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{ATE gave the Word; the cruel arrow {ped;
And Pork lies number’d with the mighty
Dead !

Refign’d he fell ; {fuperior to the dart,

TRat quench’d its rage in YouRs and BRITAIN’S
Heart :

You mourn: but BriTa IN, lull’d in reft profound
(Unconfcious Britain 1) flumbers o’er her wound.

Exulting Dulnefs ey’d the fetting Light,
L= el L= o

»

And flapp’d her wing, impatient for the Night:

Rouz'd at the fignal, Guilt colle@s her train

Ll
And counts the Triumphs of her growing Reign:
With inextinguifhable rage they burn ; 11
And Snake-hung Exvy hiffes o’er his Urn:
Th’ envenom’d Monfter fpit their deadly foam,
To blaft the Laurel that furrounds his Tomb,
But You, O WarrurTON! whofe eye refin’d
Can fee the greatnefs of an honeft mind ;

a 2
a2
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ESSAY WON: SATAERE.

Can {ee each Virtue and each Grace unite,

And tafte the Raptures of a pure Ddight;

You vifit oft his awful Page with Ca

And view that bright Affemblage t1'cz1ﬁ_1::‘d there ;
You trace the Chain that links his deep Defign,
And pour new Luftre on the glowing Line.

a Mufe

Yet deign to hear the efforts of

Whofe eye, not wing, his ardent flight purfues;
Intent from this great Archetype to draw 23
SATIRE’s bright Form, and fix her equal Law;
Pleas’d if from hence th’unlearn’d may comprehend,

And revrence His and SaTIRE’s gen’rous End.

In ev’ry Breaft there burns an active flame,
The Love of Glory, or the Dread of Shame: 30
The Paflion OnEg, tho' various 1t appear,

As briﬂhtm’-;'i into Hope, or dimm’d by Fear.

The lifping Infant, and the hoary Sire,

And Youth and Manhood feel the heart-born fire ;

The Charms of Praife the Coy, the Modeft wooe,

o

-

And only fly, that Glory ma y purfue : 36

She, Pow'r lcﬁ ftlefs, rules thc wife and great ;
1

Bends ev’n reluGant Hermits at her feet ;




ESSAY ON SATIRE. vil
Haunts the proud City, and the lowly Shade,

4

And fways alike the Scepter and the Spade. 40

Thus Heav'n in Pity wakes the friendly Flame,
To urge Mankind on Deeds that merit Fame;:
But Man, vain Man, in folly only wife,

Rejects the Manna fent him from the Skies:
With rapture hears corrupted Paffion’s call, 435
Still proudly prone to mingle with the {tall.

As each deceitful fhadow tempts his view,

He for the 7mag’d Subftance quits the #rue;
Eager to catch the vifionary Prize,

In queft of Glory plunges deep in Vice; 50
Till madly zealous, impotently vain,

He forfeits ev’ry ;‘i‘-.-aiil: he pants to f-“hir],

Thus ftill imperious NAaTURrE plies her part ;
And ftill her Dic tlth vork in ev'ry heart.
Each Pow’r that fov’reign Nature bids enjoy, 5§
Man may corrupt, but Man can ne’er deftroy.
Like mighty rivers, with refiftle {s force
The Paffions rage, obftrued in their courfe;
Swell to new heights, forbidden paths explore,
And drown thofe Virtues which they fed before.

a4
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Vil ESSAY ON SATIRE.

And fure, the deadlieft Foe to Virtue’s flame,
Our worft of Evils, is perverted Shame.
Beneath this load what abje& numbers groan,
Th’ entangled Slaves to folly not their own !
Meanly by fathionable fear oppre(s’d, 635
We feck our Virtues in each other’s breaft ;
Blind to ourfelves, adopt each foreign Vice,
Another’s weaknefs, int’reft, or caprice.
Each Fool to low Ambition, poorly great,
That pines in {plendid wretchednefs of ftate, 70
Tir'd in the treach’rous Chafe, would nobly yield,
And but for Shame, like Syrra, quit the field:
The Dzmon Shame paints ftrong the ridicule,
And whifpers clofe, “ the World wiil call you Fool.”

Behold, yon Wretch, by impious fafthion driv’n,
Believes and trembles while he {coffs at Heav’n.
Bv weaknefs {trone, and bold thro’ fear alone

J o )
He dreads the {neer by fhallow Coxcombs thrown ;
Dauntlefs purfues the path S#noza trod -

¥ £ 3
To Man a Coward, and a Brave to God. 80

ImiTATIONS.
VEeR. 80. 7o Man a Coward, ete. ]
Vois tu ce Libertin en public intrepide,
= ) o oL 2
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ESSAYON SATIRE. 1X

Faith, Juftice, Heav’n itfelf now quit their hold,
When to falfe Fame the captiv’d heart is fold:
Hence, blind to truth, relentlefs Cafo dy’d ;
Nought could fubdue his Virtue, but his Pride.
Hence chafte Lucretia’s Innocence betrayd 83
Fell by that Honour which was meant its aid.
Thus Virtue finks beneath unnumber’d woes,

When Paffions, born her friends, revolt her foes.

Hence SATIRE's pow'r: “Tis her corrective part,
To calm the wild diforders of the heart. ole)
She points the arduous height where Glory lies,
And teaches mad Ambition to be wife :

In the dark bofom wakes the fair defire,

Draws cood from ill, a brichter flame from fire :
E_q ? o) >
Strips black Oppreffion of her gay difguife, g3

And bids the Hae in native horror rife:
> >

Strikes tow’ring Pride and lawlefs Rapine dead,

And pkmts the wreath on Virtue’s awful head.

Nor boafts the Mufe a vain imagin’d Powr,
T ho’ oft the mourn thofe ills the cannot cure. 100

IMmiTaTIONS,
Il aroit embrafler la Verité, qu'il woit ;
Mais de f[es faux Amis il craint la Raillerie,
Et ne brave ainfi Dieu gue par Poltromnerie.
Boireau, Ep. iii
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X ESSAY ONSATIRE.

The Worthy court her, and the Worthlefs fear;

Who thun her piercing eye, that eye revere.

Her awful voice the Vain and Vile obey,

And ev’ry foe to Wifdom feels her {way. 104

Smarts, Pedants, as {he {fmiles, no more are vain;

Defponding Fops refign the clouded cane :

Hufh’d at her voice, pert Folly’s felf 1s ftill,

And Dulnefs wonders while the drops her quill.

Like the arm’d Beg, with art moft fubtly true,

From poys’nous Vice {he draws a healing dew :

Weak are the ties that civil arts ean find, 1§ 8

To quell the ferment of the tainted mind:

Cunning evades, fecurely wrapt in wiles;

And force ftrong-finew’d rends th” unequal toils:

The ftream of vice impetuous drives along, 115

'T'oo deep for Policy, for Pow’r too ftrong.

Ev'n fair Religion, Native of the fkies,

Scorn’d by the Crowd, feeks refuge with theWife;

The Crowd with laughter {purns her awful train,

And Mercy courts, and Juftice frowns in vain, 120
3ut SATIRE’s fhaft can pierce the harden’d breaft ;

She plays a raling Paffion on the reft

ImiTATIONS
¥ |

VER. 110. From poys’nous Vice, etc.] Alluding to thefe Lines
of Mr. Pope; i
In the nice 1 Jee W n Art fo fubtly true

rhe avtracde a hpaling )
Ilt. Il poys nous H ierDs extracis a healng |1




ESSAY ON SATIRE. &
Undaunted ftorms the batt’ry of his pride,
And awes the Brave that Earth and Heav’'n defy'd.
When fell Corruption, by her vafials crown'd, 125
Derides fall'n Juftice proftrate on the ground;
Swift to redrefs an injur’d People’s groan,
Bold SaTirEe fhakes the Tyrant on her throne;
Pow'rful as Death, defies the fordid train,

And Slaves and Sycophants furround in vain, 139

But with the friends of Vice, the foes of SATIRE,

All truth is {pleen ; all juft reproof, Ill-nature,

Well may they dread the Mufe’s fatal {kill;
Well may they tremble when fhe draws her quill:
Her magic quill, that, like ITnuRIEL’s {pear, 135
Reveals the cloven hoof, or lengthen’d ear:

Bids Vice and Folly take their natural {hapes,
Turns Ducheffes to ftrumpets, Beaux to apes;
Drags the vile Whifp’rer from his dark abode,

Till all the Demon ftarts up from the toad. 140

O fordid maxim, form’d to fcreen the vile,
That true good-nature ftill muit wear a {fmile !
In frowns array’d her beauties {tronger rife,

When love of Virtue wakes her fcorn of Vice:
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X1 ESSAY ON SATIRE.

Where Juftice calls, ’tis Cruelty to fave ; 148
And ’tis the Law’s good-nature hangs the Knave.
Who combats Virtue’s foe is Virtue’s friend :
‘Then judge of SATIRE’s merit by her end :

To Guilt alone her vengeance ftands confin’d,
The object of her love is all Mankind. 150
Scarce more the friend of Man, the wife muft own
Ev’nALLEN’s bounteous hand thanS a1 RE s frown:
This to chattife, as That to blefs, was giv’n;
Alike the faithful Minifters of Heav'n.

Oft in unfeeling hearts the {haft is fpent: 155
Tho’ ftrong th’ example, weak the punifthment,
They leaft are pain’d, who merit fatire moft ;
Folly the Laureat’s, Vice was Chartres boaft :
Then where’s the wrong, to gibbet high the name
Of Fools and Knaves already dead to thame? 160
Oft SATIRE adts the faithful Surgeon’s part;
Gen'rous and kind tho’ painful is her art -

With caution bold, the only firikes to heal,

Tho’ Folly raves to break the friendly fteel.
Then fure no fault impartial Sarire knows, 16¢
Kind ev'n in Vengeance, kind to Virtue’s foes.
Whofe is the crime, the fcandal too be theirs «
The Knave and Fool are their own Libellers.




ExoAY ON-SATIRE. X1l

PRl e

D ARE nobly then: But confcious of yom‘
truft,

As ever warm and bold be ever juft: 170

Nor court applaufe in thefe degen’rate days :

The Villain’s cenfure is extorted praife.

But chief, be fteady in a noble end,
And fhew Mankind that Truth has yet a friend.
"T'is mean for empty praife of wit to write, 17§
As Foplings grin to fhow their teeth are white:
To brand a doubtful folly with a fmile,
Or madly blaze unknown defe@s, is vile :
*Tis doubly vile, when, but to prove your art,
You fix an arrow in a blamelefs heart, 180
O loft to honour’s voice, O doom’d to thame,
Thou Fiend accurs’d, thou Murderer of Fame !
Fell Ravifher, from Innocence to tear
That name, than liberty, than life more dear!
Where fhall thy bafenefs meet its juft return, 185
Or what repay thy guilt, but endlefs fcorn!
And know, immortal Truth thall mock thy toil ;
Immortal Truth fhall bid the fhaft recoil ;
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With rage retorted, wing the deadly dart;

And empty all its poyfon in thy heart. 190

With caution next, the dang’rous pow’r apply ;
An eagle’s talon afks an eagle’s eye:
Let SATIrRE then her proper objeét know,
And ere fhe firike, be fure fhe ftrike a foe.
Nor fondly deem the real fool confeft, 1935
Becaufe blind Ridicule conceives a jeft:
Before whofe altar Virtue oft hath bled,
And oft a deftin’d Victim fhall be led :
Lo, Shaftfb'ry rears her high on Reafon’s throne,
And loads the Slave with honours not her own :
Big-fwoln with folly, as her {fmiles provoke, 201
Prophanenefs fpawns, pert Dunces nurfe the joke!
Come, let us join a while this tittering crew,
And own the Jdeot Guide for once is true;
Deride our weak forefather’s mufty rule, 205
Who therefore fmil’d, becaufe they faw a Fool ;
Sublimer logic now adorns our ifle,
We therefore {ee a Fool, becaufe we fmile.
Truth in her gloomy Cave why fondly feek ?
Lo, gay fhe fits in Laughter’s dimpled cheek :
Contemns each furly Academic foe, 211
And courts the {pruce Freethinker and the Beau.




ESSAY ON-SATIRE. xv

Dedalian arguments but few can trace,
But all can read the Language of orimace.
Hence mighty Ridicule’s all-conqu’ring hand 215
Shall work Herculean wonders thro the Land :
Bound in the magic of her cobweb chain,
You. michty WARBURTON, fhall rage in vain

| te) o 3 o 3
In vain the tracklefs maze of Truth You fcan

3
And lend th’ informing Clue to errine Man: 220
o o

No more thall Reafon boaft her pow'r divine,
Her Bafe eternal {hook by I’uﬂ}f’s mine !
Truth’s facred Fort th' exploded laugh fhall win ;

And Coxcombs vanquith BERKLEY by a grin.

’

3ut vou, more {age, rejet th’ inverted rule, 22 ¢
P’ t ¥ ) 1 g | 1 i ] _‘)
That truth is €’er explor'd by Ridicule :

On truth, on falfehood let her colours fall,

She throws a dazzh are alike on all;

She tl s a dazzling glare ali ;

As the gay Prifm but mocks the flatter'd eye,

B
2
@

And gives to ev'ry object evry dye.

Beware the mad Advent'rer : bold and blind
She hoifts her fail, and drives with, ev'ry wind;
Deaf as the Storm to finking Virtue’s groan,

Nor heeds a Friend’s deftruction, or her own,
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Ll xi ESSAYONSATIRE.
Let clear-ey'd Reafon at the helm prefide, 233

' ‘ Bear to the wind, or ftem the furious tide;

il Then Mirth may urge, when Reafon can explore,

This point the way, tbat waft us glad to thore.

. Tho’ diftant Times may rife in SATIRE’s page,
i Yet chief ’tis Her’s to draw the prefent ﬁge: 240
} With Wifdom’s luftre, Folly’s thade contraft,
And judge the reigning Manners by the paft:

Bid Britain’s Heroes (awful Shades!) arife,

And ancient Honour beam on modern Vice:

Point back to minds ingenuous, actions fair, 24¢
Till the Sons bluth at what their Fathers were :
Ere yet 'twas beggary the great to truft;

Ere yet *twas quite a folly to be juft;

ith When lw-born Sharpers only dar’d a lie,

| Or falfify’d the card, or cogg’d the dye; 2¢0
Ere Lewdnefs the ftain’d garb of Honour wore,
Or Chaftity was carted for the Whore s

Vice flutter’d, in the plumes of Freedom drefs’d 3

1 | Or public Spirit was the public jeft.

Be ever, in a juft exprefiion, bold,

Yet ne’er degrade fair SATIRE to a Scold -




ESSAY ON SATIRE. xvi

o~

Iet no unworthy mien her form deba
But let her {mile, and let her frown with grace:
In mirth be temp’rate, temp’rate in her {pleen;
Nor, while the preaches modefty, obfcene. 260
Deep let her wound, not rankle to a fore,

Nor call his Lordfhip —, her Grace a —:

The Mufe’s charms refiftlefs then affail,

When wrapt in Ireny’s tranfparent veil :

Her beauties half-conceal’d the more furprize; 265
And keener luftre fparkles in her eyes.

Then be your line with tharp encomiums grac’'d:

Style Clodius honourable, Bufa chafte.

D B Al :
1dart not on Polly an inaignant eye
o LS
b, 9, ¥ BUSCRRT ST L pllh R fi R e 8 e 4 | g
VYV O eer diicnarg 1 Artiilery on a b 1" 2;7.:_‘
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Deride not Viice: Abfurd the thought and vain,

To bind the Tyger in fo weak a chain.,

Nay more: when flagrant crimes your laughter
Move,

The Knave exults: to fmile is to approve,

"The Mufes labour then fuccels {hall crown, 273

When Folly feels her fmile, and Vice her frown.

Know next what Meafures toeach Theme belong, |
And {uit your thoughts and numbers to your {fong:
b
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i ESSAY ON SATIRE

On wing proportion’d to your quatry, rife,

And ftoop to earth, or;foat among the fkies. 280
Thus whena modith folly you rehearfe;

Free the-expreffion, ﬁmplc be the verfe.

In artlefs numbers paint'th’ ambitious Peer

That mounts the box, ‘and fhines a Charioteer :
In ftrains familiar fing the midnight toil 28¢
Of Camps and Senates difciplin’d by Hoyle;
Patriots and Chiefs, whofe deep defign invades
And carries-oft the captive King—of Spades !
Let SaTire here in milder vigour fhine,

And gayly graceful fport along the line ; 200
Bid coustly Fathion quit her thin pretence,

And {imile each Affe@ation into fenfe,

Not {g when Virtue by her Guards betray’d g

&

i

Spurn’d from her Throne, implores the Mufe’s aid:
When crimes, which erftin kindred darknefs lay,
Rife frontlefs, and infult.the eye of day; 296
Indignant FHymen weils his hallow’d fires,

And white-reb’d Chaftity with tears retires;
‘When rank Adultery on'the genial'bed

Tot from Cocytus rears her baleful head': 300
When private Faith and publick Truft are fold,

£.nd Traitors barter L ibmt for rro‘d




BESbEAY ON SATIRE. XIX
When fell Corruption dark and deep, like fate,
Saps the foundation of a finking State;

When Giant-Vice and Irreligion rife, 3038
On mountain’d falfehoods to invade the Skies :
Then warmer numbers glow thro’ SATIRE's page,
And all her {miles are darken’d into rage :

On eagle-wing fhe gains Parnaffus’ height,

Not lofty Eric foars a nobler flight : 310
Then keener indignation fires her eye ;

Then flath her lightnings, and her thunders fly ;
Wide and more wide her flaming bolts are hurl’d,
Till all her wrath involves the guilty World.

Yet SATIRE oft affumes a gentler mien, 3 Iy
And beams on Virtue’s friends a fmile ferene :
She wounds relu&ant ; pours her balm with joy 3
Glad to commend where Worth attracts her eye.
But chief, when Virtue, Learning, Arts decline,
She joys to fee unconquer’d Merit {hine ; 32
Where burfting glorious, with departing ray,
True Genius gilds the clofe of Britain’s Day :
With joy fhe fees the fiream of Roman art
From MurrAY’s tongue flow purer to the heart -
Sees YoRKE to Fame, €’er yet to Manhood known,
And juft to ev’ry virtue, but his own :

Hears unftain’d Cam with generous pride proclaim

A Sacr’s, CriTiC’s, and a PoET’s name :
Vour. III, b2
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Beholds, where Wipcomse'’s happy hills afcend,
Each orphan’d Art and Virtue find a friend: 326
To HacLeY’s honour'd Shade direts her view ;
And culls each flow’r, to form a Wreath for You.

But tread with cautious ftep this dang’rous ground,
Befet with faithlefs precipices round : 330
‘Truth be your guide : difdain Ambition’s call ;
And if you fall with Truth, you greatly fall.

"Tis Virtue’s native lufire that muft fhine ;

"The Poet can but /o7 ¢ in his line :

And who unmov’d with laughter can behold 235
A fordid pebble meanly grac’d with gold 2

fEt real Merit then adorn your lays,

For Shame attends on proftituted praife :

And all your wit, your moft diftinguifh’d art 334

But makes us grieve you want an honeft heart.

Nor think the Mufe by SaTire’s Law confin’d -
She yields defcription of the nobleft kind.

Inferior art the Landfkip may defign,

And paint the purple ev’ning in the line :

Her daring thought effays a higher plan ; 345
Her hand delincates Paffion, pitures Man,




ESSAY ON SA.TIRE. XX1
And great the toil, the latent foul to trace,
To paint the heart, and catch interpal grace ;
By turns bid Vice' or Virtue {irike our-eyes,
Now bid a #olfey or a Cromwel rife; 350
Now with a touch more facred and refin’d,
Call fortha CussTERFIELD sorLoNSDALE smind.,
Here fiveet or firong may ev'ry Colour flow :
Here let the pencil warm, the canvafs glow:
Of light and fhade provoke the noble ftrife, 355

And wake each friking feature into life.
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xxii ESSAY ON SATIRE.

oA R T RS

F"F YHRO'® Ages thushath SaT 1rE keenly thin’d,
The Friend to Truth, to Virtue, and Man~-

Yet the bright flame from Virtue ne’er had {prung,
And Man was guilty ere the Poet fung, 300

This Mufe in filence joy'd each better Age,

1 1 4 & .
nad wak'd her into rage,

T1ll glowing crimes
Truth faw her honeft {pleen with new delight,
And bade her wing her fhafts, and urge their flight.
Firft on the Sons of Greece the prov’d her art, 365
And Sparta felt the fierce IamBick dart?,

To L-—rrw;-‘».i next, avenging SATIRE flew:

The flaming faulchion rough Lucirivs® drew;

With dauntlefs warmth in Virtue’s caufe engag’d,

And conicious Villains trembled as he ragd. 370

NoTES
* Archilocum proprio rabies armayit Iambo. Hor.,
¢ Enfe velut ftricto quoties Lucilius ardens
Infremuit, rubet auditor cut frigida mens eft

Criminibus; tacita fudant precordia culpa.  Juv. S, 1.




ESSAY ON SATIRE. xxii

Then fportive Hor A cE© caught the gen’rous fire;
For SaTirE’s bow refign’d the founding lyre :
Each arrow polifh’'d in his hand was feen,
And, as it grew more polith’d, grew more keen.
His art, conceal’d in ftudy’d negligence, 375
Politely fly, cajol’d the foes of fenfe:
He {feem’d to {port and trifle with the dart,
But while he {ported, drove it to the heart,

In graver {trains majeftick Persius wrote,
Big with a ripe exuberance of thought : 380
Greatly fedate, contemn’d a Tyrant’s reign,

And lafh’d corruption with 2 calm difdain,

More ardent eloquence, and boundlefs rage,
Inflame bold Juvenar’s exalted page,
His mighty numbers aw’d corrupted Ronze, 383
And {wept audacious Greatnefs to its doom ;
The headlong torrent thund’ring from on high,
Rent the proud rock that lately brav’d the tky.

NorTEks.
¢ Omne vafer vitium ridenti Flaccus amico

Tangit, et admiffus circum precordia ludit,
Callidus excuffo populum fulpendere nafo.  PErs, §.i.
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XX1V ESSAY ON SATIRE.

But lo! the fatal Victor 'of Mankind,

Swoln Luxury!— pale Ruin {talks behind! 390
As countlefs Infeés from the north-eaft pour,

To blaft the Spring, and ravage ev'ry flow’r:

9o barb’reus Millions fpread contagious death :
The fick’ning Laurel wither'd at their breath,
Deep Superftition’s night the fkies o’erhung, 395
Beneath whofe baleful dews the Poppy {prung.

No longer Genius woo'd the Nine to love,
RBut Dulnefs nodded in the Mufe’s grove:
Wit, Spirit, Freedom, were the fole offence,

Nor aught was held {o dangerous as Senfe, 400

At length, again fair Science {hot her ray,
Dawn'd in the fkies, and {poke returning day.
Now, SATIRE, triumph o'er thy flying foe,
Now load thy quiver, ftring thy flacken’d bow |
*Tis done—See, great ERasmus breaks the {pell,
And wounds triumphant Folly in her Cell! 406
(In vain the {clemn Cowl furrounds her face,
Vain all her bigot cant, her four grimace)

With fhame compell’d her leaden throne to quit,

And own the force of Reafon urg'd by Wit, 410
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BSSAY ON SATIRE: XXV
*T'was then plain DoNNE in honeft vengeance rofe,

His Wit harmonious, tho his Rhyme was profe :

He "midft an Age of Puns and Pedants wrote

With genuine fenfe, and Roman ftrength of thought.

Yet {carce had SaTire well relum’d her flame,
(With grief the Mule records her Country’s fhame})
Ere Britain faw the foul revolt commence,

And treach’rous Wit began her war with Senfe.
Then rofe a thamelefs mercenary train,

Whom latet Time fhall view with juft di{dain:
A race fantaftick, in whofe gaudy line 421
Untutor'd thought, and tinfel beauty {hine ;
Wit's fhatter’d Mirror lies in fragments bright,
Refle@s not Nature, but confounds the ﬁg 1t
Dry Morals the Court-Poet blufh'd to fing: 4235
"T'was all his praife to fay,  the oddef? thing.”
Proud for a jeft obfcene, a Patron’s nod,

To martyr Virtue, or blafpheme his God.

Ill-fated DryDpEN! who unmov'd can fee 429

n’ extremes of wit and meannefs join'd in Thee!




xxvi ESSAY ON SATIRE.

Flames that could mount, and gain their kindred
ikies,

Low-creeping in the putrid fink of vice

A Mufe whom Wifdom woo'd, but woo'd in vain,

The Pimp of Pow’r, the Proftitute to Gain: 134

Wreaths, that thould deck fair Virtue’s form alone,

To Strumpets, T'raitors, Tyrants, vilely thrown :

Unrival'd Parts, the fcorn of honeft fame;

And Genius rife, a Monument of {hame!

More happy France: immortal Bo1LeAu there
Supported Genius with a Sage’s care : 440
Him with her love propitious SATIRE bleft,
And breath’d her airs divine into his breaft -
Fancy and Senfe to form his line confpire,

And faultlefs Judgment guides the pureft Fire.

But fee, at length, the Britifb Genius {mile, 445
And thow’r her bounties o’er her favour’d Ifle :
Behold for Pork fhe twines the laurel crown,
And centers ev’ry Poet’s POW Tt in oze :

Each Roman’s force adorns his various page ;

Gay {miles, collected ftrength, and manly, rage.




ESSAY ON SATIRE. XXVii

Defpairing Guilt and Dulnefs loath the fight, 451
As Spectres vanifh at approaching light

In this clear Mirror with delight we view

Each image juitly fine, and boldly true:

Here Vice, drag’d forth by Truth’s fupreme decree,
Beholds and hates her own deformity : 456
While felf-feen Virtue in the faithful line

With modeft joy furveys her form divine.

But oh, what thoughts, what numbers fhall I find,
But faintly to exprefs the Poet’s mind ! . 460
Who yonder Star’s effulgence can difplay,

Unlefs he dip his pencil in the ray ?

Who paint a God, unlefs the God infpire?

What catch the Lightning, but the fpeed of fire?
So, mighty PopE, to make thy Genius known,
All pow’r is weak, all numbers—but thy own. 466
Each Mufe for thee with kind contention ftrove,
For thee the Graces left th’ IDALTAN grove;
With watchful fondnefs o'er thy cradle hung,
Attun’d thy voice, and form’d thy infant tongue.
Next, to her Bard majeftic Wifdom came; 47§
The Bard enraptur’d caught the heav’nly flame
With Tafte fuperior fcorn’d the venal tribe,

Whom fear can {way, or guilty Greatnefs bribe;
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{ii! At Fancy’s call who rear the wanton fail, 475
7 || ' Sport with the ftream, and trifle in the gale :
fii Sublimer views Ay daring Spirit bound ;
f i I Thy mighty Voyage was Creation’s round;
F: Intent new Worlds of Wifdom to explore,
}I\l | And blefs Mankind with Virtue’s facred ftore ;
'!H: A nobler joy than Wit can give, impart ; 481
J *i ! And pour 2 moral tranfport o’er the heart.
. 'i | Fantaftic Wit fhoots momentdry fires,
) And, like a Meteor, while we gaze, expires :
| I Wit kindled by the fulph’rous breath of Vice, 485
Like the blue lightning, while it thines, deftroys:
But Genius, fir'd by Truth’s eternal ray,
| Burns clear and conftant, like the fource of day :
-l Like this, its beam prolifick and refin’d
f Feeds, warms, infpirits, and exalts the mind ; 490
' Mildly difpels each wint’ry Paffion’s gloom,
il And opens all the Virtues into bloom.
This Praife, immortal Porz, to thee be givin:
| Thy Genius was indeed a Giff from Heav’n.
| | Hail, Bard unequal’d, in whofe deathlefs line 493
Tttt Reafon and Wit with ftrength collected fhine ;
' Where matchlefs Wit but wins the fecond praife,
| Loft, nobly loft, in Truth’s faperior blaze.




FSSAY ON SATIRE  wix

Did Frienpsu1p eer miflead thy wand’ning Mufe?
That Friendthip fure may plead the gréar excule:
That facred Friendfhip which infpir’d thy Song,
Fair in defe&, and amrably wrong.

Error like this ev’n Truth can {carce reprove

*Tis almoft Virtue when it flows from Love.

Ye deathlefs Names, ye Sons of endlefs praife,
By Virtue crown’d with never-fading bays ! 506
Say, fhall an artlefs Mufe, if you infpire,

Light her pale lamp at your immortal fire ?

Or if, O WarsurTON, infpird by You,

The daring Mufe a nobler path purfue, 510
By You infpir’d, on trembling pinion foar,

The facred founts of focial blifs explore,

In her bold numbers chain the Tyrant’s rage,
And bid ber Country's Glory fire her page:

If fuch her fate, do thou, fair Truzh, defcend, 515
And watchful guard her in an honeft end :

Kindly fevere, inftrut Ber equal line

To court no Friend, nor own a Foe but zhize,
But if her giddy eye fhould vainly quit

Thy facred paths, to run the maze of wit; 520
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XXX ESSAY ONSATIRE.

If her apoftate heart fhould e’er incline
To offer incenfe at Corruption’s thrine;

Urge, urge thy pow’r, the black attempt confound,

And dafh the fmoaking Cenfer to the ground.
Thus aw’d to fear, inftruéted Bards may fee, 525
That Guilt is doom’d to fink in Infamy.
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AVING propofed to write fome pieces on Hu-

I man Life and Manners, fuch as (to ufe my lord
Bacon’s :;':qn'uﬁum cowie bome to Men's Iwﬁ nefs and Bo-
Jams, 1 thought it more fatisfactory to begin w ith con-
fidering Man in the abftract, his Nature JHL]l his State
fince, to prove any moral duty, to enforce any moral
precept, or to examine the perfection or imperfeétion
of any creature whatmw er, it is neceflary firft to know
what condition and relaiion it is placed in, and what is
the proper end and purpefe of its being.

The {cience of Human Nature is, like all other
{ciences, reduced to a few clear points: There are not
many certain truths in this world. It is therefore in the
Anatomy of the mind as in that of the Body ; more
wood will accrue to mdnlund by .1ttcndmrr to the large,

h_ld hm nerves .md ,TLL, thc, Loniox matlons and
ufes of which will for ever efcape our obfervation. The
difputes are all upon thefe laft, and, I will venture to
fay, they have lefs tharpened the wits than the hearts
of men againft each other, and have diminifthed the
practice, more than advanced the theory, of Morality.
If I could flatter myfelf that this Effay has any merit,
it is in fteering betwixt the extremes of doctrines feem-
ingly oprmﬁtc in pafling over terms utterly unintelli-
gible, and in forming a temperate yet not inconfifient,
and a fhort yet not imperfeti iyﬂuu of Ethics.

This I might have done in profe; but I chofe verfe,
and even 1l1ym{:, for two reafons. The one will ap-
pear obvious ; that principles, maxims, or precepts {o
written, both ftrike the reader more ftrongly at firft,
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and are more eafily retained by him afterwards : The
other may feem odd, but is true, I found I could ex-
prefs them more fbortly this way than in profe itfelf ;
and nothing is more certain, than that much of the
Jorce as well as grace of arguments or inftructions, de-
pends on their concifenefs. 1 was unable to treat this
part of my fubjeét more in detail, without becoming
dry and tedious; or more poerically, without facrificing
peripicuity to ornament, without wandring from the
precifion, or breaking the chain of reafoning : If any
man can unite all thefe without diminution of any of
them, I freely confefs he will compafs a thing above
my capacity.

What is now publithed, is only to be confidered as
a general Map of Man, marking out no more than the
greater parts, their extent, their Lmits, and their con-
neciion, but leaving the particular to be more fully de-
lineated in the charts which are to follow, Confequent-
ly, thefe Epiftles in their progrefs (if I have health
and leifure to make any progrefs) will be lefs dry, and
more {ufceptible of poetical ornament. Iam here only
opening the fountains, and clearing the paflage. To
deduce the 7ivers, to follow them in their courfe, and
to obferve their effefts, may be a tafk more agree-
able.
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ESSAY on M AN,

I N
FOUR EPISTLES,
T A0

H. St. Jobhn, Lord Bolingbroke.

ARG LN ENT  aF

TS ST A P S

Of the Nature and State of Man with refpect

fo the UNIVERSE,

OF Man in the abftraét.—1. That we can judge only with
regard to our own fyftem, being ignerant of the rela-
tions of fyftems and things, ¥ 17, &c. 1. That Man
2 not to be deemed imperfelt, but a Being fuited to bis
place and rank in the creation, agreeable to the general
Order of things, and conformable to Ends and Relations
1o bim unknown, 3 35, &c. UL That it is partly
upon bis ignorance of future events, and partly upon
the hope of a future ffate, that all bis bhappinefs in the

A
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ARGUMENT.

prefent depends, ¥ 74, &c. IV. The pride of GIHING
at more knowledge, and f;ez‘cmz’zﬂg to more [m‘m.e;m
the Mai’s error and ;m;w y. Zhe impiety of
f in the place of God, and ,fz.ff'r'*w of the
Jitnefs or unfitnefs, ;)L’P"ﬂpfi()r! or mrﬁfrﬁ’f,,,ﬂ}r J;gifae or
tyyftice of bis f—',',?}“’-f"f?”’”: ¥ 109, &c. V. Theab-
furdity of conceiting bimf. ’!j the final caufe of the crea-
tion, or expes Zing :‘fﬁ::f perfellion z"f? the moral world,
qum is not in the natural, ¥ 1 u, &c. \I T he un-
ir)ﬁ.h: lenefs rif bis complain: ‘rovidence,
le o1 the on ¢ band be aACINan L"r .-..r'-'lf;'f.f l"f'ﬂ the
A1 ;;v elss and on the other the w.ﬂ.-',-'.f;.-* J_, ] r.*f'z?frmr; o] the
Brutes s bough, to poffefs any of the fenfitive facul-
ties in @ :‘f?;‘“?'fﬂf‘ degree, would render bim miferable,
!

"I 3 Pl o il Y e 7.
Toat throughout the w{fe vifible
o

aia ment L':'j Hi

cl ]“u, J.{_fl.'l 0; CrEZIHYe Cer bl Oy G aqil CTreqaryyes o
Man. The g;r lations of fenfe, inftinct, r?n'au::'f:wr, re-
i [l i i s r i g ez

Hection, reafon ; !r..-'(.’:’ Reafon alone countervails all the

g,-;,"’:p;-ﬁ-:;-uffffr ¥ 20 VIIL Hew much farther this

order and {ubordination ﬁff.-:*'f g Creatures may extend,

avove and below us
ipatl port E}Efj', but

ik

-t fi

T be confequence
. - 4

-\. 1 W 4w 24 & 5 s - -

al sf\ 3l [ ute ion ot ‘:'{l.?c".v?f. £y Z{‘!}:".-’.?"

a¢ £n nires velamt aaed s i )
as 1o oy Erl{ftzli ana luture ftate, ¥ 281, &C. 1o the
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EPofFaS T L=k I,

wAKE, myST. Joun! leave all meaner things
To low ambition, and the pride of Kings.

Let us (fince Life can little more {upply
Than juft to look about us and to dic)
Expatiate free o’er all this fcene of Man ; 5
A mighty maze ! but not without a plan;
AWild,where weeds and flow’rs promifcuous fhoot;
Or Garden, tempting with forbidden fruit.

COMMENTARY,

TH E Opening of this poer, in fifteen lines, 1s taken up in
giving an account of the .‘Jumut, \"111f11, df_l(Lmh to the tu!L,
15 an Essay on MaN, or a Philofophical Enquiry into his Na-
ture and End, his Pajfions ;nd Pur fuits,

‘The Exordium relates to the whole work, of which the _F;'}T'v
on Man was only the ii| {t book. The 6th, 7th, and 8th lines
allude to i]‘L fubjeéis of this £ ffay s ViZ. 'hf‘ cﬂ_mul Order and
Defion of Providence; the Contlitution of the human Mind ;
the crigin, ufe, and end of the Paflions and Affections, both il;lf—
ith and focial ; and the wrong purfuits of Power, Pleafure, and
Happinefs. ‘The 1oth, 11th, 12th, & have relation to the
fubjects of the books intended to follow, viz. the Characters
ang Capacities of Men, and the Limits of Learning and Ignor-
ance. . The 13th and 14th, to the Knowledge of f\.L.uLmd
and the various Manners of the age.

MN-OW® E 5
VER. », 8. 4 TFild, — Or | The Gardeny to human req oty
Gm-n’m,] The ild relates to | fo often te mpting us to tranf-
the human f.fz_/r'-“f ¥ pr[ ductive gre {s the bounds (T(.u has fet to
(as he explains in the fecond li it, and wander in fruitlefs ene
cpiftle) both of good and evil. | qufr:ca.
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6 ESSAY ON MAN,

v T

Ep. 1,

What vary’d Being peoples ev'ry ftar,

May tell why Heav’n has made us as we are.

But of this frame the bearings, and the ties,

The ftrong connections, nice dependencies,

%
(@]

Gradations juft, has thy pervading foul

Look’d thro’? of can a part contain the whole

ComwmE

¥

why § ¢ becaufe we can reafon only

¥

}‘JT‘AR‘;'-

' from what we fnow, and as

we tuow no more of Man than w [mt we {ee of his ffation here ;

fo we know
s g | b F
1.'.‘-11-2 in this fia

-"r'\” e “-|rr 2

1
P Y H
able] r._;l_"-_.

1 i=aTl ol s 1 L
=03a call mn queirion the ;11._1 un

¥

N o
VER. 30. The /frf:rg con-
?F.:Tf.'; L0115y RICE d;f‘rruuuhu- Il ]

thought is very noble, and ex-
J
_JJ.LLL{.I with ;_m“t rhunﬁ:p e

<
beauty and ,cz'. Stnefs. The fyf-
tem of the Univerfe is 2 com-

h"ﬂ'ltinz'l of f?rzrmw" and wmoral
Fitnefie €s, as the human fyftem
i*', of and Lurrzf. By

7, theref IGIC

to the

the

a'-'n‘f'_’n' ¥y

nRaturai

I /( pfs{gzuﬁj or .f'-'.'j'ff”,;fr.a.{' s bre: ‘q"' not Heav'sd’

i
i
3 it N
Fe 8y 0 |\ U .
~
- |

d, and the mifera

no more of God than what we fee of his u1l'pg11f.td
ﬂt to U.u::; inm no iu:ihu llmn to

Liliﬁr' f: 1tmm mf Pi'l)‘.'i{itﬂtt’. :
' 22 to 43) a fublime defcription

ble Blindnefs and

g T e

cies to the ﬁ.cm?. For the E flay
on Man is not a fyftem off\’azfc—
m.f.-/p.as but of natur al Religion,
Henceit is, that, where he. fup-
}"J]{_,a difor d ers may tend to
fome greater good in the nate-
m!worluj he iuprmib they m: 1y
tend likewife to fome greater
good in the moral, as appears
from thefe fublime Images in
the following lines,

. + ]
s defigny

I ~
f‘f- .f'J.i" r;'iu:fz a B argia, or.a C;. iing @

F i
Lours ierce ,‘f.’, &

Or turns yo
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11 .r_'g’ by -]-Jf;

'ilf ’J*"Tf.-_‘,}?j
WIRES z"l"’r J"!.J.l}j‘fj,

'ﬂé ?h o (u:.‘n(ﬂ 5 7h ..m:,
0 _* 5
ung Aimrion loofe to u.omgc mankind




Er.L. ESSAY ON-MAN. v

Is the great chain, that draws all to agree,
And drawn {upports, upheld by God, or thee?

II. Prefumptuous Man ! the reafon wouldft

thou find, 35

Why form’d fo weak, fo little, and fo blind ¢
Firft, if thou canft, the harder reafon guefs,
Why form’d no weaker, blinder, and no lefs ?
Afk of thy mother earth, why oaks are made
Taller or ftronger than the weeds they fhade? 40
Or afk of yonder argent fields above,
Why Jove’s Satellites are lefs than Jovs

Of Syftems poflible, if ’tis confelt
That Wifdom infinite muft form the beft,

CoMMENTARY:

VER. 43. Of fyflems poffible, &¢.] So far his modeft and fo-
ber Introduction ; in which he truly obferves, that no wifdomn
lefs than omnifcient

Can tell why Heav’n has made ys as we are,

Yet, though we cannot difcover the particular reafons for this
mode of our exiftence, we may be affured in gencral that it 15
right. For now, "entering u;‘:u'n his argument, he lajs down
this felf-evident propofition as the foundation of his Uhelis,

NorTESs.

VER. 35 to 42.] In thefe | fhew as well the albfurdity of
lines the poet has joined the | their complaints againit Order,
beauty of argumentation to the | as the fruitleffue/s of their en=
{ublimity of thought ; where qa;[rius-ﬁnto the arcana of the
the fimilar inftances, propofed | Godhead.
for his adverfaries examination,

A 4

e ————— =

S s
— — WSE T S T =
e e T

B e e o s

.

it
SRR AT

- e
e . s

=

T




s s A i ST
e et i~ W S R p—— S .

8 ESSAY ON MAN. Kp 5,
Where all muft full or not coherent be, 45
And all that rifes, rife in due degree ;

Then, in the fcale of reas’ning life, *tis plain,

There muft be, fomewhere, fuch a rank as Man -

And all the queftion (wrangle e’er fo long)

Is only this, if God has plac’d him wrong? o
Relpecting Man, whatever wrong we call,

May, muft be right, as relative to all.

COMMENTARY.

which he reafonably fuppofes will be allowed him, That, of all
pollible [yfiems, infinite wifdom hath formed the beft (943, 44)
From whence he draws two confequences :

1. The fir/f (from ¥ 44 to 51) is, that as the beft (yftem can-
not but be fuch a one as hath no inconneéed Void ; fuch a one
in which there is a perfect coherence and gradual fubordi-
nation in all its parts; there muft needs be, in fome part or
other of the fcale of reafoning life, fuch a creature as Manw -
Which reduces the difpute to this abfurd queftion, hether
God has placed him Wrong ¢

VER. 51. Refpesting Man, &¢c.] It being thewn that Ma N,
the Subjeét of his enquiry, has a neceflary place in fuch 2 fyftem
as this 1s confefled to be ; and it being evident, that the abufe
of Free-will, from whence proceeds all moral evil, is the cer-
tain effe&t of fuch a creature’s exiftence ; the next queftion will
be, How thefe evils can be accounted for, cmnﬁﬁcml}f with the
1dea we have of God’s attributes ? Therefore,

2. The fecond confequence he draws from his principle, That
of all poffible [ftems, infinite wifdom bas formed the beft, is,
that whatever is wrong in our private {yftem, is right as rela-
tive to the whole :

Refpecting Man, whatever wrong we call,
May, muft be righty as relative to ary.

That it may, he proves (from ¥ 52 to 61) by thewing in what
conlifts the difference between the fjfematic works of God,




Ep;i. ESSAY ON MAN. 9

In human works, tho’ labour’d on with pain,
A thoufand movements fcarce onie purpofe gain ;

In God’s, one fingle can its end produce ; eia

Yet ferves to fecond too fome other ufe.
So Man, who here feems principal alone,
Perhaps acts fecond to fome fphere unknown,
Touches fome wheel, or verges to fome goal ;
"Tis but a part we fee, and not a whole. 60
When the proud fteed fhall know why Man
reftrains

His fiery courfe, or drives him o’er the plains ;

CoMMENTARY.

and thofe of Man 3 wiz. that, in the latter, a thoufand move-
ments fcarce gain one purpofe ; In the former, one movement
gain$ many purpofes. 0 that

— Man, who here feems principal alone,
Perbaps aéts econd 2o fome Jp bere unknowit.

And aéting thus, the appearances of wrong in the }ﬁm-f;}.aj
fy{tem, may be right in the univerfal : For

*Tis but a part we fec, and nota whale.

That it muft, the whole body of this epiftle is employed to il-
luftrate and inforce. Thus partial Evil is umiveral Good 5 and
thus Providence is fairly acquitted.

ViR, 61. When the proud fleed &c.] From all this he draws
a general conclufion (from y 60 to gI) that, as what has been
faid is {ufficient to vindicate the ways of Providence, Man
fhould reft fubmiffive and content, and confefs every thing to
be difpofed for the beft ; that to pretend to enquire into the
manner how God conducks this wonderful {cheme to its comi-
pletion, is as ablurd as to imagine that the horfe and ox fhall
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10 ESSAY ON - MAN. ErFL
When the dull Ox, why now he breaks the clod,

Is now a victim, and now Agypt’s God :

Then fhall Man’s pride and dulnefs comprehend

His actiony’, paffions’, being’s, ufe and end 5 66

Why doing, fuff’ring, check’d, impell’d ; and why

This hour a flave, the next a deity.
Then fay not Man’s imperfect, Heav’n in fault ; |

Say rather, Man’s as perfet as he ought : 70
His knowledge meafur’d to his ftate and place ;

His time a2 moment, and a point his {pace.

If to be perfect in a certain {phere,

What matter, {foon or late, or here or there ?

VArRIATION S,
In the former Editions ¥ 6.
Now wears a garland an Zgyptian God.

altered as above for the reafon given in the note.
After ¥ 68. the following lines in firft Ed.
If to be perfe&t in a certain fphere,
What matters foon or late, or here or there ?
The bleft to-day is as completely fo
As who began ten thoufand years ago,

CoMmMENTARTY.
ever come to comprehend why they undergo fuch different s:4-
nage and fortunes in the hand of Man ; nay, that fuch know-
ledge, if communicated, would be even pernicious to Man, and

Nores,

VER. 64 —Zgypt’s God -] ‘ worfhipped univerfally over the
called fo becaufe the 4pis was | whole land.
1 |




Ep. L. ESSAY ON MAN, 11
The bleft to day is as completely {o, 7%

As who began a thoufand years ago.
1. Heav’'n from all creatures hides the book

of Fate,

All but the page prefcrib’d, their prefent ftate

From brutes what men, from men what {pirits
know -

Or who could fuffer Being here below ? 8o

The lamb thy riot dooms to bleed to-day,

Had he thy Reafon, would he fkip and play ?

Pleas’d to the laft, he crops the flow’ry food,

And licks the hand juft rais’d to thed his blood.

Oh blindnefs to the future! kindly giv’n, 35

That each may fill the circle mark’d by Heav’n :

Who fees with equal eye, as God of all,

A hero perith, or a fparrow fall,

VARIATIONS,
After ¥ 88. in the MS.

No great, no little ; *tis as much decreed
That Virgil’s Gnat fhould die as Cfar bleed.

COMMENTARY.

make him neglesF or defert his Duty here. This he illuftrates
by an inftance in the lamb, which is happy in not knowing the
fate that attends it from the butcher; and from thence takes

NoTEs
VER. 87, Fho foes with equal eyey &¢.] Mat, %, 29,
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12 ESSAY ON MAN. Bb-h

Atoms or fyftems into ruin hurl’d,

And now a bubble burft, and now a world. 9o
Hope humbly then ; with trembling pinions {oar;

Wait the great teacher Death; and God adore.

COMMENT ARY.

occafton to obferve, that God is the equal mafter of all his
Creatures, and prw‘du for the proper happinefs of each being.

VER. 91. Hope humbly then 5 &e.] I;ut now the (:b]cdo. is
fuppofed to put in, and f'ﬂ.’ You tell us indeed, that all things
will terminate in good ; but we fee ourfelves iunon.ulcd with
prefent Evil 5 and yet you forbid us all i nquiry into the manner
how we are to be t*{tncdlui, and, in a word, leave us in a
very difconfolate condition. Not {u, lnupuu Ilh poct, you may
reafonab ly, if you fo pleafe, receive much comfort from the
HOPE of a ham'f futuri ity 3 1 Hipe implanted in the human
breaft f’ul this very purpofe bv God himfelf, as an earneft of
that Blifs, which hua, perpetu: :1[” ﬂl,m r us, Is referved for the
good Man hereafter. The reafon ww tht poet chufes to infift
on this pmr}f of a future ftate, in plLlLiLl}U., to others, is in
order to give his Qilcm (which is founded in a fublime and
improved Platon i1fm ) the higher grace of uniformity. For HoPE
was Plato’s peculiar argument for a future flate; -and the
words here employed — zb 'jw" zxrsm{,{, &c. his patticular ex-
preflion. “The poet in this place, therefore, fays in exprefs
terms, that God gave us Hope to Jupply that uture blifsy which
be at prefent Xff‘.ca‘h hid ﬂ.,m us. In his fecond epiftle, y 274,
he goes 1till farther, and fays, this HoPE quits us not even at
Du.dth, when every thing mortal drops from us :

Hope travels thro’, nor quits us when we die,

And, in the fourth epiftle, he thews how the fame HOPE is 2
proof of a future ﬂ.ltL, from the confideration of God’s giving
man no appetite in vain, or what he did not intend fhould be
fatistied ;

He fees, why Nature plantsin Man alone
Hope of known blifs, and Faith in blifs unknown s
L £ 2]




Er. L

ESSAY ON MAN. 13

What future blifs, he gives not thee to know,

But gives that Hope to be thy blefling now.

Hope i"prings eternal in the human breaft: 95

-

Man never Is, but always To be bleft :

VARIATIONSES.

In the firft Fol. and Quarto,

What blifs abeve he gives not thee to know,
But eives that Hope to be thy blifs belsw.

CoMMENTARY.

( Nature, who/e diétates 1o no other kind

Are giv’n in vain, but what they Jeek they find)
It is only for the good man, he tells us, that Hope leads from
goal to goal €¢It would be ftrange indeed then if it fhould

prove a delufion.

NoTES:

VER.q3. What future blifs,
&5¢,] It hath been objected,
that the Sy/fem of the bejt weak-
ens the other natural arguments
for a future ftate ; becaufe, if
the evils which good Men {uf-
fer promote the benefit of the
whole, then every thing is here
in order; and nothing amifs
that wants to be fet right : Nor
has the good man any reafon
to expect amends, when the
evils he fuffered had fuch a
tendency. To this it may be
replied, 1. That the poet tells
us (Ep.iv. ¥ 361) that God loves

rom whole to parts. 2. T'hat
the [yffem of the beft 1s {fo far

from weakening thofe natural

e e W

|

arguments, that it {trength-
ens and fupports them. For if
thofe evils, to which good men
are fubject, be mere Diforders,
without any tendency to the
oreater good of the whole ;
then, though we muft indeed
conclude that they will here-
after be fet right, yet this view
of things, reprefenting God as
fuffering diforders for no other
end than to fet them right,
gives us a very low idea of the
divine wifdom. But if thofe
evils (according to the fy/fem
of the beft) contribute to the
oreater perfection of the whole;
fuch a reafon may be then given
for their permiflion, as fupports
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14 ESSAY ON MAN, Ep. L
The foul, uneafy and confin’d from home,
Refts and expatiates in a life to come.

Lo, the poor Indian! whofe untutor’d mind

Sees God in clouds, or hears him in the wind ; 100

CoMmMmMeENTARY.

VER q9. Lo, the poor Indian ! &e.] The poet, as we faid,
having bid Man comfort himfelf with expectation of future hap-

pinefs, fhewn him that this mop& is an carnett of it, and put in
one very neceffary caution,

Lope humbly then. with trembling pinions far -
o » o 3

provoked at thofe mifcreants whom he afterwards (Ep. iii.
¥ 263) defcribes as building Hell o Spitey and Heaven on Pride,

NorTeks.

our idea of divine wifdom to t fully compenfated by the good
the higheft religious purpofes. I they produce to the whole, yet
Then, as to the good man’s | th;

hopes of a retribution, thofe ftiil
remain in their original force ;
For our idea of God’s juftice,
and how far that jultice is en-
gaged to a retribution, is ex-
aétly and invariably the fame on
either hypothefis.” For though
the fyflem of the beff fuppofes
that the sv:/; themfelyes will be

| this is fo far from {uppofing
JI that pasrticulars thall fuffer for
| @ general gosd, that it is ef-
[ fential to #his Jyffem to con-
| clude, that, at the completion
jl of things when the whole js
i arrived to the ftate of utmoft
| perfection, particular and unj-
| werfal good fhall coincide.

i

Such is the World’s great barmony, that [prings

From Order, Ur;z'g;r,r,_ full Confent of things.

W here fmall and great, where weak and mighty, made

7o ferve, not fuffer, firengthen, 7ot invade, €7¢. Ep. iii, 295,

Which coincidence can never
be, without a rétribution to
good men for the evils fuffered
here below.
VER. g 7-—from bome,] By
thefe words, it was the pOct’s
2

purpofe to teach, that the pre-
fent life is only a ftate of proba-
tion for another, more fuitable
to the eflence of the foul, and
to the free exercife of its qua~

Lities
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E».I. ESSAY ON MAN. 1§

His foul, proud Science never taught to ftray
Far as the folar walk, or milky way ;
Yet fimple Nature to his hope has giv’n,
Behind the cloud-topt hill, an humbler heav’'n ;
Some fafer world in depth of woods embrac’d, 103
Some happier ifland in the watry wafte,
Where {laves once more their native land behold,
No fiends torment, no Chriftians thirft for gold.
To Be, contents his natural defire,
He afks no Angel’s wing, no Seraph’s fire;  11Q
But thinks, admitted to that equal {ky,
His faithful dog fhall bear him company.

IV. Go, wifer thou ! and, in thy fcale of {enfe,

Weigh thy Opinion againft Providence;

VARIATIONS:
After ¥ 108. in the firft Ed.

But does he fay the maker is not good,

Till he’s exalted to what ftate he wou'd :
Himfelf alone high Heav’n’s peculiar care,
Alone made happy when he will, and where?

