, and warning them of thur
danger, they were united and in arms to oppose the ne-
groea befnre the latter had assembled. 'This narrow escape
made them more cautious, and induced them to adopt the
following system of policy :—
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