CoOMMENTARY.

he upbraids them ( from ¥ 99 to I y2) with the example of the
oot Indian, to whom alfo Nature hath given this common HOPE
of Mankind : But, tho' his untutored mind had betrayed him into
many childith fancies concerning the nature of that future ftate,
yet heis fo far from excluding any part of his own fpecies (a vice
which could proceed only from vain {cience, which puffeth up)
that he humanely adrivits cven s f vithful dog to bear hin companys
- &¢c.] Hegoeson with thefe ac=

VER. 113 Go, wifer sl O«
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16 ESSAY ON MAN. Ep. I.

Call imperfection what thou fancy'{t fuch, 654

Say, here he gives too little, there too much :

Deftroy all ereatures for thy {port or guft,

Yet cry, If Man’s unhappy,” God’s unjuft ;

{f Man alone ingrofs not Heav’n’s high care,

Alone made perfeét here, immortal there - 120

Snatch from his hand the balance and the rod,

Re-judge his juftice, be the Gop of Gop.

In Pride, in reas’ning Pride, our error lies ;

All quit their {fphere, and rufh into the fkies.
CoMMENTARY.

cufers of providence (from v 112 to 122)and fthews them, that
complaints againit the effablifbed order of things begin in the highe/?

{r&_,(:.fm’:r}:, from mifapplied req fon and power, and end in the bighe/?
impiety, n an attempt to degrade the God of heaven, and affume

his place :

Alone made perfect bere, immortal there :

That is, be made God, wha only is perfelt and hath ;’mmm‘m:’ify =
"T'o which fenfe the lines immediately following confine us ;

Snatch from bis hand the balance and the rod,
Re-judge his juftice, be the God of Ged.

VER. 123. In Pride, inreas’ning Pridey ourerror lies; €3¢,

NoTegs.

VER.123.[nPride,&5c.] Ar-
nobius has paffed the fame cen-
fure on thefe very follies, which
he fuppofes to arife from the
caufe here affigned. — Nihil ¢ff
quod nos fallat, nibil quod nobis
polliceatur [pes caffas (id qued
nobis @ quibufdam dicitur viris

I

immoderata fui opinione fublatis)
animas immortales effe, Deo,
rerum ac principi, g.r.f:ﬁ'zz proxi-
mas dignitatis, genitore illo ac
patre prolatas,divinas, fapientes,
doclas, neque ulla corporis at-
trectatione contiguas, Adverfus
gentes,




Ep. L. ESSAY ON MAN.

~J

Pride ftill is aiming at the bleft abodes, 125

Men would be Angels, Angels would be Gods.

Afpiring to be Gods, if Angels fell,

Afpiring to be Angels, Men rebel:

And who but wifhes to invert the laws

Of OrbER, fins againft th’Eternal Caufe. 130
V. Afk for what end the heav’nly bodies fhine,

Earth for whofe ufe ? Pride anfwers, **Tis for mine:

COMMENTARY.

From thefe men the poet now turns to his friend, and (from
¥ 123 to 130) remarks, that the ground of all this extravagance
is Pride; which, more or lefs, infects the whole Species ; fhews
the ill effe@s of it, in the cafe of the fallen Angels; and ob-
ferves, that even wifbing to invert the laws of Order, is a lower
fpecies of their crime: Then brings an inftance of one of the
effects of Pride, which is the folly of thinking every thing made
Jolely for the ufe of Man; without the leaft regard to any other
of God’s creatures :
Afk for what end the heav’nly bodies fhine, &e.

The ridicule of imagining the greater pertions of the material
fyftem to be folely for the ufe of Man, Philofophy has fufficiently
expofed : And Common fenfe, as the poet fhews, inftructs us to
know that our fellow-creatures, placed by Providence the joint-
inhabitants of this globe, are defigned by Providence to be joint-
fharers with us of its bleflings:

Has God, thou fool 1 work’d folely for thy geod,
Thy joy, thy paflime, thy attire, thy food ¥
NoTeEs.
VER. 131. AR for what | that Earth is man’s foot-flool,
T

endy £5¢c.] 1f there be any fault | his canspy the Skies, and the
in thefe lines, it is not inthe ge- | heavenly bodies lighted up prin-

neral fentiment, but a want of | cipally for his ufe ; yet not {o,
exaétnefs in exprefling it. —It | to fuppofe fruits and minerals
is the higheft abfurdity to think | given for this end.
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18 ESSAY ON MAN. Ei=1,

““ For me kind Nature wakes her genial pow’r,

LR

Suckles each herb, and {preads out ev'ry flow’r;

*“ Annual for me, the orape. the rofe renew  12c
] = 3 %)

T'he juice ne&areous, and the baln ny dew;

““ For me, the mine a thoufand treafures brings;
“ For me, health gufhes from a thoufand {prings;
“ Seas roll to waft me, funs to i ght me rife;

€ |

My foot-ftool earth, my canopy the fkies.” 140

-
|

But errs not Nature from this gracious end,
From burning funs when livid deaths defee nd,
A7 L *

When ﬁ::-.rthqu;*J-:cai'u-';lf!(:'...v, or when tempefts fwct‘:p

o S ‘-I-J'-- 3 P
‘T'owns to one grave, whole nations to the deep?
CoMMENT ARY,
L';-‘:I }c’? tl]“f fmJ & ﬁ:ru .HFJ:‘ T r’n’r.-'b;’ fna{;'
For him as # indly [preads the flow’ry .z’;..-ta-u. Ep.iii. y 2+,
Jlew'r I Y2

VER. 141. But errs not Nature ﬁ’}“ this gracious endy] The
Autnu: comes next to the crmhlm ition of his Thefis, Th: it par-
tral moral Evil is mwﬂf Govd; but 11tiuduui,'1 it with a
1::':'|pa,1 argument to abate our wonder at the phznomenon of
moral Evil, which argument he builds on a conceflion of his
:1-_11';'-1'l"'11'iu. If we afk ,uu, fays he (from ¥ 140 to 1 50) whe-
ther Nature doth not err from the gracious pt 1n‘,~{{. of its cre ator,
when plagues, earthquake a, and tempe {ts unpeople whole regions
at a time; you i'..i..‘:?'.' anfwer No. For that L;cm adls h\. oe-
neral, and not 1‘_ FtICt l' ir la LW 5 and that the courfe of matter
and motion muft be nece arily fubje&t to fome irre gularities, be-
caufe nothing is C::;;:z::d px riect. I then afk ulu you thould
expect this perfection in Man ? IfF you own that the great end of
God (notwithftanding all this deviatic ) be general nappinefs,

then *tis Nature, and not Go d, that a.“n.at;-:-; and do you ex-

—

pect ereater conitan cy in Man ?

¥ -
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Er. L ESSAY ON MAN. 19
«« No (’tis reply’d) the firft Almighty Caufe 145§
<« As not by partial, but by gen’ral laws;

<« Th’exceptions few ; fome change fince all began:
« And what created perfe®?”’—Why then Man ?
If the great end be human Happinefs,

Then Nature deviates; and can Man do lefs? 150
As much that end a conftant courfe requires

Of .thow’rs and fun-fhine, as of Man’s defires;

COMMENTARY.
That is, if Nature, or the inanimate fyftem (on which God
hath impofed his laws, which it obeys as a machine obeys the
hand of the workman) may in courfe of time deviate from its
firft direGtion, as the beft philofophy thews it may ; where is the
wonder that Man, who was created a free Agent, and hath it
in his' power every moment to tranfgrefs the eternal rule of
Right, fhould fometimes go out of Order ?

VER. 151. As much that end &¢.] Having thus fhown how
moral evil came into the world, namely, by Adan’s abufe of bis
own free-will; he comes to the point, the confirmation of his
thefis, by thewing how moral evil promotes good ; and employs
the fame conceflions of his adverfaries, concerning natural evil,
to illuftrate it.

1. He fhews it tends to the goed of the whale, or Univer [
(from ¥ 151 to 164) and this by analogy. You own, fays he,
that ftorms and tempefls, clouds, rain, heat, and variety of fea-

NorTES.

VER. 150. Then Naturede- | ¢ which may have rifen from
piates; &c.] ¢ While comets { ¢ the mutual a&tions of comets
¢ move in very eccentric orbs, | ¢ gnd planets upon one ano-
< in all maonner of pofitions, | ¢ ther, and which will be apt
¢¢ blind Fate could never make | ¢ to increafe, “till this fyftem

4] = | - G G e e e O
<¢ all the planets move one and | ¢ wants a rerormation. Sir

¥ ~ -4 1. | i s s EYiian 3
¢ the fame way in orbs con- | Jfaac Newton's Upticsy; JEG

¢¢ centric ; fome inconhidera- touit.

¢ ble irregularitics excepted, |

(=




If plag
‘wmr then a Borgia, or
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£18 IVICI Ior ever temp'ra

gues or earthquakes break not Heav’n’s

te, calm, and wife.
breal sdefign,
a Catiline ? 156

ENTARY,

fons are ﬂemf}.v (notwithftanc ding the accidental evil they bring
I

with them) to the health a;
fthould you fuppofe the

nd punt} of this Globe ; why then
re 15 not the fime ufe, with regard to the

Univerfe, in a Borgia : n{l a Catline? But you fay you can fee

the one and not EhL, other.

]

You fay right :
this mm the other refers to the wihole

one terminates in
of whieh none are

a nlm: of judging but the great Author of i himfelf: For,

ien the ljucl i Lhnothm place,

il

"_’_’fp s Frame the beari nESy ar nd the Z“af'
7 be ﬂ ong connellions, nice dap.cmfmum,
Gradations Juft, bas rf} pervading foul
Look’d thre’ 2 or can a part contain the whole ? 3 29, & feq.

Own therefore, fays he, here, that
From Pnd;, Sfrom P?:Jf‘, our very Reas’ mrfg SPrings
Account for moral, as me nat’ral thing
Wby charge we Heav'n in t) ofe, in .f"=.= -".s acquit 2
{n bothy to reafon right is to h.:'m

NoTEs.

VER. 155. If plagues, t5¢.]
What hath mifled fom(, per-
fons in this paflage, is their fup-
pofing the comparifon to be
between the effects of tweo
things in this fmﬂmmrv world ;
when not only the f:lcwancn
but the juftnefs of it, confifls

i its beir 12 b ietween the effecls
of a tmnr in the wnive rfe at
large, and the familiar and
known effe@s of one in this
Jublunary world. Forthe yoﬁ-
tion inforced in thefe lines s
this, that partial evil tends 1o
the ua:wf of the whole :

Refpecting Man, whatever wrong vﬂ call
i 3 >

May, muft be righty as relative to al,

How. does the poet inforce it ?
If you will believe thefe per-
fons, in tluftrating the effcéls

¥ 51
of pura.;tl moral evil in a par-
ticular fyftem, by that of par-
tial natural evil in the fame

Er. I,




Er. L ESSAY ON MAN 21
Who knows but he, whofe hand the light
forms,

Who heaves old Ocean, and who wings the ftorms;
Pours fierce Ambition in a Caefar’s mind, 150
Or turns young Ammon loofe to fcourge mankind ?
From pride, from pride, our very reas nln;g fprings;
Account for moral, as for nat’ral things:
Why charge we Heav'vin thofe, in thefe acquit?
In both,, to reafon right s to fubmit.

Better fof Us, perhaps, it might appear, 163§
Were there all harmony, all virtue here ;

CoMMENTARY.

VER. 165 Better for us, @e.] L..lt., fecondly, to ftrengthen
the foregomng mm’f’nrm’ argument, and to make *h* wifdom and
ﬂ'uodnda of C-:UL ﬂ il more apparent, he obferves {from y 165

NoTEs.

fyftem, while he leaves his po/i- | ps uu.x,lx analogys 1. & Tet tting
tion in the lurch. But the | it by, and ;1*1pa1m~’f1t with, a
poet reafons at another rate: thing certain ;3 and it 15 a thing
The way to prove his point, | certain, that partial mtuml
he knew, was to illuftrate the | ev il tends to the good of our
effect of pﬁrtml moral evil in | particular [yftem.

the univer e, by partial natural VER. 157. Wha knows but
evil in a particular fyffem. he, &¢.] The fublimity with

Whether partial moral evil which the -great Author of

tend to the good of the uni- Nature is here charaferifed,

verfe, being a queftion whu.n, is but the fecond beauty of

by reafon oi our ignorance of | this fine pallage. The greateft
many parts of that univerfe, | is the making the u,r) dif~
we cannot decide, but from | pel niatic )llﬁb‘jLCJ[Ld to, thepara-
known effeGs; the rules of phrafis of his Tidle,
argument require that it be

B3
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22 ESSAY ON MAN. Er. I.

That never air or ocean felt the wind ;
That never paffion diﬁ:ompos’d the mind.

CoMMEMTARY.
to 172) that zwral evil is not only produftive of good to the
whole, but is even productive of gosd in our own Syftem. It
might, fays he, perhaps, appear better to us, that there were
nothing in this world but peace and virtue :

That never air or ocean felt the wind ;

That never paffion difcompos’d the mind.

But then confider, that 2s our material Siffem is fupported by
the ftrife of its elementary particles ; o is our infe lectual fy/fem
by the confliét of our Paffions, which are the elements of hu-
man action.

In a word, as without the benefit of tempeftuous winds, both
air and ocean would ftagnate, corrupt, and fpread univerfal con-
tagion throughout all the ranks of animals that inhabit, or are
fupported by, themy fo, without the benefit of the Paffions,
{fuch virtue as was merely the effect of the abfence of thofe
Paffions, would be a lifelefs calm, a ftoical Apathy :

C'f;?:"f?'ffrgfd ﬁ!:.; j’rn:'(.':?'l;ffj? :3 fa’{ £ fa’?‘éﬁ? b
A S Al = i
But health of Mind is Exercife, #or Reft. Ep.ii. ¥ 103

Therefore, inftead of regarding the Confliét of the elements,
and the Paffions of the mind as diforders, you ought to confider
them as part of the general order of Providence : And that they
are fo, appears from their always preferving the fame unvaried
courfe, throughout all ages, from the creation to the prefent
time:

The gen’ral order, fince the W hols began,
Is kept in'Nature, and is kept in Man.

We fee, therefore, it would be doing great injuftice to our
author to fufpeé that he intended, by this, to give any enicourage-
ment to Vice. His fyftem, as all his Ethic Epiitles thew, is
this: That the Paffions, for the reafons civen above, are ne-
ceflary to the fupport of Virtue; That, indeed, the Paflions in
excefs produce Vice, which 18, In its own Nature, the greateft of
all Evils, and comes into the world from the abufe of Man’s free-

wil; but that God, in his infinite wifdom and goodnefs, devi-
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But ALy fubfifts by elemental ftrife s
And Paflions are the elements of Life. 170
The gen’ral ORDER, fince the whole began,
Is kept in Nature, and is kept in Man:
V1. What would this Man? Now upward will
he foar,

And little lefs than Angel, would be more; 174

COMMENTARY.
oufly turns the natural bias of its malignity to the advancement
of human happinefs, and makes it produétive of general Good :
THETERNAL ART EDUCES Goop FrRom ILL.
Ep. ii. y 175,

This fet againft what we have obferved of the Poet’s doétrine
of a future State, will furnith us with an inftance of his fleering
(as he well exprefles it in his preface) between Doéirines feem-
ingly sppofite 1 If his Effay has any merity be thinks it is in this.
And doubtlefs it is uncommon merit to reject the extravagances
of every Syitem, and take in only what is rational and real.

The Charatieriftics and the Fable of the Bees are two feem-
ingly inconfiftent fyftems; the extravagancy of the firft 1s in
giving a fcheme of Virtue without Religion ; and of the latter,
in giving a fcheme of Religion without Virtue. Thefe our Poet
leaves to Any that will take them up; but agrees however fo
far with the firft, that «¢ Virtue would be worth having, though
c¢ jtfelf was its only reward ;” and fo far with the latter, that
«« God makes Evil, againit its nature, productive of Good.”

VER. 173. #hat would this Man 2 t5¢.] Having thus juftified
Providence in its permi[fion of partial MORAL EVIL, he employs
the remaining part of his Epiltle in vindicating it from the 1o~

NoTESs.
VEPE' 169_. ?}mf all [ubfifts than /i';.igf?!', f:'| Theu baft
£5¢.] See this {ubject extended made him a little lower than

in Ep. ii. from y go to I12, the Angels, and baft ¢rowned
155, Ue. him with gloy aad ‘oneurs

VER. 174, And little lefs Pfalm viii. g,
B 4
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o4 ESSAY ON MAN, Er. I,
Now looking downwards, juit as griev'd appears
To want the firength of bulls, the fur of bears.
Made for his ufe all creatures if he call,

Say what their ufe, had he the ow'rs of all?

i~ R o]

Nature to thefe, without protufion, kind,

The proper organs, proper pow’rs affign’d; 180

f

Each feeming want compenfated of courfe,
Here with degrees of fwifinefs, there of force ;

ComMmMENTARY.
putation of certain fuppofed NATURAL EVILS. For now he
thews (from y 172 to 207) that though the complaint of his
adverfaries againft Providence be on pretence of real moral evils ;
yet, at bottom, it all proceeds from their impatience under 7#a-
ginary naiural ones, the iffue of a depraved appetite for vifionary
advantages, which if Man bad, they would be either ufelefs or
pernicisus to him, as unfuitable to his ftate, or repugnant to his
condition, Though God (fays he) hath fo bountifully beftowed,
on Man, Faculties litide lefs than angelic, yet he ungratefully
grafps at higher; and then, extravagant in another extreme,
with a pafiion as ridiculous as that is IMpious, envies even the '
peculiar accommodations of brutes, But here his own princi-
ples thew his folly. - He fuppofes them all made for his ufe ;
Now what ufe could he have of them, when he had robbed them
of all their qualities ? Qualities, diftributed with the higheft
wildom, as they are divided at prefent ; but which, if beftowed
according to the froward humour of thefe childifh complainers,
would be found to be, every where, either wanting or [uper-
fluous.  But even with thefe brutal qualities, Man would not
;'.-ni;,- be no gainer, but a confiderable lofer; as is thews, in

NoTEs.
VER. 182, Eere with do- | ftrength, their fwifenefs is lef-
eEs f'_;’-g{.-.r;f};:g_',-’j, &l It is | fenec ; Oras thf:}r’ are formed

a certan axiom in the anato- JF for {wiftnefs, their itrf.:ng_th 1s
my of creatures, that in pro- [ abated. P,
portion as they are formed for |
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All in exa& proportion to the ftate;

Nothing to add, and nothing to abate.

Fach beaft, each infedt, happy in its own: 185

Is Heav’n unkind to Man, and Man alone?

Shall he alone, whom rational we call,

Be pleas’d with nothing, if not blefs’d with all?
The blifs of Man (could Pride that blefiing find}

Is not to a& or think beyond mankind ; 190

No pow’rs of body or of foul to fhare,

But what his nature and his {tate can bear.

Why has not Man a microfcopic eye?

For this plain reafon, Man is not a Fly.

Say what the ufe, were finer optics giv'n, 195

T’infpect a mite, not comprehend the heav'n ¢

Or touch, if tremblingly alive all o’er,

To fmart and agonize at ev'ry pore P

Or quick effluvia darting thro’ the brain,

Die of a rofe in aromatic pain? 200

If nature thunder’d in his op’ning ears,

And ftunn’d him with the mufic of the {pheres,

COMMENTARY.
explaining the confequences that would follow from his having
his fenfations in that exquifite degree, in which thisor that animal
is obferved to poflefs them. ;
NoTES.
VER. 202. Stunn’d himwith | inftance is poetical and even

the mufic of the [pheres,} This | fublime, but mifplaced, He
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26 ESSAY ON MAN. Er. I.

How would he wifh that Heav’n had left him ftill
The whifp’ring Zephyr, and the purling rill ?
Who finds not Providence all good and wife, 205
Alike in what it gives; and what denies?

VII. Far as Creation’s ample range extends,
The fcale of fenfual, mental pow’rs afcends :
Mark how it mounts, to Man’s imperial race,
From the green myriads in the peopled grafs: 210
What modes of fight betwixt each wide extreme,
'The mole’s dim curtain, and the lynx’s beam:
Of {mell, the headlong lionefs between,

And hound fagacious on the tainted green :

COMMENTARY.

VER. 207. Far as Creation’s ample rangs extends,] He tells us
next (from ¥ 206 to 233) that the complying with fuch extra-
vagant defires would not only be ufelefs and pernicious to Man,
but would be breaking into the Order, and deforming the
Beauty of God’s Creation, in which #bis animal is fubjeét to
that, and every one to Man; who by his Reafon enjoys the
fum of all their powers.

NoTEs.

s arguing philofophically ina | gery of ruling Angels : For
cafe that required him to em- | whether there be raling Angels
ploy the 7eal objes of fenfe | or no, there is real motion,
only : And, what is worfe, he | which was all his argument
fpeaks of this as a real ob- wanted ; but if there be no
ject==If NATURE thunder’d, | mufic of the [pheres, there was
&c. The cafe is different | no real found, which his argu-
where (in ¥ 2532) he fpeaks | ment could not do without.

of the motion of the heavenly VER: 213. The bheadlong

bodics under the fublime Ima- | /lone/s] The manner of the
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Of hearing, from the life that fills the flood, 213

To that which warbles thro’ the vernal wood :

The {pider’s touch, how exquifitely fine!

Feels at each thread, and lives along the line:

In the nice bee, what fenfe fo {ubtly true

From pois’nous herbs extracts the healing dew 7220

How Inftin& varies in the grov’ling fwine,

Compar’d, half-reas’ning elephant, with thine !

'Twixt that, and Reafon, what a nice barrier;

For ever fep’rate, yet for ever near!

Remembrance and Refle&tion how ally’d ;

225

What thin partitions Senfe from Thought divide :

NoTEs.

Lions hunting their prey in
the deferts of Africa is this:
At their firft going out in the
night-time they fet up a loud
roar, and then liften to the
noife made by the beafts in
their flight, purfuing them by
the ear, and not by the noftril.
It is probable the ftory of the
jackal’s hunting for the lion,
was occafioned by obfervation
of this defet of fcent in that
terrible animal. P.

VER. 224. For ever [¢p’rate,
&f¢.] Near, by the fimilitude
of the operations; [eparate,
by the immenfe difference in
the nature of the powers.

VER. 226. What thin par-

Atheiftic philofophers, as Pro-
agoras, held that thought was
only fenfe; and from thence
concluded, that every imagi-
nation or opinion of every man
was true » Naca Qulacia s
But the poet deter-
mines more philofophically 3
that they are really and effen-
tially different, how thin fo-
ever the partition is by which
they are divided. Thus (to
illuftrate the truth of this ob-
fervation) when a geometer
confiders a triangle, in order
to demonftrate the equality of
its three angles to two right
ones, he has the picture or
image of fome fenfible trian-

> '
e anbic,

titions &¢.] S> thin, that the l gle in his mind, which is fen/e;
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28 ESSAY O N- M-AN. Ep. L
And Middle natures, how they long to join,

Yet never pafs th’infuperable line !

Without this juft gradation, could they be

Subjected, thefe to thofe, or all to thee ?

b
Lo
Q

The pow’rs of all fubdu’d by thee alone,
Is not thy Reafon all thefe pow’rs in one ?

VIIL, See, thro' this air, this ocean, and this earth,
All matter quick, and burfting into birth,

CoMMENTARY.

VER. 233. See, thro’ this air, &¢.] And farther (from ¥ 232
to 267) that this breaking the order of things, which, as a link
or chain, connects all beings from the higheft to the lowelt,
would unavoidably be attended with the deftru®ion of the Uni-
verfe: For that the feveral parts of it muft at leafs compofe as

entire and harmonious 2 whole, as the parts of a human body,
can hardly be doubted: Yet we fee what confufion it would
make in our frame, if the members were fet upon invading
cach other’s office:
7] LB " . y - fo .
What if the foot, &'c, ¥ 259, Y.

Vho will not acknowledge, therefore, that fo harmonious a
NoTEsS.

yet notwithftanding, he muft | thefe fpecies. On thisaccount
needs have the notion or idea | it was that Ariftotle faid,

i SR AT PR s Vot o s ; ;
of an intellectual triangle like- | Norpala w0 Sialos, 55 #n Qarldo-
3 3 B A e s, ok : : e e S
wife, which is tmougit 5 for | wale evas, n 98 ravre Qo oz~

this plain reafon, becaufe cvery | male, ard’ de dvev Qaslacudror.
image or picture of a trian- | The conceptions of the mind dif-
cle muit needs he obtufangu- | fer fomewhat from Jenfible
lar, or reftangular, or acutan- | images s they are not Jenfible
gular; but that which, in his | images, and yet not quite free
mind, is the {ubject of his pro- | or difengaged Jrom  [enfible
pofition is the ratio of a trian- | images.

gle, undetermined to any of
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Above, how high, progrefiive life may go! 233
Around, how wide! how deep extend below !
Vaft chain of Being! which from God began,
Natures @thereal, human, angel, man,

Beaft, bird, fith, infe&, what no eye can fee,

No glafs can reach; from Infinite to thee, 240

From thee to Nothing.—On fuperior pow-’ré

Were we to prefs, inferior might on ours:

e e T =
= TS e e

Or in the full creation leave a void,

W here, one ftep broken, the great {cale’s deftroy’d:

:‘
;
1
i

e
Fre

From Nature’s chain whatever link you firike, 24 5

Tenth or ten thoufandth, breaks the chain alike.
And, if each fyftem in gradation roll

Alike effential to th’amazing Whole;

VARIATIONS.
VER. 238. Ed. 1it.
Ethereal effence, fpirit, {fubftance, man.

COMMENTARY.
conne@ion in the difpofition of things, as is here deferibed, 1s
tranfcendently beautiful?  But the Fatalifts fuppofe fuch an
one.—What then ? Is the Firft Free Agent, the great Caufe of
all things, debarred from a contrivance fo exquifite, becaufe
fome Men, to fet up their idol, Fate, abfurdly reprefent it as
prefiding over fuch a fyftem?

NoTES.

VER. 243. Or in the full | and wsid here meant, relating
creation leave a woid, ¢.] | not to Matter, but to Laife.
This is only an illuftration, VER. 247. Andy if each
alluding to the Peripatetic ple- | fi/lem in gradation voll] The.
nam and vacuum 3 the full l verb alludes to the mstjon of

F
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30 ESSAY ON MAN: Epk

The leaft confufion but in one, not all

That {yftem only, but the Whole muft fall, - 50
Let Earth unbalanc’d from her orbit fly,

Planets and Suns run lawlefs thro’ the fky ;

Let ruling Angels from their {pheres be hurl’d,
Being on Being wreck’d, and world on world ;
Heav’n’s whole foundations to their centre nod,25%
And Nature trembles to the throne of God.,

L.*

All this dread OrRDER break—for whom? for thee?
Vile worm ! —oh Madnefs! Pride! Impiety!

IX. What if the foot, ordain’d the duft to tread,
Or hand, to toil; afpir’d to be the head ; 260
What if the head, the eye, or ear repin’d
To ferve mere engines to the ruling Mind ?

No T-Es.
the planetary bodies of each [ for the foundation of his ]-‘.J";hy
fy ﬂun, and to the fleures de= | had afforded hin n; and that is

fcribed by that motion, the exprefling himfelf (‘b[u.l\.,;}
VER, 251. Let Earthun- | in Plitonic notions ; which,
bala ne'd] 1. e. Being no lon- | lucki ily for his purpofe, are

ger kept within its orbit by the highly poetical, at the fame

mfu_rt.nt directions of its pro- | time that they add a grace to

greflive and Hmauncmutmm, the uniformity of his re:

whi ich, like equal weights in a | ing.

balance, keep it in an equi- |r Ver. 25G.  What if the

libre. _,.":-:', ,.¢] This fine iljuftra-
VER. 253 Lt ruling An- | tion in u{.Ltl{‘c of the Syfte

fon-

ak

gels &e.] 1].L poet, through- | of Narare, is taken from Tt

out. this pocm, with great art | Paul, who employed it to
lJ.jL‘l an c‘Li‘ intaoe L._, W Jin..:: 1..; i‘_‘".E 'l[c S J'-'.';, _"" (J.r.u'rf
'P]ﬂ"'!ri'!, INg a jr}.(:’f,.r.;.. l l!ll\--_ 1C E




Ep.I. BSSAY ON'MAN, 31

Juft as abfurd for any part to claim
To be another, in this gen’ral frame:
Juft as abfurd, to mourn the tafks or pains, 2635
The great direGting M1ND of Ary ordains.

All are but parts of one ftupendous whole,
Whofe body Nature is, and God the foul;

COMMENTARY.

Ver. 267. Al are but parts of one_ftupendous swhole,] Having
thus given a reprefentation of God’s creation, as gne entire whole,
where all the-parts have a neceflary dependence on, and relation
to each other, and where every Particular works and concurs to
the perfection of the whole; as fuch 2 fyftem would be thought
above the reach of vulgar ideas; to reconcile it to common con-
ceptions, he fhews {from y 260 to 281) that God is equally
and intimately prefent to every fort of fubjiance, to every par-
ticle of matter, and in every inftant of betnz 3 which eafes the
 lefs, from fuch a

labouring imagination, and makes it expect i

Prefence, than fuch a Difpenfation.

NoTzes.

Ver. 265. Fuf as abfurd, | and fo, we know, would St.

&¢e.] See the Profecution and | Paul too, when writing on the
application of this in Ep.iv. P. | fame fubject, namely the om-
VER. 266. The great di- i niprefence of Geod in his Provi-
refiing Mind e ] Veneramur | dence, and in his Subftance.
i
.

sy h [ 2 > = ' foc. 3 o G s o -
autem & colimus b domimium. I him we lHve and move and

Deus enim fine dominio, previ- have our being 3 1. & We are
dentia, & caufis finalibus, aihil | parts of him, his offspring, as
aliud eft quamFarom & Na- | the Greek poet, a pantheiit
rura.  Newtoni Princip. | quoted by the Apoitle, ob-
Schol. gener. fub finem. 1 ferves: And the reafon is, be-
|

VERr. 268, #hofe body Na- caufe a religious theift and an
ture 1552686 A certain exa- | lmpious p;mthtii"t both profefs
miner remarks, on this line, | to believe the omniprefence of
that ¢ A Spinozift would ex- i God, But would Spinoza, as
«¢ prefs himfelf in this Man- § Mr. Pope does, call God the

' 13 - y L = T WA o T
: oreat directing  Mind ‘of ally

ner.” I believe he would, ; g
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32 ESSAY ON M AN, . L

That, chang’d thro’ all, and yet in all the fame ;

Great in the earth, as in th’ethereal frame JEagrh

NoTFEs.

who hath i:]fE‘llinI'l_El“}-’ created
a perfect Univerfe! Or would

a Spinozift have told us,

The workman from the work difliné? was K10,

a line that overturns all Spino-
P

ziim from its very foundations.

But this fyblime defcription
of the Godhead contains not
only the divinity of St. Paul ;

but, if that will not fatisfy the
men he writes againft, the phi-
lofoply likewife of Sir Ifaac
Newton.

‘The poet fays,

Al are but parts of one Supendors whole,
Whofe body Nature is, and God the foul,

That, chang’d thro’ ail, and yet in all the fame,
Great tn the earth, as in th’ zthereal Jrame,
Warms in the fun, refrefbes in the breeze,
Glows in the flars, and bloffors in the trees,
Lives thre’ all life, extends thro all extent,
Spreads undivided, operates unfpent,

"The Philofopher :—17 ip /5 con-
tinentur & moventur univer(a,
J¢d abjque mutua paffione. Deus
nifil patitur ex carparum mo=
tibus 3 illa nullam Jentiunt
refiffentiam ex omnipre fentia
Dei.—Corpore omni & figura
corporea deflituitur. — Omnig

Mr. Pope :

regit & ommia cognofcit.— Cum
unaqueque Spatii particula [it
Jemper, & unumguodgue Durq-
tionis indivifibile momentum
ubiquey certe rerum omnium Fa-
bricator ac Dominus nen erit
nunguam, nufquam,

Breathes in our foul, informs our mortal part,
As full, as perfect, in a bair, as heart

As full, as perfesd, in vile Man that mourns,
As the rapt Seraph that adores and burns :

2o bim no bigh, no low, no greaty, no [mall ;

[=

H fills, be bounds, connests, and equals all,

Sir Ifaac Newton : — Aunon ex
phenomenis conflat effe entem in-

eqrporem, t',-"z:ms‘c’m, ﬁ;fﬂfﬁgm-
tems omnipra fentems qui in [pa-




Er. L. ESSAY ON MAN. 33
Warms in the fun, refrefhes in the breeze,

Glows in the ftars, and blofloms in the trees,
Lives thro’ all life, extends thro’ all extent,
Spreads undivided, operates unfpent;

Breathes in our foul, informs our mortal part, 275

As full, as perfed, in a hair as heart ;
NorTEs.

tio infinito, tanquam [enforia | tO the perfection of the whole-
Jua, res ipfas intime cernat, But allow him to employ the
penitufque per[pictat, totafque | paflage in the fenfe of St. Paul,
intra fe prefens prefentes com- That we and all creatures live
plectatur. and move and have our being in

But now admitting, for ar- | God; and then it will be feen
gument’s fake, there was an | to be the moft logical fupport
ambiguity in thefe expreflions, of all that had preceded. For
fo great, as that a Spinozift | the poet having, as we fay,
might employ them to exprefs | laboured through his epiftle to
his own particular principles; | Prove, that every thing in the
and fuch a thing might well Univerfe tends, by a forefeen
be, becaufe the Spinozifts, in | contrivance, and a prefent di-
order to hide the impiety of | rection of all its parts, to the
their principle, are ufed to ex- | perfection of the whole; it
prefs the Omniprefence of | might be objected, that fuch a
God in terms that any religi- | difpofition of things implying
ous Theift might employ. In | in God a painful, operofe, and
this cafe, 1 fay, how are we inconceivable extent of Pro-
to judge of the poet’s mean- vidence, it could not be fup-
ing ? Surely by the whole tenor pofed that fuch care extended
of his argument. Now take | to all, but was confined to the
the words in the fenfe of the | more noble parts of the crea-
Spinozifts, and he is made, in tion. This grofs conception
the conclufion of his epiftle, | of the Firft Caufe the poet ex-
to overthrow all he has been | pofes, by {hewing that God is
advancing throughout the body equally and intimately prefent
of it: For Spinozifm is the de- | to every particle of Matter,
fruction of an Univerfe, where | to every fort of Subftance, and
every thing tends, by a fore- | in every inftant of Being.
feen contrivance inall its parts,
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24 ESSAY ON MAN. Er. I.

As full, as perfed, in vile Man that mourns,

As the rapt Seraph that adores and burns :

To him no high, no low, no great, no {mall;

He fills, he bounds, conneés, and equals all, 280
A. Ceafe then, nor OrRDER Imp{: -fection name:

Our proper blifs depends on what we blame.

VARTIATIONS.
After 3 282. in the MS.
Reafon, to think of God when fhe p retends,
Begins a Cenfor, an Adorer ¢nds.

CoMMENTARY.

V ER. .LSI. {z f?!r f.w.?? Hor Um’:r fﬁife.?; E‘if‘?? HAmMe ] r‘;h(x
now the poet, as he had promifed, having windicated the ways of
God to Hfd 5, concludes ( knum ¥r ?&:3 to the Lr]dl that, from what
had been faid, it appears, that the very things we blame, con-

* ] Pl
tribute to our H*ppumﬂ, either as Particulars, or as [drh of
the Univerfal {yftem ; that our State of Ignorance was allotted
to us out of cmnpqﬁnn, that yet we have as much Know-
ledge as is fufficient to fhew us that we are, and always fhall
be, as bleft as we can bearj for that NATURE is neither a
tratenic chain of blind Caufes and Effeds,
(All Nature 7s but Art, unknown 5 ¢ hee)
nor yet the fortuitous refult of Epicurean Aton ns,
(Al Chance, Dire&ion, which thou canf? not fee)
as thofe tt’m {pecies of atheifm Iuppo‘hd it; but the wonderful
Art : ml Direétion, unknown indeed to T\’HL“ of an all-powerful,
all-wife, all- Unm], and free Being.  And thumu:,, we may be

affured, that the arguments, brou xht above, to prove partial
moral Evil produive of univer ..l"uuod, are conclufive ; from

NorTts

VER. 278. A5 the rapt | name Seraphim, fignifying
Seraph &e.] Alluding to the | burners,




Bs.§. BSSAY ON MAN. g8
Know thy own point: This kind, this due degree
Of blindnefs, weaknefs, Heav’n beftows on thee.
Submit.— In this, or any other {phere, 283
Secure to be as bleft as thou canft bear:

Safe in the hand of ‘one difpofing Pow’r,

Or in the natal, or the mortal hour.

COMMENTARY.

whence one certain truth refults, in fpite of all the pride and
cavils of vain Reafon, That WHATEVER I8, IS RigHT.

That the reader may fee in one view the Exaltnefs of the
Method, as well as Force of the Argument, I fhall here draw
up a fhort fynopfis of this Epiftle. The poet begins by telling
us his fubject is an Effay on Man: That his end of writing
s t0 vindicate Providence: That he intends to derive his argu-
ments, from the wifible things of God feen in this [yftem : Lays
down this Propofition, That of all poffible [3ftems infinite Wifdom
has form’d the beft : draws from thence two Confequences,
t. That there muft needs be [omewbhere [uch a creature as Man
o. That the moral Evil which he is author of; is productive of
the Good of the Whole. This is his general Thefis; from whence
he forms this Conclufion, That Man fhould veft fubmiffive and
contenty and make the bopes of Futurity bis comfort s but not [uffer
this to be the occafion of PRIDE, which is the caufe of all his
impious complaints.

He proceeds to confirm his Thefis.—Previoufly endeavours
to abate our wonder at the phznomenon of msral Evil; fhews,
firft, its ufe to the Perfection of the Univerfe, by Analogy, from
the ufe of phyfical Evil in this particular {yftem.—Secondly, #ts
ufe in this [y/tem, where it is turned, providentially, from its
natural bias, to promote Virtue. Then goes on to vindicate
Providence from the imputation of certain [uppofed naiural
Evils 5 4s he had before juftified it for the Permiflion of real
moral Evil, in fhewing that, though the atheift’s complaint
againtt Providence be on pretence of real moral Evil, yet the
true caufe is his impatience under imaginary natural Evil; the
iflue of a depraved appetite for j}fu.-'r:f_,r'f.;-;.:! advantages, which, if
obtained, would be #/felefs or bhurtful to Man, and deforming
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36 5S5AY ON MAN.  Eel

All Nature is but Art, unknown to thee ;

All Chance, Dire&ion, which thou canft not fee ;

All°Difcord, Harmony not underftood ; 291

All partial Evil, univerfal Good :

And, fpite of Pride, in erring Reafon’s fpite,

One truth is clear, WnATEVER 15, is RIGHT.
CommenTARY.

and deftru@ive to the Univer lu, as hw*l*mfr mto that Order by

wm_n it is fuppmtul — He defcribes that Urder, Harmony, and

clofe Conneclion of the Parts; and, by fhewing thc mr:mcfta. pre-

fence of God to his whole creation, gives a reafon for an Uni-

verfe fo ar 114z1r1-1;1;_.-‘ beautiful and perfect.  From all this he de-
mt]:ii}m, That Nature !";"}w netther a blind

duces his general Co

cLain of (_,:,.;,-,-,,:-_.- and f_.ui_.- ecisy nor e ot the _,fw lots refult f; wan-
{-'r,'-;'.-.._.: r'.'['}u’.r:'\ c"..-'.'.-_"' & TGN J’r:r '.r.fﬁ {f.f.’j J?.v‘ ree .._,f an (1“' T{,;/;

all-vo0d, ¢ r free fum- ; WHATEVER 1S, IS B’.u,zm‘ with re-
gaid to the L"; vfition of God, and its Ultimate Luﬁ'm_y, which

once granted, all complaints againft Providence are at an end.

NorTEs,
VEIR. 204. One truth is efpecially when the author, in
clea 7 &'c.] It will be hard to | this very epiftle, has himfelf
think any caviller thould have | thus explained it

','In,\,‘LL[ to this LtJuk.iL!s.[*.]h, i

Man, whatever wroy 1w we call,
Y be right, as relative to ALL—
lany qwbs here Jecms p-.:n_clp'-_'.l alone,

-n‘ 1 r 8 ey 27 5 =rege @
{0 8 2] e JPhi 'i Uningwn

“ hirft lofing his head on the
G, we muft have faid
5 rights at the fight
*¢ tooof his judges condemn-
““ ing him, we muft have {aid
€ ihis as vight 3 at the fight of

cut without any regard to the

1

i
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Er. L ESSAY ON MAN,

3

NorTESs.

<¢ fome of thefe .judges, taken

¢ and conde .mmd for the
¢< 3&Hon which he had own-
(44

ed 1o be right, he muft Imu’,
< cried out this 15 doubly right
Never was any thing more a-
mazing than that th; abfurdi-
ties arifing from the fenfe in
which this critic E‘lkf_"‘i the
grand plmU‘}JL, of whaiever
z~, is righty did not fhew him
his miftake: For could any
one in his fenfes -:'mplw a
propofition in a meaning from
whence fuch evident Ahlur-
dities immediately arife? 1have
obferved, that this conclufion,
whatever is, 1S right, is a con-
fequence of thefe prmmﬁu.
that partial Evil tends to uni-
verfal Good 3 which the au-
thor employs as a ps'[m:[p!c to
humble the pride of Man, who
would impioufly make God
accountable for his creation.
What then does common fenfe
teach us to underftand by what-
EVEr f.ﬁ', is5 }'."l;;:’n‘:g Did the pOEt
mean right with regard to
Man, or 11frht with rezard to
God; rwht with n,"md to 1t-
{elf, or right with ]t'TJ.I’d to

its ultimate tendency ! Surely
wiTH REGARD TO GoOD;
for he tLu: us his de f'“l 15 tO
‘I,-'I.'.-'.':'r'b(.. ?‘.“ Ty S "f u od 1o
Man. Surely, with regard to
its ULTIMATE TENDENCY 3
for he tells us
tial 1ll is univerfal good, ¥ 29
Now is this any encoura; r”. nt
to Vice? Or does it t.ke off
from the crime of him wi‘:-ca
commits it, that God provi
dCi‘lthdl}' yroduces (Good out
of Evil? Had Mir. Pope -ab-
ruptly faid his cum.h.mow,
the nfuf :y all is, that qwhat-
cwer 15, 5 right, the objector
had even tth been inexcufa-
ble for putting fo abfurd - a
{enfe upon the words, when h\.
m'f*m have feen tha t it was a
conclufion from the f“ni:lnl
principle abovementioned ; and
therefore muit neceffarily have
another meaning. But what
muft we think of him, when
the poet, to prevent miitakes,
bad al:.u'.le,l in this very
place, rlz.. principle itfelf, to-
gether w th this con ‘u*“ni s
the ont'*qm wce of it !

All Difcord, Hn:rnrj-r;_; not underflood
All partial Evil, w'um‘;‘m' Good :
And, _f;:z}.‘ﬁ o/ P;ﬂf(f.s, in erring J'r"fr?‘ f"’ te,

One truth is cleary ¢ Whate

He could not have told his
reader plainer that this conclu-
fion was the confequence of

ever Is, 1S J!\*ﬂb“

that principle, unlefs he had
written THEREFORE in great
Church letters.

L3
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ARGUMENT ot

P8P - paar

Of the Nature and State of Man with refpedt to
Himfelf, as an Individual,

L. THE bufinefs of Man not to pry into God, but to
Sudy himfelf. His Middle Nature 5 bis Powers and
Frailties, ¥ 1 to 19. The Limits of his Cﬂpacity, Y 19,
&c. II. The two Priuciples of Man, Self-love apd
Reafon, 2oth neceflary, 3 53, &c. Self-love the
fronger, and woy, ¥ 67, &c. Their end the Jame,
¥ 81, &c. III. The Passtons, and their ufe, ¥ 93
to 130. 7 ke predominant Paffion, and its force, ¥ 132
to 160. Its Necefity, in direfling Men to different
purpofes, ¥ 165, &c. Irs providential Ufe, in fix-
g our Principle, and ajcertaining our Virtue, y 1 A
IV. Virtue and Vice joined in our mixed Nature 3
the limits near, yet the things feparate and evi-
dent : What is the Office of Reafon, ¥ 3202 to 216,
V. How odious Vice in itfelf, and how we deceive our-
felves into it, ¥ 217. VL. That, bowever, the Ends
of Providence znd general Good are anfwered in our
Paffions and Imperfetions, ¥ 238, &c.  How ufefully
thefe are diftributed fo all Orders of Men, ¥ 241.
How wufeful they are to Society, ¥ 251. Andiothe
Individuals, ¥ 263. very ftate, and every age of
ife, 3 273, &c.
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1I.

P 1-8SFeE

! I. now then thyfelf, prefume not o God
K to {can;
The proper ftudy of Mankind is Man.
Plac’d on this ifthmus of a middle {tate,
‘ A Being darkly wife, and rudely great:

VARIATIONS.
Ver. 2. Ed. 1ft.
The only fcience of Mankind is Man,

COMMENTARY.

Ver. 2. The proper fludy tc.] The poet having fhewn, in
: the fir/i epiftle, that the Ways of God are too high for our com-
' prehenfion, rightly draws this conclufion: and methodically
makes it the fubject of his Introdution to the fecond, which

¢reats of the Nature of Man.
But here immediately the -accufers of Providence would be
apt to object, and fay, Admit that we had run into an excefs,
while we pretended to cenfure or penetrate the defigns of Pro-

| vidence, a matter indeed too high for us; yet have you gone as
' far into the oppofite extreme, while you only fend us to the
| NoTES.
|| VER. 3, Placd on this i/th- reprefented Man as doubting
| mus &c.] As the Poet hath | and wavering between the
given us this defcription of | 7ight and wrong obje&; from
1 man for the very contrary pur- which ftate there are great
| hopes he may be relieved by

| pofe to which Scepties are wont

to employ fuch kind of paint-
ings, namely not to deter men

from the  fearch, but to excite |

them to the:di/cvery of truth;
he hath, with great judgment,

a careful and circumipeét ute
of Reafon. “On the contrary,
hzd be fuppofed Mans o blind
as to he bulied chufing, or
i 1

doubtful in hischeice, between

C4




40 ESSAY ON MAN. Epnil

With too much knowledge for the Sceptic fide, z
With too much weaknefs for the Stoic’s pride,
He hangs between ; in doubt to act, or reft ;

In doubt to deem himfelf a God, or Beaft

CoMmMENTARY.
knowledge of our own Nature: You muft mock us when you
talk of this as a ftudy ; for fure we are intimately acquainted
with oUrRsELVEs. The proper conclufion therefore from your
demonttration of our inability to comprehend the ways of God,
is, that we fhould turn ourfelves to the ftudy of the frame of
NaTure. Thus,Ifay, would they be apt to object; for, ofall
Men, thofe who call themfelves Free-thinkers arc moft given up
to Pride; efpecially that kind of it, which confifks in a boafted
knowledge of their own nature, the effeéls of which are fo well

NoTEs.

two objecls equally wrong, the ‘ run into the very abfurdity
cafe had appeared defperate, | which, I have here thewn, Mr.
and all fudy of Man had been I Pope fo artfully avoided. Of
effectually difcouraged. But] which, the learned Reader
his Tranflator, M. D¢ Refnel, I may take the following exam-
not feeing the reafon and ples. The Poet fays,

beauty of this condu&, hath

Man aéls between 5 in doubt to a&, or reft,

Now he tells us ’tis Man’s
duty to aff, not reff, as the
Stoics thought ; and, to this
fix’d as in a Froft,

Contraéied all, retiring to the breaft :

But flrength of mind is EXERCISE not REST,

their principle the latter word

alludes, whofe Virtue, as he
fays afterwards, is

Now hear the T'ranflator, who is not for mincing matters,

Seroit-il en naiffant au travail condamné ?

Ausx douceurs du répos [iroit-il defling ¢
and thefe are both wrong, for yet indulged in the Luxury o
Man is neither condemned to repofe. Again, the Poet, ina
Sflavifh. Tot] and Labour, nor beautiful allufion to Scripture




Ee.H. ESSAY ON MAN. 41
In doubt his Mind or Body to prefer ;

Born but to die, and reas’ning but to err; 10

COMMENTARY,

expofed in the fir2 Epiftle. “The poet, therefore, to convince
them that this ftudy is lefs eafy than they imagine, replies (from
¥ 2 to 19) to the fir/l part of the objection, by deferibing the
dark and feeble ftate of the human Under{tanding, with regard to
the knowledge of ourfelves. And farther, to ftrengthen this ar-
gument, he {hews, in aniwer to the fecond part of the objeétion
(from y 18 to 31) that the higheft advances in natural Fnow-
ledge may be ealily acquired, and yet we, all the while, con-
tinue very ignorant of our felves.  For that neither the cleareft
{cience, which refults from the Newtonian philofophy, nor the
moft fublme, which is taught by the Platonic, will at all afiif
us in this felf-ftudy ; nay, what is more, that Religion itfelf,
when grown fanatical and enthufiaftic, will be equally ufelefs-
Though. pure and fober Religion will beft inftruct us in Man’s
Nature, that knowledge being eflential to Religion, whefe fub-
jeét is Man confidered in all his relations; and, confequently,
whofe object is God.

NoTEs.

fentiments, breaks out into

on man’s condition here,
this juft .and moral refle€tion

Born but to die, and reas’ning but to err.
The Tranflator turns this fine
and fober thought into the

Ce n’eft que pour mourir, qu’il ¢ft né, qu’il refpire,
Et toute fa raifon n’eft prefque qu’un delire.

moft outragious Scepticifin;

and fo makes his Author di-

he fays of Man, that he hath
rectly contradict himfelf, where

too much knowledge for the Sceptic fide.

VER. 10. Born but to die, | hend fome few truths. This
&¢.] The author’s meaning | is the weak flate of Reafon,
is, that, as we are born to die, | in which Error mixes itlelf
and yet enjoy fome fmall por- | with all its true conclufions
tion of life; fo, though we | concerning Man’s Nature,
reajon to erry yet we'compre-




42 ESSAY

ON MAN.

=5 e e AL S

Alike in ignorance, his reafon fuch,
Whether he thinks too little, or too much :
Chaos of Thought and Paflion, all confus’d ;
Still by himfelf abus’d, or difabus’d ;

Created half to rife, and half to fall; 1

Great lord of all things, yet a prey to all;
Sole judge of Truth, in endlefs Error hurl’d:
The glory, jeft, and riddle of the world!

VARIATIONS.

After ¥ 18. in the MS.

For more perfection than

this ftate can bear

In vain we figch, Heav’n made us as we are.

NorTEes.

VER. 11. Alike in igno-
rance, &¢c.] 1. e. The proper
fphere of his Reafon is fo nar-
row, and the exercife of it fo
nicc, that the too immodeérate
ufe of it is attended with the
fame ignorance that proceeds
from the not ufing it at all,
Yet, tho’ in both thefe cafes,
he is abufed by himfelf, he has
it ftill in his own power to
difabufe bimfelf, in making his
Paffions fubfervient to the
means, and regulating his Rea-
fon by the end of Life.

VER. 12. #hether be thinks
too little, or too much :] "This is
fo true, thatignorance arifes as
well from pufhmcr our enquiries
too far, as from not carrying
them far enough, that we may
obferve, whcn Spcculations,
even in ‘%ciance, are carried

beyond a certain point; that |

point where ufe is reafonably
fuppofed to end, and mere
curiofity to begin; they con-
clude in the moft extravagant
and fenfelefs inferences ; fuch
as the unreality of matter;
the reality of fpace; the fer-
vility of the Will, &z, The
reafon of this fudden fall out
of full light into utter darknefs
appears not to refult from the
natural condition of things,
but to be the arbitrary decree
of infinite wifdlom and goed-
nefs, which impofed a barrier
to the extravagances of its
giddy lawlefs creature, al-
ways inclined to purfue truths
of lefs importance too far, to
the nt__r,:,'u.t of thofe mere ne-
ceffary for his improvement in
his ftation here.
VER. 17. Sole judge o fT'J uth,

in endlefs Error burld :] Sumr._

Ep. 11,

L0 ]
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Er. I,

Go, wond’rous creature ! mount where Science

9
Go, meafure earth, weigh aif, and ftate the tides;

guides,

ESSAY ON MAN. 43

VARIATIONS,
As wifely fure a2 modeft Ape might aim
To be like Man, whofe faculties and frame
He fees, he feels, as you or I to be
An Angel thing we neither know nor fee.
Obferve how near he edges on our race;
What human tricks ! how rifible of face !
It muft be fo—why elfe have I the fenfe
OFf more than monkey charms and excellence?
Why elfe to walk on two fo oft effay’d ?
And why this ardent longing for a Maid ?
So Pug might plead, and call his Gods unkind
Till fet on end and married to his mind.

NoTES.

have imagined that the author,
by, in endlefs error hurld,
meant, caff into endlefs error,
or into the regions of endlefs
error, and therefore have taken
notice of it as an incongruity
of fpeech. But they neither
underftood the poet’s language,
nor his fenfe, to hurl and caft
are not {ynonymous ; but are
related only as the genus and
fpecies; for to hurl fignifies,
not fimply to caff, but to ca/f
backward and forward, and is
taken from the rural game
called burling. So that, into
endlefs error burl’d, as thefe
~ritics would have it, would
have been a barbarifm. His
words therefore fignify, toffed

about in endlefs ervor 3 and this
he intended they fhould fig-
nify, as appears from the anti-
thefis, fole judge of fruth. So
that the fenfe of the whole is,
— ¢ Tho’, as fole judge of
<¢ ¢ruth, he is now fixed and
<< ftable; yet, as involved in
<¢ ¢ndlefs error, he IS nOW again
< hurl’d, or tofled up and down
¢ init.”” This thews us how
cautious we ought to be 1n cen-
furing the expreffions of a wri-
ter, one of whole charateriftic
qualities was correctnefs of ex-
preffion and propriety of {enti-
ment.

Ver. 20. Go, meafure earthy
¢7¢.] Alluding to the noble
and ufeful project of the mo-
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ESSAY ON MAN.

P, =

Ep. 11,

Inftruct the planets in what orbs to run,

Corret old Time, and regulate the Sun ;

Go, foar with Plato to th’empyreal

{phere,

To the firft good, firft perfect, and firft fair ;

Or tread the mazy round his follow’rs trod,

8]

Ly

And quitting fenfe call imitating' God ;

As Eaftern priefts in giddy circles run,

And turn their heads to imitate the Sun.

Go, teach Eternal Wifdom how to rule —

Then drop into thyfelf, and be 4 fool !

L%}
O

VARIATIONS.
Geo, reafoning Thing ! afflume the Doctor’s chair,
As Plato deep, as Seneca fevere -
Fix moral fitnefs, and to God give rule,
"Then drop into thyfelf, &c.——

VER: 21, Ed 4thand cth.

Show by what rules the wand'ring planets ftray,

Correét old time, and teach the Sun

his Way,

NoTegs.

dern Mathematicians, to mea-
fure a degree at the equator
and the polar circle, in order
to determine the true figure
of the earth; of great import-
ance to aftronomy and navi-
gation,

VER. 22. Corre? old Time,]

This alludes to Sir Ifaac New- |

ton’s Grecian C!tr'onnlogj.-',
which he reformed on thofe
two fublime conceptions, the

|
I
!

difference between the reigns
of kings, and the generations
of men; and the pofition of
the colures of the equinoxes
and folftices at the time of the
Argopautic expedition.

VER. 2q, 30. Go, teach

Eternal Wildom ;L] Thefe
two lines are 3 conclufion

from all that had been faid
from ¥ 18, to this effect:
Go now, vain Man, elated




Er. II. ESSAY ON MAN. 45
Superior beings, when of late they faw

A mortal Man unfold all Nature’s law,

Admir’d fuch wifdom in an earthly {hape,

And thew’d a NEwWTON as we thew an Ape.

CoOMMENTARY.

VER. 31. Superior beings, &e. ] To give this fecond argu-
ment its full force, be illuftrates it (from "¥ 30 to 43) by the
nobleft example that ever was in fcience, the incomparable
Newron; who, although he penetrated fo far beyond others
to the works of Gop, yet could go no farther in the know-
ledge of his own nature than the generality of his fellows. Of
which the poet afigns this very juft and adequate reafon : In
all other [riences the Underftanding is unchecked and uncon-
trouled by any oppofite principle ; but in the fcience of Man,
the Paffions overturn as faft as Reafon can build up.

NorTES:s.

with thy acquirements in real | doubt whether the owner of
{cience, and imaginary inti- | fuch prodigious {cience fhould
macy with God ; go, and run | not be reckoned of their own
into all the extravagancies I | order; juft as men, when they

fee the furprifing marks of

have exploded in the firit
cpiftle, where thou pretendeft | Reafon in an Ape, are almoft
tempted to rank him with

to teach Providence how to
govern; then drop into the | their own kind. And yet this
obfcurities of thy own nature, wondrous Man could go no
and thereby manifeft thy igno- farther in the knowledge of
rance and folly. himfelf than the generality of
VER. 31. Superior beings, | his fpecies. In which we fee
gg¢.1 In thefe lines he fpeaks | it was not Mr. Pope’s inten-
to this effeCt: But to make | tion to bring any of the Ape’s
you fully fenfible of the dif- | qualities, but its fagacity, into
ficulty of this {tudy, I fhall | the comparifon. But why the
inftance in the great Newton | Ape’s, it may be faid, rather
Limfelfs whom, when fuperior | than the fagacity of fome more
ings, not long fince, faw decent animal , particularly
capable of unfolding the whole | the half-reafoning elsphant, as
{ Mature, they were in | the poet calls it; which, as
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Ep. II,

Could he, whofe rules the rapid Comet bind,

Defcribe or fix one movement of his Mind ? 36

Who faw its fires here rife, and there defcend,

Explain his own beginning, or his end ?

Varia TIONS,

VER. 35. Ed, 1ft.

Could he, who taught each Planet where to roll,
Defcribe or fix one movement of the Soul?
Who mark’d their points to rife or to defcend,
Explain his own beginning or his end ?

Noregs,

well on account of this jes
fuperiority, as for its having
no ridiculous fide, like the
Ape, on which it could be
viewed, feems better to have
deferved this honour ? ] reply,
Becaufe, as none but 2 thape
refembling  human, accompa-
nied with great fagacity, could
occafion the doubt of that anj-
mal’s relation to Man, the Ape
only having . that refemblance,
no other animal was fitted
for the comparifon. And on
this ground of relation the
whole beauty of the thought
depends; Newton and thofe
fuperior {fpirits being equally
immortal, though of different
orders. And here let me take
notice of a new fpecies of the
Sublime, of which our poet
may. be jutly faid to be the
maker; {o new, that we have
yet no name for it, though
of a nature diftin& from every
2

other poetical excellence. The
two great perfeétions of works
of genius are Wit and Subli-
mity. Many writets have
been witty, feveral have been
fublime, and fome few have
even poflefled both thefe qua+
lities fcpz:ratc]y; but none that
I know of, befides our Poet,
hath had the art to incorporate
them ; of which he hath given
many examples, both in this
Effay and his other poems, one
of the nobleft being the paf=
fage in queftion. This feems
to be the laft effort of the
Imagination, to poetical per+
feCtion': and in this com-
pounded excellence the Wit
receives a dignity from the
Sublime, and the Sublime a
{blendor from the Wit ; which,
in their ftate of feparate ex-
iftence, they both wanted.
VER. 37. Who faw its fires
here rife, 6.7 Sir Haae New-
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Alas what wonder! Man’s fuperior part

Uncheck’d may rife, and climb from art to art; 40

But when his own great work is but begun,

What Reafon weaves, by Paffion is undone.

Trace Science then, with Modefty thy guide;;

Firft ftrip off all her equipage of Pride;

Deduct what is but Vanity, or Drefs, 4

Ly

Or Learning’s Luxury, or Idlenefs ;

CoOMMENTARY.
VER. 43. Trace Science then, ése.] The conclufion, there-
fore, from the whole is (from y 42 to 53) that, as on the one

NoTES.

ton, in calculating the velocity
of a Comet’s motion, and
the courfe it deferibes, when
it becomes vifible in its delcent
to, and afcent from the Sun,
conjetured, with the higheft
appearance of truth, that Co-
mets revolve perpetually round
the Sun, in ellipfes vaftly ec-
centrical, and very nearly ap-
proaching to parabolas. In
which he was greatly confirm-
ed, in obferving betwgen two
Comets a coincidence in their
perihelions, and a perfect a-
greement in their velocities.
VER. 45.—Fanityor drefs,]
'Thefe are the firft parts of
what the Poet, in the pre-
ceding line, calls the Scholar’s
eg.rez'page of Pride. By wva-
nity, is meant that luxuriancy
of thought and exprefiion n
which a_ writer indulges him=-
{elf, to thew the fruitfulnefs of

his fancy or invention, By
drefs, is to be underftood a
lower degree of that practice,
in amplification of thought and
ornamented expreflion, to give
force to what the writer would
convey: but even this, the
poet, in a fevere fearch after
truth, condemns; and with
great judgment. Concifenefs
of thought and fimplicity of
expreflion, being as well the
beft infiruments, as the beft
webicles of Truth. Shakefpear
touches upon this latter advan~
tage with great force and hu-
mour. The Flatterer fays to
Timon in diftrefs, ¢ I cannot
¢¢ coper the monftrous bulk
< of their ingratitude with
<« any fize of words.”” The
other replies, ¢ Let it go
«¢ yaked, men may {fee’t the
¢ hetter.”

VER. 46. OrLearning’s Lux-
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Or tricks to {hew the ftretch of human brain,

Mere curious pleafure, or ingenious pain;

Expunge the whole, or lop th’excrefcent parts

Of all our Vices have created Arts ; 50

Then fee how little the remaining fum,

Which ferv’d the paft, and muft the times to come!
I1. Two Principles in human nature reign ;

Sclf-love, to urge, and Reafon, to reftrain ;

CoMMENTARY,

hand, we fhould perfift in the ftudy of Nature ; fo, on the other,
in order to arrive at Science, we fhould proceed in the fimpli-
city of Truth; and the produ, tho’ fmall, will yet be real.
VER. 53. Two Principles, &'e. ] The poet having thus fhewn
the difficulty attending the ftudy of Man, proceeds to remove
it, by laying before us the elements or true principles of this
fcierce, in an account of the Origin, Ufe, and End of the Pas-
SIONS ; which, in my opinion, contains the trueflt, cleareft,
fhorteft, and coufequently the beft fyftem of Ethics that is any

NorEs,

ury, or Idlencfs 5 The Luxury i monflrations concerning the
of Learning confifts in drefling ; Jfmall quantity of matiter; the
f]p and difguifing old notions endlefs divifibility of it, &5c.
in a new way, {o as to make VR, 48. Mire curious
them more fathionable and i pleafure, or ingenious pain;]
palateable ; inftead of examin- | That is, when Admiration fets
ing and fcrurinizing their | the mind on the rack.
truth. As this is often done [ER. 49. Expunge the
for pomp and thew, it is called whole, or lop ith’excrefcent parts
fuxury 5 as it is often done too Of all our wvices have created
to fave pains and labour, it is Arts;] i, e. Thofe parts of na-
called /dlenes. tural Philofophy, Logic, Rhe-

VER. 45, Or tricks t9 fhew | toric, Poetry, (¢, that admi-
the flretch of human brain,] | nifter to luxury, deceit, am-
Such as the mathematical de- bition, cﬁ‘cminucy, e,

— -
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Nor this a good, nor that a bad we call, 55
Each works its end, to move or govern all;
And to their proper operation {till,

Afcribe all Good; to their improper, IlL.
Self-love, the fpring of motion, acts the foul ;
Reafon’s comparing balance rules the whole. 69

Man, but for that, no action could attend,

And, but for this, were attive to no end:

Fix'd like a plant on his peculiar {pot,

To draw nutrition, propagate, and rot;

Or, meteor-like, flame lawlefs thro’ the void, 635

Deftroying others, by himfelf deftroy’d.

CoMMENTARY.

where to be met with. He begins (from y 52 to 59) with point-
ing out the two grand principles in human nature, SELF-LOVE
and REAason. Defcribes their general nature: “I'he firfl fets
Man upon alting, the other regulates his action. However,
thefe principles are natural, not moral; and, therefore, in them-
felves, neither good nor bad, but fo only as they arc directed.
This obfervation is made with great judgment, in oppofition to
the defperate folly of thofe fanatics, who, as the Afcetic, pre-
tend to eradicate Self-love ; as the Myftic, would ftifle Rea-
fon ; and both, on the abfurd fancy of their being moral, not
natural principles.

VER. 59. Self-love, the [pring of motion, acis the [oul;] The
poet proceeds (from ¥ 58 to 67) more minutely to mark out
the diftinét offices of thefe two principles, which he had before
affigned only in general ; and here he {hews their neceffity ; for
without Self-love, as the fpring, Man would be una&ive ; and
without Reafon, as the balance, active no purpole.
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- Moft ftrength the moving principle requires ;
Active its tafk, it prompts, impels, infpires.
Sedate and quiet the comparing lies,
Form’d but to check, delily ate, and advife. 70
Self-love {till fir onger, as its objeéts nigh ;
Reafon’s at diftance, and in profpect lie ;
That {ces immediate good by prefent fenfe;

Reafon, the future and the confequence,

T1

I'hicker than arguments, tcm_ptatzons throng, #¢

At beft more watchful this , but that more fir ong.

The action of the i"{'ronger to i‘u[}ncnd
Reafon ftill ufe, to Reafon il attend.

CoMMENTARY,

VER, 67. Mo/ Stre ;-'a‘uu’n MOVINgG prin f“.e:wm res s Hmnn
& Fl

thuse \n.mnui the ‘ends an I offices of each yrmup]u, }u, o0es Ol
(from ¥ 66 to 79) to 11‘1“1!: of their qualities; and thews how

they are fitted to difchar oe. thofe fuJ‘Lh ns, and nn{'a.'r.,; their

LLI"\_L_ ive mtumm.d 4 i e bufine(s of Self 1 ove bel nfr to excite
to action, it is - qu ick and i lmpetuous ; and mov ing uhhnum,h,

i}.':é; |L attraction, its force prodigioufly increafed as the object
approaches, and propor tionably leflened as that recedes. On
the contrary, Realon, like the Author of attra i€tion, is always
cal 1d fedate, and ruua]I_} preferves lth“, wJ‘L:Hu the Un!']\..l_t
be near, or far off. ‘Hence the moving principle is made more

z, though the reftraining. be more quick-fighted. The

equence ia, draws from this 18, that if we would not be
2

f;:c_f away to our d\,huiulon we muft alwavs keep Reafon
Lpon gi iard.

{trong
fole)
CArrl

>
NorTes,
24, Reaf toe fu- | the future; and by argumicn-
fure and th con 2. 8, iaton, the ¢ IEGHENCE.
b5, hovisre R ealnm ralla O
by EXDPEVIENCE l“-ii.-.;;ul coliects |}
o dn

2
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Attention, habit and expetience gains; 79

Each ftrengthens Reafon, and Self-love reftrains.
Let {ubtle fchoolmen teach thefe friends to fight,

More ftudious to divide than to unite;

And Grace and Virtue, Senfe and Reafon {plit,

With all the rafh dexterity of wit.

Wits, juft like Fools, at war about a name, 85

Have full as oft no meaning, or the fame,

VARIATIONS,
After y 86. in the MS.

Of good and evil Gods what frighted Fools,
Of good and evil Reafon puzzled Scheols,
Deceiv’d, deceiving, taught

COMMENTARY.

VER. 79. Attention, &e.] But it would be objected, that, if
this account were true, human life would be moft miferable ;
and, even in the wifeft, a perpetual confli¢t between Reafon and
the Paffions. To this, therefore, the poet replies (from 3 78 to
81) firft, that Providence has {o gracioufly contrived, that even
in the voluntary exercife of Reafon, as in the mere mechanic
motion of a limb, Habit makes what was at firft done with
pain, eafy and natural. And, fecondly, that the experience
gained by the long exercife of Reafon, goesagreat way towards
eluding the force of Self-love. Now the attending to Realon,
as here recommended, will gain us this habit and experience.
Hence it appears, that this ftation, in which Reafon is to be
kept conftantly upon guard, is not fo uneafy 2 one as may be at
firft imagined.

VER. 81. Let fubtle [choolmen &c.] From this defcription
of Self-love and Reafon it follows, as the poet obferves (from
¥ 80 to g3) that both confpire to one end, namely, human hap-
pinefs, though they be not equally expert in the choice of the
means ; the difference being this, that the firft haflily feizes

Da
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Self~love and Reafon to one end afpire,
Pain their averfion, Pleafure their defire ;
But greedy That, its object would devour,
This tafte the honey, and not wound the flow’r;
Pleafure, or wrong or rightly underftood, g1
Our greateft evil, or our greateft good.

II1. Modes of Self-love the Paffions we may call;

"T'is real good, or feeming, moves them 4l :

CoMmENT ARY,
every thing which hath the appearance 6f good ; the other weighs
and examines whether it 4z indeed what it appears,

‘his thews, as he next obferves; the folly of the fchoolmen,
who confider them as two oppofite principles, the one good and
the other evil. The obfervation is feafonable and judicious ;
for this dangerous f; chool-opinion gives great fupport to the Mani-
chean or Zoroaftran error, the confutation of which was one
of the author’s chief ends in writing.  For if there be 72vp prin-
ciples in Man, a good and bad, it is natural to think him the
joint product of the two Manich an deities (the firft of which
contributed to his Reafom, the other to his Paffisns ) rather than
the creature of one Individual Caufe. This was Plutarch’s
notion, and, as we may fee in him, of the more ancient Mani-
cheans. "It was of Importance, therefore, to reprobrate and
fubvert a notion that ferved to the fupport of fo dangerous an
crror: And this the poet has done with more force and clear-
nefs than is often to be found in whole volumes written againft
that heretical opinion, X

VER. 93. AModss of Self-love &¢.] Having given this ac-
count of the nature of Selt-love in general, he comes now to
anatomize .it, in a difcourfe on the Passions, which he aptl
names the modes of Self-love. The object of 2] thefe, he thews
(from ¥ g2 to 101) is good; and, when under the guidance of
Reafon, real good, either of ourfelves of of another ; for fome
goods not im:’ng capable of divifion o Communication, and
Reafon at the fame time directing us to provide for ourfelves,
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But fince not ev’ry good we can divide, 95

And Reafon bids us for our own provide;

Paffions, tho’ felfith, if their means be fair,

Lift under Reafon; and deferve her care;

Thofe, that imparted, court a nobler aim,

Exalt their kind, and take fome Vistue’s name, 100
In lazy Apathy let Stoics beait

Their Virtue fix’d; ’tis fix’d as in a froft ;

Contraed all, retiring to the breaft;

But ftrength of mind is Exercife, not Reft:

The rifing tempeft puts in alk the {oul, 105

Parts it may ravage, but preferves the whole.

COMMENTARY.

we therefore, in purfuit of thefe objelts, {fometimes aun at our
own good, fometimes at the good of others : when fairly aim-
ing at our own, the quality is called Prudence, when at an-
other’s, Virtue.

Hence (as he thews from # 100 to 105) appears the folly of
the Stoics, who would eradicate the Paflions, things fo neceflary
both to the good of the Individual and of the Kind. Which
prepofterous method of promoting Virtue he therefore very rea-
fonably reproves.

VER. 105. The rifing tempeft puts in it the foul,] But as
it was from obfervation of the evils occafioned by the Paflions,
that the Stoics thus extravagantly projeéted their extirpation, the
poet recurs (from ¥ 104 to II1) to his grand principle, fo often
before, and to fo good purpofe, infifted on, that partial 11l is uni-
verfal Good; and fhews, that though the tempeft of the Paf-
fions, like that of the air, may tear and ravage fome few parts
of nature in its paffage, yet the falutary agitation produced
by it preferves the whole in life and vigour. This is his
firft argument againft the Stoics, which he illuftrates by

D3
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On life’s vaft ocean diverfely we fail,

Reafon the card, but Paffion js the gale

Nor God alone in the fill calm we find, 109

He mounts the ftorm, and walks upon the wind-
Pafiions, like Elements, tho’ born to fight,

Yet, mix’d and foften’d, in his work unite :

Vartarions.
After VER. 108. in the MS,
A tedious Voyage ! where how ufelefs lies
T'he compafs, if no pow’rful gufts arife ?
After VER, 112. in the MS,
The foft reward the virtuous, or invite ;
The fierce, the vicious punifh or affright,
CoMmMENTARY.
a very beautiful fimilitude, on a hint taken from Seripture :
Nor God alone in the ffill calm we find,
He mounis the florm, and walks upon the wind.

VER. 111. Paffions, like Elements, &c.] His fecond argument
againft the Stoics (from ¥ 110 to 133) is, that Paflions go to
the compofition of 2 moral charalter, juft as elementary parti-
cles go to the compofition of an organized body : Therefore,
for Man to proje& the deftruion of what .compofes his very
Being, 1s ‘the height of CxXtravagance. ’Tis true, he tells us,

Noregs.

VER. 109. Nor God aloney | ceive or paint. For the au-
&'.] Thefe words are only a | thor is here only fhewing the
fimple affirmation in the poetic J providential iffue of the Paf-
drefs of a fimilitude, to this | fions, and how, by God’s gra-
purpofe : Good is not only pro- { cious difpofition, they are
duced by the fubdual of the turned away from their natu-
Paffions, but by the turbulent | ral byas, to promote the hap-
exercife of them, A truth con- pinefs of Mankind. As to the
veyed under the moft fublime | method in which they are to
¥magery that poetry could con- | be treated by Man, in whom
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Thefe ’tis enough to temper and employ ;

o |

But what compofes Man, can Man deftroy :
Suffice that Reafon keep to Natare’s road, 115
Subjeét, compound them, follow her and God.
Love, Hope, and Joy, fair pleafure’s {miling train,
Hate, Fear, and Grief, the family of pain,
Thefe mix’d with art, and to due bounds confin’d,
Make and maintain the balance of the mind: 120
The lights and fhades, whofe well accorded firife
Gives all the ftrength and colour of our life.
Pleafures are evet in our hands or eyes s

And when, in aé, they ceafe, In profpect, rife:

CoMMENT ARY.

that thefe Paffions, which, in their natural ftate, like elements,
are in perpetual jar, muft be tempered, foftened, and united,
in order to perfect the work of the great plaftic Artift ; who, in
this office, employs human Reafon; whofe bufinefs it 1s to fol-
low the road of Nature, and to obferve the ditates of the
Deity ; Follow her and God.  The ufe and importance of this
precept is evident : For in doing the firf, fhe will difcover the
abfurdity of attempting to eradicate the Paffions ; in doing the
fecond, fhe will learn how to make them {ubfervient to the in-
tereflt of Virtue.

VER. 123. Pleafures are ever in our bands or eyes 3] His third
argument againft the Stoics (from y 122 t0 127) is; that the
Paffions are a continual fpur to the purfuit of Happinefs ; which
without thefe powerful ineiters, we fhould negle&t, and fnk
into a fenfelefs indolence. Now Happinefs is the end of our

NoTES.

they are found, all that he con- | is only this, that they {hould
tends for, in favour of them, | not be quite rooted up and._
D 4
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Prefent to grafp, and future {1 to find, 125
The whole employ of body and of mind.

All fpread their charms, but charm not all alike ;
On difPrent fenfes diff rent obje@s firike

Hence difPrent Paffions more or lefs inflame,

As ftrong or weak, the organs of the frame; 130

Comme NTARY.

creation ; and this excitement the means of Happinefs ; there-
fore, thefe movers, the Paffions, are the inftruments of Geod,
which he hath put into the hands of Reafon to work withal.
Ver. 127 Al [pread their charms, &'e.] The poet now pro-
ceeds in his fubject ; and this Jaft obfervation leads him natu-
rally to the difcuffion of his next principle. He fhews then,
that though all the Paflions have their turn in fwaying the deter-
minations of the mind, yet every Man hath one masTEr
PASSION that at length ftifles or abforbs al] the reft. The fa&
he illuftrates at large in his epiftle to Lord Cobham. Here
(from ¥ 126 t0 149) he giveth us the caufe of it. Thofe Pleafures
or Goods, which are the objeéts of the Paffions, affe&t the mind
by friking on the fenfes; but, as through the formation of the
organs of our frame, every man hath fome one fenfe {tronger
and more acute thap others, the object which ftrikes that {tronger
Or acuter fenfe, whatever j¢ be, will be the object moft defired ;
and confequently, the purfuit of that will be the ruling Paffion.

"T'hat the difference of force in this ruling Paflion thall, at firft,
perhaps, be very fmall or even imperceptible ; but Nature, Ha-
bit, Imagination, Wit, nay even Reafon itfelf thall affift its
growth, ’till it hath at length drawn and converted every other
into itlelf.  All which s delivered in a ftrain of Poetry fo won-

NoTgs.

deftroyed, as the Stoics, and i reft, he conflantly repeats this
their followers in all religions, | advice,
foolifhly attempted. For the

The altion of the Sronger ta fufpend,

Reafon flil] ufe, to Reafon fiill attend,
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And hence one MASTER PAsston in the breaft,
Like Aaron’s ferpent, fwallows up the reft.

As Man, perhaps, the moment of his breath,
Receives the lurking principle of death ;
The young difeafe, that muft fubdue at length, 133

Grows with his growth, and ftrengthens with his

{trength :
So, caft and mingled with his very frame,
The Mind’s difeafe, its RULING P AssioN came;
Fach vital humour which fhould feed the whole,
Soon flows to this, in body and in foul : 140
Whatever warms the heart, or fills the head,
As the mind opens, and its functions {pread,
Imagination plies her dang’rous art,

And pours it all upon the peccant part.

COMMENTARY.

derfully fublime, as fufpends, for 2 while, the ruling paffion, in
every Reader, and engrofies his whole Admiration.

This naturally leads the poet to lament the weaknefs and in-
fufficiency of human Reafon (from ¥ 148 to 161) and the pur-
pofe he bad in fo doing, was plainly to intimate the neceflity of
a more perfect difpenfation to Mankind.

NorTEs.

VeRr. 133 As Man perbaps | ta. Phn. 1, vii. N. H. This An-
&¢) Antipater Sidonius Poita | tipater Was in the times of
omnibus annis une die natali tan- | Craflus, and is celebrated for
tum corripichatur febre, et eo | the quicknefs of his parts by
confumptus ¢ft fatis longe fenee- } Cicero.
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Nature its mother, Habit is its nurfe ; 145

Wit, Spirit, Faculties, but make it worfe ;

Reafon itfelf but gives it edge and pow’r ;

As Heav’'n’s bleft beam turns vinegar more fowr ;
We, wretched fubjeds tho’ to lawfu] fway,

In this weak queen, fome fav’rite fill obey: 156

Ah! if the lend not arms, as well as rules,

What can the more than tell us we are fools ?

"Teach us to mourn our Nature, not to mend,

A fharp accufer, but a helplefs friend !

Or from a judge turn pleader, to perfuade 153

The choice we make, or juftify it made ;

NoTEs.

VER. 147. Reafon stfelfy | here delivered. Thus, in that
&e.] The poet, infome other Of the ufe of Riches, he has
of his epiftles, gives examples | illuftrated this truth in the cha-
of the dotrine and precepts { racter of Cotta :

Old Cotta fham’d bis Jortune and bis birth,
Yet was not Cotta woid of wit or worth. .
What thy (the ufe of barb’rous Sbits forgot)
His Fitchen vy'd in coolnefs with his grot
If Cotta liv’d on pulfe, it was no more
Zhan bramins, Sfaints, and Jages did before,

Ver. 149. 7%, wretched fub- | finds a remedy in Natural Re-
Jeéls &c.] St. Paul himfelf did ligion. Far from it. He here
not chufe to employ other ar- | leaves reafon unrelieved, What
guments, when difpofed to give | is this then, but an intimation
us the higheft idea of the ufe- | that we ought to feek for a
fulnefs of Chriftianity (Rom. | cure in that religion, which
vii.) But, it may be, the poet only dares pyofefs to give it?
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Proud of an eafy conqueft all along,

She but removes weak paffions for the ftrong:
So, when fmall humours gather to a gout,

The do&or fancies he has driv’n them out, 160

Yes, Nature’s road muft ever be prefer’d;

Reéafon is here no guide, but fiill a guard :

"Tis hers to re&ify, not overthrow,

And treat this paffion more as friend than foe :

A mightier Pow’r the ftrong direction fends, 163

J

And fev’ral Men impels to {fev’ral ends:

COMMENT AR Y.

VER. 161. Yos, Nature's road &¢.] Now as it appears, from
the account here given of the ru/ig Pajfion and its caufe which
refults from the ftruture of the organs, thatitis the road of Na-
ture, the poet thews (from ¥ 160 to 167) that this road is to
be followed. So that the office of Reafon is not to direct us
what Paffion to exercile, but to affift us in RECTIFYING, and
keeping within due bounds, that which Nature hath fo ftrongly

imprefled ; becaufe

A mightier Pow’r the flrong direction fends,
And [ev’ral Men impels to fev’ral ends.

NoTEs.

VER. 163, *Tis hers to rec-
tify, &¢c.] The meaning of
this precept is, That as the
ruling Paffion is implanted by
Nature, it is Reafon’s office to
regulate, direct, and reftrain,
but not to overthrow it. To

regulate the paffion of Avarice,
for inftance, into a parfimoni-
ous difpenfation of the public
revenues ; to direct the paf-
fion of Love, whofe object is
worth and beauty,

To the firf? goed, firf perfect, éna’ﬁrﬂfab‘,

73 naher ¥ ayabdy, as his mafter

Plato advifes 3 and to reftrain | tred of Vice.

Spleen to a contempt and ha-
This is what
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Like varying winds, by other paffions toft,

This drives them conftant to a certain coaft,

Let pow’r or knowledge, gold or glory, pleafe,
Or (oft more ftrong than all) the love of eafe ;
Thre’ life ’tis follow’d, ev’n at life’s expence; 171
The merchant’s toil, the fage’s indolence,

The monk’s humility, the hero’s pride,

All, all alike, find Reafon on their fide,

ComMmMENTARY,

VEr. 167. Lf'.{'r:-ﬂ:r;;'_;,'f::g winds, &e.] The poethaving proved
that the ruling paffim (fince Nature hath given it us) is not to

be overthrown, but redlified, the next inquiry will be of what
ufe the ruling Paffion is: for an ufe it muft have, if reafon be
to treat it thus mildly. This ufe he fhews us (from ¥ 166 2o
197) is twofold, Natural and Moral.

1. Its Natural ufe is to conduc® Men fteddily to one certain
end; who would otherwife be eternally fluctuating between the
equal violence of various and difcordant paffions, driving them
up and down at random ; and, by that means, to enable them
to promote the good of Society, by making each a contributor to
the common ftock :

Let pow'r or knowledge, gold or glory pleafe, tor.
2. Its Moral ufe is to ingraft our ruling Virtue upon it ; and
by that means to enable us to promote our own good, by turn-

NoTEgs.

the poet meant, and what every | PAssIoN, though he had not
unprejudiced man.could notbut | confined us to this fenfe, in
fee he muft needs mean, by | the reafon he gives of his pre-
RECTIFYING THE MASTER | cept, in thefe words :

A mightier Pow’r the firong direttion Jfends,
And fev’ral Men impels to Jev'ral ends.

For what ends are they which God impels to, but the ends of
Virtue ?




Es. 1L ESSAY ON MAN. OI

Th’ Eternal Art educing good from ill, 1’

ot |
Loy

Grafts on this Paffion our beft principle :

*Tis thus the Mercury of Man is fix’d,

Strong grows the Virtue with his nature mix’d;

The drofs cements what elfe were too refin’d,

And in one intereft body aéts with mind. 18¢
As fruits, ungrateful to the planter’s care,

On favage ftocks inferted, learn to bear;

The fureft Virtues thus from Paffions fhoot,

Wild Nature’s vigor working at the root.

What crops of wit and honefty appear 185

From fpleen, from obftinacy, hate, or fear !

See anger, zeal and fortitude {upply ;

Ev'n av'rice, prudence ; floth, philofophy ;

Luft, thro’ fome certain ftrainers well refin’d,

Is gentle love, and charms all womankind; 190

Envy, to which th’ignoble mind’s 2 {lave,

Is emulation in the learn’d or brave ;

COMMENTARY.
ing the exorbitancy of the ruling paffion into its neighbouring
Virtue :
Sce anger, zeal and fortitude Supply s Ge.

The wifdom oft he divine Artift is, as the poet finely ob-
ferves, very illuftrious in this contrivance ; for the mind and body
having now one common intereft, the efforts of Virtue will
have their force infinitely augmented: '

*Tis thus the Mercury, ¢
I
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62 ESSAY ON M A N, Epr. II,

Nor Virtue, male or female, can we name,

Sut what will grow on Pride, or grow on Shame.
Thus Nature gives us (let it check our pride)
The virtue neareft to our vice ally’d - 196
Reafon the byas turns to good from ill,
And Nero reigns a Titus, i€ he will,

Vartario N §.
After ¥ 194. in the MS.

How oft, with Paffion, Virtue points her Charms !
Then fhines the Hero, then the Patriot warms.
Peleus’ great Son, or Brutus, who had known,
Had Lucrece been 2 Whore, or Helen none ?
But Virtues oppolite to make agree,
That, Reafon! js thy tafk ; and worthy Thee,
Hard tafk, cries Bibulus, and reafon weak.,
—Make it a point, dear Marquefs ! or a pique.
Once, for a whim, perfuade yourfelf to pay
A debt to reafon, like a debt at play.
For right or wrong have mortals fuffer’d more 2
B— for his Prince, or * * f; his Whare ?
Whofe felf-denials nature moft controy] ?
His, who would fave g Sixpence or his Soul ?
Web for his health, a Chartreux for his Sin,
Contend they not which fooneft fhall grow thin ?
What, we refolve, we can: byt here’s the fault,
We né’er refolve to do the thing we ought,

COMMENTARY.

VER. 197, Reafon the byafs &e.] But left it thould be object-
ed that this account fa vours the doftrine of Neceffity, and would
infinuate that Men are only adted upon, in the production of
Good out of Evil; the poet teacheth (from y 196 to 203) that
Man is a free agent, and hath it in his Own power to turn the
natural paffions into Virtues or into Vices, properly fo called::




-

Ep.II. ESSAY ON MAN. 63
The fiery foul abhor’d in Catiline,

In Decius charms, in Curtius is divine : 200
The fame ambition can deftroy or fave,
And makes a patriot as it makes a knave.

This light and darknefs in our chaos join’d,
What {hall divide ? The God within the mind.

COMMENTARY:

Reafon the byafs turns to good from ill,
And Nero reigns a Titus, if he will.

Secondly, If it fhould be objeéted, that though he doth in-
deéd tell us fome ackions are beneficial and fome hurtful, yet he
could not call thofe wirtusus nor thefe vicious, becaufe, as he
bath defcribed things, the motive appears to be only the gratifi-
cation of fome paffion ; give me leave to anfwer for him, that
this would be miftaking the argument, which (to ¥ 2449 of this
epiftle) confiders the paffions only with regard to Society, thatis,
with regard to their ¢ffzé?s rather than their motives. "That how-
ever, ’tis his defign to teach that aclions are properly virtuous
and wicious ;, and though it be difficult to diftinguifh genuine
Virtue from fpurious, they having both the fame appearance,
and both the fame public effeéts, yet they may be difembarrafled.
If it be atked, by what means? He replies (from y 202 to 205)
By Confcience ; which is to the purpofe ; for it is folely a Man’s
own concern to know whether his Virtue be pure and folid ; for

NotTESs:

VER. 203. This light &e. ] Or elfe it fignifies, pra&ically,
A Platonic phrafe for Confci- | the application of the eternal
ence; and here emploved with rule of right (received by us as
great judgment and propriety. thelaw of God) to the regula-
For Confcience either fignifies, | tion of our actions; and then it
foeculatively, the judgment we | is properly Conlcience, the God
pafs of things upon whatever (or the law of God) within the
principles we chance to have ; mindy of power to divide the
and then it is only Opinion, 2 light from the darkmefs in this
very unable judge and divider, l chaos of the paflions,
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64 ESSAY ON MAN. E»liL

Extremes in Nature equal ends produce, 20 5
In Man they join to fome myfterious ufe ;
Tho” each by turns the other’s bound invade,
As, in fome well-wrought picture, light and fhade,
And oft fo mix, the diffrence is too nice
Where ends the Virtue, or begins the Vice. 210

Fools! who from hence into the notion fall,
That Vice or Virtue there is none at all.
If white and black blend, foften, and unite
A thoufand ways, is there no black or white ?
Afk your own heart, and nothing is {o plain; 21 3
‘T'is to miftake them, cofts the time and pain.

COMMENTARY.

what is it to others, whether this Virtue, while, as to them,
the effedls of it is the fame, be real or unfubftantial ?

VER. 205. Extremes in Nature equal ends produce,] But fkill it
will be faid, why all this difficulty to diftinguith true Virtue from
falfe ? The poet fhews why (from ¥ 204 to 21 1) That though
indeed Viceand Virtue fo invade each other’s bounds, that fome-
times we can fcarce tell where one ends and the other begins,
yet great purpofes are ferved thereby, no lefs than the perfedt-
ing the conftitution of the whole, as lights and thades, which
run into one another in a well-wrought pi&ure, make the-har-
mony and fpirit of the compofition. But on this account to
fay there is neither Vice or Virtue, the poet thews (from y 210
to 2x7) would be juft as wife as to fay there is neither black

nor white ; becaufe the thade of that and the light of this often
run into one another :

Ak your sron heart, and nothing is fo plain
"Tis to miflake them, cofts the time and pain,

T'his is an error of fpeculation, which leads Men fo foolifhly to
conclude, that there is neither Vice nor Virtue,
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Er.il. ESSAY ON MAN. 65

Vice is a monfter of fo frightful mien,
As, to be hated, needs but to be feen ;
Yet feen too oft, familiar with her face,
We firft endure, then pity, then embrace. 220
But where th’Extreme of Vice, was ne’er agreed :
Afk where’s the North ? atYork, *tis on the Tweed;
In Scotland, at the Orcades ; and there,
At Greenland, Zembla, or the Lord knows where,
No creature owns it in the firft degree, 224
But thinks his neighbour farther gone than he ;

VARTATIONS,

After ¢ 220. in the 1ft Edition, followed thefe,
A Cheat! 2 Whore ! who ftarts not at the name,
In all the Inns of Court or Drury-lane ?

After ¥ 226. in the MS.
‘The Col'nel fwears the Agent is a dog,
The Seriv'ner vows th’ Attorney is a rogue.
Againft the Thief th® Attorney loud inveighs,
For whofe ten pound the County twenty pays.
The Thief damns Judges, and the Knaves of State ;
And dying, mourns finall Villains hang’d by great.

COMMENTARY.

VER. 21%. Vice is a monfler &¢.] There.is another Error
of prasi «u, which hath more common and fatal effeéts 3 and is
next confidered (from ¥ 216 to 221.) It is this, that' though,
at the frft ail,uf Vice be fo horrible as to affright all behold-
€rs, ¥ uL, when by habit we are once grown familiar with her, we
firft fuff er, and in time bec.n to Im;_ the memory of her na=
ture ; which neceffaril y implies an equal ignorance in the na-
ture of Virtue. Hence Men conclude, that there is neither one
nor the other.

VER. 221, But where th Extreme of Vice, 9¢.] But it isnot
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66 ESSAY ON MAN. Ep. IE

Ev’n thofe who dwell beneath its very zone,

Or never feel the rage, or never own

What happier natures fhrink at with affright,

«Lhe hard inhabitant contends is right, 230
Virtuous and vicious ev'iry Man muft be,

Few in th’extreme, but all in the degree ;

The rogue and fool by fits is fair and wife ;

And ev’n the beft, by fits, what they defpife.

“Tis but by parts we follow good or ill; 235

For, Vice or Virtue, Self direcs it @il

)
ComMmmerdrTary,

only that extreme of Vice next to Virtue, which betrays us into

thefe miftakes. We are deceived too, as he fhews us (from

¥ 220 t0 231) by our obfervations about the other extreme:

For from the extreme of Vice being unfettled, Men conclude

that Vice itfelf is only nominal,

VER. 231. Virtuons and vicious ev'ry Man mufl be,] There
is yet a third caufe of this error, of no Vice no Virtue, compofed
of the other two, 7. ¢ partly fpeculative, and partly pradical.
And this alfo the poet here confiders (from 230 to 239) thew-
ing it arifeth from the imperfection of the beit characters, and
the iuuqua[]t}' of all ; whence it happens that no Man is ex-
tremely virtuous or VICIOuS, nor extremely conftant in the pur-
fuit of either. Why it fo happens, the poet afligns an admira-
ble reafon in this line -

For, Vice or Virtue, Spr1r direéls it il

An adherence or regard to what is, in the fenfe of the world, a
Man’s own Intereft, making an extreme in either impofiible,
Its effect 1n keeping a good Man from the extreme of Virtue,
needs no explanation ; and in an il Man, Selfintereft fthewing
him the neceflity of fome kind of reputation, the procuring,
and preferving that, will neceffarily keep him from the extreme
of Vice.

., —

£



Er. I1, ESSAY ON MAN, 57

Each individual feeks a fev’ral goal ;
But Heav'N’s great view is One, and that the
Whole.

That counter-works each folly and caprice;

‘That difappoints th’effe& of ev’ry vice; 240

‘That, happy frailties to all ranks apply’d ;

Shame to the virgin, to the matron pride,

“ear to the ftatefman, rathnefs to the chief,

To kings prefumption, and to crowds belief’

That, Virtue’s ends from Vanity can raife, 245§

Which feeks no int'reft, no reward but praife ;

And build on wants, and on defects of mind,

The joy, the peace, the glory of Mankind.
Heav’n forming each on other to depend,

A malfter, or a fetvant, or a friend, 250

COMMENT AR v

VER. 239. That counterworks ecach Jfolly and caprice;] The
mention of this principle, that Self direéts Vice and Virtue,
and its confequence, which is, that

Each individual Jeeks a fev’ral goal,
leads the author to obferve

That HEAV’N’s great view is Ones and that the Whole.
And this brings him mnaturally round again to his main fubje&;
s_uuncl:,-;, God’s producing good out ¢f iy which he profecutes
from 7238 to 2449.
VER. 249. Heav'n Jorming each on other 16 depend,] 1. Hither-
to the poet hath been employed in difcourfing of the ufe of the
Paflions, with regard to Society at large; and in freeing his

E 2
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68 ESSAY ON MAN. Er. 1L

Bids each on other for affiftance call,

*Till one Man’s weaknefs grows the ftrength of all,
Woants, frailties, paffions, clofer ftill ally

The common int’reft, or endear the te.

To thefe we owe true friendthip, love fincere, 2 55

Each home-felt joy that life inherits here ;

Yet from the fame we learn, in its decline,

Thofe joys, thofe loves, thofe int’refts to refign ;
‘Taught half by Reafon, half by mere decay,

To welcome death, and calmly pafs away. . 260

Whate’er the Paflion, knowledse, fame, or pelf,

o2

Not one will charge his neighbour with himfelf,

CoMMENTARY.
doclrine from objections: This is the fir/? general divifion of the
fubject of this epiftle.

. He comes to fhew (from 248 to 261) the ufe of thefe
Paffions, with regard to the more confined circle of our Friends,
Relations, and Acquaintahceé: And this is the Jecond general
divifion.

VER. 261. WWhate’er the Palffion, ¢5¢.] TII. The poet having
thus thewn the ufe of the Paflions in Society, and in Domeftic

N o 1Es.

VER. 253. Wants, frail-| when we' come. to. that age,
tiesy paffionsy clafer fRill ally | which generally difpofes Men
The common int’reft, &e.])  As | to-think more ferioufly of the
thefe lines have been mifun-} true value of things, and con-
derftood, I fhall give the rea- | fequently of their provifion, for
der their. plain and wobvious a future ftate,  the ¢confidera-
meaning.  To thefe frailties | tion, that the grounds of thofe
(fays he) we owe all the en- ' joys, loves, .and friendfhips,
dearments of private life; yet, | are wants, frailties; ‘and paf-




Er. 1L

The learn’d is happy nature to €xp

ESSAY ON MAN. 69

‘r -1
10TC,

The fool is happy that he knows no more;

z Y % e ?
The rich is happy in the plenty giv n,

-

g

Ch»

Fo ]
A

The poor contents him with the care of Heav’n.

See the blind beggar dance, the cripple fing,

The-fot a hero, lunatic a king ;

The ftarving chemift in his golden ViEWs

Supremely bleft, the poet in his Mufe.

270

COMMENTARY.
life; he comes, in the laft place (from 260 to the end) to fhew

their ufe to the Individual, even in their illufions ; the imaginary
happinefs they prefent, helping to make the real miferies of lif

ITE]

lefs infupportable : And this is his third general divilion :

—— Opinion gilds with varying rays

Thofe painted clouds that beautify our days, &c.
One profpect loft, another flill we gam;

And not a vanily is giv'n in vain,

Which muft needs vaftly raifc our idez of Ged’s goodnefs, who

1

hath not only provided more than a counter-balance of real hap-
pinefs to human miferies, but hath even, in his infinite compal-
fion, beftowed on thofe, who were {o foolifh as not to have made

this provifion, an imaginary happinefs ; that they may not be

!

quite over-borne with the load of human miferies. This is the

noet’s oreat and noble thought ;
Y o ?
o

as ftrong and folid as it is new

N oT E s.

fions, provesthe beft expedient
to wean us from the world;
a difengagement fo friendly to
that provifion we are now
making for another. The ob-
fervation is new, and would in
any place be extremely beau-
tiful, but has here an infinite
grace and propriety, as it o

well confirms, by an inftance

Vou. lIL

of great moment, the general
thelis, That God makes 1ll; at
every flep, produttive of Good.

VER. 270.— the poet in bis
Mufe.] The author having
faid, that no one would change
his profeffion or views Jor
thofe of another, intended to
carry his obfervatien flill fur-
ther, and thew that Men werg

E 3
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70 ESSAY O

N MAN. Ep. 11

See fome f‘range comfort evry ftate attend,

And Diid

nd Pride beftow’d on all, a2 common friend ;

See fome fit Paflion ev's 'y

Hope travels ths D

Behold the child, by Nature’s kindly law, 2

ace {upply
5 PPLY,

nor quits us when we die.

il =
£

Pleas’d with a rattle, tickled with a {traw :

Some livelier p'ul}-uthing gives his youth delight,

A little louder, but as em '.’_}ty q*-.iittt:

Scarfs, oarter: s, gold, amufe |

\

And beads and
Conm M

teaches

and ir.'*ﬂnir‘u" which
lies of Me 'n, which they w '7.-"'

pray’r-book

15 riper f{ta age ;

s are the toys of age:

NT-ARY.

That thefe illufions are the fol-

7 fall into, and through their

own faul‘ . lm{_uv deg priving the en iu”a of much ha [pmi‘f-,

and expofing them felves to equal mife ry s
(c.('_’(‘(ﬂ'dl 1z to his univerfal w ay of U.’D[’.'(.n'l" o1 acmuf'"

But that #ill God

turns

thefe follies fo far to the Jdvanm"v of his mifers }]L creatures, as
to be the prefent folace and fuppmt of their n*‘?rui'

—The* Man's a fool, yet God is wife,
NoTEs.

unwilling to exchange their
Own acquirements even for
thofe of the fame kind, con-
What )‘:mn’ pleafes, totally w
I queflion much, if Toland
but w: anting _another - proper
inftance of this truth when he
publithed his laft I.A.LUOI}. of
thc Effay, he referved the lines
above for fome followi: ng one.
VER. 280. And beads r“n’
"5?’:15« r-hooks are l'.‘:.-.. foys é?l.r age ] |
A Satire on what is called in

fefledly larger, and infinitely
more eminent, in another.
To this end he wro ote,

ill fhock -
would be I..C\...EL\..-
P{Jﬁf"}’ the Opus aperatum

As this is a a defcription of tJ1=
circle of buman life returp; ng
into itfelf by a f{econd dmu—

hoc.m, the poet has with . m: at
elegance concluded his defcr
tion w f

\ _T:_
rith the fame ngure wit
which he fet out,




Ep,1I. ESSAY ONMAN. 71

Pleas’d with this bauble ftill, as that before; 281

*Till tir’d he fleeps, and. Life’s poor play-is o'er.
Mean-while Opinion:gilds with varying rays

Thofe painted clouds that beautify-our-days;

Each want of happinefs by Hope fupply’d, 285

And each vacuity of fenfe by Pride:

Thefe build as faft 4s knowledge can deftroy;

In Folly's cup flill laughs the bubble, joy;

One profpect loft, another ftill we gain;

And not a vanity is giv’n in vaing 290

Ev’n mean Self-love becomes, by. force divine,

The fcale to meafure others wants by thine.
See! and confefs, one comfort {till mult rife,
*Tis this, Tho” Man’s a fool, yet Gob 1S WISE.

N £ 5.
VER. 286. Ind each vacuity | J'r fle ni raifonabley-qu’il attende
of fenfeby Pride:] An em!m*}t | des biianges publiques > car elles

| 5 ! f . -
(_.f; {uift, Eather FrancisG araffey | ne'lui font pas dues. Maisafin

in_his Somme. T heologique, has | gue J.’u travaux ue demeurent pas
drawn. a very C]nll‘it:ﬂ.:lc con- | fans recompenfes e lui donne
clufion from this principle. Se= | une fatisfatiion p d_jmwr{u que
lIon la “fuftice (dit cet equitable perjonne ne lui f? ut. enuier ,rm )
Théolsgien) tout travail honnéte | une zn Jw tize_plus que barbare ;
doit étre recompenfé de lgiiange || tout ainfi que Dien qui_eff jufte
ou de jaf.;f(‘u?,.ﬁr Quand 'les | donne de la_[atisfaétion _aux
bons af’u 1?5 font un ouvrage ex- | Grenouilles-dejeur chapty Au-
cellent, ils {u it juflement recom- | trement le blime public, ffiu-‘ {3
”Hﬁ’ j)ﬂ'?‘ fffjhﬂ!g TEs Jri'f I g"ﬁ" ,s.'.-.’f.f THE f_’-"{f Teme '.?"f ILJ‘J.E; .l’ rl
:'.*::. Suand un pauuvre .ﬂ/p; 1t ,;wz* pour_fes reduire au def-
travaille bequcoup, paur faireun
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ARGUMENT or

EP LS T L,-FK 1L

Of the Nature and State of Man with refpedt te
Society,

L. THE whole Univerfe one fiftem of Society, ¥ 4, &e,
Nothirg made wholly for itfelf, nor yet wholly for ang-

ther, ¥ 27. The bappine/s of Animals mutual, ¥ 49,

II. Reafon or Inftin&k operate alike to the good of each

Indsvidual, ¥ 79. Reafon or Inftin& onerate alfo te

Society, in all animals, ¥ 109. III. How far Society

carried by Inflint, ¥ 115.  How much farther by Rea-

fon, ¥ 128. 1V. Of that which is called the State of e

Nature, 144. Reafon infirutied by Inftinit in the in-

veniion of Arts, ¥ 166, -and in the Forms of Society,

¥ 176. V. Origin of Political Societies, 3 196. Origin

of Monarchy, 3 207. Patriarchal government, ¥ 212.

VL. Origin of true Religion and Government, [rom the

Jame principle, of Love, ¥ 231, &c. Qrigin of Superfti-

tion and Tyramny, from the [ome principle, of Fear,

¥ 237, &c.  The Influence of Self-love operating to the

focial and public Good, 3 266. Reftoration of true

Religion and Government on their firft principle, ¥ 285.

Mixt Government, ¥ 288. Parious Forms of each, and

tog true end of all, ¥ 300, &c.
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EP I'S FE3E 1L

H = rE then we reft: < The Univerfal Caufe

« A&s to one end, but alts by various laws.”

VARIATIONS,

VER. 1. in feveral Edit. in 4o,
Learn, Dulnefs, learn ! ¢¢ The Univerfal Caufe &c.

CoMMENTAR Y.

W E are now come to the third epiftle of the Effay on Man.

It having been fhewn, in explaining the origin, ufe, and end
of the Paffions, in the fecond epiftle, that Man hath focial as
well as felfith paffions, that doétrine naturally introduceth the
third, which treats of Man as a SOCIAL animal ; and connecls
it with the fecond, which confidered him as an INpIviDUAL.
And as the conelufion from the fubject of the firft epiftle made
the introdu&ion to the fecond, fo here again, the conclufion of
the fecond

(Ev’n megn Self-love becomes, by force divine,

The [cale to meafure others wants by thine.)

maketh the introduétion to the third,

VER. 1.
Hore then we reft : ¢ The Univerfal Caufe

¢ Ags to one end, but alts by various laws.” ]

The reafon of wariety in thofe laws, which tend to onz and the
fame end, the good of the Whole generally, is, becaufe the good
of the individual is likewife to be provided for; both which toge-
ther make up the oood of the Whole univerfally. And this is
the caufe, as the poet fays elfewhere, that

Each individual [eeks a fw’mz’ goal

But to prevent our refting there, God hath made cach need the
affiftance of another; and fo

On mutual wants built mutyal happinefss




4 ESSAY ON MAN. Ep. I

In all the madnefs of fuperfluous health,

The trim of pride, the impudence of wealth,
Let this great truth be prefent night and day; ¢
But moft be prefent, if we preach or pray.
Look round our World ; behold the chain of
Love

Combining all below and all above,

CoMMENTAR Y.

It was neceffary to explain thefe two firft lines, the better fo
fee the pertinency and force of what followeth (from ¥ 2 to 7)
where the poet warns fuch to take notice of this truth, whofe
circumitances placing them in an irn:—agin.'lr},-' ftation of lndepcu~
dence, and a real one of Infenfibility to mutual Wants (from
whence general Happines refults) make them but too apt to
overlook the true fyftem of things ; wiz. Men in full health and
opulence.. This caution was neceffary with regard to Society ;
but ftill more neceflary with regard to Religion : Therefore he
efpecially recommends the memory of it both to Clergy and
Laity, when they preach or pray; becaufe the preacher, who
doth not confider the firft Caufe under this view, as a Being
confulting the good of the whole, muft needs give a very un-
worthy idea of him; and the fupplicant, who prayeth as one
not related to a whole, or as difregarding the happinefs of it,
will not only pray in vain, but offend his Maker by an im-
pious attempt to counter-work his difpenfation.

VER. 7. Lookround our World &e.] Next he introduceth his
fyftem of human Sociability (¥ 7, 8) by fhewing it to be the

NoTEs.

VER. 3. -— fuperfluous | fluence of health, which not
health,] Immoderate labour | being ufed, but abufed and
and ftudy are the great 1m- | ruined by Luxury, the poet pro-
pairers of health :  Thofe, | perly calls a Juperfiuity.
whofe ftation fets them above VER. 4. -— impudence of
both, muft needs bave an af- | wealth,] Becaule wealth pre-
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Fp. III. ESSAY ON MAN. ~5
See plaftic Nature working to this end,

The fingle atoms each to other tend, 10
AttraQ, attracted to, the next in place

Form’d and impell’d its neighbour to embrace.
See Matter next, with various:life endu’d,

Prefs to one centre {till, the gen’ral Good.

See dying vegetables life fuftain, it
See life diffolving vegetate again:

CoOMMENTARY.

di¢tate of the Creator; and that Man, in this, did but follow
the example of general Nature, which is united in one clofe
fyftem of benevolence.

VER.q. See plaftic Nature working to this end,] This he
proveth, fir/? (from % 8 to 13) on the noble theory of Attraction,
from the ceconomy of the material world ; where there is a ge-
neral confpiracy in all the particles of Matter to work for one
end ; the ufe, beauty, and harmony of the whole mafs.

VER. 13. See Matter next, &e.] The fecond argument
(from ¥ 12 to 27) is taken from the vegetable and animal
world ; whofe Beings ferve mutually for the production, fup-
port, and fuftentation of each other.

But this part of the argument, in which the poet tell wus,
that God

Connels each being, greateft with the leaft ;
Mads Beaft in aid of Man, and Man of Beaft ;
Al ferv’dy all ferving—
NoTES.
tends to be wifdom, wit, learn- | fenfible parts is as neceflary as
ing, honefty, and, in fhort, | that quality fo equally and uni-
all the virtues in their turns. verfally conferred 'upon it,

VER. 12. Form’d and im- | called Attraition.  To exprefs
pelld &'c.] To make Matter | the firft part of this thought,
{fo cohere ‘as to fit it for the | our Author fays, form’d; and
ufes intended by its Creator, | to exprefs the latter, impell'd.
A proper configuration of its in-
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ESSAY ON MAN.

Ep. 111,

All forms that perith other forms fupply,
(By turns we catch the vital breath, and dic)
Like bubbles on the fea of Matter born,

They rife, they break, and to that fea return,

20

Nothing is foreign : Parts relate to whole;

One all-extending, all-preferving Soul

Conneés each being, greateft with the leaft;
Made Beatft in aid of Man, and Man of Beaft s

All ferv’d, all ferving :

nothing ftands alone; 2 3

"The chain holds on, and where j¢ ends, unknown.

Has God, thou fool ! work’d folely for thy good,

Thy joy, thy paftime, thy attire, thy food ?

COMMEN‘TARY.

awaking again the old pride of his adverfaries, who cannot bear

that Man fhould be thought
he takes this occafion again to

to be Jerving as well as Jerved ;
humble them (from y 26 to 49)

by the fame kind of argument he had fo fuccefsfuily employed
in the firft epiftle, and which our comment on that epiftle hath

confidered at large,

Nores,

VER. 22. One all-extending,
all-preferving Soul] Which, in
the language of Sir Ifaac New-
ton, is, Deus omniprefens off,
wn per uirtutem folam, Jfed
etiam per [fubfiantiam : nam
wirtus fine [ubflantia Subfifiere
aon pateff. Newt. Prine, fchol,

2 ¥ |
gen, fub fin,

VER. 23. Greateft with the
leaf? ;] As acting more ftrong-
ly and"immediately in beafts,
whofe inftin& is plainly an ex-
ternal reafon 5 which made an
old fchool-man fay, with oreat
elegance, Deys ¢ft anima bru-

torum ;
i

1z this *tis God A1rels




Er.1II. ESSAY ON MAN., 73

Who for thy table feeds the wanton fawn,

For him as kindly {pread the flow’ry lawn : 20
Is it for thee the lark afcends and fings?

Joy tunes his voice, joy elevates his wings.

Is it for thee the linnet pours his throat ?

Loves of his own and raptures fwell the note.
The bounding fteed you pompoully beftride, 335
Shares with his lord the pleafure and the pride.

Is thine alone the feed that firews the plain ?

The birds of heav’n fhall vindicate their grain.
Thine the full harveft of the golden year?

Part pays, and juftly, the deferving fteer: 40
The hog, that plows not nor obeys thy call,

Lives on the labours of this lord of all.

Know, Nature’s children all divide her care;
The fur that warms a monarch, warm’d a bear. 44
While Manexclaims, © See all things for myufe!”
<t 8¢ man for mine!’’ replies a pamper’d goofe:

VARIATIONS.

After ¥ 46. in the former Editions,

What care to tend, to lodge, to cram, to treat him!
All this he knew ; but not that twas to eat him.
As far as Goofe could judge, he reafon’d right ;
But as to Man, miftook the matter quite,

NoTEs.
VER. 45. — See all things | Lord hath made all things for
for myufe!] On the contrary, | #simfelf. Prov. xvi. 4.
the wife man hath fuid, The




8 ESSAY ON MAN. Ep IIL
And juft as thort of reafon He muft fa]]

Who thinks all made for one, not one for all.

3

Grant that the pow’rful ftill the weak controul ;
Be Man the Wit and Tyrant of the whole: 50
Nature that Tyrant checks ;5 He only knows,

And helps, another creature’s wants and woes,

CoMmMENTARY,

VER. 49. Grant that the pow’rful fill the weak controul 5]
However, his adverfaries, loth to give up the queftion, will reafo
upon the matter ; and we are now to {uppofe them objecting;
againft Providence in this manner.—We grant, fay they, that
in the irrational, as in the Inanimate creation, all is Jerved, and
all is ferving : But, with regard to Man, the cafe is different ; L
he ftandeth fingle. For his Reafon hath endowed him both
with power and addrefs fufficient to make all things ferve him 3
and his Self-love, of which you have fo lzlrgci_v provided for
him, will difpofe him, in his turn, to {erve none: Therefore
your theory is imperfect.— Not fo, replies the poet (from ¥ 48
to 79) Igrant that Man, indeed, affects to be the Wit and Ty=-
rant of the whole, and would fain fhake off

~— that chain of love, |
Com&fuz'f;rg all below and gl above * |

But Nature, even by the very gift of Reafon, checks this tyran, |

For Reafon endowing Man with the ability of fetting together

the memory of the paft with his conjectures about the futyre 5 ‘

and paft misfortunes making him apprehenfive of more to come, |
this difpofeth him to pity and relieve others in a ftate of fuffer- .
ing. And the paffion growing habitual, naturally extendeth jts 'E»

NoTEs.

VER. 50. Be Man the Wi | fenfible of pain or pleafure : apgd
and Tyrant of the whols ] Al- | fo encouraged Men in the ex-
luding to the witty fyltem of | ercife of that Tyranny over
that Philofopher, which made their fellow-creatures, copfoa
Anmimals mere Machines, in- i quent on {uch a principle,

T S
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Ep. III;, ESSAY ON MAN. 70

Say, will the falcon, ftooping from above,

Smit with her varying plumage, {pare the dove?
Admires the jay the infe@’s gilded wings? 55
Or hears the hawk when Philomela fings ?

Man cares for all : to birds he gives his woods,

To beafts his paftures, and to fifh his floods ;

For fome his Int'reft prompts him to provide,

For more his pleafure, yet for more his pride: 6o
All feed on one vain Patron, and enjoy
Th’extenfive blefling of his luxury.

That very life his learned hunger craves,

e faves from famine, from the favage faves;
Nay, feafts the animal he dooms his feaft, 65

And, ’till he ends the being, makes it bleft ;

COMMENTARY.

effe@s to all that have a fenfe of fuffering. Now as brutes
have neither Man’s Reafon, nor his inordinate Self-love, to
draw them from the fyftem of Benevolence ; fo they wanted
not, and therefore have not, this human {fympathy of another’s
nifery. By which paffion, we fee, thofe qualities, in Man,
balance one another; and fo retain him in that general Order,
in which Providence hath placed its whole creation. But this
is not all; Man’s intereft, amufement, vanity, and luxury, tie
him fill clofer to the fyftem of benevolence, by obliging him to
provide for the fupport of other animals ; and though it be, for
the moft part, only to devour them with the greater ouft, yet
this does not abate the proper happinefs of the animals fo pre-
ferved, to whom Providence hath not imparted the ufelels
knowledse of their end. Fromall which it appears, that the
theory is vet uniform and perfect, I




8o ESSAY ON MAN. Ep 1.

il ;' Which fees no more the ftroke, or feels the pain,

| Than favour’d Man by touch etherial flain.

"The creature had his feaft of life before ;

Thou too muft perith, when thy feaftis o’er! 70
To each unthinking being, Heav’n a friend,

Gives not the ufelefs knowledge of its end

To Man imparts it ; but with fuch a view

As, while he dreads it, makes him hope it too :

The hour conceal’d, and fo remote the fear, 7
Death ftill draws nearer, never feeming near.
Great ftanding miracle ! that Heav’n aflign’d
Its only thinking thing this turn of mind.

II. Whether with Reafon, or with Inftin bleft,

Know, all enjoy that pow’r which fuits them beft ;

COMMENTAR Y.

VER. 5g. Whether with Reafon, &'c.] But even to this, as a
caviller would ftill object, we muft fuppofe him fo to do, and
fay,—Admit you have fhewn that Nature hath endowed all ani-
mals, whether human or brutal, with fuch faculties 25 admira-
bly fit them to promote the general good : yet, 1n its care for
this, hath not Nature negleGed to provide for the private good
of the individual? We have caufe to think fhe hath; and we
fuppofe, it was on this exclufive confideration that fhe kept
back from brutes the gift of Reafon (fo neceflary a means of
private happinefs) becaufe Reafon, as we finid in the inflance of

Nores.

VER. 68. Than favour'd | who were firuck by lightning as
Man &c.] Several of the an- | facred perfons, and the parti-
cients, and many of the Ori- | cular favourites of Heaven, P.
entals fince, citeemed thofe |




Ep. 111 tSSAY ON MAN. 81

To blifs alike by that direction tend, 81
And find the means proportion’d to their end.
Say, where full Inftin& is th’unerring guide,
What Pope or Council can they need befide ?
Reafon, however able, cool at beft, 85
Cares not for fervice, or but ferves when preft,
Stays ’till we call, and then not often near;

But honeft Inftin& comes a volunteer,

Sure never to o’er-fhoot, but juft to hit;

While ftill too wide or thort is human Wit; 90

VARIATIONS.
After y 84. in the MS.
While Man, with opening views of various ways
Confounded, by the aid of knowledge ftrays:
'Too weak to chufe, yet chufing ftill in hafte,
One moment gives the pleaflure and diftafte.

COMMENTARY.

Man, where there is occafion for all the complicated contrivance
you have defcribed above, to make the effe&s of his Paflions
counter-work the immediate powers of his Reafon, in order to
keep him fubfervient to the general fyftem; Reafon, we fay,
naturally tends to draw Beings into a private, independent fyftem.
This the poet anfwers, by fhewing (from ¥ 78 to 109) that the
happinefs  of animal and that of human life are widely dif-
ferent: The happinefs of human life confifting in the 1mprove-
ment of the mind, can be procured by Reafon only; but the
happinefs of animal life confifting in the gratifications of fenfe,
is beft promoted by Inftin&. And, with regard to the regular
and conftant operation of each, in #bat, Inftinét hath plainly
the advantage ; for here God direéts immediately ; there, only

mediately through Man.

£




A

82 ESSAY ON MAN. Ep. IiL
Sure by quick Nature bappinefs to gain,
Which heavier Reafon labours at vain.
This too ferves always, Reafon never long;
One muft go right, the other may go wrong,
See then the acting and comparing pow’rs 05
One in their nature, which are two in ours;
And Reafon raife ¢’er Inftin¢t as you can,
In this ’tis God dire@s, in that ’tis Man
Who taught the nations of the field and wood
To thun their poifon, and to chufe their food ? 100

refcient, the tides or tempefts to withftand,

=t

Build on the wave, or arch beneath the {and ?

At Lt i

X

Whe made the fpider parallels defign,
Sure as De-moivre, without rule or line ?
Who bid the ftork, Columbus-like, explore 103
Heav'ns not his own, and worlds unknown before ?
Vho calls the council, ftates the certain day,
Who forms the phalanx, and who points the way ?
IL. God, in the nature of each being, founds
Its proper blifs, and fets its proper bounds: 110
COMMENTARY.

VER. 109, God, in the nature of each being, &c.] The au-
thor now cometh to the main fubjeét of his epiftle, the proof
of Man’s SocIABILITY, from the two general focieties com-
pofed by hm, the zaiural, fubjeét to paternal authority 5 and

the civil, {u! ject to that of a magiftrate. ‘This he hath thc ad-
drefs to introducey from what had preceded, in fo eafy and na-




Er.HI.L. ESSAY ON MAN. 83

But as he fram’d a Whole, the Whole to blefs,
On mutual Wants built mutual Happinefs:

So from the firft, eternal ORDER ran,

And creature link’d to creature, man to man.
Whate’er of life all—quick’ning ether keeps, 115
Or breathes thro” air, or thoots beneath the deeps,
Or pours profafe on earth, one nature feeds

The vital flame, and fwells the genial feeds.

Not Man alone, but all that roam the wood,

Or wing the fky, or roll along the flood, 120
Each loves itfelf, but not itfelf alone,

Each fex defires alike, ’till two are one.

CoMmMENTARY,
tural a manner, as theweth him to have the art of giving all
the grace to the drynefs and feverity of Method, as well as
wit to the {trength and depth of Reafon. The philofophic na-
ture of his work requiring he fhould fhew by what means thofe
Socicties were introduced, this affords him an opportunity of
fliding gracefully and eafily from the preliminaries into the main
fubjett; and fo of giving his work that perfe@ion of method,
which we find only in the compofitions of great writers. For
having juft before, though to a different purpofe, defcribed the
power of beftial Inftinét to attain the happinefs of the Jndivi-
dual, he goeth on, in fpeaking of Inftin&t as it is ferviceable
both to that, and to the Kind {from ¥ 108 to 147) to illuftrate
the original of Society. He theweth, that though, as he had
before obferved, God had founded the proper blifs of each crea-
ture in the nature of its own exiftence; yet thefe not being
independent individuals, but parts of a Whole, God, to blefs
that Whole, built mutual happinefs on mutual wants: Now,
for the fupply of mutual wants, creatures muft neceflarily come
together ; which is the firft ground of Society among@Men. He
then proceeds to that called natural, fubje&t to paternal autho-
rity, and arifing from the union of the two fexes; defcribesthe

F 2
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84 ESSAY ON MAN. Ep, IHI.
Nor ends the pleafure with the fierce embrace ;
They love themfelves, a third time, in their race.
Thus beaft and bird their common charge attend,
The mothers nurfe it, and the fires defend; 126
The young difmifs’d to wander earth or air,
‘There ftops the Inftiné, and there ends the care ;
The link diffolves, each feeks a freflh embrace,
Another love fucceeds, another race. 130
A longer care Man’s hel plefs kind demands;

That lonoer care contracts more ];tf%ing bands:

]

IS

3

Refletion, Reafon, ftill the ties improve,

At once extend the int’reft, and the love ;

With choice we fix, with {ympathy we burn; 1 35
Each Virtue in each Paffion takes its turn ;

And {till new needs, new helps, new habits rife,
‘T'hat graft benevolence on charities.

Still as one brood, and as another rofe,

Thefe nat'ral love maintain’d, habitual thofe 140
The laft, fcarce ripen’d into perfe& Man,

Saw helplefs him from whom their life began:

COMMENTARY.

imperfeCt image of it in brutes ; then explains it at large in all
its caufes and effeéts. And laftly thews, that as is fué?, like mere
animal fociety, it is founded and preferved by mutual wants, the
fupplial of which caufeth mutual happinefs ; fo is it likewife in
#ights as a rational Society, by equity, gratitude, and the ob-
fervance of the relation of things in general.




Ep. 111.

Mem’ry and fore-caft juft returns engage,

ESSAY ON MAN, 85

[ .

That pointed back to youth, this on to age;

While pleafure, gratitude, and hope, combin’d, 145

Still {pread the int’reft, and preferv’d the kind.

IV. Nor think, in NaTure’s STATE they

*

Sy ;
blindly trod ;

The ftate of Nature was the reign of God :

Self-love and Social at her birth began,

Union the bond of all things, and .of Man.
Pride then was not ; nor Arts, that Pride to aid ;
Man walk’d with beaft, joint tenant of the fhade;

150

COMMENTARY.

VER. 147. Nor think, in Nature's fiate they blindly trod ;] But
the Atheift and Hobbift, againft whom Mr. Pope argueth, deny
the principle of Right, or of natural Juftice, before the inven-
tion of civil compact ; which, they fay, gave Being to it : And
accordingly have had the effrontery publicly to declare, that a

flate of Nature was a Jflate of War.

This quite fubverteth the

NorTEs.

VER. 152. Man walk’d with
beaft, joint tenant of the fhade ;]
The poet ftill takes his imagery
from Platonic ideas, for the
reafon given above. Platohad
faid from old tradition, that,
during the Golden age, and un-
der the reign of Saturn, the
primitive language then in ufe
was common to man and beafts,
Moral philofophers took this in
the popular fenfe, and fo in-
vented thofe fables which give

fpeech to the whole brute-crea-
tion, The naturalifts underftcod
the tradition to fignify, that,
in the firft ages, Men ufed in-
articulate founds like beafls to
exprefs their wants and fenfa-
tions 3 and that it was by flow
degrees they came to the ufe
of fpeech. This opinion was
afterwards held by Lucretius,
Diodorus Sic, and Gregory of

Ny,

I*‘g




86 ESSAY ON MAN. Ep I

‘The fame his table, and the fame his bed ;

No murder cloath’d him, and no murder fed.

In the fame temple, the refounding wood, 13 &
All vocal beings hymn’d their equal God :

CoMMENTARY.

poet’s naturalSocicty : Therefore, after his account of that ftate,
he proceedeth to fupport the reality of it by overthrowing the
oppugnant principle of no natural Fuftice; which he doth (from
¥ 146 to 169) in fhewing, by a fine defcription of the ftate of
Innocence, as reprefented in Scripture, that a ftate of Nature
was {o far from being without natural Juftice, that it was, at
firlt, the reign of God, where Right and Truth univerfally
prevailed.
NorTeEs

VER. 156. Al vocal beings, | mind the age of Innocence,
&'c.] This will be well ex- | and full of the great ideas of
plained by a fublime paffage of | thofe
the Plalmift, who, calling to

—Chains of Love,
Cs:mé:';zfng all beloww, and all above,

Which to one point and to one centre bring
Beaft, Man, or Angel, Servant; Lord, or King ;

breaks out into this rapturous | < deeps; fire and hail, fnow
and divine apoftrophe, to call | ¢ and vapour, ftormy wind
back the devious creation to | < fulfilling his word : Moun-
its priftine re€titude (that very | < tains, and all hills, fruitful
ftate our author defcribes a- | ¢ trees and al] cedars : Bea/ls
bove) ¢ Praife the Lord, all | < and all cattle, creeping things
““ angels ; praife him, all ye | ¢ and flying fowl : Kings of
*¢ hofts. Praife ye him, fun | ¢ the earth, and all people :
*“ and moon ; praife him, all | ¢ princes, and all judges of
“ ye ftars of light. Let | ¢ the earth. Let them praife
“¢ them praife the nameof the | ¢ the name of the Lord ; for
“¢ Lord, for he commanded, | < his name alone is excellent,
““ and they were created. | < his glory is above the earth
¢ Praife the Lord, from the | « and heaven.” P/fal, cxlviii.

“¢ earth, ye dragons, and all




Ep. [II. ESSAY ON MAN, 87

The fhrine with gore unftain’d, with gold undreft,

Unbrib’d, unbloody, ftood the blamelefs prieft :

Heav’'n’s attribute was Univerfal Care,

And Man’s prerogative to rule; but {pare.

160

Ah ! how unlike the man of times to come!

Of half that live the butcher and the tomb;

NorTeESs,

VERr, 158. Unbrib’d, un-
bloody, €5¢.] i. e. The {tate de-
{cribed, from ¥ 261 to 269,
was not yet arrived. For then
when Superftition became fo

extreme as to bribe the Gods
with human facrifices (fee
¥ 267) Tyranny became ne-
ceffitated to woo the prieft for
a favourable anfwer : y

And play’d the God an engine on bis fae.

VER. 15Q. Heav'n’s atiri-
bute, €5c.] The poet fuppofes
the truth of the Scrlpturc ac-

count, that Man was created
Lord of this inferior world (Ep.
L ¥ 230.)

Subjected thefe to thefe, and all 1o thee.

What hath mifled fome toima- |

radi&ion, was, I fuppofe, fuch

gine him here fallen into a con- | pailages as thefe,

Ak for what end the heav’nly bodies fhiney e,

And again, Has God, thou
fool I work’d folely for thy good,
¢5¢. But in truth this is fo
far from contraditing what is
here faid of Man’s prerogative,
that it greatly confirms it, and
what the Scripture tellsus con-
cerning it. And becaufe this
matter has been miftaken, to
the difcredit of the poet’s re-
ligious fentiments, by readers,
whom the condué&t of cer-
tain licentious writers, treating

this fubjeét in an abufive
way, hath rendered jealous
and miftruftful, I fhall en<
deavour to explain it. Scrip-
ture fays, that Man was made
Lord of All. But this Lord
becoming at length intoxicat-
ed with Pride, the commcn
effeét of fovercignty, erected
himfelf, like more partial mc=
narchs, into a tyrant. Ard
as Tyranny confifts in fup-
pofing alf made for the ufe
F g4




68 ESSAY ON MAN. Ep. TII,

Who, foe to Nature, hears the gen’ral groan,
Murders their fpecies, and betrays his own.
But juft difeafe to luxury {fucceeds, 165
And ev’ry death it’s own avenger breeds ;
The Fury-paffions from that blood began,
And turn’d on Man a fiercer favage, Man.
See him from Nature rifing flow to Art !
To copy Inftin& then was Reafon’s part ; 170

CoMMENTARY.

VER. 169. See him Jrom Nature rifing flow to Art!] Stri&
method (in which, by this time, the reader finds the poet more
converfant than fome were aware of) leads him next to fpeak of
that Society, which fucceeded the Natural, namely the Cruil,
He firlt explains (from y 169 to 199) the intermediate means
which led Mankind from natural to civil Society. =~ Thefe were
the invention and improvement of Arts. For while Mankind
lived in a mere ftate of Nature, there was no need of any other
government than the Paternal ; but when Arts were found out
and improved, then that more perfect form, under the direc-
tion of a Magiftrate, became neceflary. And for thefe rea-

NorTEs.

of on¢ 5 he took thofe freedoms cruelty, he endeavoured to phi-
with @//, that are confequent | lofophize himfelf into an opini-
on {uch a principle. He foon- | on that animals were mere ma-
began to confider the whole chines, infenfible of pain or
animal creation as his flaves ra- pleafure. Thus Man affe&ed
ther than his fubjefs; as be- | to be the Wit as well as Ty-
ing created for no ufe of their | rant of the Whole : and it be-
own, but for his only ; and | came one who adhered to the
therefore treated them with the Scripture account of Man’s do-
utmoft barbarity: And not fo minion, to reprove this abufe
content, to add infult to his | of it, and to fhew that

Heav’n's attribute was Unive rfal Care,
And AT

12’ e P syals i A g
An& Jlan's prevogative to rule, out fpare.
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fr. 1. ESSAY ON MAN. 89

Thus then to Man the voice of Nature {pake —
¢« Go, from the Creatures thy inftructions take:

¢ Learn from the birds what food the thickets yield ;
¢ Learn from the beafts the phyfic of the field ;

¢ Thy arts of building from the bee receive ; 175
“ Learn of the mole to plow, the worm to weave;
¢ Learn of the little Nautilus to fail,

¢« Spread the thin oar, and catch the driving gale.

CoOMMENTARY.

fons; firft, to bring thofe arts, already found, to perfection :
And, fecondly, to fecure the product of them to their rightful
proprietors. The poet, therefore, comes now, as we fay, to
the invention of Arts; but being always intent on the great end
for which he wrote his Eflay, namely to mortify that Pride which
occafions the impious complaints againft Providence ; he fpeaks
of thefe inventions as only leflons learnt of mere animals guided
by inftin¢t; and thus, at the fame time, gives a new inftance
of the wonderful Providence of God, who has contrived to teach
mankind in a way, not only proper to humble human arrogance,
but to raife our idea of infinite Wifdom to the greateft pitch.
This he does in a profopspeeia the moft fublime that ever entered
mnto the human imagination :

NoTEts.

%_'
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VER. 173. Learn from the
birds, €¢c.] Itis a common
prattice amongft Navigators,
when thrown upon a defert
coaft, —and in want of re-
frefhments, to obferve what
fruits have been touched by
the Birds: and to venture on
thefe without further hefita-
tion.

VER, 174. Learn from the |

beafts ©c.] See Pliny’s Nat.
Hip. L viii. c. 27. where fe-
veral inftances are given of
Animals difcovering the medi-
cinal efficacy of herbs, by their
own ufe of them ; and pointing
out to fome operations in the
art of healing, by their own
practice.

VER. 177. Learn of the bit-
tle Nautilus] Oppian, Halieut.

et ol

— o
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““ Here too all forms of focial union find,

“ And hence let Reafon, late, inftruc Mankind -
¢ Here fubterranean works and cities fee ; 181
“ There towns aerial on the waving tree.

* Learn each {fmall People’s genius, policies,

“ The Ant’s republic, and the realm of Bees 3

“ How thofe in common all their wealth beftow,
““ And Anarchy without confufion know; 186
¢¢ And thefe for ever, tho’ a Monarch reign,

¢ Their {ep’rate cells and propertics maintain,

COMMENTARY,

Thus then to Man the woice of Nature [pake :

¢ Gloy from the Creatures thy inftructions take, &3¢,
< find for thofe Arts mere Inflinét could affard,

€ Be crown'd as Monarchs, or as Gods adsr’d?’

The delicacy of the poet’s addrefs in the firft part of the laft
line, is very remarkable. In this paragraph he has given an ac-
count of thofe intermediate means, that led Mankind from na-
tural to civil Society, namely, the invention and improvement
of Arts. Now here, on his conclufion of this account, and his
entry upon the defcription of civil Society itfelf, he conneéts the
two parts the moft gracefully that can be conceived, by this
true hiftorical circumftance, that it was the invention of thofe
Arts which raifed to the Magiftracy in this new Society formed
for the perfecting them.

NoTEs.

lib. i. deferibes this fifh in the | ¢ and extend 2 membrane be-
following manner: ¢¢ They | « tween, which ferves as a
¢ {wim on the furface of the | ¢ fail; the other two feet they
€ fea, on the back of their | “ employ as ocars at the fide.
¢ fhells, which exa&ly refem- | ¢ Theyare ufually feen in the
“¢ ble the hulk of a thip; they | <« Mediterranean,” P.

¢ raife two Jeet like mafts,
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¢ Mark what unvary’d laws preferve each flate,

¢« Laws wife as Nature, and as fix’d as Fate. 190

¢ In vain thy Reafon finer webs fhall draw,

<« Entangle Juftice in her net of Law,

¢« And right, too rigid, harden into wrong;

«¢ Still for the ftrong too weak, the weak too firong.

“ Yet go! and thus o’er all the creatures{fway, 1935

¢t Thus let the wifer make the reft obey ;

¢« And for thofe Arts mere Inftinét could afford,

<« Be crown’d as Monarchs, or as Gods ador’d.”
V. Great Nature fpoke ; obfervant Men obey’d ;

Cities were built, Societies were made: 200

Here rofe one little ftate; another near

Grew by like means, and join’d, thro’ love or fear.

VARIATIONS.

VER. 197. in the firft Editions,

Who for thofe Arts they learn’d of Brutes before,
As Kings fhall crown them, or as Gods adore.

VERr. 201. Here rofe one little flate, &¢.] In the MS, thus,

The Neighbours leagu’d to guard their common {pot:
And Love was Nature’s dictate, Murder, not.

COMMENTARY.
VeR. 199. Great Nature fpoke ;] After all this neceffary pre-

NoTES.

VER. 199. obfervant Men | ence to the voice of Nature,
obey’d ;] The epithet is beauti- and attention to the leflons of
ful, as fignifying both obedi- | the animal creation,
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Did here the trees with ruddier burdens bend,

And there the ftreams in purer rills defcend ?

What War could ravith, Commerce could beftow,

And he return’d a friend, who camea foe. - 206

Converfe and Love mankind might firongly draw,

When Love was Liberty, and Nature Law,

Thus States were form’d ; the name of King un-
known,

"T1ll common int’reft plac’d the {way in one. 210

VARIATIONS.

For want alone each animal contends;

Tygers with Tygers, that remov’d, are friends.
Plain Nature’s wants the common mother crown’d,
She pour’d her acorns, herbs, and ftreams around.
No Treafure then for rapine to invade,

What need to fight for fun-fhine or for fhade ?

And half the caufe of conteft was remov’d,

When beauty could be kind to all who lov’d,

COMMENTARY,

paration, the poet fhews (from ¥ 148 to 209) how civil Society
followed, and the advantages it produced.

VER. 209. Thus States were form’d ;] Having thus explained
the original of Civil Society, he fhews us next (from ¥ 208 to
215) that to this Society a civi/ magifirate, properly fo galled,
did belong : And this in confutation of that idle hypothelis which
at God conferred the regal title on the Fathers of fa-

o=
pretends th

NoTEs.

VER. 208, When Love was | civil pa&ions ;3 the love which
Liberty,] i.e. When men had | each mafter of a family had for
ro need. to guard their native ino their
liberty from their governors by | beft fecurity,

1 =g e B R B -
thole under OIs carg bemng
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'T'was VIRTUE ONLY (or inarts or arms,
Diffufing bleffings, or averting harms)
The fame which in a Sire the Sons obey’d,
A Prince the Father of a People made.
VI, *Till then, by Nature crown’d, each Patri-
arch fate, 215

King, prieft, and parent of his growing ftate ;

CoMMENTARY.

milies ; from whence men, when they had inflituted Society,
were to fetch-their Governors. (_)n the contrary, our author
fhews, that a King was unknown, ’till commeon intereft, which
led men to inflitute civil government, led them at the fame time
to inftitute a governor. Ilawu er, that it is true that the fame
wifdom or miour, which eained regal obedience from fons to the
fire, procured kings a p;ttuml authority, and made them con-
fidered as fathers of their people.  Which probably was the ori-
ginal (and, while miftaken, c ontinues to be the chief fupp f):t/.
of that flavifh error; antiquity reprefenting its earlieft monarchs
under the idea of a common father, walne @dpsr. Afterwards
indeed they became a kind of fofter-fathers, @oipiva Azay, as Ho-
mer calls one of them : *Till at length they began to devour that
flock they had been fo long accv{lmm.c' to Jlmt s and, as Plu-
tarch fd}?b of CLLIO]}S £x "J.'f,‘_?' Bagshius aypior & -v caxarwoy e POLEVDY
TYPANNON.

VER. 215, Till then, by Nature crown’dy &'c.] The poet now
returns (at #215 to 241) to what he had leit unfinifhed in h §
defeription of natural Society. This, which appears irregula
is indeed -a fine Inftance of his thorough knowledge of the art of
Method. I will explain it:

NoTEs.

VER. 211. *Tewas Virtue on- | was Virtue only, or in arts or
ly, &¢.] Our author hath good | arms : Kalisalai Bagihess ix Tar
authority for hisaccount of the | imzxar xel vwsgonny uram;. ”
origin of kingthip.  Ariftotle | wgibeuy vs amd wis agilns, n xal
aflures us of this truth, that it | drpoxny Tasire yass.
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On him, their fecond Providence, they hung,
Their law his eye, their oracle his tongue,

He from the wond’ring furrow call’d the food,
Taught to command the fire, controul the flood, 220
Draw forth the monfters of th’abyfs profound,

Or fetch th’aerial eagle to the ground,

*Till drooping, fick’ ning, dying they began
Whom they rever’d as God to mourn as Man :

COMMENTARY.

This third epiftle, we fee, confiders Man with refpect to So-
ciety 5 the fecond, with refpect to Himfelf ; and the fourth, with
refpect to Happinefs. But in nope of thefe relations does the poet
ever lofe fight of him under that in which he ftands to God ; it
will follow, therefore, that {peaking of him with refpect to So-
ciety, the account would be then moft imperfe&t, were he not
at the fame time confidered with refpect to his Religion ; for be-
tween thefe two there is a clofe, and, while things continue in
order, a moft interefting connectiop -

True faith, true policy united ran ;
That was but love of God, and this of Man.

Now Religion fuftering no change or depravation, when Man
firft entered into civil Society, but continuing the fame as in the
ftate of Nature ; the author, to avoid ¥epetition, and to bring the
accounts of true and Jalfe religion nearer to one another, in or-
der to contraft them by the advantage of that fituation, deferred
giving account of his Religion till he had fpoken of the origin of
that Society. ‘Thence it is that he here refumes the account of
the ftate of Nature, that is; o much of jt a5 he had left yn-
touched, which was only the Religion of it. This confifting in

NorTks,
VER. 219. Hp fromthewon- | the Jour elements; and made

d’ring furrow, Ye.] ioe. He | them fublervient to the ufe of

{fubdued the intraltability of all | Man,
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Then, looking up from fire to fire, explor'd 223
One great firft father, and that firft ador'd.

Or plain tradition that this All begun,

Convey’d unbroken faith from fire to fon;

The worker from the work diftin&t was known,

And fimple Reafon never fought but one: 230

COMMENTARY,

the knowledge of one God, the creator of all things, he fhews
how Men came by that knowledge : "F'hat it was either found
out by Reafon, which giving -to every effect a caufe, inftructed
them to go from caufe to caufe, till they came to the firft, who
being caufelefs; would neceflarily be judged felf-exiftent : or elfe
taught by Tradition; which preferved the memory of the Crea-
tion. He then tells us what thefe men, undebauched by falfe
fcience, underftood by God’s Nature and Attributes : Firfl, of
God’s Nature, that they eafily diftinguifhed between the Worker
and the Work, faw the fubftance of the Creator to be diftinét
and different from that of the creature, and fo were in no dan-
ger of falling into the horrid opinion of the Greek philofophers,
and their follower, Spinoza. And fimple Reafon teaching them
that the Creator was but One, they eafily faw that all was right,
and were in as little danger of falling into the Manichean error ;
which, when oblique Wit had broken the fteddy light of Reafon,
imagined all was not right, having before imagined all was not
the work of One. Secondly, he fhews what they underftood of
God’s Attributes ; that they cafily conceived a Father where they

NoTESs:

VER. 225. Then, looking up,
&c.] The poet here maketh
their more ferious attention to
Religion to have arifen, not
from their gratitude amidft ab-
undance, but from their help-
lefsnefs in diftrefs ; by fhew-

ing that, during the former
ftate, they refted in fecond
caufes, the immediate authors
of theit bleflings, whom they
revered as Ged ; but that, in the
other, they reafoned up to the
Firjt :

Then looking up from fire to fire; Se.
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E’er Wit oblique had broke that fteddy light,

Man; like his Maker, faw that all was right ;

To Virtue, in the paths of Pleafure, trod,

And own’d a Father when he own’d a God.

Love all the faith, and all th’allegiance then ; 235

For Nature knew no right divine in Men,

No ill could fear in God ; and underftood

A fov’reign being but a fov’reign good,

True faith, true policy, united ran,

‘That was but love of God, and this of Man. 240
Who firft taught fouls enflav’d, and realms un-

done,

'Th’enormous faith of many made for one ;

‘That proud exception to all Nature’s laws,

T’invert the world, and counter-work its Caufe ?

CoMMENTARY.

had found a Deity ; and that a fovereign being could only be a
fovcuwu Good.

Vir. 241 Who firfl taught fouls enflav’d, €3'c.] Order lead-

cth the poet fo fp eak next {from ¥ 240 to 2406) of the cor-

nlptmn of civil bu efy into 4}#/“.-,, and its Caufes; and here,

with all the art of addrefs as well as truth, he obferves it arofe
from the violation of that creat I rinciple, which he fo much
infifts upon th iroughout his L,L , that each was made for the ufe

NorTgs,

he effecls of the ‘1|111.’1-..C l“|‘|f-..

This, I am afraid, is but too [t

true a reprefentation of human \ on the rays of l'g it

nature. | VER. 242. Thenormous
VER.231. E’er I | faith &c] In this Ariftotle

59 T % et 1 : Ry g LS,  Lira adet TR b e
’E.':s'._" A L-C:‘.‘..;Liii_;l aituion o 1 placelll the difference between
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Force firft made Conqueft, and that conquett, Law;
*Till Superitition taught the tyrant awe, 246

COMMENTARY.

of all. 'We may be fure, that, in this conuptmn where natural
juftice was thrown afide, and force, the Atheift’s juﬂ]LL, pre-
fided in its ftead, Religisn would follow the fate of civil Society :
We know, hmn ancient hiftory, it did fo. Accordingly Mr.
Pope (from y 245 to 26¢g) with corrupt Politics defcr leb corrupt
Religion and its Caufes : he firft informs us, agreeable to his
exact knowledge of Antiquity, that it was the Politician and hot
the Prieft (as our illiterate tribe of Free-thinkers would make us
believe) who firft corrupted Religion. Secondly, That the Su-
perdtition he brought in was not mvmtcd by h:m, as an engine
to play upon others ( (as_ the dreaming Atheift feigns, who would

thus miferably account for the origin of Rf.ngmn} but was a tra

he firft fell into himfelf,

NorTEs:

a King and a Tyrant, that
the firft fuppofeth h imfelf made
for the Pﬂuplt ; the other, that
the People are made for him:
Bunelas 0" 6 BATIAEYT elves Qupat,
}‘x’i?’lbﬂ._ 0§ &u{" &5; '—12-

L e

r.wl:.l 5' ooy .a.-.z."xm'rh, o dt dypos
< mA
”i’J ¥ 'm g TITTAN-

\-I- Hc(h, BG[—I‘ (:l' s.-‘ﬂ?\.au Eb XO8 "-}-. i lrba,

ST
oras O 1;4.5;-

,‘?'.l "c‘-"l- rh_f

Jf; i a _?\”.4, _}Cx‘u Pol.
lib. v. cap. 10:
VER.: 245- Force firjt made

Conquefl, &5c.] All this is a-
greeable to fadt, and fheweth
our Author’s Lh’it} knowledge
of human nature. For that
Impotency of mind (as the La-
tin writers call it) which
giveth birth to the enormous
crimes neceflary to fupport a
‘Tyranny, naturally fubjecteth

Gods partial, changeful,

its owner to all the vain, as
well as real, terrors of con-
fcience : Hence the whole ma-
chinery of Superftition.

It is true, the poet o“tﬁ"rx-::.r,
that .lﬂc.m:rJ%, when the Ty-
rant’s fricht was over; he ! had
cunning Ummfff from the ex-
perience of the effeét of Su-
perftition upon himfelf, to turn
it by the afhftance of the Prieft
(who for his reward went
fharer with him in the Tyran-
ny) as his beft defence againt
his Subjects. Fora Tyrant na-
turally and reafonably deemeth

all his Slaves to be his enemies.

Having given the Caufes of
Superftition, he next defcribes
its objects :

palfisnate, unjr?y Se.
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O

Then thar’d the Tyranny, then lent it aid,
And Gods of Conqu’rors, Slaves of Subjects made:
She ’midft the light’ning’s. blaze;, and thunder’s
{ound,
When rock’d the mountains, and when groan’d the
ground, 250
She taught the weak to bcnd, the proud to pray,
To Pow'r unfﬁ:cn, and mightier far than they :
She, from the rending f::u'rh and burfting fkies,
Saw (_?ud“- defc cnd and fiends infernal rife: 2§54
Here fix’d the dreadful, there the bleft abodes;
Fear made her Devils, and weak Hope her Gods ;
Gods partial, changeful, paflionate, unjuft,

Whofe attributes were Rage, Revenge, or Luft ;

' NoTES.

himfelf. But there was ano-
ther, and more fubftantial
caufe, of the refemblance be-
tween a 1 yrant and a Pagan
god ; .and that was the making

The ancient Pagan Gods are
here very exactly deleribed.
“Fhis faét s a convincing evi-
dence of the truth of that ori-
ginal which the poet giveth to
b‘upm‘ﬂ ition ; for if thefe phan- | Gods of (f:":;!m 07’5y 43 t"ﬁ poct
tafins were hrit rafed i the f;l}':“, and fo canonizing a ty-
imagination of Tyrants, they | rant’s vices with his pe: fon.
muft needs have the qualities | That thefe gud fthould fuit a
here affigned to them. For | people humbled to the firoke

Force being the Tyrant’s Vir- | of a mafter, will be no won-.
tue, and I,mt iry his Happinefs, | der, if we recollect a generous
the attributes of his God would faying ni" thf.', ancients 3 That

of courfe be i'l ven! d'm which _/ ces a Man a jfm'f.,

f
in a word, the anti-type of | takes away half his Firtues
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Such as the fouls of cowards might conceive,
And, form’d like tyrants, tyrants would believe,
Zeal then, not charity, became the gnide ; ~ 267
And hell was built on fpite, and heav’n on pride,
Then facred feem’d th’etherial vault no more ;
Altars grew marble then, and reek’d with gore s

Then firft the Flamen tafted living food ; 263

Next his grim idol fmear’d with human blood ;
With Heav’'n’s own thunders fhook the world
below,
And play’d the God an engine on his foe.
So drives Self-love, thro’ juit and thro’ unjuft,

'To one Man’s pow’r, ambition, lucre, lufk; 270

COMMENTARY.

VER. 269: So drives Self-love, &¢,] Fhe inference our au-
thor draws from all this (from ¥ 268 to 283) is, that Self-love
driveth through right 411(1 wrong ; it caufeth the Tyrant to
violate the ughtb “of ma inkind ; and it caufeth the People to
vindicate that violation., For Self-love being common to the
whole fpecies, and fetting each individual in purfuit of the fame
objects; it became neceffary for each, if he would fecure his
own, to provide for the fafety of another’s. And thus Equity
and Benevolence arofe from that fame Self-love which had given
birth to Avarice and Injuftice :

His Safety muft his f:.r:f':rr} réefirain

All ﬂm fo guat d what each facf:.:f to gaiis

NorTEs.
VER. 262, —and heav’n on y no one was content to go to
pride,] This might be very | heaven without being received
WL.I faid of thofe times, when | there on the footing of a God.

(T 35
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The fame Self-love, in all, becomes the caufe

Of what reftrains him, Government and Laws,
For, what one likes if others like as well,

_' What ferves one will; when many wills rebel ?
How fhall he keep, what, fleeping or awake, 375
A weaker may furprife, a ftronger take ?
His fafety muft his liberty reftrain:

: All join to guard what each defires to gain,

Forc'd into virtue thus by Self-defence,

Ev’n Kings learn’d juftice and benevolence: 280

Selt-love forfook the path it firft purfu’d,

And found the private in the public good. :
"I'was then, the ftudious head or gen’rous mind,

Follow’r of God or friend of human-kind,

ComMmMENTARY.

There is not any where thewn greater addrefs in the difpofi-
tion of this work than with rezmd to the inference before us: :
which not only giveth a proper “and timely funpmt to what was
before ul;.l:\(:c.u, in the fecond epiitle, concer mno the nature
and effeéts of Self-love; but is a neceflary lmromtt.’ur;u to
what follows, concerning the reformation of Religion and. So-
clet \. as we fhall {ee mdcmh

T=n.2849. 71 was then, the fludious head ¢, J "T'he poet hath
Nnow mu..nw the rife, perfeétion, and dec: 3y of civil l’uun and
NoTEs.
Vi ']
| ‘The poet feemeth here to mean JOCT 11 s and ;",,Jm tle 3 who,

of all the pagan world, {poke
beft of (md, au.ﬁ ‘»‘.ldtt, bgﬁ of
rovernment.

i 1 ] 1] i et 5
| the polite and hourihing age
| 8 — —

et s A i
iR, 283, Tawas then, &e.] j ad principally in view, were
of (Greece: and thofe bene- i

factors to Mankind, which he
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Poet or Patriot, rofe but to reftore 2875
The Faith and Moral, Nature gave before;
Re-lum’d her ancient light, not kindled new ;

If not God’s image, yet his {hadow drew :
Taught Pow’r’s due ufe to People and to Kings,
Taught nor to flack, nor ftrain its tender {trings,
The lefs, or greater, fet {o juitly true, 201
That touching one muft {ftrike the other too ;
*Till jarring int’refts, of themielves create

Th’according mufic of 2 well-mix’d State.

COMMENTARY,

Religion, in the more early times. But the defign had been
imperfect, had he here dropt his difcourfe : there was, in after
ages, a recovery from their feveral corruptions. Accordingly,
he hath chofen that happy Ara for the conclufion of his fong.
But as good and ill Governments and Religions fucceed one
another without ceafing, he now leaveth falls, and turneth his
difcourfe (from ¥ 282 to 295) to {peak of a more lafting reform
of mankind, in the Invention of thofe philofophic Principles,
by whofe obfervance a Policy and Religion may be for ever
kept from finking into T'yranny and Superftition :

*Tyvas then, the fludious bead or gen'rous minds
Follow’r of God or friend of human kind,

Poet or Patrioty rofe but to reflore

The Eaith and Moral, Nature gave before; Se.

The eafy and juft ¢ranfition into this fubject from the forego-
ing, 1s admirable. In the foregoing he had deferibed the eftelts
of Self-love ; and now, with g_rcut art, and high probability, he
maketh Mens obfervations on thefe effects the occafion of thofe
difcoveries which they have made of the true principles of Policy
and Religion, defcribed in the prefent paragruph; and this he
gvidently hinteth at in that fine tranfition,

*Twas theny the ﬂua’i&zr! head, ©c.

3%
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Ep, 111,

Such is the World’s great harmony, that {prings
¥rom Order, Union, full Confent of things: = 296

ComMmMENTARY,
VER. 205, Such is the Warld’s great harmony, €'¢.;] Havin x

thus defcribed the true prineiples -of civil and ecclefiaftical Po-
licy, he proceedeth (from 3 294 10 303) to illuftrate his account
by the fimilar harmony of ‘the Univerfe :

SR : .
Such is the Wurlis great harmony, that Jprings

From Ordery Union, Jull Confent of things I

Thus,‘as in the beginning of this epiftle he fupported the great

principle of mutual Love or ' Aflociation -in generaly by confi-
derations drawn from the propertics of Matter, and the mutual

dependence between végetable and animallife; fo, in‘the con-

3

clufion, he hath inforced the particular principles of Civil and

Religious Society, from that
in'part, from thofe properties and

verfal Harmony which [prings,

dependencies,

NorTes.

VER. 295, Such is the
World’s great harmony, €¢.]
An harmony very different
from the pre-cfablifbed har-
mony of the celebrated Leib-
nitz, which eftablifheth a Fa-
tality deftruétive of all Reli-
gion and Mborality. = Yet hath
the poet been accufed of ef-
poufing that impious whimfy.
“The pre-eftablifbed harmo 1y Was
built upon, and is an outrage-
ous extenfion of a conception
of Plato; who, combating
the atheiftical objections about
the origin of Ewil, employs
this argument in defence of
’rovidence j ¢ That amongft
“an infinite number of pof-
¢ fible worlds in God’s idea,

-
I
i

€c

this, which he hath created
and brought into being, and
which admits of a2 mixture
¢ of Evil, is the beft. But if
¢ the beft, then Evil confe-
quently is partial, compara-
tively fmall, and tendeth to
the greater perfection of the
whole.” This Principle is
efpoufed and fupported by Mr.
Pope with all the power of
reafon and poetry. But nei-
ther was Plato a Fatalift, nor
is there any fatalifin in the ar-
gument. As to the truth of
the notion, that is another
quettion ; and how far it clear-
cth up the very difficult con-
troverly about the origin of
Evil, is ftll another, That it

1Y

19

(21
(11
(44

§c




Ee. L. ESSA Y. ON MADN, 103

Where {mall and great, where weak and mighty,

made

- -~ r 1 (] 3
To ferve, not {uffer, ftrengthen, not invade ;

s 2 full folution of all difficul- | Theodicée, was a thorpugh
ties, 1 cannot think, for rea- | Fatalfi : ¥or we cannot well
fons too long to.be-given in | fuppole -he would -give that
this place, Perhaps we thall | freedom to Man which he had
never thave a full folution in taken away from God.” “dhe
this world ;- and it may be no truth of the matter feems to
great matier though we have |- be this; -he faw, on the ‘one
not, as we are demonftrably | hand, the mondtrous abfurdity
certain of the moral attributes | of fuppofing  with Spinoza,
of the Deity. However, Mr. | that blind -Fate was the' au-
Pope may be juftified >y ve- | thor of a coherent Univerle;
ceiving and inforcing this Pla- | but yet, on .the other, coukl
tonic. notion, as it hath been | not conceive with Plato, that
adopted by the moft celebrat-| God could forelee and  con-
ed and orthodox divines both dué, according to an archie-
of the ancient and modem typal idea, 2 Wetld, of all pof-
chutch. | fible Worlds the beft, inhabited

This doétrine, we own then, ' | by free Agents. - This difficul-
was taken up by Leibnitz but | ty’there fore, which made the
it was to ingraft uponita moft | Socinians take Prefcience from
pernicious fatalifm. Plato faid, | God, difpofed Leibnitz to take
God chofe the beft : Leibnitz: - Free-will from Man : And thus
{aid, he could not but chufe the | he fafhioned his fantaftical hy-
beft. Plato fuppofed freedom . pothefis; he fuppofed that when
-+ God to chufe one of two | God made the body, 'he in-
things equally good Leibnitz | preffed on hisnew created Ma-
held the fuppolition to be ab- | chine a certain feries ot {uite
furd ; but however, admitting | of motions 5 and that when he
the cafe, he maintained that | made the fellow {foul, a cor-
God could ne? chufe one of | refpondent {eries ~of ideas, 3
two things equally good. Thus
it appears, the firft went on Jie whole duration of thie uni-
the fyftem of Freedom; and | on, fo exaltly jumped, that
that the latter, notwithitanding | whenever an zdea Was excited 5
the moft artful difguifes in bis | “a concordant rnoiion Was eVGF

< 1

. G4

I

whofe operations, throughout
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104 ESSAYON MAN. ErII.

More pow’rful each as needful to the reft,

And, in proportion as it bleffes, bleft ; 300

Draw to one point, and to one centre bring

Beaft, Man, or Angel, Servant, Lord, or King.
For Forms of Government let fools conteft ;

Whate’er is be_ﬁ adminifter’d is beft ;

- For Modes of Faith let gracc}efs zealots fight ; 305

e |’

His can’t be wrong whofe life is in the right :
COMMENTARY.

'(" *O" [T.r.f' For wisly "‘;" Groe rinient let "fo o qu’f .] I')Li
now rlﬁc ync_f, having fo much commet Ju-‘..f.l the invention and in-
ventors of the ph ilofophic punupiu of Religion and Govern-
ment, left an evil ufe ﬂmuld be made of this, by Mens refting

in theory and fpeculation, as they have been alw: ays too apt to
do in matters whofe prafice ma 1kes: their b appinefs; he cautions
his reader (mom ¥ 302 ta 311) againft this error,  The feafon-
ablenefs of this reproof will appear evident enough to thofe who
know, that mad difputes about Liberty and I’Lcmgam e had once
well mgh overturned our Conftitution : ; and that others about
Myftery and Church Authority had almoft deftroyed the very
fpirit of our Religion.

NoTEes

ready to fatisfy the volition. | ftood: the author, againft his

Thus, for inftance, when the
mind had the wi// to raife the

arm to the head, the body was |

fo pre-contrived, as to raife, at
that very moment, the part
required. This he called the
PrE-EsTARLISHED HARMoO-
Ny ; and, with this, he pro-
mifed to do wonders.

VER. 303. For Forms of Ge-
wernment JTc. | Thefe fine lines
have been ftrangely mifunder-

own exprefs words, againft the
plain fenfe of his fyftem, has
been conceived to mean, That
all Governments and all Reli-
gions were, as to their forms
and objedts, indifferent. Butas
this wrong judgment proceed-
ed from ignorance of the rea-
fon of the reproof, as explain-
ed above, that explanation is
alone fufficient to reclify the
miftake,
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In Faith and Hope the world will difagree,

But all Mankind’s concern is Charity:

NorTEs.

However, not to leave him
under the leaft fufpicion ina
matter of fo much importance,
I fhall juftify the fenfe here
given to this paffage more at
large: Firfl, by confidering
the words themfelves; and

then, by comparing this mif-
taken f{enfe ‘with the context.
The poet, we may. obferve,
“is here {peaking, mot of civil
Society at large, butof a juft
legitimate Policy

Th according mufic of a well-mix’d State.

Now mix’d States are of fe-
veral kinds ; in fome of which
the Democratic, in others the
Ariftocratic, and in others the
Monarchic form prevails. Now
as each of -thefe mix’d Forms
is equally legitimate, as being
founded on the principles of
natural Liberty, that man 15
guilty of the higheft folly, who
chufeth rather to-employ him-
felf in a fpeculative conteft for
the fuperior excellence of one
of thefe Forms to the reft, than
in promoting the -good admi-

Relum’d ber ancient light
ghLy

Befides, the very expreffion
(than which nothing can be
more precife) confineth us to
underftand, by Modes of Faith,
thofe human explanations of
Chriftian Myfteries, in con-
tefting which, Zeal and Igno-
rance have fo perpetually vio-
lated Charity.

Secondly, If ;we confider the

niftration of that fettled Form
to which he is fubjeét. And
yet all our warm difputes about
Government have been of this
kind. Again, if by Forms of
Government muft needs be
meant = Legitimate Govern-
ment, becaufe that is the {ub-
jeét under debate ; then by
Modes of Faith, which is the
correfpondent idea, muft needs
be meant the modes or expla-
nations of the True Faith, be-
caufe the author is here too on

the fubje& of true Religion:
not kindled new.

context 3 to fuppofe him to
mean, that @/l Forms of Go-
wernment are indifferents -is
making him direfily contra-
dict the preceding paragraph
where he extols the Patriot for
difcriminating the #rue from
the falfe modes of Govern-
ment. He, fays the poet,
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All muiftbe falfe that thwart this One great End ;
And all of God, that/blefs Mankind.or mend. 310

NoTES.

Taught Pow’r’sidueufe:to Peaple and to Kings,
Tauﬂbp nor todlack, nor ftrain atsgender firings ;
The a'e/} and greater fet fo j.rr/r.r)' true,

That touching one ’;-,gu? /fuf‘.z- the sther toos

il j&"?.a?e'-‘:f int’ Féf 1S c‘f 1he )J"_)'Hdrﬁ' create
Ih’according mufic q,l‘ a well-mix’d .State.

recommendeth ‘the [ ther plagethe as ftrongly con-
true dorm of Government, .| demneth the fa/fe, or the ab-

which is the mix’d.  In ano-i| folute jure'divine Form :

a
e
g}
4]
g

) AT TR ety L s ety
©ar D!n't'a'f.'{.' ¢ KHETU. 10718 Rt divine .fj'.(r).f.

But the Reader will notbe dif- | < miniffration” corrupt,is moft
ph"ii'cd to fee the Poet’s own | < dangerous.”

upomfn » as | find it written in Again, to fuppofe the Poet to
the year 1740, in his own | mean,'that all ‘Religisns aie in-
hand, in the margin of a‘book, || different, is an equally wrong

e R e R T T S K T R R e o —

i where he found thefe twol| as well as uncharitable mfp!n
H celebrated lines mifapplied. || cion:- Mr.'Pope, though his
f € “T'he author of thefe lines fubject in this ﬁi_f?;;:}' an  iVlan
¢ was far from meaning that!| confineth him to“Natural reli-
| €“no one form of Govern-|| gion (his purpofe being to vin-

¢¢ ment is, in itfelf, better than| |"dicate God’s natural " difpen-
¢¢ another (as, that mixed or'| fations to.Mankind againft the
¢ limited Monarchy, foriex- | Atheift) yet giveth frequent
¢ ample, 15 not preferable to | intimations of a more fublime
¢¢ abfolute) but that :no form u*pcw duon, and even of the
¢ of Government, however necefiity of it; particularly in
#¢ excellent or :preferable, in | his fecond epiftle (¥ ¥ 149, 3¢, )
¢ itfelf, can be f{fufficient to | where he confefleth the weak-
¢ make a people happy, un- | nefs and infufficiency of hu-
¢ lefs it' be adminiftered with |.man Reafon.

¢¢ integrity.  *Onthe contrary, And in his fourth epiftle,
<the ‘belt fort of Govern- | where, fpeaking of the good
““ ment, -when ‘the form of it | Man, the favourite of iim
““is preferved, and the ad- | ven,he fayeth,

"

R

-

==
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Man, like the gen’rous vine, fupported lives ;

The firength he gains is from th’embrace he gives.

COMMENTARY.

VER. 311, Man, like the gen’rous vine, &'c.] Having thus
largely confidered Man 'in his focial capacity, the poet, in order
to Ax a momentous truth in the mind of his reader, concludes
the Epiftle in recapitulating the fwo Principles which congur to
the fupport of this part of his chara&ter, namely, Self-love and

NoTES:.

For him alone Hope leads from goal to goal,
And opens fHill, and opens on bis foul

*Till, lengthen’d on to.Faith, and wnconfin’d,
1t pours the blifs that fills up all the Mind.

But Natural Religion never
lengthened Hope on to Faith;
nor did any Religion, but the
Chriftian, ever conceive that
Faith could fill the Mind with
Happinef.

Laftly, In this very epidtle,

Re=lun’d ber ancient light,

and in this very place, fpeak-
ing of -the great Reftorers of
the religion of Nature, he inti-
mates that they could only
draw God’s fbadew, not his
image :

not kindled new,

If not Ged’s image, yet bis [hadew drew :
gey )

as reverencing that truth,
which telleth us, this difco-
very was referved for the glo-
rious Gofpel of Chrift, who
is the image of God, 2 Car.
iv. 4.

VER. 305, For Modes of

Faith let gracelefs zealsts fight; §
Thefe latter Ages have feen fo
many fcandalous contentions
for modes of Faith, to the vio-
lation of Chriftian Charity,
and difthonour of facred Scrip-
ture, that it is not at all firange
they thould become the object

of fo benevolent and wife an
Author’s refentment.

But that which he here
{feemed to bave -more particu-
larly in his eye was the long
and mifchievous fquabble be-
tween W—d and JACKSON,
on a point confefledly above
Reafon, and amongft thofe
adorable myfteries which it is
the honour of our Religion to
find unfathomable. In this,
by the weight of anfwers and
replies, redoubled upon one

| ‘another without mercy, they

e —————e e s = P W
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108 ESSAY ON MAN. Er. JIL

On their own Axis as the Planets run,

Yet make at once their circle round the Sun;

CoMMENTARY.
Social ;. and fhewing that they are only two different motions of
the appetite to Good ;* by which the Authér of Nature hath en-
abled Man to find his own happinefs in the happinefs of the

Whole. This he tluftrates wit

general harmony he defcribes :

14 thought as fublime ‘as that

On their awn Axis as the Planets run,
Yet make at once their circle round the Sun

S0 two confiflent motions af?

’
the Soul;

And one tegards Ltfelfy and one the Wi,
L ius God and Nature Iinkd the gen'ral frame,

Jf!:'zefl &rh'f-.‘ S:,'.’Tf:'z&"i?c? &'Ht{ LGJ\G'.L';'IH'

]

.;'; ;‘z-'.'.’ ;){-‘r.' J‘r-':'?.i'.-’.".

For he hath the art of converting poetical ornament into philo-
fophic reafoning; and of improving ‘a fimile into an analogical
argument ; of which more in our next,

No 1TEs.

made fo profound a progrefs,
that the One proved, nothing
hindered, in Nature, but that
the Son inight bave been the Fa-
ther ; and the Otbher, that no-
thing hindered, in Grace, but
that #he Son may be a mere
Creature, In a word, they
made all things difputable but
their own dullnefs; and this
they left unqueftioned ; and it
was the only thing they did
leave, of which their readers
could be certain,  But if, in~
ftead of throwing {0 many
Greek Fathers at one ano-
ther’s heads, they had but
chanced to reflect on the fenfe
of one Greek word, AIIEIFIA,
that it fignifiesboth INFINITY

and IGNORANCE, this fingle
equivocatisn might have faved
them ten thoufand, which they
expended in carrying ‘on the
controverfy. However thofe
x}/fsjf\ that ?.if(i'é‘?'.‘h’;f:"{'{! the S{'é‘h’f‘,
enlarged the Charadler of the
Combatants: and no body ex-
pecting common fenfe on a {ub-
je€t where we have no ideas,
the defelts of dulnefs difap-
peared, and its advantages
(for, advantages it has) were
all provided for.

The worlt is, fuch kind of
Writers feldom know when
to have done. For writing
themfelves up into the fame
delufion with their Readers,
they are apt to venture out
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So two confiftent motions a& the Soul

EFSSAY ON MAN.

109
315

And one regards Itfelf, and one the Whole.
Thus God and Nature link’d the gen’ral frame,
And bade Self-love and Social be the fame,

NoTES.

into the more open paths of | meras.

Literature, where their repu-
tation, made out of that ftuff,
which Lucian calls Txéres hs-
xeaos, prefently falls from them,
and their nakednefs appears.
And thus it fared with our
two Worthies. The World,
which muft have always fome-
thing to amufe it, was now in
good time grown weary of its
pl;l}'—thingfx, and catched at a
new object that promifed them
more agreeable entertainment.
‘Tindal, a kind of Baftard-
Socrates, had brought our fpe-
culations  from Heaven  to
Earth : and, under the pre-
tence of advancing the Anti-
quity of Chriftianity, laboured
to undermine its original.
This was a controver{y that
required another management.
Clear fenfe, fevere reafoning,
a thorough knowledge of pro-
phane and facred Antiquity,
and an dintimate acquaintance
with human Nature, were the
qualities to determine upon
this Queftion. A very unpro-
mifing adventure for thefe
metaphyfical ‘nurflings, bred
ap under the fhade of chi-

| venture out.

Yet they would needs
What they got
by it was only to be once well
laughed at, and then forgotten.
But one.odd circumftance de-
{erves to be remembered ; tho’
they wrote not, you may be
fure, in concert, yet each at-
tacked his Adverfary at the
fame time, faftened upon him
in the fame place, and mum-
bled him juft in the fame
manner. But the il fuccefs
of this efcape foon brought
them to themfelves, The One
made a. fruitlefs effort to re-
vive the old game, ina dif-
courfe on The importance of the
Doétrine of the Trinity; and
the Other has been ever fince,
till very, lately, rambling in
SPACE.

This fhort hiftory, as infig-
nificant as the fubjells of it are,
may not be altogether unufe-
ful to pofterity. Divines may
learn by thefe examples - to
avoid the mifchiefs done to

| Religion and Literature thro’

the affe@ation of being wife
above what is written, and
knowing beyond what can be
underftood.
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Of the Nature and Stafe of Man with refpect fo
e Happinefs.
B L FALSE Notions of Happinefs, Philofophical and Po-

pular, anfwered from ¥ 19 to 77, 1L It is the End
of all Men, and attainable by all, ¥ 20. God intends
Happinefs to be equal s and to be fo, it muft be focial,
Jince all particular Happinefls depends on Zeneraly and
Jince be governs by general, not particular Laws, ¥ 277
As 1t is neceffary for Order, and the peace and welfare
of Society, that external goods fheould be unequal,
Happine[s is not made to confift in thefe, 3 zx. But,
notwithftanding that inequality, the balance of Hap-
pine(s among Mankind is kept even by Providence, by
the iwo Paffions of Hope and Fear, y 70. L. What
the Happinels of Individuals 75, as far as is confiftent
with the conflitution of this worlds and that the good
Man bas bere the advantage, ¥ 77 Theerror of imput-
ing to Virtue what are only the calamities of Nature, or
of Fortune, ¥ 94. IV. The folly of expelling that God
thould alter bis general Latws in favour of particulars,
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| ¥ 121. V. That we are not judges who are good ; :
f but that, whoever they are, they muft be happieft, 3 177,

&c. VL. That external goods are nat the Proper re-
wards, but often meonfiftent withy or defiructive of Vir-
tne, ¥ 165.  That even thefe can make no Man bappy
without Virtue: Inflanced in Riches, y 183. - Ho-
nours, ¥ rg1. Nobility, ¥ 203. Greatnefs, ¥ 215,
Fame, ¥ 235. Superior Talents, ¥ 257, &c. With
pictures of buman Infelicity in Men poflefed of them all;
¥ 267, &c.  VII. That Virtue only conflitutes a
Happinefs, whefe objeit is univerfal, and whofe pro-
fpect eternal, ¥ 307, &c. That the perfection of
Vittue and Happinefs confifts in a cenformity #2 the
ORrDER of ProvIDENCE bere, ond o Refignation .
it here and hereafter, ¥ 320, &c.
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F PI 5 Tl B - IV,

F1 Happiness! ourbeing’s end and aim!
Good, Pleafure, Eafe, Content! whate’er thy

1ame s

VARIATIONS.
Vier. 1. O Happinefs! &¢.} in the MS. thus,
Oh Happinefs I to which we all afpire,
Wing’d with ftrong hope, and borne by full defire;
That éafe, for which in want, in wealth we figh ;
That eafe, for which we labour and we die.

CoMMENTARY.

THE two foregoing epiftles having confidered Man with
régard to the Means (that is, in all his relations, whether as an
Tndividual, or 2 Member of Society) this laft comes to confider
him with regard to the End, that is, Happinefs.

It opens with an Invocation to Happinefs, in the manner of the
ancient poets, who, when deftitute of 2 patron God, applied fo
the Mufe, and, if fhe was engaged, took up with any fimple
Virtue next at hand, to infpire and profper- their defigns.  “This
was the ancient Invocation, which few modern poets have had
the art to imitate with any degree cither of fpirit or decorum 3
but our author hath contrived to make it fubfervient to the me-
thod and reafoning of his philofophic compofition. 1 will en-
deavour to explain fo uncommon a beauty.

It is to be obferved that the Pagan deities had each their fe-
veral names and places of abode, with fome of which they were
fuppofed to be more delighted than others, and confequently to
be then moft propitious when invoked by. the favourite name
and place: Hence we find, the hymns of Homer, Orpheus,
and Callimachus to be chiefly employed in reckoninig up the
{everal names and places of abode by which the patron God
was diftinguifhed. Qur poct hath imade theic two circumftances
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That fomething ftill which prompts th’eternal figh,
For which we bear to live, or dare to die,

Which ftill fo near us, yet beyond us lies, 5
O’er-look’d, feen double; by the fool, and wife.
Plant of celeftial feed ! if dropt below,

Say, in what mortal {oil thou deign’ft to grow ?

COMMENTARY.

erve to introduce his fubject. His purpofe is to write of Hap-
pinels ; method therefore requires that he firft define what men
mean by Happinefs, and this he does in the ornament of 2 poetic
Invocation ; in which the feveral names, that bappinefs goes by,
are enumerated:

Ob Happinefs ! our being’s end and aim,

Good, Pleafure, Eafe; Content! whateer thy Name

2 ’ 3 55

After the Definition, that which follows next; is the Propofi-
tion, which is, that buman Happinefs confifts not in external Ad-
vantages, but in Virtue. For the fubject of this epiftle is the de-
tecling the falfz notions of Happinefs, and fettling and explain-
ing the t7ue; and this the poet lays down in the next fixteen
lines. Now the enumeration of the feveral fituations in which
Happinefs is fuppofed to refide, is a fummary of falfe Happinefs,
placed in Externals :

Plant of celeftial feed! if dropt beloiv,

Say, in what mortal foil thou deign’(? to grow &
Fair op’ming to fome. Court’s propiticus fbine,

Or deep with Di’monds in the Aaming mine;
Twin’d with the wreaths Parnaffian laurels yield;
Or reap’d in iron barvefls of the field @

NoTEs.

VER. 6. O’crlook’d, feen | any thing elfe to have 4 fhare
double,] erlock’d by thofe | with Virtue in procuring Hap-
who place Happinefs in any [ pinefs; thefe being the two
Ehillg exclufive of Virtue | gt:nl:m] miftakes that this Cpi—
Jeen double by thofe who admit ! ftle is employed in confuting.
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Fair op’ning to fome Court’s p;‘opitious {hine,

Or deep with di’'monds in the flaming mme? 10
Twin’d with the wreaths Parnafiian lawrels yield,

Or reap’d in iron harvefts of the field ?

Where grows P—wheregrows it not ? If vain our toil,

We ought to blame the culture, not the foil;

Fix’d to no fpot is Happinefs fincere, 15
"Tis no where to be found, or ev’ry where
"Tis never to be bought, but always free,
And fled from monarchs,ST. Joun! dwells withthee,
Afk of the Learn’d the way? The Learn’d are
blind ;
This bids to ferve, and that to fhun mankind; 20

COMMENTARY.
The fix remaining lines deliver the #rue notion of Happinefs tq
be in Virtue. Which is fummed up in thefe two:

Fix’d to no [pat is Happinefs fincere,

*Tis no where to be found, or ev’ry whete.

The Poet having thus defiried his terms, and laid down his pro-
pofition, proceeds to the fupport of his Thefis; the various argu-
ments of which make up the body of the Epiftle.

VER. 19. Ak of the Learn’d &¢c.] He begins (from ¥ 18 to
29) with detecting the falfe notions of Happinefs. Thefe are
of two kinds, the Philofophical and Popular : "T'he latter he had
re-capitulated in the invocation, when Happinefs was called
upon at her f{everal fuppofed places of abode; the Philofophic
only remained to be delivered :

Ak of the Learn’d the way, the Learn’d are blind ;
This bids to ferve, and that to fbun Mankind ;

H




14 ESSAY ON MAN. ErlV,
Some place the blifs in action, fome in eafe,

‘Thofe call it Pleafure, and Contentment thefe ;

ComMmMENTARY.

Some place the blifs in aétion, [ome in eafe
Thofe call it Pleafure, and Contentment thefe.

They differed as well in the means, as in the nature of the
end. Some placed Happinefs in A&tion, fome in Contemplation s
the firft called it Pleafure, the fecond Eafe. Of thofe who
placed it in Action and called it Pleafure, the moral rout they
purfued either funk them into jfrzﬁrafpfr gfwgs which ended 1
Pain, or led them in fearch of imaginary perfeftions, unfuitable
to their nature and ftation (fee ]jp. 1.} which ended in Vanity.
Of thofe who placed it in Eafe, the contemplative ftation they
were fixed in made fome, for their quiet, find truth in ewery
thing, others in rnothing.

Who thus define it, fay fbe} mare or lefs
Than Ifl.?t, that ffr‘,')ﬁmc_“ 15 ffappzmjs 4

The confutation of thefe Philof'nphic errors he thews to be very
cafy, one common fallacy running through them all 5 mmu}
this, that inftead- of tt,ilmg us in what the H;lppm{.fb of human
nature conhifts, which was what was afked of them, each bufies
himfelf in explaining in-what he placed bis own.

NoTEs.

VER. 21. Some place the |
blifs in aclion,—Some Sunk to ll
Beafls, &&c.] 1. Thofe who |
place Happinefs, or the fum- | fure of all things; for thatall
gnuzm bonum, in Pleafure, “Hdwm, | things -which appear to him
fuch as the Cyrenaic feét, called | are, and thofe things which
on that account the Hedonic. | appear not to any Man are

2. Thofe who place it inacer- | not; fo that every imagination
tain tranquillity or calmnefs of | or opinion of every man was
Mind, which they call Edfupia, | true. 6. Flhe‘}tucpuc Whofe
fuch as the Democritic feét. | abfolute Doubt is ‘with great
3. The "Epicurean. 4. The | judgment faid to be the effect

Stoic. 5. The Protagorean,
which held that Man was
Treeylay KL LTy 5.4.5':'.::0#, the meéa-




Er: IV.

ESSAY ON MAN.

11§

Some funk to Beafts, find pleafure end in pain;

Some {well’d to Gods, confefs ev’n Virtue vain ;

Or indolent, to each extreme they fall,

25

To truft in ev’ry thing, or doubt of all.

Who thus define it, fay they more or lefs

Than this, that Happinefs is Happinefs ?

"Take Nature’s path, and mad Opinion’s leave ;

All ftates can reach it, and all heads conceive ; 30

Obvious her goods, in no extreme they dwell ;

There needs but thinking right, and meaning well ;

And mourn our various portions as we pleafe,

Equal is Common Senfe, and Common Eafe,

COMMENTARY.

VER. 29. Take Nature's path, €¢.] The Poet then proceeds
(from ¥ 28 to 25) to reform their miftakes; and fhews them
that, if they will but take the road of Nature and leave that of
mad Opinion, they will foon find Happinefs to be a goo d of the
Jpecies, ;L:;J like Common $ Senfe, cqu‘.ll_y diftributed to all Man-
r.md

NorTeEs.

of Indolence, as well as the
abfolute Truft of the Prota-
gorean: For the fame dread
of labour attending the fearch
of truth, which makes this
latter prefume it to be always
at hand, makes the former con-
cluda, it is never to be found.

I'he conly difference is, that
the lazinefs of the one is de-

fponding, and the lazinefs of

the other fanguine; yet both
can give it a good name, and
call it Happinefs.

VER. 23. Some funk to Beafis,
&c.] Thefe four lines added
in the laft Edition, 2as necef~
fary to complete the fummary
of the falfe purfuits after hap-
pinefs amongft the Greek phi-
lofophers.

[
e
[




116 ESSAY ON MAN. Ep. IVs
Remember, Man, ° the Univerfal Caufe 33

¢ A&s not by partial, but by gen’ral laws ;"

And makes what Happinels we juftly call

Subfift not .in the good of one, but all.

There’s not a blefling Individuals find,

But fome way leans and hearkens to the kind: 40

No Bandit fierce, no Tyrant mad with pride,

No cavern’d Hermit, refts felf-fatisfy’d :

Who moft to thun or hate Mankind pretend,

Seek an admirer, or would fix a friend:

Abftrac what others feel, what others think, 43

All pleafures ficken, and all glories fink :

Each has his fhare ; and who would more obtain,

Shall find, the pleafure pays not half the pain.
OrbpER i1s Heav’n’s firft law ; and this confeft,

Some are, and muft be, greater than the reft, 3o

COMMENTARY.

VER. 25. Remembery Man, &'¢.] Having expofed the two falfe
fpecies of lfsp pinefs, the Phi fa,&:')b:m! and Popular, and de-
nounced the true, in order to eft a.bh{h the laft, he goes on toa

nfutation of the two former.

I. He firft (from } 34 to 49) confutes the Philafsphical,
R‘.l‘.t..‘l, as w Lf‘Ld, makes Happinefsa pattlcul.lr._. not a general
good: 4"'11 1d this two ways; 1. From his grand prmmplc, that
God aéts by general laws; the t.onl':,qu(.nce of which 1s, that
Happin -.iwi \.um,n m]“ orts the well | being of ev :1y {yftem, muft
: be univerfal, and not partial, as the Philofophers conceived.
2. From faé _, that Man L,Mmmm.h. concurs with this dcfwna—
{ Providence, to make H: -"‘k}"l\,ib univerfal, by his havmcr
no delight in any thing uncommunicated or uncommunicable,




Eer. 1V, ESSAY ON M AN, 117
More rich, more wife ; but who infers from hence
That fuch are happier, thocks all.common {fenfe.
Heav’n to Mankind impartial we confefs,

If all are equal in their Happinefs :

VARIATIONS:
After VER. 52 in the MS.
Say not, ¢ Heav’n’s here profufe, there poorly faves,
<¢ And for one Monarch makes a thoufand flaves.”™
You'll find, when Caufes and their Ends are known,
>Twas for the thoufand Heav’n has made that one.

CoMMENTARY.

VER. 49. Order is HeaU'n's firft law ;] II. In the fecond
place (from ¥ 48 to 67) be confutes thé popular error concern-
ing Happinefs, namely, that it confifts in Externals : Which he
does, fir/?, by inquiting into the reafons of the prefent providen-
tial difpofition of external goods : A topic of confutation chefen
with the greateft accuracy and penetration : For, if 1t appears
they were diftributed in the manner we {ee them, for reafons
different from the Happinefs of Individuals, it is abfurd to think
that they fhould make part of that Happinefs.

Te fhews therefore, that difparity of external pofleffions among
Men was for the fake of Society : 1. To promote the Harmony
and Happinefs of a fyftem ; becaufe the want of external goods
in fome, and the abundance in others, increafe seneral Har-
mony in the obliger and obliged.

Yet here (fays. he) mark the impartial wifdom of Heaven 3
this very Inequality of Externals, by contributing to general Har-
mony and Order, produceth an Equality of Happinefs amongf(t
Individuals.

NorTES.

VER. 49. Order is Heav'n's | Creation, when God firft ap-
firft law ) i.e. The firft law | peafed the diforders of Chaos,
made by God relates toOrder; | and feparated the light from
which is a beautiful allufion to | the darknefs.

the Scripture hiftory .of the
H 3




118 TSSAY ON MAN. Fpiv

But mutual wants this Happinefs increafe; ¢35

All Nature’s diff'rence keeps all Natare’s peace,

Condition, circumftance is not the thing ;

Blifs is the fame in fubje@ or in king,

In who obtain defence, or who defend,

In him who is, or him who finds a friend : 6o

Heav’n breaths thro’ ev’ry member of the whole

One common blefling, as one common foul,

But Fortune’s gifts if each alike pofieit,

And each were equal, muft not all conteft?

If then to all Men Happinefs was meant, 6¢

God in Externals could not place Content,
Fortune her gifts may varioufly difpofe,

And thefe be happy call’d, unhappy thofe

VARIATIONS,
After VER. 66. in the MS.
"T'is peace of mind alone is at a ftay ;
The reft mad Fortune gives or takes away.,
All other blifs by accident’s debar’d ;
But Virtue’s, in the inftant, a reward ;
In hardeft trials operates the beft,
And more is relifh’d as the more diftreft.

CoMmMENTARY.

2. To prevent perpetual difcord amongft men equal in power,
which an equal diftribution of external goods would neceffarily
occafion. From hence he concludes, that, as external goods
were not given for the reward of Virtue, but for many differ-
ent purpofes, God could not, if he Intended Happinefs for all,

blace it in the Enjoyment of Externals.

VER. 67. Fortuug ber gifts may varionfly difpofe,] His fecond




Bp. IV. ESSAY ON MAN, 119
But Heav’'n’s juft balance equal will appear,
While thofe are plac’d in Hope, and thefe in Fear :
Not prefent good or il the joy or curfe, 71
But future views of better, or of worfe.

Ob fons of earth | attempt ye {flill to rife,
By mountains pil’d or mountains, to the fkies?

Heay'n fill with laughter the vain toil furveys, 75

Il

And buries madmen in the heaps they raife.
Know, all the good that individuals find,

Or God and Nature meant fo mere Mankind,

CoMMENTARY:

argument (from y 66 to 73) againft the popular error of Hap-
pinefs being placed in Externals, is, that the Pofleflion of them
is infeparably attended with Fear the want of them with Hope ;
which direétly croffing all their pretenfions to making happy,
evidently fhews that God had placed Happinefs elfewhere, And
hence, in concluding this argument, he takes occafion (from
¥ 72 to 77) 1o upbraid the defperate folly and impiety of thole,
who, in fpite of God and Nature, will yet attempt to place
Happinefs in Externals :

Ob [ons of earth ! atiempt ye fl] to rife,

By mountains pil'd on mountains, to the fkies?
Heav'n flill with laughter the vain totl furveys,
And byries madmen in the heaps they raife.

VER. 77. Know, all the good Se. ] The Poet having thus con-
futed the two errors concerning Happines, Philsfophical and
Popular ; and proved that true Happinefs was neither folitary
and partial, nor yet placed in externals 3 goes on (from ¥ 7610
82) to fhew in what it doth confift. He had before faid in ge-
neral, and repeated it, that Happinefs lay in common 1o the
whole fpecies. He now brings us better acquainted with ity In
a more explicite account of its nature; and tells us, it is.ail
contained in Health, Peace; and Competence s but that thefeare

H 3
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20 ESSAY ON MAN, Ep. 1V,

eafon’s whole pleafure, all the joys of Senfe,
Lic in three words, Health, Peace, and Competence,
Bat Health confifts with Temperance alone; 81
And Peace, oh Virtue | Peace is all thy own,
The good or bad the gifts of Fortune gain;;
But thefe lefs tafte them, as they worfe obtain,

CoMMENTARY.

fo be gained only by ViRTUE, namely, by Temperance, In-
nocence, apd Induftry.

VER. 83. Zhe gosd or bad, &c.] But hitherto the poet hath
only confidered Health and Peace :

But Health confifts with Temperance alone ;
And Peacey ob Virtue ! Peace is all thy ewn,

One head yet remained to be fpoken to, namely, Competence.
In the purfuit of Health and Peace there is no danger of running
mnto excefs ; but the cafe is different with regard to Compe-
tence : here Wealth and Afluence would be too apt to be mif-
taken for it, in Mens paffionate purfuit after external goods.
To obviate this miftake therefore, the poet thews (from ¥ 82
to g3) that, as exorbitant wealth adds nothing to the Happinefs
arifling from a Competence ; fo, as it is generally ill-gotten; it is

NoTEs.

VER. 9. Reafon’s whele | tue; or, in his own emphatic
plea fure, €5°¢.1 This is a beau- | words, Peace s all thy own: a
! ] | ) 'y 3

tiful paraphrafis for Happinefs ;
for all we feel of good is by
feafation and ‘reflection.

VER. 82. And Peace, &¢.]
Confecions Innocence (fays the
poet) is the only fource of 7n-
ternal Peace 5 and #nown Inno-
cence, of external; therefore,
Peace 1s the fole iffue of Vir-

conclufive obfervation in his
argument, which ftands thus :
Is Happinefs rightly placed in
Externals ? No ; for it confifls
in Health, Peace, and Com-
petence. Health and Compe-~
tence are the product of Tem-
perance, and Peace of perfect
Innocence. S

s s

o
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Say, in purfuit of profit or delight, ;

Whorifk the moft, that take wrong means, or right?

Of Vice or Virtue, whether bleft or curt,

Which meets contempt, or which compafiion fisft ?

Count all th’advantage profp’rous Vice attains,

*Tis but: what Virtue flies from and difdains: = 9o

And grant the bad what happinefs they wou’d,

One they muft want, which is, to pafs for good.
Oh blind to truth, and God’s whole fcheme

below,
Who fancy Blifs to Vice, to Virtue Woe ! Q4.

VARIATIONS,

After VER. g2. in the MS.
Let fober Moralifts correét their fpeech,
No bad man’s happy : he is great or rich,

COMMENTARY.

attended with circumftances that weaken another part of this
triple chord, namely Peace :

Reafon’s whole pleafure, all the joys of Senfe,

Lie in three words, Health, Peacey and Competences

But Health confifts in Temperance alone ;

And Peace, ob Virtue ! Peace is all thy own.

VER. 93. Ob blind to truth, &c.] Our author having thus
largely confuted the miftake of Happinefs’s confifting in exter-
nals, proceeds to expofe the terrible confequenices of fuch an opi-
nion on the fentiments and practice of all forts of men, making
the Diffolute impious and atheiftical ; the Religious uncharita-
ble and intolerant ; and the Good reftlefs and difcontent. For
when it is once taken for granted, that Happinefs confifts in ex-




ESSAY ON MAN.

Ee. IV,
Who fees and follows that great fcheme the beft,

Beft knows the blefling, and will moft be blett.
But fools, the Good alone, unhappy call,

122

Forills or accidents that chance to all.
See FarkranD dies, the virtuous and the juft!
See god-like TurRENNE profirate on the duft! 100

COMMENTARY.

ternals, it is immediately feen that ill men are often more hap-
py than good ; which fets all conditions on objeéling to the ways
of Prow%tnr_e ; and fome even on rafbly attempting to rectif fy
its difpenfations, though by the violation of all Law, divine and
human., Now this beir ing the moft momentous part of tl f: {ub-
ject under confideration, is defervedly treated moft at large.
And here it will be proper to take notice of the art of the po\ t
in making this confutation ferve, at the fame time, for a full
folution of all objeftions which might he made to his main pro-
pofition, that Happine[s confifts not in externals.

I. He begins, firft of all with the Atheiftical complairiers,
and purfues their impiety, from ¥ g3 to 131

Ob ! blind to truth, and God’s whole fcheme belrw, .

VEr. 97. But fools the Gosd algne wnbappy call, &¢.] He ex-
pofes theu’ fo]]y even on their own notions of external goods,

1. By examples (from ¥ g8+to 111) where he ﬂl{:ws, hiﬁ'
that if good men have been untimely .cut off, this is not to be
afcribed to their Virtues, but to a contempt of life that hur-

NoTES

VER. 100. Seegod-like Tu- traordinary, that his chief pur-

renne| This tplth-:." has a pecu-
Imr_]uﬁm,i”b the great man to
whom it is applicd not being
diftinguithed, from other ge-
nerals, for any of his fuperior
qualities fo much as for his pro-
vidential care of thofe whom he
led to war ; which was fo ex-

pofe in taking on himfelf the
command of armies, feems to
have been the Prefervation of
Mankind. In this god-/ike care
he was more chm mmi‘mm}r
emp! O}Ld throughout the whole
courfe of that famous campaign
in-which he loft his life.




Fr.IV. ESSAY ON MAN, 123

See SIDNEY bleeds amid the martial ftrife!

Was this their Virtue, or Contempt of Life ?

Say, was it Virtue, more tho’ Heav'n ne'er gave,

Lamented Dicsy ! funk thee to the grave ?

Tell me, if Virtue made the Son expire, 105

Why, full of days and honour, lives the Sire?

Why drew Marfeille’s good bithop purer breath,

When Nature ficken’d, and each gale was deathl

Or why fo long (in life if long can be)

Lent Heav’n a parent to the poor and me? 110
What males all phyfical or moral ill ?

There deviates Nature, and here wanders Will.

COMMENTARY.

ried them into dangers. Secondly, Thatif they will ftill perfift in
afcribing untimely death toVirtue ; they muft needs, on the fame
principle, likewife afcribe long life to it confequently, as the
argument, in fact, concludes both ways, in logic it concludes
neither.

Say, was it Virtue, more tha' Heav’n ne'er gaves
Lamented Dighy I funk thee to the grave?

Tell mey if Virtue made the Son_expire,

Why, full of days and honour, lives the Sire ?

VER. 111. What makes all phyfical or moral ill #] 2. He ex-
pofes their folly (from ¥ 100 to 131) by confiderations drawn

NoTES.

VER. 110, Lent Heav'n a | where a tribute of piety to a pa-
arent €'c.] This laft inftance | rent is paid in a return of
of the poet’s illuftration of the | thanks to, and made fubfer-
ways of Providence, the reader | vient of, his vindication of, the
fees, has a peculiar elegance ; | Great Giver and Father of -all
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God fends not ill ; if rightly underftood,

Or partial Ill 1s univerfal Good,

Or Change admits, or Nature lets it fall ; 113
Short, and but rare, till Man improv’d it all,

VARIATIONS.
After ¢ 116. in the MS,
Of ev’ry evil, fince the'world began,
The real fource is not in God, but man.

COMMENTARY.

from the fyftem of Nature ; and thefe twofold, natural and mo-
ral. - You accufe God, fays he, becaufe the good man. is fub-
Ject to natural and moral evil. ' Let us fee whence thefe pro-
ceed : Natural evil is the neceffary confequence of a material
world fo conftituted : But that this conflitution was beft, we
have proved in the firft Epiftle. Moral evil arifeth from the 'de-
praved will of Man : Therefore neither the one nor the other
from God.

But you fay (adds.the poet, to thefe impious complainers)
that ' though it be it Man fhould fuffer the miferies which he .
brings upon himfelf by the commiffion of moral evil, yet it feems
unfit that his innocent pofterity fhould bear a fhare of them, To
this, fays he, T reply,

We juft as wifely might of Heav’n complain,
That righteous Abel was deftroy’d by Cain ;
As that the virtuous fon is ill at eafe,

When his lewd father gave the dire difeafe.

But you will ftill fay, why doth not God either prevent, or
immediately repair thefe evils? You may as well alk why he
doth not work continual miracles, and every moment reverfe
the eftablifhed laws of Nature :

Shall burning Aitna, if a fage requires, &'c.

NoTEs.

things.  The Mother of the | and charity, died the year this
author, a perfon of great piety | poem was finithed, wiz, 1733




Ep.IV. ESSAY ON MAN, 125

We juft as wilely might of Heav'n complain

That righteous Abel was deftroy’d by Cain,

As that the virtuous fon is ill at eafe

When his lewd father gave the dire difeafe. 120

Think we, like fome weak Prince, th’Eternal Caufe,

Prone for his fav’rites to reverfe his laws ?

Shall burning /tna, if a fage requires,

Forget to thunder, and recall her fires ?

On air or fea new motions be impreft, 125
Oh blamelefs Bethel ! to relieve thy breaft ?
When the loofe mountain trembles from on high,

Shall gravitation ceafe, if you go by ?

Or fome old temple, nodding to its fall,

For Chartres’ head referve the hanging wall? 130

CoMMENTARY.

This is the force of the poet’s reafoning ; and thefe the men to
whom he addreffeth it ; namely, the Libertine Cavillers againft

Providence.

NoT

VER. 121. Think we, like
[fome weak Prince, &c.] Agree-
ably hereunto, holy Scripture,
in its account of things under
the common Providence of
Heaven, never reprefents mi-
racles as wrought for the fake
of him who is the object of
them, but in order to give
credit to fome of God’s extra-

E S.

ordinary difpenfations to Man-
kind.

VEr. 123 Shall burning
Zitna, &c.] Alluding to the
fate of thofe two great Natu-
ralifts, Empedocles and Pliny,
who both perifhed by too near
an approach to ZEtna and Ve-
{fuvius, while they were explo-
ring the caufe of their eruptions.
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126 ESSAY ON MAN. Er. 1V,
But ftill this world (fo fitted for the knave)

Contents us not. - A better fhall we have ?
A kingdom of the Juft then let it be -
But firft confider how thofe Juft agree.

COMMENTARY.

VER. 131. But fill this world &e.] II. But now, fo un-
happy is the condition of our corrupt nature, that thefe are not
the only complainers. RerLicious Men are but tos apt, if not
to fpeak out, yet fometimes fecretly to murmur againft Provi-
dence, and fay, its ways are not equal; efpecially the more in-
ordinately devoted to a fe& or party are {candalized that the Juft
(for fuch they efteem themfelves) who are to judge the world,
have no better portion in their own inheritance - "The poet there-
fore now leave thofe more profligate complainers, and turns (from
¥ 130 to 149) to the religious, in thefe words :

But fHill this world (o fitted Jor the knave) ¢,

As the more Impious wanted external goods to be the reward of
Virtue for the Moral man; fo Thefe want them for the Pious,
in order to have a kingdom of the Juft: To this the poet holds
it fufficient to anfwer ; Pray firft agree among yourfelves, who
thofe Juft are.

As this is the cafe, he bids them reft fatisfied 3 remember his

>
fundamental principle, that wharteser 15, 25 right ; and content
themfelves (as their religion teaches them to profefs a more than
ordinary fubmiffion to the will of Providence) with that com-
mon anfwer which he, with fo much reafon and piety, gives to
every kind of Complainer.
However, though there be yet no kingdom of the Fuft, there
is ftill no kingdom of the Unjuit : both the Virtuous and the Vi-
cious (whatloever becomes of thofe whom every fect calls the
Faithful) have their fhares in external goods ; and what is mMore,
the Virtuous have infinitely the moft enjoyment of them,
=~ This world, ’tis true,

Has made for Ce far— but Jor Titus too »

And which more bloft 2 wha chain’d bis country  fay,

Or be whafe Virtue fich’d to bofe a day 2
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The good muft merit God’s peculiar care; 135
But who, but God, can tell us who they are ?
One thinks on Calvin Heéav’n’s own {pirit fell ;
Another deems him inftrument of hell ;

If Calvin feel Heav’n’s blefling, or its rod,

This cries there is, and that, thereis noGod. 140
What thocks one part will edify the reft,

Nor with one fyftem can they all be bleit.

The very beft will varioufly incline,

And what rewards vour Virtue, punifth mine.

VARIATIONS:
After VER. 142. in fome Editions,
Give each a Syftem, all muft be at ftrife ;
What different Syftems for 2 Man and Wife ?

COMMENTARY.

T have been the more folicitous to explain this laft argument,
and to thew againft whem it is direted, becaufe much depends
upon it for the illuftration of the fenfe, and the juft defence of
¢he poet.. For if we fuppofe him fill addreflinghimfelf to thofe
imPIouUs complainers, confuted in the forty preceding lines, we
fhould make him guilty of 2 paralogifm in the argument about
the Juft ; and in the illuftration of it by the cafe of Calvin. For
then the Libertines afk, Why the Juft, that is, the moral man,
is not rewarded ! The anfweris, That none but God can tell,
who the Juft, that is, the truly faithful man, is. Where the
“Term is changed, “in order to {upport the argument ; for about
the truly moral man there is no difpute; about the fruly faith-
ful or the orthodox, a great deal. But take the poet right, as
arguing here againft ReLIGIOUS complainers, and the reafon-
ing is fhriG-and logical. They atk, Why the truly faithful are
not rewarded ! he anfwereth, T'heéy may be, for ought you know;
for none but-God can tell who they are.
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WHATEVER I8, 15 RIGHT.— This world, ’tis true,

Was made for Cafar — but for Titus too: 146

And which more bleft? who chain’d his country,
{ay,

Or he whofe Virtue figh’d to lofe 2 day?

¢ But fometimesVirtue ftarves, while Vice is fed.”

What then ? Is the reward of Virtue bread? 150

That, Vice may merit, ’tis the price of toil ;

The knave deferves it, when he tills the foil,

The knave deferves it, when he tempts the main,

Where Folly fights for kings, or dives for gain.

The good man may be weak, be indolent; 155

Nor is his claim to plenty, but content,

But grant him Riches, your demand iso’er ?

¢ No—thall the good want Health, the good want
Pow’r p’

CoOMMENTARY.

VER.'149. ““ But fometimes Virtue flarvess while Vice is fed.” |
ITI. The poet, having difpatched thefe two fpecies of murmurers,
comes now to the third and ftill more pardonable fort, the o/
contented GooD MEN, who lament only that Virtue ftarves,
while Vice riots. To thefe he replies (from 3 148 to 157) that
admit this to be the cafe, yet they have no reafon to complain,
either of the good man’s lot in particular, or of the difpenfation
of Providence in general. Not of the former, becaufe Hap-
pinefs, the reward of Virtue, confifteth not in Externals; nor
of the latter, becaufe ill men may gain wealth by commenda-
ble induftry, good men want neceflaries through indolence or
bad conduct.

VER. 157. But grant him Riches, &¢c.] But as modeft as this
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Add Health, and Pow’r, and ev’ry earthly thing,
“ Why bounded Pow’r ! why private ? why no
“ king:?”’ 160
Nay, why external for internal giv'n?
Why is not Man a God, and Earth a Heav’'n?
Who afk and reafon thus, will {fcarce conceive
God gives enough, while he has more to give:
Immenfe the pow’r, immenfe were the demand ;
Say, at what part of nature will they ftand? 166
What nothing earthly gives, or can deftroy,
The foul’s calm fun-fhine, and the heart-felt joy,
Is Virtue’s prize : A better would you fix ?
Then give Humility a coach and fix, 170

COMMENTARY,.

complaint feemeth at firft view, the € poet next thews :’ :om ¥ 156
to 167) that it is founded on a p,.n iple of the bighe/? extrava-

gance, which will never let the difcontented good n 1an reft, ’ull
lie becomes as vain and foolith in his imaginations as the very
wordt fort of complainers. For that when onee he | begins to think
he wants what is his due, he will never know where to ftop,
while God hath any thing to give.

VER. 167, #hat noths g ad?ﬂ)fj gives, &°c.] But this is not
all; he proveth next (from ¥ 166 to 185) that thefe demands
m= not Unlv unreafonable, but in the higheft degree abfurd like-
wife. For that thofe very goods, if gr anted, would be the de-
{truction of that Virtue for which 1}1\,1, are demanded as a Re-
ward. He concludes therefore on the whole, that,

rr
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Juftice a Cong’ror’s fword, or Truth a gown,

Or Public Spirit its great cure, a Crown.
Weak, foolith man ! will Heav’'n reward us there

With the fame trath mad mortals with for here 3

The Boy and Man an individual makes, 1735
Yet figh’ft thou now for apples and for cakes ?
Go, like the Indian, in another life

Expect thy dog, thy bottle, and thy wife :

As well as dream fuch trifles are affign’d,

As toys and empires, for a god-like mind. 180

Rewards, that either would to Virtue bring

No joy, or be deftruétive of the thing 2,

VARIATIONS.
After ¥ 172. in the MS.
Say, what rewards this idle world imparts,
Or fit for {earching heads or honeft hearts,
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CoMMENTARY.

And that to aim at other, which not only is of no ufe to us
here, but, what is more, will be of none hereafter, is a paffion
like that of an Infant or a Savage, where the one is impatient
for what be will foon defpife, and the other makes a provifien
for what he can never want.

Ty

NoTEks.

: WS
VER. 177. Go, like the In-
dian, &c ] Alluding to the ex-
ample of the Indian in Epift. i
# 9g. and fhewing, that that
example was not given to dif-

credit any rational hopes of fu-
ture bappinefs, butonly to re-
prove the folly of fe{:arating
them from charity : as when
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How oft by thefe at fixty are undone

The virtues of a faint at twenty-one !

To whom can Riches give Repute, or Truft, 1835
Content, or Pleafure, but the Good and Juit?
Judges and Senates have been bought for gold,
Efteem and Love were never to be fold.

CoMMENTARY.
VER. 185. To whom can Riches give Repute, or Truft, ] The

poet now enters more at large upon the matter : And ftill conti-
nuing his difcourfe to this third fort of complainers (whom he
indulgeth, as much more pardonable than the firft or fecond,
in reifying all their doubts and miftakes) he proves, both from
reafon and example, how unable any of thofe things are which
the world moft admires, to make a good man happy. For as
to the Philofophic miftakes concerning Happinefs, there being
little danger of their making a general impreflion, he had, after
a fhort confutation, difmiffed them at once. But External
goods are thofe Syrens which fo bewitch the world with dreams
of Happinefs, that it is of all things the moft difficult to awaken
it out of its delufions; though, as he proves in an exact review
of the moft pretending, they difhonour bad men, and add no
luftre to the good. That it is only this third and leaft criminal
fort of complainers, againft which the remaining part of the dif-
courfe is levelled, appeareth from the poet’s fo frequently ad-
dreffing himfelf, while he inforceth his arguments in behalf of
Providence, from henceforward to his friend.

I. He beginneth therefore (from® ¥ 184 to 205) with conii-
dering RicHEs. 1. He examines, firft, what there is of real
value or enjoyment in them ; and fheweth, they can give the
good man only that very Contentment and that very Efteem and
Love which he had before : And fcornfully cries out to thofe of
a different opinion,

Ob faol! to think God hates the worthy mind,

The lover and the love of buman kind,

Whofe life is health ul, and whofe confcience clear
Becaufe he wants a theufard pounds a year !

2
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Oh fool ! to think God hates the worthy mind,
The lover and the love of human-kind, 190
Whofe life is healthful, and whofe confcience clear,
Becaufe he wants a thoufand pounds a year.
Honour and thame from no Condition rife ;

Act well your part, there all the honour lies. 194
Fortune in Men has fome {mall difPrence made,
One flaunts in rags, one flutters in brocade';

"The cobler apron’d, and the parfon gown’d,

The frier hooded, and the monarch crown’d.

'\'l!

* W hat differ more (you cry) than crown and cowl ?

I'll tell you, friend ! a wife man and a Fool. 200

COMMENTARY.

2. Next he examines the 1111;;114‘111.' value of Riches, as the
fountain of Honour. For his adverfaries” objection ftandeth thus :
—As Honour is the genuine claim of Virtue, and Shame the
Jult retridoution of Vice; and as Honour, 'in their opinion, fol-
lows Riches, and Shame Pov erty ; therefore the good man fhould
be rich. He tlls them in this they are much miftaken :

Horiour and fhaine frcm no Condition rife ;
At well your party there all the honeur lies.

‘What power then has Fortune over the Man? None at all 3
for as her favours can confer neither worth nor wifdc om ; {o nei-
ther can her difpleafure cure him of any of his follies. On his
Garb indeed fhe hath fome little influence; but his Heart fll
remains the fame :

Fortune in Men has fome fmall diff rence made,

One flaunts in rags, mfffs'*fvs in brocade.

n to the habit ; the pride
r and the futterer, asit is
e of thife terms.
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You’ll find, if once the monarch adts the monk,
Or, cobler-like, the parfon will be drank,
Worth makes the man, and want of it, the fellow 3
‘The reft is all but leather or prunella. 204
Stuck o’er with titles and hung round with {trings,
That thou may’ft be by kings, or whores of kings.
Boaft the pure blood of an illuftrious race,
In quiet flow from Lucrece to Lucrece:
But by your father’s worth if your’s you rate,
Count me thofe only who were good and great. 210
Go ! if your ancient, but ignoble blood
Has crept thro’ fcroundels ever fince the flood,
Go! and pretend your family 1s young ;
Nor own, your fathers have been fools fo long.
VARIATIONS.
VER. 207. Boafl the pure blood Se.] in the MS. thus,

The richeft blood, right-honourably old,

Down from Lucretia to Lucretia roll'd,

May fwell thy heart and gallop in thy breaft,

Without one dafh of uther or of prieft:

Thy pride as much defpife all other pride

As Chrift-Church once all colleges befide.

CoMMENTARY.

-

VER. 205. Stuck o’ erwith titles,&c.] IL. Then astoNoBILITY,

by creation or birth; this too the poet fhews (from ¥ 204 to217)
is in itfelf as devoid of all real worth as the reft; becaufe, in the
firlt cafe, the Title is generally gain’d by no meritat all ; 1n the
fecond, by the merit of the firft Founder of the family ;_which will
generally, when refleted on, be rather the fubject of Mortifica-
tion than Glory.

I3




134 ESSAY ON MAN. EsIV.

What can ennoble fots, or flaves, or cowards? 215
Alas! not all the blood of all the How ARrDs.
Look next on Greatnefs ; fay where Greatnefs liesy
““ Where, but among the Heroes and the Wife ?”
Heroes are much the fame, the point’s agreed,
From Macedonia’s madman to the Swede; 220
The whole ftrange purpofe of their lives, to find

Or make, an enemy of all mankind!

ComMENTARY.

VER. 217. Look next on Greatnefs &'e.] TII. The poet in the
next place (from ¥ 216 to 237) unmafks the falfe pretences of
(GREATNESs ; whereb y it is {een that the Hero and Politician
(the two charattérs that would monopolize tlhiat quality) after all
their buftle effect only this, if they want Virtue, that the one

NorTsEs.

VER. 219. Herges are much | ferved the poet’s care. Rut
the [ame, &¢.] Thischaraler | Milton fupplies what s here
might have been drawn with wanting.
much more force ; and de-

They err who tount it glorisus to fubdur
By conqueft far and widey to sver-run
Large Countriesy and in field great Battles win,
Great Gities by affindt. What do thefe worthics,
But rob and [poil, burn, flaughter, and enflave
Peaceable Nations, neighb’ring or remotey
Made captive, yet deferving Freedom wore
Than thofe their Congw’rors 5 wha leave bebind
Nothing but ruin wherefoc’er they rove,
And all the flourifbing works of peace defiroy ¢
Then fwell with prides and muf? be titled Gods
"Till Congw’ror Death difcovers them fearce Men,
Rolling in brutifh Vices, and deform’d,
Violent or framefull death their due reward.

Par. Reg, B. i
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Not one looks backward, onward {till he goes,
Vet ne’er looks forward farther than his nofe.
No lefs alike the Politic and Wile; 2235
All fly flow things, with circum{pective eyes:
Men in their loofe unguarded hours they take,
Not that themfelves are wife, but others weak.
But grant that thofe can conquer, thefe can cheat;
"Tis phrafe abfurd to call a Villain Great: 230
Who wickedly is wife, or madly brave,
Is but the mote a fool, the more a knave.
Who noble ends by noble means obtains,
Or failing, fmiles in exile or in chains,
Like good Aurelius let him reign, or bleed 235
Like Socrates, that Man is great indeed.

What’s Fame ? a fancy'd life in others breath,
A thing beyond us, ev'n before our death.

CoMMENTARY.
proves himfelf a Fool, and the other a Knave: And Virtue
they but too generally want ; the art of Heroifm being under-
food to confilt in Ravage and Defolation, and the art of Poli-
tics in Circumvention.

Tt is not fuccefs, therefore, that conftitutes true Greatnefss
but the end aimed at, and the means which are employed And
if thefe be right, Glory will be the reward, whatever be the
iflue

W ho noble ends by noble means obtains,
Or failing, fmiles in exile or in chains,
Like good Aurelius let him reigny.ar bleed
Like Socrates, that man is great indeed.
VER. 237, What's Fame 2] IV, With regard to FaME,
14
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Juit what you hear, you have, and what’s unknown

he {fame (my Lon’*\ if Thully’s; or your own,

g

All that we feel of it begins and ends 241
In the {fmall circle of our foes or friends,

To all befide as much an empty fthade

An Eugene living, as a Cafar dead ;

Alike or when, or where, they thone, or thine, 245
Or on the Rubicon, or on the Rhine,

A Wit’s a feather, and a Chief a rod;

An honeft Man’s the noble work of God.

Fame but from death a villain’s name can fave,

As Juftice tears his body from the grave; 250

When what t'oblivion better were refign’d,

Is hung on high, to poifon half mankind.

All fame is foreign, but of true defert ;

Plays round the head, but comes not to the heart:
One felf-approving hour whole years out-weighs
Of ftupid ftarers, and of loud huzzas; 256

COMMEN TARY.

that ftill more ﬂ:ntaﬂlc blefling, he fheweth (from ¥ 2.36 to
259) that all of it, befides what we hLear ourfdw,a, is IﬂLl{,]v’
nothing ; and thdt even of this {mall portlun, no more of it
giveth the poflefior a real fatisfaction, than what is the fruit of
Virtue. Thus he fhews, that Honou;, Nobility, Greatnefs,
(;!01}, fo far as they have any th 1[]P real and fubftantial, that is,
fo far as they contribute to the H: mpmus of the 'E\.}IJ.LJ or, are
the fole iffue of Virtue ; ; and that neither R.Lhes, Courts, Armies,

nor the Populace, are capable of conferring them.

6 ESSAY ON MAN. EprIV.
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And more true joy Marcellus exil’d feels,
Than Cefar with a fenate at his heels.

In Parts {fuperior what advantage lies?
Tell (for You can) what is it to be wife? 260
'T'is but to know how little can be known ;
To fee all others. faults, and feel our own:
Condemn’d in bus’nefs or in arts to drudge,
Without a fecond, or without a judge:
Truths would you teach, or fave a finking land?
All fear, none aid you, and few underftand. 266
Painful preheminence! yourfelf to view

Above life’s weaknefs, and its comforts too.

COMMENTARY.

VER. 259. In Parts fuperior what advantage lies 2] V. But
laftly, the poet proves (from ¥ 258 to 269) that as no external
goods can make man happy, fo neither is it in the power of all
internal,  For that even SupeErIoR PARTs bring no more
real Happinefs to the pofleflor than the reft; nay, that they put
him into a worfe condition ; for that the quicknefs of appre-
henfion and depth of penetration do but fharpen the miferics of
life.

NorTEs.

VER. 267. Painful prehe- | tradi@ what he had faid to him

L] " 4 - j * - . ®
minence ! &7¢.] This to his | concerning Happinefs in the
friend :— nor does it at all con- | beginning of the epiftle :

*Tis never to be bought, but always free,
And fled from Monarchs, St. Fobn | dwells with thee.

For he is now proving that | quirement, can make him hap-
nothing either external to Man, | py here. The moft plaufible
or what is not in his own | rival of Virtue is Knowledge:
pewer and of his own ac- | yet even this is fo far from
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Bring then thefe bleflings to a ftri¢t account ;
Make fair deductions; fee to what they mount:
How much of other each is fure to coft; 271
How each for other oft is wholly loft;

How inconfiftent greater goods with thefe;
How fometimes life is rifqu’d, and always eafe:

COMMENTARY,

VER.269. Bring then thefe bléffings to a firiét account 5 &7 c.]
Having thus proved how empty and unfatisfaltory all thefe
greateft external goods are, from an examination of their na-
ture; he proceeds to {trengthen his argument (from y 268 to
309) by thefe three farther confiderations:

1. That the acquirement of thefe goods is made with the
lofs of one another, or of greater ; either as inconfiftent with
them, or as fpent in attaining them.

2. That the poflefiors of each of thefe goods are generally
fuch, as are fo far from raifing envy in a good man, that he would
refufe to take their perfons, though accompanied with their pof-
feffions : And this the poet illuftrates by examples.

3. That even the pofleflion of them all together, where they
have excluded Virtue, only terminates in more enormous mifery,

NoTEs.
giving any degree of real Hap- | Happinefs : Such as the more
pinefs, that it deprives man of | innocent of thofe delufions
thofe common comforts of | which he fpeaks of in the fe-
life, which are a kind of fup- | cond Epiitle :
port to us under the want of

Thofe painted clouds that beautify our days, &¢.

Now Knowledge deftroyeth | and in a prepofterous attempt
all thofe comforts, by fetting | to gain the {ubftance, he lofeth
man above Life’s weaknefles: | even the thadow. This I take
So that in him, who thinketh | to be the true fenfe of this fine
to attain Happinefs by Know- | ftroke of fatyr on the wrong
ledge alone, independent of | purfuits after Happinefs.
Virtue, the fable is revetfed,

|
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ESSAY ON MAN.
Think, and if ftill the things thy envy call,

139

275

Say, would’ft thou be the Man to whom they fall ?
To figh for ribbands if thou art fo filly,

Mark how they grace Liord Umbra, or Sir Billy:
Is yellow dirt the paffion of thy life?

Look but one Gripus, ot on Gripus” wife:

280

If Parts allure thee, think how Bacon fhin’d,
The wifeft, brighteft, meaneft of mankind :
Or ravi(h’d with the whiftling of a Name,

See Cromwell, damn’d to everlafting fame!

NoTESs.

VERr.281,283. If Partsal-
fure thee,—Orravifh’d with the
whiftling of @ Name,] "Thefe
two inftarices are chofen with
great judgment ;3 the world,
perhaps, doth not afford two
other fuch. Bacon difcovered
and laid down thofe principles,
by the affiftance of which New-
ton was enabled to unfold the
whole law of Nature. He was
no lefs eminent for the crea-
tive power of his imagination,
the brightnefs of his thoughts,
and the force of his expref-
fion: Yet being convicted and
punifhed for bribery and cor-
ruption in the adminiftration
of Juftice, while he prefided in
the fupreme Court of Equity,
he endeavoured to repair his
ruined fortunes by the moft
profligate flattery to the Court:

Which, from his very firft en-
trancé into it, he had ac-
cuftomed himfelf to pradtife
with a proftitution that dif-
graceth the very profellion of
letters.

Cromwell feemeth to be
diftinguithed in the moft emi-
nent manner, with regard to
his abilities, from all other
great and wicked men, who
have overturned the Libertics
of their Country, The times,
in which others fucceeded in
this attempt, were fuch as faw
the fpirit of Liberty fupprefled
and ftifled by a general luxury
and venality: But Cromwell
fubdued his country, when this
fpirit was at its height, by 2
{uccefsful fruggleagainit court-
opprefiion ; - and while it was
condu&ed and fupported by a




. e ANy LR sl

140 ESSAY ON MAN. Ep IV

If all, united, thy ambition call, 285
From ancient ftory learn to fcorn them all.

There, in the rich, the honour’d, fam’d, and great,
See the falfe fcale of Happinefs complete!

In hearts of Kings, or arms of Queens who lay,
How happy! thofe to ruin, thefe betray. 200
Mark by what wretched fteps their glory grows,
From dirt and fea-weed as proud Venice rofe S

In each how guilt and greatnefs equal ran,

And all that rais’d the Hero, funk the Man :

Now Europe’s laurels on their brows behold, 293
But ftain’d with blood, or ill exchang’d for gold:
Then fee them broke with toils, or funk in eafe,

Or infamous for plunder’d provinces,

NoTEs.

fet of the greateft Geniufes for | <« Scotland, Ireland, Norway,
government the world ever ! ¢¢ and the Ifle of Man. Tris !
faw embarked together in one | <« (faid the perfon who fhew-
common caufe, ¢ ed me the place, pointing
VER. 283. Or raviffdwith | < to a plain ftone) was the
the whiftling of @ Name,] And | ¢ monument of the Great
even this fantaftic glory fome- | ¢« TeacuE, king of Ireland. |
times {uffers a terrible reverfe. | ¢ I hadsmever heard of him,
~— Sachavarely in his Vayage | ¢ and could not but reflet of
te I-columbkill, defcribing the | < how little valye is Great-
church there, tells us, that ¢ [ | < nefs that has barely left a
“¢ one corner is a peculiar in~ | “ ume feandalous to a nation,
““ clofure, in which were the | ¢ and 2 grave which the
** monuments of the kings of | ¢ meaneft of mankind would
““many different nations, as i ¢ never envy.”’
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Oh wealth ill<fated! which no a& of fame

E’er taught to fhine, or fan&ify’d from thame! 300
What greater blifs attends their clofe of life?

Some greedy minion, or imperious wife.

The trophy’d arches, ftory’d halls invade

And haunt their flumbers in the pompous {hade.

Alas! not dazzled with their noon-tide ray, 303

Compute the morn and ev’ning to the day ;

The whole amount of that enormous fame,

A Tale, that blends their glory with their {hame!
Know then this truth (enough for Man to know)

¢« Virtue alone 1s Happinefs below.” 310

The only point where human blifs ftands ftill,
And taftes the good without the fall to ill ;
Where only Merit conftant pay receives,

Is bleft in what it takes, and what it gives;

«
o

COMMENTARY.

VER. 309, Know then this truth &¢.] Having thus at length
fhewn that Happinefs confifts neither in azy external goods, nos
in al] kinds of internal (that is, fuch of them as are not of our
own acquirement) nor yet in the vifionary purfuits of the Phi-
lofophers, he concludes (from ¥ 308 to 311) that it is to be
found in VIRTUE ALONE.

VERr. g11. The only point where human blifs flands fiill, ©e.]
Hitherto the poet had proved, NEGATIVELY, that Happinefs
confifts in Virtue, by fhewing it confifted not in any . other
thing. He now (from ¥ 310 to 327) proves the fame PosI=
TIVELY, by an enumeration of its (Qualities, all naturally adapts
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142 ESSAY ON MAN. EelV.
The joy unequal’d, if its end it gain, ;- 4
And if it lofe, attended with no pain

Without fatiety, tho’ ¢’er fo blefs’d, |
And but more relifh’d as the more diftrefs’d :
The broadeft mirth unfeeling Folly wears,

Lefs pleafing far than Virtue’s very tears: 320
Good, from each objed, from each place acquir’d,
For ever exercis’d, yet never tir’d ;

Never elated, while one man’s opprefs’d ;

Never dejected, while another’s blefs’d ;

And where no wants, no wifhes can remain, $2%
Since but to with more Virtue, is to gain,

VARIATIONS,
After ¥ 316. in the MS,

Ev’n while it feems unequal to difpofe,

And checquers all the good Man’s joys with woes,

"Tis but to teach him to fupport each ftate,

With patience this, with moderation that ;

And raife his bafe on that one folid joy, i

Which cenfcience gives, and nething can deftroy. i
Thefe lines are extremely finithed. In which there is fuch a .
foothing fweetnefs in the melancholy harmony of the verfi- |
fication, as if the poet was then in that tender office in which

he was moft officious, and in which all his Soul came out, the |
gondoling with fome good man in affliction,

CoMmuMeEnTARY,

ed to give and to increafe human Happinefs; as its Conftancy,
¥ * i ~ o Gl O . ~ g
Lapacity, Vigour, Efficacy, Adivity, Moderation, and Self-
tufiiciency,

T
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See the fole blifs Heav’n could on all beftow!
W hich who but feels can tafte, but thinks can know:
Yet poor with fortune, and with learning blind,
'The bad muft mifs ; the good, untaught, will find ;
Slave to no fe&, who takes no private road, 331
But looks thro’ Nature, up to Nature’s God ;
Purfues that Chain which links th’immen{e defign,
Joins heav’n and earth, and mortal and divine;
Sees, that no Being any blifs can know,
But touches fome above, and fome below;
Learns, from this union of the rifing Whole,
The firft, laft purpofe of the human foul ;
And knows where Faith, Law, Morals, all began,

All end, in Love or Gop,and Love or MAN. 340

335

COMMENTARY.

VER. 327, See the fole blifs Heav'n could on all beflow ."}
Having thus proved that Happinefs is indeed placed in Virtue; he
proves next (from y 326 to 329) that it is right/y placed there ;
for that then, and then only, ALL may partake of it, and ALL
be capable of relithing it.

VER. 329. Yet poor with fortune, &¢c.] The poet then ab-
ferveth, with fome indignation (from ¥ 228 to 341) that as caly
and as evident as this truth was, yet Riches and falfe Philofophy
had fo blinded the difcernment even of improved minds, that
the “poflefiors of the firft, placed Happinefs in Externals, un-
fuitable to Man’s Nature; and the followers of the latter, in
refined Vifions, unfuitable to his Situation: while the fimple=
minded man, with NaTuRE only for his guide, found plainly
in what it fhould be placed. '

At
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For him alone, Hope leads from goal to goal,
And opens ftill, and opens on his foul ;
"Till lengthen’d on to Faith, and unconfin’d,
It pours the blifs that fills up all the mind,

COMMENTARY.

VER. 341. For bim alme, Hape loads Jrom goal to goal,] But
this is not all; the author fhews farther (from ¥ 340 to.353)
that when the fimple-minded man, on his firft fetting out 1in the
purfuit of T'ruth in order to Happinefs, hath had the wifdom

To look thre’ Nature up to Nature’s God,

(inftead of adhering to any fect or party, where there was fo
areat odds of his chufing wrong) that then the benefit of gain-

NoTEs.

VER. 341. For him alone, [ ¢ fupport and comfort of his
Hope leads from goal to goal, | < old age. Hope, the moft
&e.] PraTo, in his firft | < powerful of the Divinities,
book of a Republic, hath a | ¢ in governing the ever-
remarkable paflage to this pur- | ¢ changing and inconftant
pofe. ¢ He whofe confcience | ¢¢ temper of mortal men.”
¢¢ does not ICPI’O&Ch .}]iﬂ'l;1 has | Ta & pndey écw'Tg:' adioy Euveidimi
¢¢ chearful Hope, for his com- | #daa inms a6 widgee, 15 ayebi
¢¢ panion, and the fupport and | 77evreiPos, we x; irdagos Aéyer.
“¢ comfort of his old age, ac-
“¢ cording to Pindar. For this | "7 =~ R
< great poet, O Socrates, very | 2 3215 7 fior Susydyn, pvnci

& : e 2 Gh Hapfoimd aTEANETo Y ngoreaog
“¢ elegantly fays, That he who coraopel  EATIS, & pahite Svaroy
! leadsajuﬁ and i]()ljf life has a:-‘_-}.:;'r.gof,’?w 7?a;pmu x:_-":s,:-',;},‘_ In
¢ always amiable Hope for his | the fime manner Eu‘ripides
¢ companion, which fills his | 1peaks in his }Ie;r;niwﬁu'm;,
¢ heart with joy, and is the |

i, 5 'l
Xeeilue Yag T, # Zuwrpares,
nEia iy 5 e e
THT SEEVIC BT, 0TI 05 @y dixeiwe

GET"E 3 wrig ff:l'_-' 705, G5is EATiTy
Tligroifiey wiel. ; Eip, (4:;';,_3’:; xaxs, b 103,
7 r 1 T4 .= 1 4! .-'.\ .l o g - . -
“¢ He is the good man in whofe | ¢¢ 14 world is the portion of
4 £ I oo : - T I -
< breaft Hope [prings eternally : { ¢ the wicked,”
¢« But to be witheut hope in
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He fees, why Nature plants in Man alone 345
Hope of known blifs, and Faith in blifs unknown:
(Nature, whofe dictates to no other kind
Are giv’n in vain, but what they feek they find)
Wife is her prefent; fhe connects In this
His greateft Virtue with his greateft Blifs ; 350
At once his own bright profpect to be bleft,
And ftrongeft motive to affift the reft.

Self-love thus pufh’d to focial, to divine,

Gives thee to make thy neighbour’s blefling thine.

COMMENTARY.
ing the knowledge of God’s will written in the mind, is not con-
fined there 3 for flanding on this fure foundation, he is now no
longer in danger. of chuling wrong, amidft fuch diverfities of
Religions ; but by purfuing this grand Scheme of univerfal Be-
nevolence, in practice as well as theory, he arrives at length to
the knowledge of the revealed will of Geod, which is the con-

fummation of the fyftem, of benevolence :

For him alone, Hope leads from goal to goal,
And opens fiilly and opens on bis foul,
*Till lengthew’d on to Faith, and unconfin’dy
It pours the blifs that fills up all the mind.

VER. 353. Self-love thus pufb’d to_focial, &e.] The poet, 1n
the laft place, marks out (from ¥ 352 to 373) the Progrefs of
his good man’s Benevolence, pufhed through natural religion to
revealed, ’till it arrives to that height which the facred writers
defcribe as the very fummit of Chriftian perfection: And fhews
how the progrefs of human differs from the progrefs of divine
benevolence. That the divine defcends from whale to parts 3
but that the human muft rife from individual to univerfal. His
argument for this extended benevolence is, that as God has
made a Whole, whofe parts have a perfect relation to, and an
entire dependency on each other ; Man, by extending his bene-
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Is this too little for the boundlefs heart ? 3¢5
Extend it, let thy enemies have part :

CoOMMENTARY.

volence throughout that Whole, aéts in conformity to the will
of his Creator; and therefore this Enlargement of his af-
fection becomes a duty. But the poet hath not only thewn his
piety in this obfervation, but the utmoft art and addrefs likewile
in-the difpofition of it. The Effay on Man opens with expofing
the murmurings and impious conclufions of foolifh men againft
the prefent conflitution of things: As it proceeds, it occafionally
detecls all thofe falfe principles and opinions that led them to
conclude thus perverfely. Having now done all that was ne-
ceflary in Speculation, the author turns to Practice ; and ends
his Effay with the recommendation of an acknowledged virtue,
Charity ; which, if exercifed in the Extent that conformity to
the will of God requireth, would effeCtually prevent all com-
plaints againft the prefent order of things: fuch complaints be-
ing made with a total difregard to every thing but their swn
private [yftem, and fecking remedy in the diforder, and at the
expence, of all the reft, This obfervation,
Self-lsve but Jerves the virtuous mind t wake,

1s important: Rochefoucault, Efprit, and their wordy difciple
Mandeville, bad obferyed that Self-love was the Origin of all
thofe virtues Mankind moft admire; and therefore foolifhly
fuppofed it was the End likewife : And fo taught that the higheft
pretences to difintereftednefs were only the more artful difzuifes
of Self-love. But our author, who fays fomewhere or other,

Of human Nature, Wit its wordt may write,

We all revere it in our own defpite, MS.

faw, as well as they and every body elfe, that the Paflions began
in Self-love ; yet he underftood human Nature better than to
imagine they terminated there. He knew that Reafon and
Religion could convert Selfithnefs into its very oppofite ; and
theréfore teacheth that

Self-love but ferves the viriuons mind to wake 5

And thus hath vindicated the dignity of human Nature, and the
philofophic truth of the Chriftian do@rine.




Ep IV. ESSAY ON-MA N 147
Grafp the whole worlds of Reafon; Life, and Senfe,
In one clofe fyftem of Benevolence:
Happier as kinder, 1n whate’er degree,
And height of Blifs but height of Charity. - 360
God loves from Whole to Parts: But human {foul
Muft rife from Individual to the Whole.
Self_love but ferves the virtuous mind to wake,
As the {mall pebble ftirs the peaceful lake;
The centre mov’d, a circle ftrait fucceeds, 363
Another ftill, and fill another fpreads;
Friend, parent, neighbour, firft it will embrace;
His country next; and next all human race;
Wide and more wide, th’o’erflowings of the mind
Take ev’ry creature in, of ev’ry kind ; 370
Earth fiiles around, with boundlefs bounty bleit,
And Heav’'n beholds its image in his breait.
Come then; my Friend ! my Genius! come along;

Oh mafter of the poet, and the fong! 374

VARIATIONS.
VER. 373. Come then, my friend I Ec.] in the MS. thus,
And now tranfported o’er fo vaft a Flain,
While the wing’d courfer flies with all her rein,

NorTESs.
VER. 373, Come then, my {trophe, by which the Poet con-
Friend! &¢.] This noble Apo- \ ‘cludes EI}%E Effay in an addrefe
2
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And while the Mufe now ftoops, or now afcends,

To Man’s low paffions, or their glorious ends,

VARIATIONS.
While heav’n-ward now her mounting wing fhe feels,
Now fcatter’d fools fly trembling from her heels,
Wilt thou, my St. John ! keep her courfe in fight,
Confine her fury and afift her flight ?

NotTgs.

to his friend, will furnith a | deduceth the S© 8L LI E>.
Critic with }'fx_'._mpl.t's of eve- . The. Gt asd chictiics
Heene Ui.ﬂ thofe e Si"r".c'% Grandeur and Sublimity of Con-
of Elocutions from which, it l ks e
@s from it Sources, Eonginus | 4"

Come theny my Friend ! my Genius | come along,

O Mafter of the Poet, and the S ng |

And wwhile the Mufe now floops, and nsww afcends,

Do Man’s low paffions, or their gloriaus ends,

2. The Second, that Pathe- | fame Time, melts and in-

tic f':’;.'.-fr-i;g;?f{,f'm, which, at the | fames:

TLeach me, like thee, in various nature Wi e,

To fall with dignity, with temper vife, ;

Form’d by thy converfey happily to fleer

From grave to gays from lively o fevere

Correct with [pirit, eloguent with Lafe,

Intent to reafony or polite to Pleafe.

3- A certain elegant Formation and Ordonance of Figures:

O while along the fiream of Time thy name

Bxpanded Sfliesy and gathers all 1ts fame,

Sayy fhall my little bark attendant Jatl,

Purfue the triumph, and partake the gale !
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Ep. IV, ESSAY ON MAN. 1.
Teach me, like thee, in various nature wile,

To fall with dignity, with temper rife;

Form’d by thy converfe, happily to {teer

From grave to gay, from lively to fevere; 280

b
SO

Corre@ with {pirit, eloquent with eafe,

Intent to reafon, or polite to pleafe.

Oh! while along the ftream of Time thy name
Expanded flies, and gathers all its fame,

Say, fhall my little bark attendant fail, 385
Purfue the triumph, and partake the gale?

When ftatefmen, heroes, kings, in duft repofe,
Whofe fons fhall blufh their fathers were thy foes
Shall then this verfe to future age pretend

‘Thou wert my guide, philofopher, and friend? 390

NoTEsS.

4. A fplendid Diction:
IWhen flatefemeny heroes, kings, in duf? repofe,
Whefe fons fball blufi their fathers were thy feesy
Shall then this ver[e to future age pretend
Thou wert my guide, philofopher, and friend 2
That, urg’d by thee, 1 turn’d the tuncful art,
From [ounds to things, from fancy to the beart s
For Wit's falfe mirror beld u Nature's light ;

s. And fifthly, which in- | Weight and Dignity in the
cludes in itfelf all the reft, a | Compohition:

Shew’d erring Pride whatever is, is RIGHT 3

That REasoN, PAssioN, anfwer one great AIn;
That true SELF-LOVE and SOCIAL are thé SAME 3

That VIRTUE only makes our Briss below 3

And all our Knowledge is OURSELVES TO ENOW 3

113
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That urg’d by thee, T turn’d the tuneful art

From founds to things, from fancy to the heart ;
For Wit’s falfe mirror held up Nature’s light ;
Shew’d erring Pride, WHATEVER 15, IS RIGHT;
That Reason, PAssion, anfwer one great aim; 395

‘That true SELr-Love and Socrar are the fame;

CoMMENTARY.

VER. 394. Shew’d erving Pride, Whatever Is, is Right ;)
The poet’s addrefs to his friend, which concludeth this epiftle fo
nobly, and endeth with a recapitulation of the general argument,
affords me the following obfervation, with which I fhall con-
clude thefe remarks. There is one great beauty that fhines
through the whole £//zy : The Poet, whether he fpeaks of Man
as an Individual, a Mlember of Society, or the Subjeét of Hap-
pinefs, never miffeth an opportunity, while he is explaining his
flate under any of thefe capacities, to illuftrate it in the moft art=
ful manner by the inforcement of his grand Principle, That every
thing tendeth to the good of the HWholey from whence his fyftem
receives the reciprocal advantage of having that grand "Theorem
realized by fadls, and his faéls juftified on a principle of Right
or Nature,

Thus I have endeavoured to analyfe, and explain the exact
reafoning of thefe four epiftles. Enough I prefume to convince
every one, that it hath a precifion, force, and clofenefs of con-
nection, rarely to be met with, even in the moft formal treatifes
of Philofophy. Yet in doing this, it is but too evident I have
deftroyed that grace and energy which animates the original.
And now let the reader believe, if he be fo difpofed, what a
certain Critic upon this work infinuates to be his own epinion,
as well as that of his friends: ¢ Some perfons, fays he, have
¢¢ conjectured that Mr. Pope did not compofe this Effay at once,
¢ and in.a regular order; but that after he had wrote {everal
¢¢ fraoments of poetry, all finifhed in their kind, (one, for
¢ example, on the parallel between Reafon and Inftinét, an-
¢¢ otherupon Man’s groundlefs Pride, another on the Preroga-
¢ tives of human Nature, another on Religion and Superftition,
s« another on the Original of Society, and feveral fragments
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That VIRTUE only makes our Blifs below

And all our Knowledge is, OURSELVES TO KNOW.

VARIATIONS.
VER. 397. That Virtue only &¢.] in the M3, thus,
That juft to find a God is all we can,
And all the Study of Mankind is Man.

COMMENTARY.

¢ befides on Self-love and the Paffions) he tacked thefe toge-
¢< ther as he could, and divided them into four epiftles ; as, it 1s
¢ faid, was the fortune of Homer’s Rhapfodies.”” I fuppofe
this will be as foon believed of one as the other. But his French
Poetical Tranflator is not behind his Critic, in this judgment on
their Author’s work. *¢ The only reafon (fays this tranflator)
¢ for which this poem can be properly termed an E/?"rv, Is,

<¢ that the author has not formed his plan with all the regu auty
¢¢ of method which it might have admitted’’—and again —
[ 3+

I was, by the unanimous opinion of all thole whom [ have
<« confulted on this occafion, and amongft thefe, of feveral
¢ Englifbmen completely fkilled in both languages, obliged to
faa’faw a different. method. The French are not [atisfied with
¢ [fentiments, however beautiful, unlefs they be methodically dif-
“ pofed: Method being the Characleriftic that diftinguifbes our
¢ performances from thofe of our Neighbours,” &c. It is
enough juft to have quoted thefe wonderful Men of method,
and to leave them to the laughter of the Public.

14
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THE

Univerfal Prayer.

DEO OPT. MAX

—~ 4 ruer of Alll in evry Age,
} In ev’'ry Clime ador’d,
By Saint, by Savage, and by Sage,
Jehovah, Jove, of Lord !

Thou Great Firft Caule, leaft underftood:
Who all my Senfe confin’d

To know but this, that Thou art Good,
And that myfelf am blind ;

CoMMENTARY.

Univerfal Prayer.] Concerning this poem, it may be proper
to obferve, that fome paflages, in the preceding E/ay, having
been unjuftly fufpetted of 2 tendency towards Fate and Na-
turalifm, the author compofed this Prayer as the fum of all, to
fhew that his {yftem was founded in free-will, and terminated in
piety: That the firft caufe was as well the Lord and Governor
of the Univerfe as the Creator of it 5 and that, by fubmiflion to
his will (the great principle -nforced throughout the Effay) was
not meant the fuffering ourfelves to be catried along witha blind
determination 5 but @ religious acquicfcence, and confidence full

1
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Yet gave me, in this dark Eftate,
To fee the Good from I11;
And binding Nature faft in Fate,

Left free the Human Will,

What Confcience diftates to be done,
Or warns me not to do,

This; teach me more than Hel] to (hun,
"That, more than Heav'n purfue,

What Bleflings thy free Bounty gives,

Let me not caft away ;

For God is pay’d when Man receives, |
T enjoy is to obey.

Yet not to Earth’s contgadted Span
Thy Goodnefs let me bound,

Or think Thee Lord alone of Man,
When thoufand Worlds are round:

Let not this weak, unknowing hand
Prefume thy bolts to throw,

And deal damnation round the land,

On each I judge thy Foe,

CoMMENTAR Y,
of Hope and Immortality. To oive all this the greater weight
and rcﬁlit}-’, the poet chofe for his model the Lorp’s PravEer,
which, of all others, beft deferves the title prefixed to this Para-
phrafe.




UNIVERSAL PRAYER: 157

If I am right, thy grace impart,
Still in the right to ftay ;

If I am wrong, oh teach my heart
To find that better way.

Save me alike from foolith Pride,
Or impious Difcontent,

At ought thy Wifdom has deny’d.
Or ought thy Goodnefs lent.

Teach me to feel another’s Woe,
To hide the Fault I fee;

That Mercy I to others thow,

That ?&-’IerCy {thow to me.

Mean tho’ I am, not wholly fo
Since quick’ned by thy Breath;

Oh lead me wherefoe’er I go,
Thro’ this day’s Life or Death.

NoTEs.

If I am right, thy grace impart,—

If I am wrong, O teach my beart]
As the imparting grace on the | ftore men to the »ight than to
chriftian fyftem is a fironger | keep them in it. But as it
exertion of the divine power, | was the poet’s purpofe to in-
than the natural illumination | finuate that Revelation was the
of the heart, one would ex- ‘ right, nothing could better ex-
pect that the requeft fhould | prefs his purﬁdf& than the mak-
have been exprefled reverfely ; ] ing the right fecured by the
more aid being required to re- ] guards of grace.




.
3

UNIVERSAL PRAYER.
This day, be Bread and Peace my Lot :
Nature’s Incenfe rife !

Whofe Altar, Earth, Sea, Skies !

And let Thy Will be done.
One Chorus let all Being raife !

All elfe beneath the Sun,
Thou know’ft if beft beftow’d or not

To thee, whofe Temple is all Space,
All

158
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FOUR EPISTLES

T O

Several Perlons.

Eft brevitate opus, ut currat {ententia, neu fe
Impediat verbis laflis onerantibus aures :

Et fermone opus eft modo trifti, {zpe jocofo,
Defendente vicem modo Rhetoris atque Poetz,
Interdum urbani, parcentis viribus, atque
Extenuantis eas confulto. Hor.
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MORAL ESSAYS.

E-Pid=S bl

32,

Sir Richard Temple, Lord Cobham.

¢ S @ BEE U SR D (S A
Of the Knowledge and Charaters of M E N.

THAT it is not [ufficient for this knowledge to confider
Man in the Abftratt : Books will not [.s'; ve the pur-
pofe, ner yet our own Experience fingly, ¥ 1. GE!ZE.‘"(I:Z
maxims, unlefs they be formed upon both, will be but
rmfmfsr# v 10. Some Pﬁ’w”’:c?h) in every man, cha-

alteriftic to bimfelf, yer varying from szmﬁzj", ¥ 15,
D:ﬁmu,ef arifing from our own Paffions, Fanciesy Fa-
culties, &c. ¥ 31. The fbortnefs of Life, to obferve in,
and the uncertainty aj the Pr rnuplu of action in men,
‘o obferve by, ¥ 37, &c () ur own Principle of aftion

often hid fanf ourfelves, ¥ 41. Sm;fc’j:, w Charallers
plain, but in general mlyra:s;.we’e’r! diffembled, or incon-
/ﬁemf ¥ 51. The fame mai s utterly different in differ-
ent purcdc and _;njw-, e e O FrJ’(””)’-’(’J‘?{,’ weak-

neffes in the u.rwfffr ¥ 70y &c.  Nothing confiant and
cevtain but God and T\'JELH(., ¥ 95. No judging of
1

A
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the Motives from the aitions; the fame aions pro-
ceeding from contrary Motives, and the [fame Motives
influencing contrary ations, ¥ 10o. IL Yet to form
Characters, we can only take the {trongeft actions of @
man's life, and try to make them agree : The utter
uncertainty of this, from Nature itfelf, and from Po-
licy, ¥ 120. Charalers given according to the rank
of men of the world, ¥ 135. And fome reafon for it,
¥ 140. Education alrers the Nature, or at leaft
Charaéter of many, ¥ 149. Actons, Paflions, Opi-
nions, Manners, Humours, or Principles 2/l fubject
‘o change. Nojudging by Nature, from y 158 to 178.

ALL It only remains to find (if we can) his RuLing
P AsstoN = That will certainly influence all the reft,

and can reconcile the [eeming or real inconfiftcncy of all
bis aifions, ¥ 175. Inflanced in the extraordinary cha-
xaiter of Clodio, ¥ 179. A caution againft miftak-
zng {econd qualities for firft, which will deftroy all pof-
Sibility of the knowledge of mankind, ¥ 210. Examples
of the firength of the Ruling Paffion, and its continua-
vien to the laft breath, ¥ 222, &c.
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[ 163 ]
FPISTLE.-L

E S, you defpife the man to Books confin’d,
Who from his ftudy rails at human kind ;
Tho’ what he learns he {peaks, and may advance

Some gen’ral maxims, or be right by chance.
CoOMMENTARY.

Epiftle of the Knowledge and Charaéters of Men.] Whoever
compares this with the former Editions of this poem, will obferve
that the order and difpofition of the feveral parts are entirely
changed and tranfpofed, tho’ with hardly the Alteration of a
fingle Word. When the Editor, at the Author’s defire, firlt
examined this Epiftle, he wag furprized to find it contain a num-
ber of fine obfervations, without order, connexion, or depen-
Jdence* but much more {fo, when, on an attentive review, he

faw, that, if put into a different form, on an idea he then
conceived, it would have all the clearnefs of method, and force
of conne&ied reafoning. Indeed the obfervations then appeared

=4
(=

to him fo jumbled and confounded in one another, as if the fe-
veral parts of a regular poem had been rolled up in tickets,

=

drawn at random, and then fet down as they arole. I'he au-
thor appeared as much ftruck with the obfervation as the editor,

and agreed to putit;n the prefent form, which has given the

1

poem all the juftnefs of a truc compofition. The introduction
of the epiftle on Riches was in the fame condition, and under-

went the fame reform.

NoTE'Ss,

Moral E fJays. ] The Essay
on MAN was intended to have
been comprifed in Four Books:

The Firft of which, the Au-
thor has given us under that
title, in four Epiftles.

The Second was to have
conlifted of the fame number:
1. Of the extent and limits of
human Redfon. 2. Of thole
Arts and Sciencesy and of the

parts of them, which are ufe-
ful, and therefore attainable,to-
oether with thofe which are un-
ufeful, and therefore unattain-
able. 3. Of the Nature, Ends,
Ufe, and Application of the
different Capacities of Men.
4. Of the Ufe of Learning, of
the Science of the World, and
of Wit ; concluding with a
Satyr againft the Mifapplication




MORAL ESSAYS.

The coxcomb bird, fo -talkative and grave, 5
Thatfrom his cage cries Cuckold, W hore, andKnave,

Tho” many a paflenger he rightly call,
You hold him ‘no Philofopher at all.

ComMmMmENTARY.

Eristrel ] This Epiftle is divided into three principal parts
or members : The firft (from ¥ 1 to gg) treats of the difficul-
ties in coming at the Knowledge and. true Charagiers of Men.
—The fecond (from . ¥ g8 to 173).of the wrong means which

NorTgs.
of them, illuftrated by PiGtures,
Characters, and f.xamples.

The Third Book regarded
Civil Regimen, or the Science
of Politics, in which the feve-
ral forms of a Republic were
to have been examined and
explained ; together with the
feveral Modes of Religious
Wotthip, as far forth as they But as this was the Author's
affe€t Society ; between which | favourite Work, which more
the Author always fuppofed exactly reflected the Image of
there was the moft interefting | his ftrong capacious Mind, and
relation and clofeft connec- | as we can have but a very im-
tion ; fo that this part would perfect idea of it from the i/~
have treated of Civil and Re- Je@la membra Poetw that now
ligious Society in their full ex- remain, it may not be amifs to
tont be a little more particular con-

The' Fourth and laft Book | cerning each of thefe project-

for the only work of his riper
Years: but was, partly thro’
ill 'health, partly through dif-
couragements from the depra-
vity of the times, and partly on
prudential and other confidera-
tions, interrupted, poftponed,
and, laftly, in a manner laid
afide.

concerned private Ethics or | ed books.

practical Morality, confidered The FirsT, as'it treats of

1n all the Circumftances, Or- | Man'in the abftract, and con-

ders, Profeffions, and Stations | fiders him in general under
of human Life. every of his relations, becomes

The Scheme of all this had | the foundation, and furnifhes
been maturely digefted, and | out the fubjedts, of the three

communitated to the L. Bolin- following ; fo that

broke, Dr. Swift, and one or The sEconp Book takes
two more, and was intended ' up again the Fir# and Second
s ] “dil L 1IN I lil.:‘.an i ‘J “Ill b S rilae
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And yet the fate of all extremes 1s {uch,
Men may be read, as well as Books, too much. 10
T'o obfervations which ourfelves we make,
oo > SR e
We grow more partial for th’Obferver’s fake ;

CoOMMENTARY.

both Philafophers and Men of 1he IV%rid have employed in fur-
mounting thofe difficulties, And the third (from ¥ 174 to the
end) treats of the right means, With direétions for the applica-
tion of them.

VER. 1. Yes, you defpife the man &c.} The Epiftle is intro-
duced (from ¥ 1 to 15) in obferving, th:lt the Knowledge of
Menis neither to be gained by Books nor Experience alone, but
by thejoint ufe of both ; for that the Maxims of the Philofopher
and the Conclufions of the Man of the Iorld can, feparately,
but fupply a vague and fuperficial knowledge : And often not fo
much ; as thofe Adaxims are founded in the abftralt notions of
the writer ; and thefe conclufions are drawn from the uncertain

NoTEs.
Epiftles of the Firft Book, and

treats of man in his intelleétual

Eric Porm; as the Adtion
would malke it more animated,

Capacity at large, as has been
explained above. Of this, on-
ly a fmall part of the conclu-
{fion (which, as we faid, was
to have contained a Satire a-
gainft the mifapplication of
Wit and Learning) may be
found in the Fourth book of
the Dunciad, and up and down,
occafionally, in the other #bree,

The THirD Book, in like
manner, reaflumes the fubject
of the Third Epiftle of the
Firf?, which treats of Man in
his Social, Political, and Reli-
gious Capacity. But this part
the Poet afterwards conceived
might be beft executed in an

and the Fable lefs invidious $
in which all the great Princi-
ples of true and falfe Govern-
ments and Religions thould be
chiefly delivered in feigned
Examples.

The FourTa and laff Book
purfues the fubje&t of the
Fourth Epiftle of the Firff,
and treats of Ethics, or prac-
tical Morality ; and would
have confifted of many mem-
bers ; of which the four fol-
lowing Epiftles were detached
Portions.: the two fir/?, on the
Charaéters of Men and Wo-
men, being the intreduslory part
of this concluding Book.

L3
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To written Wifdom, as another’s, lefs -
Maxims are drawn from Notions, thofe from Guefs.

CoMmMENTARY.
conjeitures of the obferver : But when the writer joins his /pecu-
lation to the experience of the obferver, his ustions are reétificd
into principls : and when the obferver regulates his experience
onthe general principles of the writer, his conjellures advance
into feience. Such is the reafoning of this introduction ; which,
befides its propriety to the general fubje& of the Epiftle, has a
peculiar relation to each of its parts or members : For the cattfes
of the difficulty in coming at the knowledge and characters of
men, explained in the firft, will thew the importance of what
is here delivered, of the joinzt affiftance of {peculation and prac-
tice to furmount it ; and the wrong means, which both philsfo-
phers and men of the world have employed in overcoming thofe
difficulties difcourfed of in the fecond, have their fource here
deduced, which isfeen to bea Jeparate adherence of each to his

own method of ftudying men, and a mutual contempt of the
others. Laftly, the right means delivered in the third, will be
of little ufe in the application, without the dire@ion here deli-

vered :  For tho’ sh/ervation difcovered a rultng paffion, yet,
without 2 prilofophic knowledge of the human mind, we may
eafily miftake a Jecondary and fubfidiary paffion for the principal,
and {o be never the nearer in the Knowledge of Men. DBut
the elegant and ealy Form of the imtreduttion equals the Pro-
priety of its malter 5 for the epiftle being addrefled to a noble
perion, diftinguifhed for his cnowledge of the World, it opens,
as it were, in the midft of a familiar converfe, which lets us at
ence into his charaGer; where the poet, by affecting ouly to
ridicule the ufelefs Knowledge of Men confined to Books, and
under the appearance of cxtolling only that acquired by the
World, artfully infipuates how equally defective this may be,
when conducted on the fame narrow principle : Which is too
often the cafe, as 7 of the world are more than ordinarily pre-
judiced in {a\'our of their own obfervations for the fake of the
NoTEs,.

VER. 5. The coxcomd bird, | that he could only repeat fome
&e.] A fine turn’d allufion to | fentences of P}'fhafm'ae, like
what Philoftratus faid of Euxe- thofe coxcomb bird:, who were
nus, the Tutor of Apellonius, | taught their ¢ @zl and their

o
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1{’37

There’s fome Peculiar in each leaf and grain, I§

Some unmark’d fibre, or fome varying vein:

Shall only Man be taken in the grofs P
Grant but as many forts of Mind as Mofs.

That each from other differs, firft confefs ;

Next, that he varies from himfelf no lefs : 20

CoOMMENTARY.

oblerver, and, for the fame reafon, lefs indulgent to the difco-

veries of others.

Ver. 15. There’s fome Peculiar &5¢.] The poet enters on the
Firft divifion of his fubject, zhe difficulties of coming at the Know-

ledge and 1rue Characters of Men.

The firft caufe of this dit-

ficulty which he profecutes (from y 14 t0 1g) is the great éi-

verfity of Characters, of which, to abate our wonder,

o

and not

difcourage our inquisys he only defires we would grant bim

— but as many foris of Mind as Mofs.

Hereby artfully infinuating, that if Nature has varicd the moft

worthlefs vegetable mnto above

three hundred fpecies, we need

not wonder at the like diverfity in the human mind: Andif a

variety in that vegetabie has been thought of importance enou
to employ the leifure of a ferious enquirer, much more will the

fame quality in this mafter-piece of Nature deferve our ftudy

and attention.

VER. 10. That each from other differs, 7.1 A fecond caufe

F;

of this difficulty (from y 18 to 21) s Man’s inconftancy, whetes
by not only one man difters from another, but each man from

himfelf.

NorTES.

Zeds ihewe, but knew not what

they fignified.

VER. 10. And yet — Men
way be read, as well as Books |

to6 much, &¢.] The poet has
here covertly defcrib’d a famous
{yftem of a man of the world,

¢he celebrated Maxims of M,

de la Rochefeurault, which are
one continued fatire on human
Nature, and hold much of the
ill Janguage of the Parrot: “Fhe
reafon of the genfure, our aus
thor’s fyftem of Lunan nature
will explain.

]_,_1_
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Add Nature’s, Cuftom’s, Reafon’s, Paffion’s ftrife,
And all Opinion’s colours caft opn life.

Our depths who fathoms, or our fhallows finds,
Quick whirls, and thifting eddies, of our minds?
On human aétions reafon tho’ you can, 2§
It may be Reafon, but it is not Man:

CoMMENTARY,

VER. 21. 4dd Natyre's, e ] A third caufe (from y 20 to 23)
is that ob/zurizy thrown over the Characters of men, through
the ftrife and conteft between nature and cu fom, between reafon
and appetite, between' truth and opinion.  And as moft men,
either thro’ education, temperature, or profeffion, have their Cha=
racters warp’d by cuffom, appetite, and opinion, the obfcurity
arifing from thence is almoft umiverfal.

VER, 23. Our depths 1who Sathoms, &¢c.] A fourth caufe
(from y 20 to 25) is decp diffimulation, and refHefs caprice,
whereby the fhallows of the mind are as difficult to be found,
as the depths of it to be Jathom'd.

VER. 25. On human afisms Ge.] A fifth caufe (from 3 24
to 31) is the fudden change of his Principle of action, either on
the point of its being laid cpen and deteCted, or thro’ mere 1n-
conftancy,

NorTes.

VER.22. Aud all Opinier’s | both the etficrent and the _,'?wr?
colours: caft on life.] The poet | caufe: The Firft in the third
refers here only to the ¢ffecs - Ep. ¥231.

In the Eflay on Man he gives
Eer Wit obligue had broke that fleddy light,

Yor clligue Wit is Opinion, The other, in the fecond Ep. ¥ 283.
Mean-while Opinion gilds with varying rays
Thefe painted clouds that beautify our days, €.

but it 75 not Mgn *] i.s. The | that hypothefis be all the while
Philofopher mav invent a a-. | very wide of truth and the -
) - YEE

tzonal bypothefis that Thall ac- ! ture of things.

VER. 26. It may be Reafon, l would inveftigate ; and vet

-

count for the appearances he |
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His Principle of action once explore,
That inftant ’tis his Principle no more.

Like following life thro’ creatures you diffect,
You lofe it in the moment you detect. 30
Yet more; the diff’rence is as great between

The optics fecing, as the objects feen.

All Manners take a tinGture from our own ;

Or come difcolour’d thro’ our Paffions thown.

Or Fancy’s beam enlarges, multiplies, 35

Contracts, inverts, and gives ten thoufand dyes.
Nor will Life’s fiream for Obfervation ftay,

It hurriesall too faft to mark their way :

COMMENTARY.

VER. 31. Yot more 5 the difference &c.] Hitherto the poet
hath fpoken of the caufes of difficulty arifing from the obfcurity
of the Objec? ; he now comes to thofe which proceed from de-
fets in the Obferver. 'The Firft of which, and a fixth caufe
of difficulty, he fhews (from 30 to 37) is the perverfe manners,
affetions, and imagination of the obferver, whereby the Cha-
rafters of others are rarely feen either in their true light, com-
plexion, or proportion.

VER. 37. Nor will Life’s flream for Obfervation &'c.] The

NorTEs. :
VER. 29, Lifte following life | feat of animal life being in the

thro’ creatures you diffect, —
You bife it in the moment you de-
tec?.] This Simile is extremely
beautiful. To fhew the dif-
ficulty of difcovering the ope-
rations of the heart in a 2wral
Jenfe, he illuftrates it by an-
other attempt flill more difh-
cult, the difcovery of its opera-
tions in a matural: For the

heart, our endeavours of tra-
cing it thither muft neceflarily
drive it from thence.

VER. 33. Al Manners take
a tinCure from our own;—
Or come difcolour’d thro® our
Paffions fhown.] Thefe two
lines are remarkable for the
exaéinefs and propriety of ex=
preflion. The word tinéfure,




170 MORAL ESSAYS.  ErlL

In vain fedate reflections we wou’d make, |

When half our knowledge we muft fnatch, not take. |
Oft, in the Paflions’ wild rotation toft, 41

Our {pring of action to ourfelves is loft :
Tir’d, not determin’d, to the laft we yield,

And what comes then is mafter of the field.

COMMENTARY.

Second of thefe, and feventh caufe of difficulty (from ¥ 36
to 41) is the fhortnefs of human life, which will not fuffer the
obferver to feleét and weigh out his knowledge, but juft to
fnatch'it as it rolls rapidly by him down the current of Time.

VER. 41. Oft, in the Paffions’ &9c.] We come now to the
eighth and laft caufe, which very properly concludes the ac-
count, as, in a fort, it fums up all the difficulties in one (from
¥ 40 to 51) namely, that very often the man [13'.*:51‘2‘!'7 15 ighorant
of bts own motive of aftion; the cauferof which ignorance our
author has admirably explain’d: When the mind (fays he) is
now quite tired out by the long conflit of oppofite motives, it
withdraws its attention, and {uffers the will to be feized upon
by the firft that afterwards obtrudes itfelf, without taking notice
what that motive is. This is finely illuftrated by what he fup-
pofes the general caufe of dreams; where the fancy, juft let
loofe, poflefles itfelf of the Jz/# image which it meets with on
the confines between fleep and waking, and on that ereCs all its
vilionary operation ; yet this image is, with great difficulty, re-
collected ; and never, but when fome accident happens to inter-
rupt our firlt flumbers: Then (which proves the truth of the
hypothefis) we are fometimes able to trace the workings of the
Fancy backwards, from image to image, n a chain, till we come
to that from whence they al] arofz,

I\T O THE 8,

» - . ,
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which implies a weak colour ] colour, which implies a quicker
l change and by a deeper dye,
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As the laft image of that troubled heap, 4%

When Senfe fubfides, and Fancy fports in fleep,

(Tho’ paft the recollection of the thought)

Becomes the ftuff of which our dream is wrought:

Something as dim to our internal view,

Is thus, perhaps, the caufe of moit we do. 50
True, fome are open, and to all men known ;

Others fo very clofe, they’re hid from none ;

(So Darknefs ftrikes the fenfe no lefs than Light)

Thus gracious CHANDOS I belov’d at fight ;

And ev’ry child hates Shylock, tho’ hisfoul 35

Still fits at {fquat, and peeps not from its hole.

C‘owmyw'raa?.

VER. 51. 77 m, ,‘m ¢ are .s-pm, ¢7c.] But now in anfwer to
all this, an ohjeior, as the author fhews (from y 50 to 61) may
fay, ¢¢ That the [L difficulties feem to be aggravated : For many
¢ Characters are fo plainly marked, that no man can mi iftake
¢ them : ;\nd not {o 0"1, in the more open and frank, but in
¢¢-the yery aL [e/2 - 1u moft reclufe likew! (e.”” Of each of which
the objeftor gives an inftance, whereby it appears, that the for-
bidding clofe: hefs and concealed hy pucnr, in the one, are as Ld'l‘i
fpicuous to all mankind, as the gracious opennefs and frank

NoTES.

VER. 5. — peeps not from finding but fmall {atisfaction 1n
its }m’»] Which fhews that | what a famous poet reckons
this grave perfon was content | one of the great advantages of
with his prefent fituation ; as old age,

The ;’Bm’ s dark cottage, baiter’d and a’efry ’d,
Lef.; in new g rht f;rm chinks that time has made, SCRIBLs
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At half mankind when gen’rous Manly raves,

All know ’tis Virtue, for he thinks them knaves -

When univerfal homage Umbra pays,

All fee ’tis Vice, and itch of vulgar praife. 6o

When Flatt’ry glares, all hate it in a € tueen,

While one there is who charms us with his*Spleen.
But thefe plain Characters we rarely find ;

Tho’ ftrong the bent, yet quick the turns of mind

Or puzzling Contraries confound the whole; 63

Or AfteCtations quite reverfc the foul.

CoMMENTARY,

plain-dealing of the other.—The Reader fees this objection 1s
more particularly level’d at the doftrine of ¥ 23.

Our depths who fathoms, and our fhallows Sinds 2

for it here endeavours to prove, that both are equally explorable.

VER. 63. But thefe plain Characters &c.] To this objeétion,
therefore, our author replies (from ¥ 60 to 67) that indeed the
fa&t may be true in the inftances given, but that fuch plair
charaéiers are extremely rare: And for the truth of this, he not
only appeals to experience, but expldins the caufes of it: 1. The
Firft of which is, the vivacity of the Imagination; for that
when the bias of the Paflions is enough determined to mark out
the Charalter, yet then, as the vigour of the Fancy generally
rifes in proportion to the ftrength of the Appetites, the one no
fooner direéts the bias, than the other reverfes it,

Tho’ ftrong the bent, yet quick the turns of mind,
2. A Second caufe is the contrariety of Appetites, which drawing
feveral ways, as Avarice and Luxury, Ambition and Indolence,
&e. they muft needs make the fame Charadler inconfiftent ta
itlelf, and confequently inexplicable to the obferver,

Or puzzling Contraries confound the whole,

VER. 66. Or Affectations &¢.] 3. A Third caufe is Affedlation,,

2
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The Dull, flat Falthood ferves, for policy;

And in the Cunning, Truth itfelf’s a lye:

Unthought-of Frailties cheat us in the Wife ;

The Fool lies hid in inconfiftencies. 7Q
See the fame man, in vigour, in the gout ;

Alone, in company ; in place, or out;

Early at Bus'nefs, and at Hazard late;

Mad at a Fox-chace, wife at a Debate;

Drunk at a Borough, civil at a Ball; 75

Friendly at Hackney, faithlefs at Whitehall,
Catius is ever moral, ever grave,

Thinks who endures a knave, is next a knave,

Save juft at dinner—then prefers, no doubt,

A Rogue with Ven’fon toa Saint without. 80

COMMENTARY.

that afpires to qualities, which neither natare nor education has
given us, and which, confequently, neither art nor u/fe will ever
render graceful or becoming. On this account it 1s, he well ob-
ferves, that Affectation reverfes the foul; other natural pajfions
may indeed turn it from that bias which the ruling ane has given
it; but the affeited paffions diftort allits faculties, and cramp all
its operations; fo that it a¢ts with the fame conftraint that a
tumbler walks upon his hands.

VEr. 6g. Unthought-of frailties &c.] 4. A Fourth caule lies
in the Inequalities in the buman mind, which expofe the wife to
unexpeéted frailties, and conduct the weat to as unlooked for
wifdom.

VER. 71. See the fame man, &'c. ] Of all thefe Four caufes he
here gives examples: 1. Of the wivacity of the Imagination
(from Y} 71t0 77) — 2. Of the contrariety of Appetites (from
¥ 76 to 81) — 3. Of Affeitation (from g 8o to 87) — and 4.
Of the lnequalities of ihe hyman mind (frem j 86 to g 5)

S ———
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Who would not praife Patritio’s high defert,

His hand unftain’d, his uncorrupted heart,

His comprehenfive head ! all Int’refs weigh’d,

All Europe fav’d, yet Britain not betray’d.

He thanks you not, his pride is in Pjcc uette, 8¢
y > 5

New-market-fame, and judgment at a Bett.

What made (fayMontagne, or more fage Charron!)
- L L

A

1 - ~y 13 1 o -
Otho a warrior, Cromwell a buffson P

A perjur’d Prince a leaden Saint revere,

A godlefs Regent tremble at a Star?

Q@

VARIATIONG.

After ¥ 86. in the former Editions,

Triumphant leaders, at an army’s head,

Hemm’d round with glories, pilfer cloth or bread ;
As meanly plunder as they bravely fought,
Now fave a People, and now fave a groat.

NoTEs.

VEeRr. 81. Patritio] Lord
G—n

VER. 87. — fay Montagne,
or more fage Charron 'l Charron
was an admirer of Montagne;
had contracted a f#ri& friend-
thip with him ; and has tranf-
ferred an infinite number of
his thoughts into his famous
book D¢ la Sagefle; but his
moderating - every-where the
extravagant Pyrrhonifm of his
friend, is the reafon why  the
poet calls him more fuge Char-
ren,

VER. 89. Aperjur’d Prince]
Louis XI. of France, wore in
his Hat a leaden image of the
Virgin Mary, which when he
fwore by, he feared to break
his oath. P.

VER. go. 4 godlefs Regent
trémble at a Star &) Philip
Duke of Orleans, Regent of
France in the minority of
Louis X V. fuperftitious in ju-
dicial aftrology, tho’ an unbe-

liever in all religion.  The
fame has been obferved of
many other Politicigns, The
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The throne a Bigot keep, a Genius quit,

Faithlefs thro’ Piety, and

Europe 2 Woman, Child,

dup’d thro> Wit?

or Dotard rule,

And juft her wifeft monarch made-a fool?

NorTEs.

Italians, in general, are not |
more noted for their refined
Politics than for their attach-
ment to the dotages of Affro-
lsgy. It may be worth while
to enquire into the caufe of fo
fingular a phenomenon, as it
may probably do honour to
Rdmon. Thefe men ob-
le‘\'lH'T (and none have equal
opportunities of fo doing) how
perpetually public events fall
out befides their expectation,
and contrary to the beft-laid
fchemes of worldly policy,
cannot but confefs that hu-
man affairs are ordered by
fome power extrinfical. To

Providence would be next to
ntroducing a morality deftruc-
tive of that public fyftem
which they think neceflary
for the government of the
world. They have recourfe
therefore to that abfurd fcheme
of Power which rules by no
otherlaw than Fate or Deftiny.
The confideration of this per-
haps was the reafon that the
poet, to keep up decorum, and
to preferve the diftinction be-
tween a Patriot and a Poli-
tician, makes the former rely
on Providence for the public
fafety, in the concluding words

of the Epiftle,

acknowledge a God and his

Such in Ibcﬁ moments as in all the paf,

O fave my Country, Heav’

VER. Q1. The throne a Bi-
" got keepy a Genius guit,] Philip
V of Spain, who, after re-
nouncing the throne for Reli-
gion, rciumu ] it to gratify his
Queen 3 and Victor Ama-
deus IL. King of Sardinia, who

n! fhall be your lajt,

prifoned till his death. P.
VER. g3. Europe a ¥ omany
Child, and Dotard rule,— And
juft her ableft monarch made a
foel?] TheCzarina, the King
of France, the Pope, and the.
abovementioned King of Sar-

rquszd the crewn, and tf]-

ing to reaflume it, was im-

dinia.
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Er. T,

Know, Gop and NATURE only are the fame :
In Man, the judgment fhoots at flying game, g6

A bird of paffage! goue as foon as found,

Now in-the Moon perhaps, now under ground.

In vain the Sage, with retrofpective eye,
Would from th’apparent What conclude the Why,

ComMENTARY.

VER. 95. Knmow, God and Nature & ¢.] Having thus proved
what he had propofed, the premiffs naturally lead him into a
moral reflexion, with which he concludes his fir/? part, namely,
that conftancy is to be expected in no human Charaéter what-
foever, but to be found only in God and his Laws - That as to
Man, he is not only perpetually fhifting and varying, even while
within the verge of his own nature; but is frequently flying out

into each extreme both zbove and below it :

Now aﬂ"ociuting in

good earneft with Brutes; and now again affeCting the ima-
ginary converfation of Angels [See Eflay on Man, Ep, ii. y 8.]
A bird of paffage! gone as Joon as found,
Now in the Moon perbaps, now under ground.

1L

VER. 99. Inn vain the Sage, ©c.] The author having fhewn
the difficulties in coming to the Knowledge and true Charadters
of men, enters now upon the Jecond divifion of his Poem, which
s of the wrong means that both Philofophers and Men of the world

NoTEs.

VER. 95. Kmw, God and
Nature &5c.] By Nature is not
here meant any imaginary fub-
ftitute of God, called a Plajtic
natyre; but his meral lays »
And this obfervation was in-
ferted with great propriety and
difcretion, in the conclufion of
a long detatl of the various
characters of

men: For, from |

this circumftance, Montagne
and others have been bold
enough to infinuate, that mora-
lity is founded more in cuffom
and fathion than in the nature
of things. The {fpeaking there-
fore of 2 moral law of God as
having all the conftancy and
durability ofhis Effence, had an
high expediency in this place.
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Infer the Motive from the Deed, and fhew,
That what we chanc’d was what we meant to do.
Behold! If Fortune or a Miftrefs frowns,

Some plunge in bus’nefs, others thave theircrowns:

To eafe the Soul of one opprcﬁive weight, 105

This quits an Empire, that embroilsa State:
The fame aduft complexion has impell’d
Charles to the Convent, Philip to the Field.

COMMENTARY.
bave employed in [urmounting thofe difficulties. He had, in the
Introduction, fpoken of the abfurd conduét of both, in defpifing
the affiftance of each other: He now juftifies his cenfure by an
examination of their peculiar doétrines; and, to take them in
their own way, confiders them, as they would be confidered,
Jeparately. And firfe, of the Philofspher, whofe principal mif-
take is in {uppofing that Aétions beft decipher the Motive of the
attor. This he confutes (from ¥ g8 to 109) by thewing that
different Actions proceed often from the [fame motive ; whether of
accident, as difappointed views; or of femperature, as an aduft
complexion ; which he thus illuftrates,
Behold! If Fortune or q Mifirefs ﬁ'&wm, &5¢.

In judging therefore of Moatives by Aétions, the Philofopher muft
needs be frequently mifled 5 becaufe the paffion or appetite,
which, when impelling to #&ion, we call the Afotive, may be
equally gratified in the purfuit of quite different meafures.

NoTEs.

VER. 107. The [ame aduft
r'.ml,hfyx';'mz bas z'mj_m-',-’f’{f ———
Charles to the Conventy, Philip
to the Field,] The atrabilaire
complexion of Philip II. is well
known, but not fo well that
he derived - it from' his father

Charles V. whofe health, the
hiftorians of his life tell us, was
frequently dilorder’d by bilious
fevers. But what the author
meant principally to obferve
here was, that this humour
made both thefe princes act

M
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Not always A&ions fhew the man: we find
Who does a kindnefs, is not therefore kind 5 110
Perhaps Profperity becalm’d his breaft,

Perhaps the Wind juft thifted from the eaft:

Not therefore humble he who fecks retreat,

Pride guides his fteps, and bids him thun the great *
Who combats bravely is not therefore brave, 11 5
He dreads a death-bed like the meaneft flave :

CoOMMENTARY.

VER. 109. Not always Ations foew the man > & ¢.] The Phi-
Jofopher’s fecond miftake is, that A7ions decipher the Charafter of
the actor. This too, the author confutes (from ¥ 108 to 135) and,
as in correcting the foregoing miftake, he proved, that different
Abtions often proceed fromthe fame Mative ; {o here he proves, that
the fame Attion often proceeds [rom different Motives ; thus a kind
Aélion, he obferves, as commonly arifes from the accidents of
profperity or fine weather, as from a natural difpofition to huma-
nity ; a modeft Ation, as well from pride, as humility ; a brave
Aciion, as eafily from habit or fafhion, as magnanimity ; and a
prudent Afiien as often from vanity, as wifdom. Now the Cha-
raller being really determined by the Motives, and various, nay
contrary Motives producing the fame 4ion, the Aifion can
never decipher the Charafier of the affor. But further (con-
tinues the poet) if we attendito what has been faid, we fhall
difcover another circumftancé in the cafe, that will not only
make it extremely difficult, but abfolutely impraéticable to
decipher the Chara&ler by the Ation; and that 1s, the difcor-
dancy of Aétion in the fame Chara&er 5 a ncceﬁhr}f confequence
of the two principles proved above, that different Aétions proceed
Jrom the [ame Motive, and that the Jame Ation proceeds Jfrom
different Motives.

NorTEes.
contrary to their Charater ; | Convent; Philip, who was a
Charles, who was an a&ive | man of the Clofet, when he
man, when he retired into a | gave the battle of St. Quintin.
2
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S, 179
Who reafons wifely is not therefore wife,
His pride in Reas’ning, not in Acting lies.

But grant that Actions beft difcover man; 119
Take the moft ftrong, and fort them as you can.
The few that glare each character muft mark,
You balance not the many in the dark,

What will you do with fuch as difagree ?
Supprefs them, or mifcall them Policy?

Muft then at once (the charalter to fave) 12§

The plain rough Hero turn a crafty Knave?

COMMENTARY.

VER. 119. But grant that Adions &e.] If you will judge of
man by his #é&ions, you are not to felect fuch only as you like,
or can manage, you muft fairly take all you find: But, when
you have got thefe together, they will prove fo very difcordant
that no confiftent CharaGter can poffibly be made out of them.
What is then to be done ! Will you fuppre/s all thofe you can-
not reconcile to the few capital Actions which you chufe for
the foundation of your Charadter? But this the laws of truth
will not permit. Will you then mifcall them? and fay they
were not the natural workings of the man, but the difguifes of
the politician ? But what will you get by that, but reverfing the
beft known Chara&er, and making the owner of it the direct
oppofite of himfelf? And this (fays our author) the reafoning
and philofophic hiftorian has been always ready to do with the
Aétions of great men; of which he gives two famous inftances
in the life of Cefar. The conclufion, from the whole, is, that
Aétions do not fhew the Man.

No

VER.117. Who reafons wife-
ly&e.] By reafoning is not
here meant fpeculating 5 but
deliberating and refoving in

T-E '8,

{ public counfels ; for this in-
| {tance is given as ¢ne, of a va-
i riety of actions.

)

M 2
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Ep, 1.

Alas! 1n truth the man but chang’d his mind,

Perhaps was fick, in love, or had not din’d.

Afk why from Britain Czfar would retreat ?

Cafar himfelf might Whifpcr he was beat.

130

Why rifk the world’s great empire for a Punk ?

Cafar perhaps might anfwer he was drunk.

But, fage hiftorians ! ’tis your tafk to prove

One a&tion Condué; one, heroic Love.

VARIATIONS,

V£R. 129. in the former Editions,

Afk why from Britain Cefar made

retreat ?

Czfar himfelf would tell you he was beat.

The mighty Czar what mov’d to wed a Punk?

The mighty Czar would tell you he was drunk.

Alter’d as above, becaufe Czfar wrote his Commentaries of this

‘war, and does nsf tell you he was

beat. As Ceafar too afforded

an inftance of both cafes, it was thought better to make him

‘the fingle Example.

NoTEs.

VEr. 130. Czfar bimfelf
might whifper he was. beat.]
Czfar wrote his Commentaries,
in-imitation of the Greek Ge-
nerals, for the entertainment
of the world : But had his friend

- afked him, in his ear, the rea-

fon of his fudden retreat from
Britain, after fo many fignal
victories, we have caufe to {uf-
pe&t, even from his own pub-
lic relation of that matter, that
he would have whi/ter’d he was
beat.

VER. 131. #¥hy rifque the

world’s great empire for a
Punk ¢] After the battle of
Pharfalia, Ceefar purfued his
enemy to Alexandria, where
being infatuated with the charms
of Cleopatra, inftead of puthing
his advantages, and difperfing
the relicks of the Pharfalian
quarrel, having narrowly ef-
caped the violence of an en-
raged people, he brought upon
himfelf an unneceffary war, at
a time bis arms were moft
wanted elfewhere.
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*Tis from high Life high Characters are drawn g
A Saint in Crape is twice a Saint in Lawn; 136
A Judge isjuft, a Chanc’lor jufter flill ;
A Gownman, learn’d ; a Bifhop, what you will 5
Wife, if a Minifter ; but, if a King,
More wife, more learn’d, more juft, more ev’ry thing,
Court-virtues bear, like Gems,the higheft rate, 141
Born where Heav’n’s influence {carce can penetrate.:
In life’s low vale, the foil the Virtues like,

They pleafe as beauties, here as wonders ftrike.

COMMENT AR Y.

VER. 135, "Tis from high Life,&c.] The poet having done
with the Philsfopher, now turns to the Aan of theworld 5 whofe
firft miftake is in fuppofing men’s true Charallers may be known
by their flation. - This, tho’ a mere mob-opinion, is the opi-
nion in fafhion, and cherifhed by the Mob of all ranks; there-
fore, tho’ beneath the poet’s reafoning, he thought it deferving
of his ridicule ; and the ftrongeft was what he gives (from ¥ 134
to 141) 2 naked expofition of the fact; to which he has fub-
joined (from ¥ I40 t0 I4g ) an ironical apology, that, as Vir-

tue is cultivated with infinitely more labour in Courts than in

N o

VER. 141. Court -virtues
bear, like Gemsy, €&c.] This
whole reflexion, and the fimi-
litude brought to fupport it,
have a great delicacy of ridi-
cule.—A man difpos’d to cavil
would fancy the fimilitude not
exalt ; for that the principal
reafon of our preferring the

T E S.

Gem is for its durability. But
does he not fee it is_equally for
its rarity ; and that when once
a Court-virtue rifes and comes
in the way of fuch 2 lover of
it as our poet, it feldom fets
again, but bids fair for being
immortal ?

M 3
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Tho’ the fame Sun with' all-difafive rays 145
Blufh in the Rofe, and in the Di*mond blaze,
We prize the ftronger effort of his pow'r,

And juftly fet the Gem above the Flow’r.

"'T'is Education forms the common mind,

(e

e

= .-

Juft as the T'wig is bent, the Tree’s inclin’d. 150

| Boaftful and rough, your firft fon is a *Squire ;

The next a Tradefman, meek, and much a lyar ;

COMMENTARY.

Cottages, it is but juft to fet an infinitely higher value on it;
which, fays he with much pleafantry, is moft agreeable to all
the fafhionable ways of eftimation. For why do the connoif-
feurs prefer the lively colour in a2 Gem before that in a Flower,
but for its extreme rarity and difficulty of produ@ion ?

VER. 149. 'Tis Education forms, &¢.] This fecond miftake
of the Man of the world is more ferious; it is, that Charaéiers
are beft judged of by the gencral Manners. This the poet con-
futes ina lively enumeration of examples (from ¥ 148 to 158)
which fhew, that how fimilar or different foever the Manners
be by Nature, yet they are all new model’d by Education and
Praofeffion 5 where each man invariably receives that exotic form
which the mould he falls into, is fitted to imprint. The natural
Charafler thercfore can never be judged of by thefe figtitisus

Manners.
NoTES.

VER. 152. The next a Tradef- | be given to lying, it is certainly
man, meek, and much a lyar3] | on a more fubftantial motive,

¢ The only glory of a Tradef-
“ man (fays Hobbes) is to
¢¢ orow exceflively rich by the
¢ wifdom of buying and fell-
“ ing.” A purfuit very wide
of alt vain-glory ; {o that if he

and will therefore rather deferve
the name, which this philofo-
pher gives it, of wifdmm; it
being indeed the wi/dom of this
worldy by which all things in
it are governed, ScRIBL.
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Tom ftruts a Soldier, open, bold, and brave;
Will fheaksa Scriv’ner, an exceeding knave : 1354
Is he a Churchman? then he’s fond of pow’r :
A Quaker? fly: A Prefbyterian? fow’r:

A {mart Free-thinker ? all things in an hour.

S

Afk men’s Opinions : Scoto now fhall tell
How Trade increafes; and the World goes well;
Strike off his Penfion; by the fetting fun, 166
And Britain, if not Europe, is undone.

That gay Free-thinker, a fine talker once,
What turns him now a ftupid filent dunce ?
Some God, or Spirit he has lately found ;

Or chanc’d to meet a Minifter that frown’d. 163

Judge we by Nature ? Habit can efface,

Int’reft o’ercome, or Policy take place :

CoMMENTARY.

VER. I58 jﬁ’f{‘ Mens ")nr on's (5’(1 The third miftake is in
judging of mens characters by their Opinians and turn of think-
mg. But thefe, the poet fhews by two examples (from ¥ 157
to 166.) are generally fwayed by f,uranjr‘ both i in the affarrs @r'
Life and S;ﬁe:m’arwn

VER. 166, Fudge we by Nature? &5:] The poet having,

NoTeEs.

VER. 164, 165. Some God, | lations and Prafiice were prui-
or Spirit be has laicly found, Jr cipally direfted to avoid.—1'he
chanc’d ta meet a Minifter that pmt here alludes to the anciert
Jrown'd.] Difafters the moft | claffical opinion, that thie fud-
un]ooxed for, as they were ! dcn vifion of a God was fup-
what the Free- Lhinkcr”s Specu- | pofed to ftrike the irreverend

M 4
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By Actions ? thofe Uncertainty divides :
i By Pafiions ? thefe Diffimulation hides :

% Opinions ? they ftill take a wider range: 170
Find, if you can, in what you cannot change.

I Manners with Fortunes, Humours turn with
Climes, .

ii Tenets with Books, and Principles with Times.

i

CoMmMENTARTY.

gone through the miffakes both of the Philsfopher and Man of the
world, {eparately, turns now to doth ; and (from ¥ 165 to 174)
-:L]., d]", }, e . m PR ST P E_] vl 15 ..LI%
Jountly addreties them in a recapitulation of his reafoning againi
both : He fhews, that if we pretend to develope the Characier
by the natural difpofition in general, we fhall find it extremely
diflicult, becaufe this is often effaced by Habit, overfwayed by
].:rzf.erg(f? and fufpended by Policy.—If by ,5?'5?,{5;,-5, their contra-
riety will leave us in utter doubt and uncertainty.—If by Paf-
Jions, we fhall be perpetually mifled by the mafk of Diffimula-
tion—If by Opiniens, all thefe concur together to perplex the
enquiry. Shew us, then, fays he, in the whole range of your
, Philofophy and Experience, the thing we can be certain of : For
! (to fum up all in a word)

Manners wiih Fortunes, Humours turn with Climes,
"Tenets with Booksy and Principles with Times,

We muft feck therefore fome other road to the point we aim at.

NorTEs.

obferver fpeechlefs. He has on- | The poet had hitherto reckon™

, ly a little extended the con- | ed up the feveral fimple caufes
: ceit, and fuppofed, that the | that hinder our knowledge of
terrors of a Court-God might -| the natural charalers of men.
have the like effeCt on a very | In thefe two fine lines he de-
devoted worfhipper. Scr1BL, | fcribes the complicated caufes.
VER. 172, 173. Manners | Humours bear the fame rela-
with Fortunes, Humours turn | tion to Manners, that Princi-
wwith Climes, Tenets with Books, | ples do to Tenets ; that is, the
and Principles with Times.] | former are modes of the latter ;

I
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Search then the RurinG PAssioN © There, alone,
The Wild are conftant, and the Cunning known; .
The Fool confiftent; and the Falfe fincere; 176
Priefts, Princes, Women, no diffemblers here.
This clue once found, unravels all the reft,

'The profpectt clears, and Wharton ftands confeft.
Wharton, the fcorn and wonder of our days, 130
Whofe ruling Paffion was the Luft of Praife:
Born with whate’er could win it from the Wife,

Women and Fools muft like him or he dies;

COMMENTARY.
VER. 174. Search then the Ruling Paffion: &c.] And now

we enter on the third and laft part; which treats of the right
means of furmounting the difficulties in coming to the Knowledge
and Charafters of Men : This the poet fhews, is by invefligat-
ing the RULING Passion ; of whofe origin and nature we may
find an exact account in the fecond Ep. of the E[fay on Man. This
Principle he rightly obferves (from ¥ 173 to 180) is the clue
that muft guide us thro” all the intricacies in the ways of mer:
To convince us of which, he applies it (from ¥ 179 to 210)
fo the moft wild and inconfiftent Characler that ever was; which
(when drawn out at length, in a fpirit of poetry as rare as the
charader itfelf) we fee, this Principle unravels, and renders
throughout of one plain confiftent thread.

NorTEs.

our Manners are warped from | the government.
nature by our Fortanes or Sta- VER. 174. Search then the
tions 3 our Tenets, by our Books | Ruling Paffion ;] See Eflay on

or Profeflions ; and then each
drawn {till more oblique, into
bumaour and political priaciples,
by the temperature of the cli-
mate, and the conftitution of

Man, Ep.ii. ¥ 133. & feq.
VER. 181, the Luft of
Praife:] ‘This very well ex-

“prefles the g}'qﬁziﬁ of his ap-

petite for it ; where the frength
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Er. 1,

Tho’ wond’ring Senates hung on all he fpoke,
The Club muft hail him mafter of the joke. 18%
Shall parts fo various aim at nothing new ?

He’ll thine a Tully and 2 Wiltot too.

Then turns repentant, and his God adores

With the fame fpirit that he drinks and whores ;
Enough if all around him but admire; 160
And now the Punk applaud; and how the Fryer.
Thus with each gift of nature and of art,

And wanting nothing but an honeft heart 5=
Grown all to all, from no one vice exempt ;

And moft contemptible, to thun contempt; 19§
His Paffion ftill, to covet gen'ral praife,

His Life, to forféit it a thoufand ways ;

A conftant Bounty which no friend has made ;
An angel Tongue, which no man can perfuade ;
A Fool, with more of Wit than half mankind, 200
Toorafh for Thought, for Aétion too refin’d ;

NoTes.

of the Paffion had deftroyed a
the delicacy of the Senfation.
VER. 187.  John Wilmot,
E. of Rochefter, famous for his
Wit and Extravagancies in the
time of Charles the Second. P.
VER. 189. With the Jame
fpirit] Spirit, for principle, not

paflion.

VER. 200. # Fool, with
mareof Wit] Folly, joined with
much /73t produces that beha-
viour which we call Abfurdity;
and this Abfurdity the poet has
here admirably deferibed in the
words,

Lo raf for Theught, fo¢ Ation tos refin'd »
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A Tyrant to the wife his heatt approves;
A Rebel to the very king he loves;
He dics, fad out-caft of each church and fiate,

And, harder ftill ! flagitious,” yet not greaf.

205

Afk you why Wharton broke thro’ ev’ry rule?
Tivas all for fear the Knaves thould call him Fool.

Nature well known, no prodigies remain,

Comets are regulaf, and Wharton plain.

VARIATIO NS,

In the former Editions, 3 208.
Nature well known, no Miracles remain.

Alter’d, as above, for very obvious reafons.

NoTESs.

by which we are made to un-
derftand, that the perfon de-
fcribed gave a loofe to his Fan-
¢y when he fhould have ufed
his Fudgment 3 and purfued his
Speculations when he fhould
have trufted to his Experience.

VER. 205. Andyharder fiill,
Slagitious, yet not great.) To
arrive at what the world calls
Gréatnéfs, 2 man muft either
hide and conceal his vices, or

he muft openly and fteddily

pradtife them, in the purfuit
and attainment of one impor-
tant end. This unhappy No-
bleman did neither.

VER. 207. ‘Twas all for
fear t5¢.] To underftand this,
we muft obferve, that the L
of general praife made the pei-
fon, whofe Charadter is here fo
admirable drawn, both exfrava-
gant and flagitions ; his Mad-
nefs was to pleafe the Fools,

Women and Fools muft like him, or he dies.
And his Crimes to avoid the cenfure of the Knaves,
*Twas all for fear the Knaves fhould call him Fool.

Prudence and Hone/ly being the
two qualities that Fools and

Knaves are moft interefted,

and confequently moft induf-
trious, to mifreprefent.
VER, 209. Gomets are regu-
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Yet, in this fearch, the wifeft may miftake, 210
If fecond qualities for firft they take,
When Catiline by rapine {well’d his ftore ;

When Cefar made a noble dame a whore ;
In this the Luft, in that the Avarice 214
Were means, not ends ; Ambition was the vice.

ComMmmeENTARY.

VER. 210. Yet, inthis fearch, &c.] Buthere (from ¥ 209 to
222) he gives one very neceflary caution, that, in developing
the Ruling Paffion, we muit be careful not to miftake a fubj-
diary paflion for the principal ; which, without great attention,
we may be very liable to do ; as the fubfidiary, aéting in fupport
of the principal, has frequently all its vigour and much of its per-
Jeverance : 'T'his error has mifled feveral both of the ancient
and modern hiftorians ; as when they fuppofed Lu/? and Luxury
to be Characteriftics of Cafar and Lucullus ; whereas, in truth,
the Ruling Paffion of both was Ambition ; which is fo certain,
that, at whatfoever different time of the Republic thefe men
had lived, their dmbition, as the Ruling Paffion, had been the

NoTEsS.

lar, and Wharton plain.] This | puzzling inconfiftency of con-
illuftration bas an exquifite | duét we obferve in it.

beauty, arifing from the exaél-
nefs of the analogy: Fory as
the appearance of irregularity,
in a Comet’s motion, Is occa-
fioned by the greatnefs of the
force which pufhes it round a
very eccentricorb; fo it is the
viclence of the Ruling Paffion,
that, impatient for its objedt,
in the impetuofity of its courfe
towards it, is frequently hur-
ried to an immenfe diftance

VER. 213. — @ moble Dame
a whore,] The fifter of Cato,
and mother of Brutus.

VER. 215. Ambition was the
wice.] Pridey Vanity, and Am-
bition are fuch bordering and
neighbourly vices, and hold fo
much in common, that we ge-
nerally find them going toge-
ther, and therefore, as gene-
rally - miftake them for one
another. This does not a little

from it, which occalions all that | contribute to our confounding
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That very Ceafar, born in Scipio’s days,

Had aim’d, like him, by Chaftity at praife.

Lucullus, when Frugality could charm,

Had roafted turnips in the Sabin farm.

In vain th’ obferver eyes the builder’s toil,

220

But quite miftakes the fcaffold for the pile.

In this one Paffion man can ftrength enjoy,

As Fits give vigour, juft when they deftroy.

CoMMENTARY.

2me 3 but a different time had changed their fubfidiary ones of
Luf? and Lusxury, into their very oppofites of Chaftity and Fru-

gality,

3Tis in vain therefore, fays our author,

for the obferver

of human nature to fix his attention on the /orkman, if he all
the while miftakes the Scaffold for the Building.

ViR, 222. In this one Paffion &c.] But now it may be
that he has indeed thewn the true
dge and Characlers of men by a

jected to our philofophic poet,

means of coming to the Knowle

ob-

Principle certain and infallible, when found, yet, by his own
account, of fo difficult inveftigation, that its Gounterfeit, and it

is always attended with one, may be eafily miftaken for it.

To

NoTESs.

Chara&ers ; for they are, In
reality, very different and di-
ftin& ; fo much fo, that ’tis
remarkable, “the three greateft
men in Rome, and contem-
poraries, poffeffed each of thefe
feparately, without the leaft
mixture of the other two: The
men I mean were Czfar, Cato,
and Cicero : ' For Ceefar had
Ambitien without either vanity
or pride ; Cato had Pride with-
out ambition or vanity ; and

Cicero had Panity without pride
or ambition.

VER. 223. 45 Fits give vi-
goury juft when they deftray. |
The fimilitude is extremely
appofite 5 as moft of the in-
ftances he has afterwards given
of the vigorous exertion of the
Ruling Paffion in the laft mo-
ments, are from fuch who had
haftened their death by an im-
moderate indulgence of that
Pafiion.




|
i 190 MORAL ESSAYS.  Er.L

is this, that all the other paflions, in the courfe of time, change
and wear away ; while #hss is ever conftant and vigorous ; and
ftill going on from ftrength to ftrength, to the very moment of its
demolithing the miferable machine that it has now at length over-
-worked. Of this great truth, the poet (from 224 to the end)
gives various inftances in all the principal Ruling Paffions of our
nature, as they are to be found in the Man of Bufinefs, the
Man of Pleafure, the Epicure, the Parcimeonious, the Toafl, the

E * Time, thaton all things lays his lenient hand,
Z Yet tames not this ; it fticks to our Wt fand, 22 5
Hi, Confiftent in our follies and our fins,

L Here honeft Nature ends as the begins.

Old Politicians chew on wifdom paft,

.: And totter on in bus’nefs to the laft ;

f! As weak, as earneft; and as gravely out, 230
“{g As fober Lanefb’row dancing in the gout.

FF Behold a rev’rend fire, whom want of grace

’ Has made the father of a namelefs race,

! COMMENTAR Y.

E. remove this difficulty, thercfore, and confequently the obje@ion
e that arifes from it, the poet has given (from y 221 to 228)
: one certain and infallible criterion of the Ruling Paffion, which

NoTEs.
VER. 227. Here honeft Na- | ancient Nobleman, who con-

e

ture ends as fhe begins.] Hu-
man nature is here humouroufly
called boneft, as the impulfe of
the ruling paffion (which fhe
gives and cherifhes) makes her
more and more impatient of
difguife.

VER. 231, Lanefi’row.] An

tinued this practice long after
his legs were difabled by the
gout.  Upon the death of
Prince: George of Denmark,
he demanded an audience of
the Queen, to advife her to
preferve her health and difpel
her grief by Dauging, P.
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Shov’d from the wall perhaps, or rudely prefs’d
By his own fon, that pafles by unblefs’d : 235
Still to his wench he crawls on knocking knees,
And envies ev'ry {parrow that he fees.
A falmon’s belly, Helluo, was thy fate ;
The doctor call’d, declares all help too late :
“ Mercy | cries Helluo, mercy on my foul! 240
¢ Is there no hope ?=—Alas ! —then bring the jowl.”
The frugal Crone, whom praying priefts attend,
Still tries to fave the hallow’d taper’s end,
Collects her breath, as ebbing life retires,
For one puff more, and in that puff expires. 245
¢¢ Odious ! in woollen ! "twould a Saint provoke,
(Were the laft words that poor Narciffa fpoke)
“ No, let a charming Chintz, and Bruffels lace
« Wrap my cold limbs, and fhade my lifelefs face:

COMMENTARY.

Courtier, the Mifer, and the Patriot ; which laft inftance the
poet has had the art, under the appearance of Satire, to turn in-
to the nobleft Compliment on the perfon to whom the Epiftle is
addrefled,

NoTEs.

VER. T == the Lgﬁ‘ qwords
that poor Narciffa [poke)] This
ftory, as well as the others, is
founded on fat, tho’ the au-
thor had the goodnefs not to
mention the names. Several

attribute this in particular to a
very celebrated Actrefs, who,
in deteftation of the thought of
being buried in woollen, gave
thefe her laft orders with her
dying breath. P.
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192 MORAL ESSAYS. Ep. 1

«* One would not, fure, be frightfulwhen one’s dead—

¢ And — Betty— give this Cheek a little Red.”
The Courtier {mooth, who forty years had fhin’d

An humble fervant to all human kind,

Juft brought out this, when fcarce histongue could

ftir,

* If —where I'm going—1I could ferve you, Sir?
“1I give and I devife (old Euclio faid, 256

And figh’d) ““my lands and tenements to Ned.

Your money, Sir; “ My money, Sir, what all?

“ Why,—if I muft—(then wept) I give it Paul,

"The Manor, Sir?—* The Manor! hold, he cry’d,

¢ Not that,—1I cannot part with that’’—and dy’d.

And you! brave CoBuAMm, to the lateft breath
Shall feel your ruling paffion ftrong in death :

Such in thofe moments as in all the paft,
““ Oh, favemy Country, Heav’n!”” fhall be your laft-
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MORAE BESSAYS.

E-P -8 .1 L&

1l

F -0

Al

A1 Y.

Of the Charatlers of Women.

NOTH].\'—(: {o true as what you once let fall,

¢« Moft Women have no Characters at all.

Matter too foft a lafting mark to bear,

And beft diftinguifh’d by black, brown, or fair,

N o

Of the Charaiters of Wo-
men.] There is nothing n
M. Pope’s works more highly
finithed than this Epiftle: Ye
its fuccefs was In no propor-
tion to the pains he took in
compofing it. Something he
chanced to drop in a fhort Ad-
vertifement: prefixed to it, on

5
&k

T

E 5.

haps account for the fmall ate
tention given to it. He faid,
that no one charalier in-af was

drawn fr'gm i}fh_f.’ f:"__f";’. The

| Public believed him on his

|
|

s firlt publication, may per- |

word, and exprefled little cu-

riofity about a Satire in which

there was nothing perfonal.
VER. 1. Nothing fo true
-} 1 [ 2} . e
§¢,] The reader pernaps may

N

e
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MORAL ESSAYS.

Er. II.

How many pictures of one Nymph we view, 5

All how unlike each other, all how true!

NoTEs.

be difappointed to find that
this Epiftle, which propofes
the fame fubje&t with the pre-
ceding, is conducted on very
different rules of method ; for
inftead of being difpofed in the
fame logical connettion, and
filled with the like philofophi-
cal remarks, it is wholly taken
up in drawing a great variety
of capital Charatters: But if
he would refleét, that the twe
Sexes make but one Species, and
confequently, that the Cha-
racters of both muft be {tudied
and explained on the fame
principles, he would fee, that
when the poet had done this
in the preceding Epiftle, his
bufinefs here was, not to re-
peat what he had already de-
livered, but only to verify and
illuftrate his doétrine, by every
wiew of that perplexity of Na-
ture, which Azs philofophy only
can explain. If the reader
therefore will but be at the

pains to ftudy thefe Characters
with any degree of attention,
as they are here mafterly
drawn, one important parti-
cular (for which the poet has
artfully prepared him by the
introduction) will very forci-
bly ftrike his obfervation; and
that is, thatall the great ftrokes
in the feveral Charaéters of
W omen are not only infinitely
perplexed and difcordant, like
thofe in AMen, but abfolutely
inconfiftent, and in a much
higher degree contradiétory.
As ftrange as this may appear,
yet he will fee that the poet
has all the while ftriélly fol-
lowed Nature, whofe ways, we
find by the former Epiftle, are
not a little myfterious; and a
myftery this might have re-
mained, had not our author
explained it at ¥ 207, where
he thuts up his Characiérs with
this philofophical reflexion :

In Men, we various ruling Paffions find ;
In Wemen, two almoft divide the kind;
Thofe, only fix’d, they firft or laf? obey,

The love of Pleafure, and the love of Sway.

If this account be true, we fee
the perpetual necefiity (which
is not the cafe in Men) that
MW omen lye under-of difguifing

their ruling paffion. Now the
variety of arts employed to
this purpofe muft needs draw
them into infinite contradic-




Er. 1L

Arcadia’s Countefs, here,

MORAL ESSAYS.

in ermin’d pride,

Is there, Paftora by a fountain fide.

NoTEs.

tions in thofe Afins from
whence their general and ob-
vious Charadter is denomi-
nated : To verify this obferva-
tion, let the reader examine all
the Charaéters here drawn,
and try whether with this key
he cannot difcover that all
their Contradiétions arife from
a defire to hide the ruling Paj-
Jfeon.

But this is not the worft.
The poet afterwards ' (from
¥ 218 to 249) takes notice of
another mifchief arifing from
this neceflity of hiding their
ruling Paffions ;3 which is, that
generally the end of each is
defeated even there where they
are moft violently purfued:
For the neceffity of hiding
them inducing an habitual dif-
fipation of mind,

RS
And yet.,

Reafon,

whofe -office ‘it is to regulate
the ruling Paffion, lofcs all its
force 'Lnd direction; and thefe
unhappy victims to their prin-
ciples, tho’ with their atten-
tion ftill fixed upon them, are
ever profecuting the means
deftru&ive of their end, and
thus become ridiculous in
youth, and miferable in old
age.

Let me not omit to obferve
the great beauty of the con-
clufion: It is an Encomium
on animaginary Lady to whom
the Epiftle is addrefled, and
artfully turns upon the falt
which makes the fubjeét of the
Epiftle, the contradiition of a
Woman's Charaller, in which
contradiction he fhews that all
the luftre belt
Character

S i
eyven QI the

confifts:

y b r iy “ar
believe me, good as well as illy

Woman's at beft a Contradiction fill, &e.

ViEr. 5. How many pictures)
The poet’s purpofe hi.r[f 15 to
fhew, that the Charalters of
Women are rmn:r*l‘) incon-
hitent with themfelves; and
this he illuftrates by fo happy a
Stmilitude, that we fee the

folly, defcribed in it, arifes

from that very principle which |

gives birth tothis inconfiitency
SRR :
of Chara&er.

| fountain— Leda with @

VER. %, 8, 10, &c. Area-
dia’s G&'Hfﬁfe‘j:ij—-—J.Dfi,‘l"‘f,'.?'(i‘ by a
Wan.
— Magdalen—Cecilia—7 Atti-
tudes in which feveral ladies
affeCted to be drawn, and
fometimes one lady in them
all —T"he poet’s politenefs and
complaifance to the fex is ob-
{ervable in this inftance, a-
mongft others, that, whereas

N 2
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Here Fannia, leering on her own good man,
And there, a naked Leda with a Swan., 10

St

e e
= -
— e

Let then the Fair one beautifully cry,
il In Magdalen’s loofe hair and lifted eye,

Or dreft in fmiles of {weet Cecilia thine,

i
|
i
il | With fimp’ring Angels, Palms, and Harps divine
i
'F i! Whether the Charmer finner it, or faint it, I§
E:: ! = - . .
il If Folly grow romantic, I muft paint it.
E

Come then, the colours and the ground prepare!

T =

Dip in the Rainbow, trick her off in Air;

Chufe a firm Cloud, before it fall, and in it 19

Catch, e¢’er fhe change, the Cynthia of this minute.
Rufa, whofe eye quick-glancing o’er the Park,

Attralts each light gay meteor of a Spark,

T TR RV TN T

H Agrees as ill with Rufa ftudying Locke,

't As Sappho’s di’'monds with her dirty fmock ;

i NoTEs

i in the Charaéters of Men he | trarietics, given even from fuch
. has fometimes made ufe of (hlrlv;_hiq as are moft {ftrong-
real names, in the Charatters | ly mark’d, and feemingly
of WWomen always fictitious. P. therefore muﬂ. confiftent: As,
VER, 20: L(J.‘JJ, 2 er j}.r I. In  the xé/fg,dafj ¥ 21,
mq,m, the Cynthia af this nt= | 8. P
nute.] Al luding to the precept VER. 23. ﬁgrc,ﬁ as il with
of f.’r__;f}rfr_l, [\I’-'Irf /‘J!(fufg L z-’.,r{:, This
th-uu“ut is exprefled wi th great
huillom in the following r fanza:

i gy

T X b, b
formae veneres captands j ugaces.

T ——— e

VER. 21. Inftances of con-

T YT YT
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Ep. 11. MORAL ESSAYS. 197
Or Sappho at her toilet’s greazy taik, 25

With Sappho fragrant at an ev’ning Maik :
So morning Infects that in muck begun,
Shine, buzz, and fly-blow in the fetting-fun,
How foft is Silia ! fearful to offend ;
The Frail one’s advocate, the Weak one’s friend :
To her, Califta prov’d her conduct nice; 21
And good Simplicius afks of her advice.
Sudden, the ftorms! fhe raves! You tip the wink,
But {pare your cenfure ; Silia does not drink,
All eyes may fee from what the change arofe, 35
All eyes may fee—a Pimple on her nofe.
Papillia, wedded to her am’rous {park,
Sighs for the thades—* How charming is a Park ! ™
A Park is purchas’d, but the Fair he fees
All bath’d in tears— *¢ Oh odious, odious Trees!”
Ladies, like variegated Tulips, thow ; 41

*T'is to their Changes half their charms we owe;

NoTES.

Tha® Artemefia talks, by fits,

Of councils, claffics, fathers, wits;
Reads Malbranche, Boyle, and Locke :

Yet in fome thingsy methinks, fbe fails,

*Tawere well if fhe wou'd pare ber nails,
And wear a cleaner fmick.

VER. 29 and 37. IL. Contrarictics in the Soft-natured. P.
N3
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198 MORAL ESSAYS,

Ep, II,

Fine by defe, and delicately weak.

Their happy Spots the nice admirer take.

*T'was thus Calypfo once each heart alarm’d, 45

Aw’d without Virtue, without Beauty charm’d ;
y .

Her Tongue bewitch’d as odly as her Egyes,
Lefs Wit than Mimic, more 2 Wit than wife ;

Strange graces ftill, and ftranger flights fhe had,

Was juft not ugly, and was juft not mad; 50

Yet ne’er fo {ure our pafiion to create,

As when fhe touch’d the brink of all we hate.

Narcifla’s nature, tolerably mild,

To make a wath, would hardly ftew a child ;

Has ev’n been prov’d to grant a Lover’s pray’r, 55

And paid a Tradefman once to make him ftare,

Gave alms at Eafter, in a Chriftian trim,

And made a Widow happy, for 2 whim,

NoTEes.

VxR, 45. I Contrarieties
in the Cunning and Artful. P.

VER. §52. A5 when fhe
touch’dthe brink of all we hate.]
Her charms confifted in the
fingular turn of her vivacity ;
confequently the fironger the
exerted this vivacity the more
forceable muft be her attrac-
tion. But the point, where it
came to excefs, would deftroy
all the delicacy, and expofe all

the coarfnefs of fenfuality.

VER. 53. IV. In the Zhin-
ﬁt‘ﬁ‘.’. P.

VER. §7. —ina Chriftian
trim,] ‘This is finely exprefled,
implying that her very charity
wdas as much an exterior of
Religion, as the ceremonies of
the feafon. It was not even in
a Chriftian humour, it was only
iwn @ Chriflian trim.




Ep. 1L MORAL ESSAYS. 199
Why then declare Good-nature is her fcorn,
When ’tis by that alone {he can be born ¢ 6o
Why pique all mortals, yet affect a name !
A fool to Pleafure, yet a flave to Fame:
Now deep in Taylor and the Book of Martyrs,
Now drinking citron with his Grace and Chartres :
Now Confcience chills her, and now Pafiion burns;
And Atheifm and Religion take their turns ; 66
A very Heathen in the carnal part,
Yet ftill a fad, good Chriftian at her heart,
See Sin in State, majeftically drunk;
Proud as a Peerefs, pronder as a Punk; 20
Chafte to her Hufband, frank to all befide,
A teeming Miftrefs, but a barren Bride.
What then ? let Blood and Body bear the fault,
Her Head’s untouch’d, that noble Seat of Thought:
Such this day’s do&rine—-in another fit g
She fins with Poets thro” pure Love of Wit.
VARIATIONS.
VER. 77. What kas not fir'd &c.] in the M.
In whofe mad brain the mixt ideas roll
Of Tall-boy’s breeches, and of Cefar’s foul.
NoTES.
VeR. 69. V.In the Lewd and Vicious. P

N 2
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260 MORAL ESSAYS. Eell

‘What has not fir'd her bofom or her brain?

Ceafar and Tall-boy, Charles and Charlema’ne.

As Helluo, late Di¢tator of the Feaft,

‘The Nofe of Hautgout, and the Tip of Tafte, 8o

Critick’d your wine, and analyz’d your meat,

Yet on plain Pudding deign’d at-home to eat;

So Philomed¢, le&’ring all mankind

On the foft Paffion, and the Tafte refin’d,

Th’Addrefs, the Delicacy-—{toops at once, 85

And makes her hearty meal upon a Dunce.
Flavia’s a Wit, has too much fenfe to Pray;

To Toafl our wants and wifhes, 1s her way;

Nor afks of God, but of her Stars, to give

The mighty blefling, * while we live, to live.” go

Then all for Death, that Opiate of the foul !

Lucretia’s dagger, Rofamonda’s bowl.

Say, what can caufe fuch impotence of mind?

A Spark too fickle, or a Spoufe too kind.

‘Wife Wretch! with Pleafures too refin’d to pleafe;

With too much Spirit to be e’er at eafe; 96
NoTES
VEr. 87. VI. Contraricties ate of the foul I See Note

in the Witty and Refin’d. P. on ¥ go. of Ep. to Lord
VER. 8g. Nor afks of God, | Cobham.
but of her Stars. — Death that
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With too much Quicknefs ever to be taught ;

With too muchThinking to have commonThought:

You purchafe Pain with all that Joy can give,

And die of nothi'ng but a Rage to live. 100
Turn then from Wits ; and look on Simo’sMate,

No Afs fo meek, no Afs {o obftinate.

Or her, that owns her Faults, but never mends,

Becaufe {he’s honeft, and the beft of Friends.

Or her, whofe life the Church and Scandal thare,

For ever in a Paffion, or a Pray’r. 106

Or her, who laughs at Hell, but (like her Grace)

Cries, “Ah! how charming, if there’s nofuch place!”

Or who in fweet viciflitude appears

Of Mirth and Opium, Ratafie and Tears, 110

The daily Anodyne, and nightly Dranght,

To kill thofe foes to Fair ones, Time and Thought.

Woman and Fool are two hard things to hit;

For true No-meaning puzzles more than Wi,
But what are thefe to great Atofla’s mi;&d? 115§

Scarce once herfelf, by turnsall Womankind !

NoTEs.

VEr. 107, Or her, whe place I’] i. e, Her who affelts
laughs at Hell, but (like her | o laugh out of fafhion, and
Grace)—Cries, Ah! how | ftrives to difbelieve out of
charming if there’s no  fuch V fear.
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202 MORAL ESSAYS ErH
Who, ‘with herfelf, or others, from her birth
Finds all her life one warfare upon earth :

Shines, in expofing Knaves, and painting Fools,
Yet is, whate’er fhe hates and ridicules. 120
No Thought advances, but her Eddy Brain
Whitks it about, and down it goes again.

Full fixty years the World has been her Trade,
The wifeft Fool much Time has ever made.,

From lovelefs youth to unrefpeéted age, ~ 125
No Paffion gratify’d exeept her Rage.

So much the Fury fill out-ran the Wi,

The Pleafure mifs’d her, and the Scandal hit.
Whobreaks with her, provokes Revenge from Hell,
But he’s a bolder man who dares be well. 130
Her ev’ry turn with Violence purfu’d,

Nor more a ftorm her Hate than Gratitude :

To that each Paffion turns, or foon or late;

Love, if it makes her yield, muft make her hate :

Superiors? death! and Equals? what a curfe! 133

But an Inferior not dependant ? worfe.

VARIATIONS.
After ¥ 122, in the MS.

Opprefs’d with wealth and wit, abundance fad !
One makes her poor, the other makes her mad.
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Offend her, and fhe knows not to forgive ;
Oblige her, and fhe’ll hate you while you live :
But die, and the’ll adore you—Then the Buft
And Temple rife—then fall again to duft. 140
Laft night, her Lord was all that’s good and great;
A Knave this morning, and his Will a Cheat.
Strange ! by the Means defeated of the Ends,
By Spirit robb’d of Pow’r, by Warmth of Friends,
By Wealth of Follow’rs ! without one diftrefs 145
Sick of herfelf thro’ vcry- felfithnefs !
Atoffa, curs’d with ev’ry granted pray’r,
Childlefs with all her Children, wants an Heir.
To Heirs unknown defcends th’unguarded ftore,
Or wanders, Heav’n-directed, to the Poor. 1350
Pitures like thefe, dear Madam, to defign,
Afks no firm hand, and no unerring line ;
VARIATIONS.
After ¥ 148. in the MS.

This Death decides, nor lets the bleffing fall
On any one fhe hates, but on them all.

Curs’d chance! this only could affli€t her more,
If any part fhould wander to the poor.

NorTes.

VER. 150. Or wanders, | and which teaches, that Pro-
Heav’n-direfted, &c.] Allud- | vidence is inceflantly turning
ing and referring to the great | the evils arifing from the follies
principle of his- Philofophy, | and vices of men to general
which he never lafes fight of, ! good.
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Some wand'ring touches, fome reflected light,

Some flying ftroke alone can hit ’em right:

For how fthould equal Colours do. the knack ? 15

5

Chameleons who can paint in white and black ?

““ Yet Cloe fure was. form’d without a {pot’’e—

Nature in her then err’d not, but forgot.

N

VER. 156. Chameleons whe
can paint in white and black 2
There is one thing that does a
very diftinguithed honour to
the accuracy of our poet’s
judgment, of which, in the
courfe of thefe obfervations, I
have given many inftances, and
fhall- here explain in what it
confifts; it is this, that the 8i-
militudes in his didactic poems,
of which he is not fparing, and
which are highly poetical, are
always chofen with fuch exqui-
ite difcernment of Nature, as
not only to illuftrate the par-
ticular point he is upon, but
to eftablifh the general princi-
ples he would inforce ; fo, in
the inftance before us, he com-
pares the inconftancy and con-
tradiCtion in the Charaers of
Women, to the change of co-
lours in the Chameleon; vet
tis neverthelefs the ereat ;1;1'11—
ciple of this poem to thew fhar
the general Chara&eriftic of
the Sex, as to the Ruling Paf-
fion, which they all have, i
more uniform

1 .
have, 18

i T bl
tian  that 1n

O TTE S

Man: Now for this purpofe;
all Nature could not have fup-
plied . fuch another illuftyation
as this of the Chameleon ; for
tho’ it inftantaneoufly affumes
muich of the colour of every
fubject on which it chances to
be placed, yet, as the moft ac-
curate Virtuofi have obferved,
it has two native colours of its
own, which, amidft all thefe
changes are never totally dif-
charged,. but, tho” often dif-
coloured by the neighbourhood
of adventitious ones, fill make
the foundation, and give a tinc-
ture to all thofe which, from

Tirmec
I

LUTT "

thence, it occafionally af

VER. TE7, Yer Cloe _J,II-;.I'L-
&e. ] The purpofe of the poet
in this Characler is important :
It is to fhew that the politic
or prudent goverament of the
pafhions 1= not enough to make
a Charafter amiable,
to fecure it from heing. ridi-
culous, if the end of that go-
vernment _be not _ purfued,
which is the free exercife of the

: . ; i fler e i N REy
focial appetites after the felhih

nor even
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« With ev’ry pleafing, ev’ry prudent part,

¢¢ Say, what can Cloe want »’—She wants a Heart,
She fpeaks, behaves, and acts juft as fhe ought; 161
But never, never, reach’d one gen’rous Thought.

Virtue {he finds too painful an endeavour,

Content to dwell in Decencies for ever.

et
O
L% |

So very reafonable, fo unmov'd,

As never yet to love, or to be lov’d.

She, while her Lover pants upon her breaft,
Can mark the figures on an Indian cheft;

And when fhe fees her Friend in deep defpair,

Obferves how much a Chintz exceeds Mohair. 176

i
Forbid it Heav’n, a Favour or a Debt
She e’er thould cancel—but fhe may forget.
Safe is your Secr ¢ {hll in Cloe’s ear;
But none of Cloe's thall you ever hear.
Of all her Dears {he never flander’d one, XN

By arpe not 1F9 thanfang are 111‘--.I "1
“_.HI._it C&l\_.‘: NnoL 11 < ...-.,.\,-.,:.Jui,_-.; dlC ...L;L.‘.LJ;.C.

"1,1. ould L loe KNow 11 YOou 1C A11VE Ol dL.hs

4 g ™ R
She bids her Footman put it in her head.

NoTESs.

"

ones have L\- n fubdued ; for j fortur bfu fuch a Charater, a5
that if, tho’ reafon govern, the | in any of - the fc-u, mng, which
nf::'..t be never confulted, we | pa W{lions or caprice drive up and
i 'Ln_-'-.-- J‘l!]u e5 as LEL'L‘ in the du‘h it randein.
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Cloe is prudent—Would you too be wife ?

Then never break your heart when Cloe dies. 180
One certain Portrait may (I grant) be feen,
Which Heav’n has varnifh’d out, and made 2 Queen:
THE sAME FoR EVER ! and defcrib’d by all
With Truthand Goodnefs, as with Crown and Ball.
Pocts heap Virtues, Painters Gems at will, 18 5

And fhow their zeal, and hide their want of fkill.
"T1s well-——but, Artifts! who can paint or write,

"To draw the Naked is your true delight.
That Robe of Quality fo ftruts and fiells,
None fee what Parts of Nature it conceals: 190 ;
Th’exadteft traits of Body or of Mind,

We owe to models of an humble kind.

If QUEENSBERRY to ftrip there’s no compelling,
"Tis from a Handmaid we muft take a Helen.
From Peer or Bifhop ’tis no eafy thing 195
To draw the man who loves his God, or King :
Alas! T copy (or my draught would fail)

From honeft Mah’met, or plain Parfon Hale.

NoTEgs.

VER. 181. One certain Por- . Chara&ler; fo that the fatire
trait—the fame for ever I—] | falls not on any particular Cha-
This is intirely ironical, and radler, but on the Charalter-
conveys under it this general | maker only. See Note on ¥ 78.
moral truth, that there is, in || 1 Dialogue 1738,
life; no fuch thing as a perfe& VER. 198, Mab'met, fer-

2
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But grant, in Public Men fometimes are thown,

A Woman’s feen in Private life alone :

200

Our bolder Talents in full light difplay’d ;

Your Virtues open faireft in the thade.

Bred to difguife, in Public 'tis you hide ;
There, nonediftinguifh ’twixt your Shame or Pride,

VARIATIONS

After y 198. in the MS.

Fain I’d in Fulvia {py the tender Wifey

1 cannot prove it on her, for my life

And, for a noble pride, I blufh ne lefs,

Inftead of Berenice, to think on Befs.

Thus while immortal Cibber only fings

(As * and H * ¥y preach) for queens and kings,
The nymph, that ne’er read Milton’s mighty line,
May, if fhe love, and merit verfe, have mine.

NoTEs.

vant to the late King, faid to
be the fon of a T urklfh Bafla,
whom he took at the Siege of
Buda, and conftantly kept a-
bout his perfon. P.

Ibid. Dr. Stephen Hale, not

more eftimable for his ufeful

difcoveries as a natural Philo-
fopher, than for his exemplary
Life and Paftoral Charity as a
Parith Prieft.

VER. 199. But grant, in
Public, &¢.) In the former Edi-
ditions, between this and the
fnrf.guinﬂ lines; a want of Con-
nexion might be perceived, oc-

tain - Examples and Illuftrations
to the Maxims laid down ; and
tho’ fome of thefe have fince
been found, viz. the Charac-
ters of Philomedé, Ataffa, Cloe,
and fome verfes fulluwing, 0-
thers are {till wanting, nor can
we anfwer that thefe are exact-
ly inferted.

VER. 203. Bred to a':_,fl ut ey
m Pz.féf:_ tis you hide 3 ] ihuc
is fomething particular in the
turn of this “i{;,rtum, as mak-
ing  their difguifing 1n public
tl.e neceffary effect of their be-
g bred to f:;gu:ﬁ: but 1f we

cafioned b*' the omiffion of cer~- | confider that female Education
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Weaknefs or Delicacy ; all fo nice, 205
That each may feem a Virtue, ora Vice.
In Men, we various Ruling Paffions find ;

In Women, two almoft divide the kind ;

Thofe, only fix’d, they firft or laft obey,

The Love of Pleafure, and the Love of Sway. 2190
That, Nature gives ; and where the leflon taught

Is but to pleafe, can Pleafure feem 4 fault ?

VARIATIONS:

VER. 207. in the firft Edition,
~In fev’ral Men we fev’ral paflions find;
In Women, two almoft divide the Kind,

NoTESs.

1s an art of teaching not to e,
but to appear, we fhall have no
reafon to find fault with the
exaétnefs of the exprefiion.

VER. 206. That cach may
feem a Virtue or a Vices] For
Women are taught Virtue fo
artificially, and Vice fo natu-
rally, that, in the nice exercife
of them, they may be eafily
miftaken for one another.
ScRris.

VER. 20%. The former part
having thewn, that the parti-
cular Charaliers of Women are
more various - than thofe of
Men, it is neverthelefs obfer-
ved, that the general Characte-
riftic of the fex, as to the ru-
ling Paffion, is more uniform,

ks

VERr. 211. This Is occaft-
oned partly by their Nature,
partly their Education, and in
fome degree by Neceffity.: P.

VER. 211, 212. — and
where the leflon taught—Is but
to pleafe, can, &c.] The deli-
cacy of the poet’s addrefs is
here obfervable, in his manner
of informing us what this Plea-
Sfure is, which makes one of
the two cbjeéls of Woman’s
raling Paffion. He does it in
an ironical apology for it, ari-
fing from its being a Pleafure
of the beneficent and communica-
tive kind, and not merely felf-
ifh, like thofe which the other
fex generally purfues.

VER. 213. Experience this,
¢s'c.] Theironical apology con-~




Eb. IL.

Experience, this; by Man’s

MORAL

ESSAYS.

1)
0
o

oppre flion curft,

They feek the fecond not to lofe the firit,

Men, fome to Bus’nefs, fome to Pleafure take »

But ev’'ry Woman is at heart a R Rake: 216
Men, fotnie to Quiet, {ome to public Strife ;
But ev’ry Lady would be Queen for life.

Yet mark the fite of a whole Sex of Queens!

Pow’r all their end, but Beauty all the means : 220

1 Youth they conquer, with fo wild a rage;

Asleaves them fcarce 4 fubject in their Age:

For foreign glory, foreign joy, they roam ;

No thought of peace or h:tppi:*.-éfs at home.

But Wifdom’s triumph is well-tim’d Retreat, 22§
As hard a fcience to the Fair as Gredt !
Beauties, like Tyrants, old and friendle{s grown,

Yet hate repoﬂ: and dread to be alone;

NoTESs.

tinued : That the Second is, as |

it were, forced upon them by
the tyranny and opprefiion of
man, in order to feture the
hrik :
VER:i 216. But ev’ry Wo-
inan is at beart a Rake:] ¢ Somz
““ men (fays the Poet) take to
“bufinefs, fome to pleafure,
*¢ but every woman would wil-
“¢ lingly make pleafure her bu-

<< finefs ;> which being the pe=
culiar chara&erittic of a Ra ke
we muft needs think that he
includes (in his ufe of the word
hete) no miore of the Rake’s
ill qualities than are implied in
this definition, of gne whs makes
pleafure bis bufinefs.

VEer. 219. What are the
Aims and the Fate of this Sex ¢
—1. Asto Power. P.

)
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JIE Worn out in public, weary ev’ry eye,
E | Nor leave one figh behind them when they die. 230

Pleafures the fex, as children Birds, purfue,

Still out of reach, yet never out of view ;

oD
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Sure, if they catch, to fpoil the Toy at moft,

To covet flying, and regret when loft :
At laft; to follies Youth could {carce defend, 233

s o 5 pu { X = I =%
It grows their Age’s prudence to pretend; .

Atfham’d to own they gave delight before,

Reduc’d to feign it, when they give no more:

i i £ As Hags hold Sabbaths, lefs for joy than {pight,
| HL | So thefe their merry, miferable Night ; 240
i l | Still round and round the Ghofts of Beauty glide,
| ;Eﬁ: gl And haunt the places where their Honour dy’d.
| 1 i il See how the World its Veterans rewards !
i iy “ A Youth of Frolicks, an old Age of Cards;
I ! Fair to no purpofe, artful to no end, 248
Young without Lovers, old without a Friend;
b A Fop their Paffion, but their Prize a Sot,
% [ Alive, ridiculous, and dead, forgot!
; Ah! Friend! to dazzle let the Vain defign ;
é To raife the Thought, and touch the Heart be
(I thine ! 25
Hl | NoTEs,
Li) l Ver.271.—IL Asto Plea- VER. 249. Advice for their
5 o Sure, P. true Intereft. P.
10
i
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That Charm fhall grow, while what fatigues the

Ring,

Y

Flaunts and goes down, an unregarded thing :
So when the Sun’s broad beam has tir'd the fight,
All mild afcends the Moon’s more fober light,
Serene in Virgin Modefty {he fhines, 255
And unobferv’d the glaring Orb dechines,

Oh! bleft with Temper, whofe unclouded ray
Can make to-morrow chearful as to-day ;
She, who can love a Sifter’s charms, or hear
Sighs for a Daughter with unwounded ear ; 260

NoTES.

VER. 253, So when the | them, in gradually raifing the
Sun’s broad beam &5¢.] One | imagery of the fimilitude in the
of the great beauties obfervable | lines preceding, by the ufe of
fn the poet’s management ot"l metaphors taken from the fub-
his Simzlitudes, is the ceremo- | jeét of it 1
nious preparation he makes for |

while what fatigues the rings

Flaunts and goes down, an unregarded thing.
And thecivil difmiffion he gives | and give place to others, and
them by the continuance of the | the reader is never offended
fame metaphor, in the lines | with the fudden or abrupt dif-
following, whereby the traces | appearcnce of it,
of the imagery gradually decay,

Ob ! blet with Temper, whofe unclouded ray &ie.
Another inftance of the fame kind we bave in this epiftle, i
the following lines,

{;}Ezgé a firm cloud before it fall, and in it

Catchy éer fbe change, the Cynthia of this minutes

Rufa, whafe eye quick-glancing o’cr the Park,

Attralls each light gay Meteor of a Spark,. &c.

Q 2
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She, who ne’er anfwers till a Hufband cools,

b

~

Or, if fhe rules him, never thows fhe rules ;
Charms by accepting, by fubmitting {ways,
Yet has her humour moft, when fhe obeys;
Let Fops or Fortune fly which way they will; 26¢
Diddains all lofs of Tickets, or Codille :
Spleen, Vapours, or Small-pox, above them all,
And Miftrefs of herfelf, tho’ China fall.
And yet, believe me, good as well as ill,

Woman’s at beft 2 Contradiction fill. 2570

Teav'n, when it ftrives to polith all it can
Its laft beft work, but forms a fofter Man ;
Picks from each fex, to make the Fav’rite bleft,
Your love of Pleafure, our defire of Reft:
Blends, in exception to all gen’ral rules, o7%
Your Tafte of Follies, with our Scorn of Fools:
Referve with Franknefs, Art with Truth ally’d,
Courage with Softnefs, Modefty with Pride;

NoTEs.

VER.-269. The Piure of
an eftimable Woman, with
the beft kind of contrarieties,
created out of the poet’s ima-
gination ; who therefore feign-
ed thofe circumitances of a
Hyfband, a- Daughters and
tove for a Siffer, to prevent

her being miftaken for anyofhis
acquamtance. And having thus
made his eman, he did, as the
ancient poets were wont, when
they had made their Mufey in-
voke, and addrefs his poem
to, her.
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5
Fix’d Principles, with Fancy ever new ;
Shakes all together, and produces— Y ou. 280

Be this a Woman’s Fame:

with this unbleft

3

Toafts live a fcorn, and Queens may die 2 jeit.

This Pheebus promis’d (I forget the year)

Wehen thofe blue eyes firft open’d on the {phere;

Afcendant Pheebus watch’d that hour with care,

Averted half your Parents’ fimple Pray’r ; 236

And gave you Beauty, but deny’d the Pelf

That buys your fex a

Tyrant o’er itfelf.

The gen’rous God, who Wit and Gold refines,

And ripens Spirits as he ripens Mines, 2.0

Kept Drofs for Duchefles, the world thall know it,

To you gave

No-
VERr. 285, &c. Alcendant
Pr‘f.r,u us wateh’d that bour :.L';"LJ

care, Averted L.fﬂ}'m:‘ PJ-—
rents” finple Pray'r And gav
you Beauty, but deny’d the Pe If ]
The poet concludes his Epi ftle
with a fine M:ral, that deferves
the ferious attention of the pub-
lic: It is this, that all the ex-
travagances of thefe VICIOUS
3
Chara&ters here defcribed, are
much inflamed Lv a wmng
Education, hinted at in ¥ 203
and that even the afﬁ are 1:1-
ther fecured by a good natural
than by the prudence and pro-
vidence of parents ; which ob-

Senfe, Good-humour,

r
.
]
|

and a Poet.
E 8.

fervation is conveyed under the
fublime claffical machinery of
Pheebus in  the afcendant
watching the natal hour of his
favourite, and averting the ill
effe@s of her parents miftaken
fondnefs - For Pheebus, as the
ﬂm. of Wit, confers {:\.]ﬁ 153
an u, a5 one of thea 1{tronomi I
influences, defeats the .1d en-
titious byas of educat 1011.

I'n conclufion, the great Mo-
ral from both thefe i* siftles to-
gether is, that the two rareft
things in cl‘“ Nature are a Dis-
INTERESTED MAN, .mni A
REASONABLE VWOMAN,

O3
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EPISTLE I11.

4 -

Alfen  Lord  Bathurft.

ARG WM OB N
Of the Ufe of RICHES.

THAT it is known to few, moft falling into one of the
extremes, Avarice or Profufien, y 1, &c. The Point
difenfs’d, whether the invention of Money bas becn more
commodious, or pernicious to Mankind, ¥ 21 to 27, That
Riches, either to the Avaricious or the Prodigal, cannot
afford Happinefs, fearcely Neceflaries, ¥ 89 to 160,
That Avarice is an abfolute Frenzy, without an End or
Purpofe, Y 113,8¢. 152. Conjeltures about the Mao-
fives of dvaricions men, ¥ 121 tQ 153. -~ That the con-
duét of men, with refpelt to Riches, can only be accounted
Jor by the OrRDER oF Provivence, which works the
general Good out of Extremesyand brings all to its great
End by perpetual Revolutions, ¥-161to 178. Howa
Mider aéts upon Principles which appear to bim veafon-
able, ¥ 179. How e Prodigal does the fame, ¥ 1909.
The dug Medinm, and true ufe of Riches, ¥ 51 9. The
Man of Rofs, ¥ 250. The fate of the Profufe and
the Coverous, in two examples s both miferable in Life
and in Death, ¥ 300, &c.  The Story of Sir Balaam,
¥ 339 to the end.

L
|

--.r—_.:-'u; T

ey
i

S

T TR

e ——




o i e




w o o e ma—— - . et T g, S -

Plate XTV, '.I!‘f:.‘.' I face g p. 275, |

IR T T

{;?u‘f'; 'f-";:r/ :r/,;ff e
T, 1] 4 - P i >
l//A:rJ dtﬁ{’.}?‘.’f{?ﬁr_. /I{’ffﬂ.ﬂ'?}'ﬂzﬂ}{%gn_ég AL (?fff_w/(a r_/ﬁ’_:;?‘f 5
A / z / ; < / 7.1
b e 0l ELEIV AV t'fffﬁ-‘c?d‘z{/a?"?‘z(_ﬁ-?wr;ﬁ_.
i_';"_“{‘" L;&w"‘ @ Reser 207 L0 Reeetr arnd, ay‘}(zr#..f’j e
://;/.; iteat a Foradzert ,.7((3:((‘7;:;?_'.- //r/;'(;/;;x r_y?{’(-‘ =
s

r’;fl S OFL .‘f?f}r,ﬁfr'.z .




“dence.  But as, in thofe times,

T Tl L e et B SE

[ 215]
rPI S E Ll 111.

n HO thall decide, when Doltors difagree,
And foundeft Cafuifts doubt, like you
and me ?
You hold the word, from Jove to Momus oiv’n,

That Man was made the ftanding jeft of Heav’'ng

CoMMENTARY:

Eprsrre 117 This Epiftle was written after a violent out-
cry againft our Author, on a fuppofition that he had ridiculed a
worthy nobleman merely for his wrong tafte. He juftified him-
felf upon that article in a letter to the Earl of Burlington ; atthe
end of which are thefe words: I have learnt that there arc
< forme who would rather be wicked than ridiculous;; antl there-
¢¢ fore it may be fafer to attack vices than follies. 1 will there=
¢¢ fore leave my betters in the quiet poflefiion of their idols, therr
<€ oroves, and their high places; and change my fubjeét from
¢ their pride to their meannefs, from their vanities to their mi-
¢ feries 3 and as the only certain way to avoid mifconftructions,
¢t to leffen offence, and not to multiply ill-natured applicationsy
¢« T may probably, in my next, make ufe of real names inftead
% of fictitious ones.” P.

VER. 1. #Whe fball decide, Tc.] The addrefs of the Introdic-
tion (from.y I to 21) is remarkable : The poet reprefents him-
flf and the noble Lord his friend, as in.a converfution, philo-
fophifing on the final caufe of Riches and it proceeds by way of

NoTES.

Ver. 3. Momus giv'n,| A= ‘ came to be at the head of the
mongit the carlieft abufes of | old Free-thinkers.  -Him, the
reafon, one of the firft was to | Mythologifts very ing{'}‘,iuuﬂ}"
cavil at the ways of Provi- | made the Son of Slep and

| Night, and {o, C.Jr.f-.:qf.u::lt'i}',
every Vice as well as Virtue, | half-brother to Dulnefs. Buk
had its Patron-God, Momus !-having been much. e ployed »

O 4
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216 MORAL ESSAYS., Ep IIL

And Gold but fent to keep the fools in play, 5

For fome to heap, and fome to throw away.
But I, who think more highly of our kind,

(And furely, Heav’n and I are of a mind )

Opine, that Nature, as in duty bound,

Deep hid the thining mifchief under ground : 1o

CoMMENTARY.

dialogue, which moft writers ufe to hide want of method ; our
Author only to foften and enliven the drynefs and feverity of'it.
You (fays the poet)

— hold the word [from Fove to Momus o
But I, who think more highly of our kind, é5e.
Ofﬁ:}fd r’éat —’I\'"raf-'ﬂ"t.‘} te.

As much as to fay, *“ You, my Lord, hold the fubject we are
*¢ upon as fit only for Satire ; I, on the contrary, efteem it a
“¢ cafe of Philofophy and profound Ethics + But as we both
£¢ agree in the main Principle, that Riches were not given for the
€ reward of Virtue, but for very different purpafes (See E(fay on
¢ Man, Ep. iv.) let us compromife the matter, and confider
¢¢ the fubje& jointly, both under your idea and mine, 7. ¢. Sati-
*¢ Yically and Philofophically.”’—And this, in fact, we {hall find
to be the true character of this poem, which is a Species pecu-
liar to itfelf, and partaking equally of the nature of his Ethic
£piftles and his Satires, as the beit pieces of Lucian arofe from
2 combination of the Dialogues of Plato, and the Scenes of Arifte-
Pphanes,  This it will be neceflary to carry with us, if we would
fee either the #it or the Reafining of this Epiftle in their true
licht.
NorTes.

in afteér ages, by the Gree# Sa- | facred to controverfy and high
tirifts, he came, at laft, to pafs | debate.

for a #4t 5 and under thisidea, VER. . —that Nature, as
he is to be confidered in the | in duly bound,] This, though
place before us. ludicroufly, is yet exaélly, ex-

VERi 9. Opine,] A term ) prefled 5 “to fhew, that, by
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But when by Man’s audacious labour won,

Flam’d forth this rival to, its Sire, the Sun,

Then careful Heav’n fupply’d two forts of Men,

To fquander Thefe, and Thofe to hide agen.

Like Doors thus, when much difpute has paft,

We find our tenets juft the {fame at laft, ib

Both fairly owning, Riches, in eftect,

No grace of Heav’n or token of th’Elect;
Giv’n to the Fool, the Mad, the Vain, the Evil,
To Ward, to Waters, Chartres, and the Devil. 20

NoTES.

Nuature, the poet meant, not
the God of nature, but the in-
firument and fubftitute of his
providence,

VER. 12. Flam’d forth this
rival to, its Sire, the Sum,)
The rival of its Sire in its
brightnefs, and in its power of
drawing mankind into error
and delufion; the two firft
idols of the world, #atural and
moral, being the Sun and
Gold.

VER.20. Joun WARD of
Hackney Efq; Member of Par-
liament, being profecuted by
the Duchefs of Buckingham,
and convicted of Forgery,
was firft expelled the Houfe,
and then ftood in the Pillory
on the 17th of March 1727.
He was fufpecled of joining in

a conveyance with Sir John
Blunt; to fecrete fifty thou-
fand pounds of that Director’s
Eftate, forfeited to the South-
Sea company by Act of Par-
liament. The Company re-
covered the fifty thoufand
pounds againft Ward 3 but he
{fet up prior conveyances of
his real eftate to his brother
and fon, and conceal’d all his
perfonal, which was computed
to be one hundred and fifty
thoufand pounds. Thefe con-
veyances being alfo fet afide by
a bill in Chancery, Ward was
imprifoned, and hazarded the
forfeiture of his life, by not
giving in his effects till the laft
day, which was that of his
examination. During his con-
finement, his amufement was

o
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B.W hat Nature wants, commodious Gold beftows,

*T'is thus we eat the bread another {fows.

COMMENTARY.

VER. 21. What Nature wants, &¢.] Having thus fettled the
terms of the Debate, before he comes to the main Que/fion, the
Ufe of Riches, it was neceflary to difcufs a previous one, whe-
ther indeed they are, up(m the whole, ufeful to mankind ornot;
(which he does from ¥ 20to 77.) It is Lommonly obferwd,
fays he [fmm ¥ 21 to 35) That Gold moft commodioufly fupplics the
wants of Nature: ¢ Let us firft confider the propofition in ge-
¢ seral, both in Matter and Expreffion 5 1. Asit ru’mds the Sup-
¢ ply; and this we fhall find to be very unequal : 2. As it regards
¢ the Wants ; and thefe, we fhall fee, arevery rmfhrﬂwm J.mc]"r

NorTEs.

to give poifon to dogsand cats, | money at exorbitant intereft
and fee them expire by flower { and on great penalties, “ac-
or quicker torments. Tof{um | cumulating premium, intereft,
up the worth of this gentle- | and capital into a new capital,
man, at the feveral era’s of | and feizing to 2 minute when
his life, At his ftanding in | the payments became due ; in
the Pillory he was worth above | a word, by a conftant atten-
two hundred thoufand pounds; | tion to the vices, wants, and
at his commitment to Prifon, | follies of mankind, he ac-
he was worth one hundred and | quired an immenfe fortune.
_ﬁj 2y ff?’ﬂfm!d but has been | His houfe was a perpetual
fince fo far diminifhed in his | bawdy-houfe. He was twice
reputation, as to be thought a | cendemn’d for rapss, and par-
worfe man by fifty or fixty | doned; but the laft time not
thoufand. P. without imprifonment in New-

IFr. CHARTRES, a man | gate, and large confifcations.
infamous for all manner of | He died in Scotland in 1731,
vices. When he was an en- | aged 62. The populace at
fign in the army, he was | his funeral rais’d a great riot,
drumm’d out of the regi- | almofl tore the body out of the
ment for a cheat; he was | coffin, and caft dead dogs,
next banifh’d Bruflels, and | &¢. into the grave along with
drumm’d out of Ghent on | it.  The following Epitaph
the fime account. After a | contains his charalter very
hundred tricks at the gaming- | juftly drawn by Dr, Arbuth-
tables, he took to lending of } not:
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P. But how unequal it beftows, obferve,

'Tis thus we riot, while, who fow it, ftarve:

CoMMENTARY.
¢ that term, all our fantaftic and imaginary, 2s well as real
¢¢ wants being comprized. Hitherto the ufe is not very ap-

NorTEs,
HE R E continueth to rot
The Body of FRANCIS CHARTRES,
Who with an INFLEXIBLE CONSTANCY,
and INtMiTaBLE UnrrormiTy of Life,
PERSISTED,
In fpite of AGE and INFIRMITIES,

In the Pracice of Every Human VicE;
Excepting Propigarrry and HyrocrIsy -
His infatiable Avarick exempted him from the firft,
His matchlefs ImpupENCE from the fecond.
Nor was he more fingular
in the undeviating Pravity of his Manners,
Than fuccefsful
in Accumulating WEALTH,

For, without TRADE or PROFESSION,
Without TrusT of Pusric MonEy,
And without BRIBE-WORTHY Service,

He acquired, or more properly created,

A MiINIsSTERIAL EsTATE.

He was the only Perfon of his Time,

Who could caEAT without the Mafk of HoNESTY,
Retain his Primeval MEANNESS
When poffefs’d of TN TrHoUsAND a Year,

! And having daily deferved the GIBBET for what he did,
: Was at laft condemn’d to.it for what he could not do.

'! 'Oh Indignant Reader !

Think not his Life ufelefs to Mankind !

ProvipexcE conniv’d at his execrable Defigns,
To give to After-ages
A confpicuous PrRoor and ExAMPLE,
Of how fmall Eftimation is Exorsrrant WEALTH

e in-the Sight of ' GOD,
By his beftowing it on themoft UN WORTHY.Of ALL MORTALS.
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What Nature wants (a phrafe I much diftruft) 25
Extends to Luxury, extends to Luft:

CoOMMENTARY.

€¢ parent. Letus in the fecond place, therefore, confider the
“¢ propofition in particular, o how Gold fupplies the zwants of
¢ Nature both in private and public life: 1. As to private;
“¢ itaids us, indeed, to fupport life; but it, at the fame time,
“¢ hires the affaffin: 2. As to Society; it may procure Friend-
<¢ fhips and extend Trade; but it allures Robbers, and corrupts
€¢ our acquaintance. 3. As to Government 5 it pays the Guards
¢¢ neceflary for the fupport of public liberty; but it may, with :
€¢ the fame eafe, bribe a Senate to overturn it.” :
The matter, therefore, being thus problematical, the poet, in- j
ftead of formally balancing between the Gosd and 1, chufes to
leave this previous Queflion undetermined (as Tacitus had done
before him ; where, fpeaking of the ancient Germans, he fays,
Argentum et aurum propitii aut irati Dii negaverint dubito;) and

NoTEs.
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This Gentleman was worth
Jeven thoufand pounds a year
eftate in Land, and about one
bundred thoufand in Money. P.

Mr. WaTEgRs, the third
of thefe worthies, was a2 man
no way refembling the former
in his military, but extremely
fo in his civil capacity; his
great fortune having been
rais’d by the like diligent at-
tendance on the neceflities of
others. But this gentleman’s
biftory muft be deferred till
his death, when his warth may
be known more certainly. P.

VER. 20.— Chartres and

the Devil] Alluding to the
vulgar opinion, that all mines
of metal and {ubterraneous
treafures are in the guard of
the Devil: which feems to
have taken its rife from the
pagan fable of Plutus the God
of Riches.

VER. 21. What Nature
wants, commodious Gold be-
Sews, ] The epithet commodious
gives us the very proper idea of
a Bawd or Pander 3 and this
thought produced the two fol-
lowing lines, which were in all
the former editions, but, for
their bad reafoning, omitted,

And if we count amongit the needs of life
Another’s Toil, why not another’s Wife;

2




Ep.III. MORAL ESSAYS. 221
Ufeful, T grant, it ferves what life requires,
But dreadful too, the dark Affaffin hires:

B. Trade it may help, Society extend.

P. But lures the Pyrate, and corrupts the Friend.

B. It raifes Armies in a Nation’s aid. 31

P. But bribes a Senate, and the Land’s betray’d.

COMMENTARY.
£alls at once upon what he efteems the principal of thefe abufes,
public Corrupiion.

For having in the laft inftance, of the Ufe of Riches in Go=
vernment, fpoken of wenal Senates, he goes on to lament the
mifchief as defperate and remedilefs 5 Gold, by its power to
corrupt with Secrecy, defeating all the efforts of public Spirit,
whether exerted in the Courage of Heroes, or in the Wifdom
of Patriots. 2

'Tis true indeed (continues the poet from ¥ 34 to 40) the
very weight of the Bribery has fometimes detected the Cor-
ruption :

From the crackd bag the dropping Guinea {poke, G'c.

But this inconvenience was foon repaired, by the invention of
Paper credit : Whofe dreadful effefls on public Liberty he de-
feribes in all the colouring of his poetry, heightened by the
warmeft concern for virtue; ‘which now makes him willing to
give up, as it were, the previous queftion, in a paffionate wifh
(from # 48 to gq) for the return of that incumbrance attendant
on public Corruption, before the {o commen ufe of money.

And pleafed with this flattering idea, he goes on (from ¥ 58 to
%7) to thew the other advantages that would accrue from Riches
enly in kind; which are, that neither Avarice could contrive to
hoard, nor Predigaliiy to lavith, in fo mad and boundlefs 2 man-
ner s they do at prefent. Here he fhews particularly, in a fine
ironical defcription of the embarras on Gamingy how effectually
it would eradicate that execrable practice.

But this whole Digreffion (from ¥ 34 t2 77) has another very
tncommon beauty ; for, at the fame time that it arifes naturally
from the /a/7 confideration in the debate of the previeus Queflian
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In vain may Heroes fight, and Patriots rave;

222

If fecret Gold fap on from knave to knave,

Once, we confefs, beneath the Patriot’s cloak; 43

From the crack’d bag the dropping Guinea fpoke,

And gingling down the back-ftairs, told the crew,

¢ Old Cato is as great a Rogue as you.”

Bleft paper-credit! laft and beft fupply !

That lends Corruption lighter wings to fly ! 40
COMMENTARY.

it artfully denounces, in our entrance on the main Queftion, the

principal topics intended to be employed for the dilucidation of
it, namely Avarice; ProrFusion, and Pupric Corrup-

TION:

NoTES.

VER. 33.— and Patrists
rave ;] The charalter of mo-
dern Patriots was, in the opi-
nion of our poet, very egui-
vocal; as the mame was un-
diftinguifhingly beftowed on
every one in oppofition to the
court 3 of whofe virtues he
gives a hint in ¥ 139 of this
Epiftle. . Agreeably to. thefe
fentiments, his predicate of
them here is as equivocal,

In vain—may Patriots rave ;
which they may do either in
earnelt or in jeft; and is a
conduct, in the opinion of
Sempronius in the Play, bef

fitted to hide their game.
VER. 34. If fecret Gold |

fap on Jrom kiave to kzave. ]

The expreffion is fine, and
gives us the image of a place
invefted, where the approaches
are made by communications
which fupport each other; as
the connexionsamongft knaves,
after they have been taken in
by a ftate engineer, ferve to
fcreen and encourage one. an-
other’s private corruptions.
VER. 35.— beneath the Pa-
triot’s cloak,] This is a true
ftory, which happened in the
reign of WilliamIIl. to an
unlufpected old Patriot, who
coming out at the back-door
from having been clofeted by
the King, where he had re-
ceived a large bag of Guineas,
the burfting of the bag difco-

. vered his bufinefs there. P.
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Gold imp’d by thee, can compafs hardeft things,
Can pocket States, can fetch or carry Kings;

A fingle leaf fhall waft an Army o'er,

Or thip off Senates to a diftant Shore ;

A leaf, like Sibyl’s, fcatter to and fro 45
Our fates and fortunes, as the winds {hall blow:
Pregnant with thoufands flits the Scrap unfeen,
And filent fells 2 King, or buys a Queen.

Oh! that fuch bulky Bribes as all might fee,
Still, as of old, incumber’d Villainy ! 50
Could France or Rome divert our brave defigns,
With all their brandies or with all their wines?

VARIATIONS
After ¥ so. 1n the MS.
To break a truft were Peter brib’d with wine,
Peter| *twould pofe as wife a head as thine.

NoTEs.

- VER. 42— fetch or carry | VER. 44. Or fhupoff’ Senates
Kings;] In our author’s time, } 10 [ome diftant Shore ;) Alludes
many Princes had been fent ; to feveral Minifters, Coun-
about the wotld, and great | fellors, and Patriots banifhed
changes of Kings projected in in our times to Siberia, and to
Europe. The partition-treaty | that MORE GLORIOUS FATE
had-difpofed of Spain; France | of the PARLIAMENT of
had fet up a King for Eng- | PARIs, banifhed to Pontoife
land, who was fent to Scot- | in the year 1720. Pa

land, and back again; King VER. 47. Pregnant. with
Staniflaus was fent to Poland, | thoufands fiits the Scrap un-
and back again; the Duke of | feen, ] The imagery is very
Anjou was fent to Spain, and | fublime, and alludes to the
Don Carlos to Italy. P. courfe of a deftroying pefti-

|
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Ep. 1L

What could they more than Knights and Squires

confound,

Or water all the Quorum ten miles round ?

A Statefman’s flumbers how this fpeech would {poil!

“ Sir, Spain has fent a thoufand jars of oil§ 56
¢ Huge bales of Britith cloth blockade the door;
¢ A hundred oxen at your levee toar.”

Poor Avarice one torment more would find ;

Nor could Profufion fquander all in kind. 6o

Aftride his cheefe Sir Morgan might we meet ;

And Worldly crying coals from ftreet to ftreet,

Whom with a wig {fo wild, and mien fo maz’d,

Pity miftakes for fome poor tradefman craz’d.

Had Colepepper’s whole wealth been hopsand hogs,
Could he him{elf have fent it to the dogs ? 66
His Grace will game: to White’s a Bull be led,

With fpurning heels and with a butting head.

NorTEs.

lence: . The Pfalmift, in his
expreflion of the pefilence that
walketh in darknefs, fupplied
him with the grandeur of his
idea.

VER. 63. Some Mifers of
great wealth, proprietors of
the coal-mines, had entered at
this time into an ailociation to
keep up coals to an extrava-
gant price,. whereby the poor

were reduced almoft to ftatve,
till one of them taking the ad-
vantage of underfelling the
reft, defeated the defign. One
of thefe Mifers was worth ten
thoufand, another feven thou-
Jfand a year. P.

VER. 65. Colepepper] Sir
Wirriam COLEPEPPER;
Bart. a perfon of an ancient
family; and ample fortunes
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To White’s be catry’d, as to ancient games,

Fair Courfers, Vafes, and alluring Dames. 70
Shall then Uxorio, if the ftakes he {weep,

Bear home fix Whores, and make his Lady weep?
Or foft Adonis, {fo perfum’d and fine,

Drive to St. James’s a whole herd of {wine ?

Oh filthy check on all induftrious fkill, 8
To fpoil the nation’s laft great trade, Quadrille!
Since then, my Lord, on fuch a World we fall,
What fay you? B. Say? Whytakeit, Gold andall,

VARIATIONS.
VER. 77. Since then, &¢] Tn the former Edd.
Well then, fince with the world we ftand or fall,
Conie take it as we find it; Gold and all.

COMMENTARY:

VER. 77. Since theny, my Lord, on fuch a World &'c.] Having
thus ironically defcribed the incumbrance which the want of
money would occafion to all criminal excefles in the ufe of
Riches, particularly to Gaming; which being now become of
public concern, he affeéts much regard to:

Ob filthy check on all indufrious JRilly :
To fpoil the Nation's lafi great tradey Quadrille !

NoTks.
without one other quality of a | fift upon borrowing and beg-
Gentleman, who; after ruin- | ging; rather than to enter Intd
ing himfelf at the Gaming- | any reputable method of lifey
table, paft the reft of hisdays | and refufing a poft in the army
in_fitting there to fee the ruin | which was offered him. - Ps
of others; preferring to {ub- 5

F.
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P. What Riches give us let us then enquire :

,Meat,- Fire, and Cloaths.' B, Whatmore? P, Meat,
i : Cloaths, and Fire, e

;'.#L
il CoMMENTARY.

be concludes the previous Queftion without deciding it, in the
| fame ir¢uical manner,

Since then, my Lord, on fuch a Werld we fall -
What fay you? Say? Whytake it, Gold and all.

i That s, fince for thefe great purpofes we muft have Money, let
us now ferzsu/ly inquire into.its true Ule.
= ot . - €5 s 4
VER. 79. What Riches give us &c.] He examines therefore
in.the fryf place (from ¥ 78 w0 97) L. OF what Ufe Riches are
1o ourfelves :

What Riches give us let us then tnguire -
Meat, Fireyand Cloaths, Hhat more 2Wear Cleaths, and Fire
3 3 > 2 .

The mere urn of the expreflion here fhews, without further
reafoning, that all the infinite ways of fpending on eurfelves,
contrived in the infolence of Wealth, by thofe who would more
i | than live, are only thefe three things diverfified throughout every
' wearied mode of Luxury and Wantonnefs.

Yet as little as this is, adds the poet (from ¥ 871 to 85) it is
=. enly to be had by the moderate ufe of Riches; Avarice and Pro-
fufion not allowing the pofleflors of the moft exorbitant wealth
cven this-little s

e e g

Ll Alas ! ’tis more than Turner finds they rive.
o .

i 1 Alas I tis more than (all bis Vi fions pajt)
i Unbappy Wharton, wakiz 10y found Gt lafi 1
W But what is it you would expect them to give ? continues the
' i poet (from ¥ 84 to g1) Vould '}.U.u have them Capableof e
r |ii: Sering thf}:ﬂ? real Eblc-ﬁingw,‘w‘hich men have /5/f by their Pices |
. ,. { or their Villainies 5 or f_.)f Jatisfying thofe imarinary ones, which _|
| they have gotten by their wrregular Appetites and Paffions Thefes

fure, the bad or foolith man- cannot have the face to demand ;

amtl-thofe, by the wife proyifion of Nature, Riches are incapable
of giving, if he had. ' :

2
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1s this too little? would you more than live?

Alas! ’tis more than Turner finds they give,

Alas! ’tis more than (all his Vifions paft)
Unhappy Wharton, waking, found at laft!

What can they give? to dying Hopkins, Heirs; 35
To Chartres, Vigour ; Japhet, Nofe and Ears?

COMMENTARY.
But now admit, putfues ouf author (from 9o to g7) that
wealth might, in fome cafes, alleviate the unmerited miferies of
life, by procuring medicines both for the mind and body ; yet it

NoTEss

VeRr. 82. Turner] One, | VER. 8¢. Hopkins,] A Ci-
who, being poffefled of three tizen, whofe rapacity obtained
hundred thoufand pounds, laid | bim the name of Fultur
down his Coach, becaufe In- | Hopkins. He lived worthlefs,
tereft was reduced from five | but died worth three bundred
to four per cent. and then put thoufand poundss which he
feventy thoufand into the Cha- would give to no perfon
ritable Corporation for better living, but left it fo as not to
intereft ;* which fum having | be inherited till ‘after the fe-

Ioft, he took it fo much to | cond seneration.  His counfel
heart, that he kept his cham- reprefenting to him how many

ber ever after. It is thought he | years it muft be, before this
would not have outlived it; but could take effect, and that his
that he ‘was heir to another | money could only lie at inter~
confiderable eftate, which he | eit all that time, he expreiled
daily expected, and that by | great joy thereat, and faid,
this courfe of life he faved both | ¢ They would then be as long

cloaths and all other ex- | ¢ in {pending; as he had been
- l . b,. Ty 1
pences. P, ¢¢.in eetting it DBut the
7 : =i = © 2 RS P o
VER. 84. Unbappy 1vhar- Chancery afterwards fet ange
ton,] A Nobleman of great the will, -and gave it to the
. — o
e ~ - 1 + 1 'l
qualities, but as unfortunate in | neir at 1aw. i :
the application of them, as if N ER. 86. Faphet, Nofe and

See his Chara&er in the firft | alias Qir Peter Stranger, W2as

A 5 i : Yy ” =
Epiftle, P. ¢ punifhed with the lots of thofe

they had been vicesandfollies. Ears #] “JAPHET Crook;,
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Can they, in gems bid pallid Fiippid glow

In Fulvia’s buckle eafe the throbs below;
Or heal, old Narfes, thy obfcener ail, |
With all th’embroid’ty plaifter’d at thy tail?; §o |
‘They ‘might {were Harpax not too wife to {pend) '1
Give Harpax felf the bleffing of a Friend;
Or find fome Dofor that would fave the life |

Of wretched Shylock, fpite of Shylock’s Wife : ‘

But thoufinds die, without or this or that, 9§

Die, andendow a College, or a Cat.

COMMENTARY.

is not ta be thought it fhould aperate like a C.m;m, while only
worn about one : “Yet this, . thefe poar, men of pelf expe&t from
1t 3 while Awarice, on the one lmnu, with-holds them from giving
at all, even.to the Doffor in extremity ;. or Vapity diverts the
donation from a Friend in life, to the E ndowment of a Cat ov
Collgge at their death. It is true, Riches might give the greateft
of all bleflings, a wirtasus confcionfnefs of our hdvmw ¢mployed

them as becamic the [ubflitutes of Prrvidence,
Do eafe or emulate the care of Heav'n, ¥ 230.

in alts'of BeNerFicexce and CHARITY 3 and this UJe is next

to beiconfidered: |

NoTEs.
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parts, for-having forged a con-
eeyance of an Eftate to him-
felf, upon’ which:he took up
feveral thoufand pounds.  He
was at the fame time fued in
Chancery for: having, fraudu-
lently - obtained a W ill, by
which - he purﬂfied another
conirderable Eftate, in wrong

[ of the brother of the deceafed:
| By thefe means he was tworth
a great fum, which {in reward

executor. - P,

for the {mall lofs of his ears)
he enjoyed in prifon till his
death, and quietly left- to his

VER. gbs  Dies and endotw
@ Gollege,or a Cati] - A famous:
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To fome, indeed, Heav’'n grants the happier fate,
T’enrich a Baftard, or a Son they hate,

Perhaps you think the Poor might have their part?

Bond damns the Poor,and hates them from hisheart :

CoOMMENTARY.

VER. 97. Tr‘f'm , indeed, Gc.] For now the poet comes

, the fecond place, to examing, IL. Of what ufe Riches are 12
-J.L{M . which he teaches, as is his way throughout this poem?
by the abufe that ftands {npuﬂ,d toit: 1 ln": he fhews (from ¥ g6
to 107) that with rega ird to alts of Bensficence, the utmoft Hea-
ven wnl grant to thofe who fo greatly ;wuw its bleflings, is either
to enrich fome favourite Baffard, and {o perpetua ate their vice
and mfﬂmy ; Or f.]fe, contrary to their inteat, a legitimate Son
*'.n,. bated, and fo expofe to public {corn and 11 L.mdf:, the de-
feat of thur umn.tuml cruelty. But with regard to adts of
Charity, they are given up to fo reprobate a ﬂ.n{u., as to believe
they are then feconding the defigns of Heaven, when they pur-
fue the indigent with lll‘il)‘CC;.{.oula, or leave them in the - midft
of their diftrefles unrelieved, 2s the common enemies of God
and Man.

NogES

Dutchefs of B. in her laft Will | three of the managers, who
left confiderable légacies and | werce Inem!_‘:ers of the houfe,
annuities to her Cats. P. were expelled. By the report

VER. 100, Bond damns the | of the Committee, appoint ted
Poory &5¢c’] This epiftle was | to LE‘quhl-. into that iniquitous

—+

written in the year 1730,when | atiair, it appears, that when it
a corporation was eitablithed | was objes ch to the ;.tcnded
to lend money to the poor up- removal of the office, that the
on pleg; zes, by the name of the | Poor, for wholfe ufe it was
Charitable Carperation ; but the erected, would be hurt by ity
whole was turned only to an P;mf, one of the Directors,
replied, Damn the Poor. Tha

¢ (3od hates thn: poor, ’? and,

¢ That eve: mm in want 1s
he icnm-‘::cnr f-ul tgc. were the

iniquitous method of enrich-
ing particular people, to the
ruin of fuch numbers, that it
became a parliamentary con-
cern to endeavour the relief of | genuine apathegms of fome of
thofe unhappy fuffersrs, and pufmns here mentioned. F.

Vou Ill. Pis

o
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The grave Sir Gilbert holds it for a rule, 101
That ““ ev’ry man in want is knave or fool

““ God cannot love (fays Blunt, with tearlefs eyes)
¢ The wretch he ftarves’—and pioufly denies : |
But the good Bifhop, with a mecker air, 105 i

Admits, and leaves them, Providence’s care.
Yet, to be juit to thefe poor men of pelf,
Each does but hate his neighbour as himfelf :

COMMENTARY.

VER. 107. ¥et, 20 be juff, &¢c.] Having thus fhewn the 772
zfe of Riches in a defcription of the abu/e, and how that ufe is
1umr:tm]h defeated by Profufion and Avarice ; it was natral
to enquire into the fpring and original of thefe vices; asthe abufe
they occafion, muft be well underf} 'ood, before it can be cor-
reCted. The :.‘{’}-oudah, therefore, of his {1"_[LL-L now calls
upon him to come to [h, Philofophy of it: And he examines
FLLIUC.I.LH']} into the Astives of Avarice - But what 15 obfervable,
he, all along, fatirically intermixes with the real motives, feveral

= T

NoTEs.

A

VER. o That ev’ry man | due. And then want of fuceefs
n want 15 /hmﬁ or fool:} None | will of courfe be imputed to
are more fubject to be c!:.lL'(L d | want of wit.
by this vain ntﬂuke, that pru- VER. 105, But the good Bi-
dence does all in human affairs | foop, &'c.) In this place, and in
than thofe who have been moft | the firf} Dialogue of 738,
befriended by Fortune. The |the Poet had named a very
reafon is, that, in this fitua- | worthy Perfon of Condition,
tion Prudence has never been | who, for a courfe of many
brought to the tefty nor Vandty § years had fhined in public Sta-
ever mortified. So that the firft | tionsmuch to the advantage and
will be always ready to take to | honour of his Country. But be-
herfelf what fortune encour- | ing at once o ]nTL{le by popu-
ages the other to call her | lar prejudice and a public cen-

C—r
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Damn’d to the Mines, an equal -fate-betides
The Slave that digs it, and the Slave that hides.

B. Who fuffer thus, mere Charity fhould own,

Muft a& on motives pow’rful, tho’ unknown.

P. Some War,{ome Plague, or Famine they forelee,

Some Revelation hid from you and me,

Why Shylock wants a meal, the caufe is found
He thinks a Loaf will rife to fifty pound. 116

CoOMMENTARY,

imaginary ; and thofe as wild as imagination could conceive.

This, which at firft ficht might feem to vitiate the purpofe of

his philsfophical inguiry, is found, when duly confidered, tohave
quiry, > ) >

the higlicﬁ art of defien.

rove that the read motives had the higheft extravagancy: No-
o [~ o

His bufinefs, the reader fees, was to

T

thing could more conduce to thisend, than the fetting them by,
and comparing them with, the moft extravagant that the fancy
itfelf could invent; in which fituation it was feen,. that the real

were full as wild as the fiifitrous

To give thefe images all the

force they were capable of, he firft defcribes (from ¥ 118.t0123;

NoTES.

fure, it was no wonder, the
poet, to whom he was perfon-
ally a ftranger, fhould think
hardly 'of him. T had the ho-
nour to be well known to this
truly illuftrious Perfon, and to
be greatly obliged by him.
From my intimate knowledge
of his Character, [ was fully
perfuaded  of ~ his innocence,
and that he was unwarily drawn
i by a pack - of ‘infamous

Cheats, to his great Jofs of

fortune as well as reputation.

At my requeft, therefore, the
poet with much fatisfadtion re-
tracted, and ftruck out, in both
places, his ili-grounded cen-
fure. I have fince" had the
pleafure to underftand, from
the beft authority, that my fa-
vourable fentiments of ~ him
have lately been fully " juftified
inthe courfe of fome proceed-
ings"in the high court of Chan-
cery, the moft unérring mvef-
tif__g;‘lt'ur of Truth and® Fiife-
‘hood.” = ;
P 4
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What made Dire@ors cheat in South-fea year ?
To live on Ven’fon when it fold fo dear.

Afk you why Phryne the whole Aucion buys ?

Phryne forefees a general Excife. iza
Why fhe and Sappho raife that monftrous fum ?
Alas! they fear a man will coft a plum,

CoMmmMENTARY.
the real and a different imaginary motive in the fame perfon :
and then (from y 122 to 133) an maginary one, and a real the
very fame with the imaginary, in diferent perfons. This ad-
drefs the poet himfelf alludes to, ¥ 153.

Lefs mad the wildef! whimfey we can frame, &e.

Let me obferve, that this has ftill a further beauty, arifiny from
the nature of the poem, which (as we have fhewn) is partly
Sfatirical, and partly philsfophical.—With regard to the parti-
éular beauties of this difpofition, I fhall only take notice of one;
where the poet introduces the fictitious motive of Blunt's avarice,
by a wizard’s prophecy : :

s¢ At length Corruption, like a gen’ral flaod
% (Solong by watchful Minifters withfleod )
€< Shall deluge all 5 and Av’sice creeping on
“¢ Spread like a low-born mift, and blyt the § un, &'¢. I
<< See Britain funk in lucre's fordid charms,
- %¢ And France reveng’d on Amne’s and Edward’s arms ! |

For it was the poet’s purpofe, in this poem, to thew, that the :
ain and principal abufe of Riches arifes from AvARICE. '

NorTeEs,
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VER. 118. To live on Ven'-
fon] In the extravagance
and luxury of the South-fea
year, the price of a haunch of
Venifon was from three to
five pounds. P.

VER. 120. — general Ex-

cife ] Many people about the
year 1733, had a conceit that
fuch a thing was intended, of
which it is not improbable
this lady might have fome in-
timation. P,
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Wile Peter fees the World’s refpett for Gold,
And therefore hopes this Nation may be fold:

Glorious Ambition ! Peter, fwell thy ftore,

12§

And be what Rome’s great Didius was before,

The Crown of Poland, venal twice an age
: ) 5

To juft three millions ftinted modeft Gage.

But nobler {cenes Maria’s dreams unfold,

Hereditary Realms, and worlds of Gold.

130

Congenial fouls! whofe life one Av’rice joins,

And one fate buries in th’ Afturian Mines.

Much injur’d Blunt ! why bears he Britain’s hate?

A wizard told him in thefe words our fate :

NorTEs.

VER, 123. #ife Peter] PE-
TER WALTER, aperfon not
only eminent in the wifdom of
his profeffion, as a dextrous at-
torney, but allowed to be a
good, if not a fafe, convey-
ancer ; extremely refpected by
the Nobility of this land, tho’
free from all manner of luxury
and oftentation: his Wealth
was never feen, and his bounty
never heard of, except to his
own fon, for whom he pro-
cured an employment of con-
fiderable profit, of which he
gave him as much as was ze-
ceffary. ‘Therefore the taxing
this gentleman with any Am-
bition, is certainly a great
wrong to him, P

VERr, 126. Rome's great
Didius] A Reman Lawyer, fo
rich as to purchafe the Empire
when it was fet to fale upon
the death of Pertinax. P.

Ver. 127, The Crown of
Poland, &¢.] The two perfons
here mentioned were of Qua-
lity, each of whom in the Mif-
fifippi defpis’d to realize above
three hundred thoufand pounds ;
the Gentleman with a view to
the purchafe of theCrown of Po-
land, the Lady ona vifion of the
like royal nature. Theyfince
retired into Spain, where they
are {till in fearch of gold in the
mines of the Afturies. P.

VER. 133 Much “injur’d
Blunt!] Sic Jousx BLUNT,
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““ At length Corruption, like a gen’ral flood, 133
““ (So.long by watchful Minifters withftood)
« Shall deluge all; and Av’rice creeping on,

“ Spread like a low-born mift, and blot the Sun;
« Statefman and Patriot ply alike the ftocks,

““ Peerefs and Butler fhare alike the Box, 140
““ And Judges job, and Bifhops bite the town,

¢ And zﬁighty Dukes pack cards for half a crown:

¢ See Britain {unk in lucre’s fordid charms,

¢ And France reveng’d of AxnEg’s and EDWARD’S
=

€ arms

NoTEsS,

eriginally a ferivener, was one
of the firft projectors of the
South-fea company, and after-
wards one of the direGors and
chief managers of the famous
fcheme in 1720. He was al-
fo one of thofe who fuffer’d
moft feverely by the bill of
pains and penalties on the faid
directors, - He was a Diffenter
ofa moft religious deportment,
and profefs’d to be a great be-
hever. - Whether he did real-
ly credit the prophecy here
mentioned is not certain, but
it was conftantly in this very
ftyle he declaimed againft the
corruption and luxury of the
age, the partiality of Parlia-
ments, and the mifery of party-
fpirit. .. He - was particularly
éloquent  againft - Avarice in
great and noble perfons;” of

which he had indeed lived to
fee many miferable examples.
He died in the year 1772. P.

VER. 137.— Av’rice creep-
ing on, Spread like a low-born
mift, —and blot the Sun;] The
fimilitude is extremely appo-
fite, implying that this vice is
of bafe- and mean original ;
hatched and nurfed up amongft
Scriveners, Stock-jobbers, and
Citts ; and unknown, ’till of
late, to the Noblesof this land :
But now, in the fulnefs of time,
fhe rears her’ head, and afpires
to cover the moft iHluftrious
ftations in her dark and pefti-
lential fhade, The Sun, and
other luminaries of Heaven,
fignifying, in the high eaftern
ftyle, the Grandees and No-
bles of the earth.

e——— e -
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»T'wasno Court-badge,greatScriv’ner! fir’d thy brain,

Nor lordly Luxury, nor. City Gain:: 146

No, ’twas thy righteous end, atham’d to fee

Senates degen’rate, Patriots difagree,

And nobly wifhing Party-rage to ceafe,

To buy both fides, and give thy Country peace. 150
< All this is madnefs,” cries a fober fage * .

But who, my friend, has reafon in his-rage?

“ The ruling Paffion, beit what it will,

¢ The ruling Paffion conquers Reafon fill.”

CoOMMENTARY,

VER: 151, < Al this is madnefsy” ¢5¢.] But now the Sage,
who has confined himfelf to ooks, which prefcribe the government
of the paffions 5 and never looked out upon the world, where he
might fee them let loofe, and, like Milton’s devils, riding the
air in whirlwind, cries out, Al this is madnefs. "LTrue, replies
the poet (from ¥ 151to 177) but this madnef§ is a common one,
and only to be prevented by 2 {evere attention to the rule laid
down in the E/ay,

Reafon flill ufe, to Reafon fiill attend, Ep. ii. 3 68.

for with the generality of men, and without the greateft circum-
fpection,

The ruling Paffion, be 1t what it willy

The ruling Paflion conguers Reafon fiill.
But then (continues he) as wild as this paffion appeats, by the
fWél}' of its overbearing bias, it would be #ill more fenfelefs had
it no bias at all. You have feen us here intermix with the real,
the moft fantaftical and extravagant that imagination could”
for.m ; yet even thefe are lefs extravagant than a ruling Pajfion
"ffuufmzzi a conflant aim,  Would you know the reafon? then
liften to this important truth: ¢ *Tis HEAVEN itfelf that gives
¢¢ the ruling Paffion, and thereby direéts different men to dif-
% ferent emds: But thefc being exerted through the miniftry of
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Lefs mad the wildeft whimfey we can frame,; 155
Than ev’n that Paffion, if it has ne Aim ;

For tho” fuch motives Folly you may call,

The Folly’s greater to have none at all.

Hear then thetruth :  *Tis Heav’n each Paflion
¢ fends,
“ And diff’rent men dire&s to diff’rent ends. 160
“ Extremes in Nature equal good produce,
#¢ Extremes in Man concur to gen’ral ufe.

COMMENTARY.

“ NATURE (of whom the great Bacon truly obferves, modum
*¢ temere nefcia ¢ft; Aug. Scient. l. ii.c. 13.) they are very apt
¥ to run into extremes: To correct which, Heaven, at the
¢¢ fame time, added the moderatrix Reafon; not to take the
¢ ruling Paffion out of the hands and miniftry of Narure, but
€¢ to reftrain and redtify its irregular impulfes (See £/fay, Ep. ii,
$¢ F 151, & feq.) and what extremes, after this, remained un-
¢¢ corre€ted in the adminiftration of this weat Queen (¥ 140,
¢¢ Ep. ii.) the divine artift himfelf has, in his heavenly fkill and
¢¢ bounty, fet to rights; by fo ordering, that thefe of the moral,
s¢ like thofe of the natural world, fhould, even by the very
¢¢ means of their contrariety and diverfity, concur to defeat the
§¢ malignity of one another :

Extremes in Nature equal good produce,
Extremes in Man eoncur to gen’ral ufe,

$¢ For as the various feafons of the year are fupported and fuft
¢¢ tained by the reconciled extremes of /et and Dry, Cold and
¢ Heat 5 fo all the orders and degrees of civil life are kept up
“¢ by Avarice and Profufion, Selfyfinefs and Vanity, The Mifer
¢ being but the Steward of the Prodigal ; and only fo much the
¢¢_more backward as the other is violent and precipitate:”

This year a Refervoir, tokeep and [pare;

The naxt @ Fountainy fpouting thre’ bis heir,

——
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Afl we what makes one keep,: and one beftow 2

That Pow’r who bids the Ocean ebb and flow,

Bids feed-time, harveft, equal courfemaintain, 1 65

Thro’ reconcil’d extremes of drought and rain,

Builds Life on Death, on Change Duration founds,

And gives th’eternal wheels to know their rounds,

Riches, like infecs, when conceal’d they lie,

Wait but for wings, and in their feafon fly. . 179

Who fees pale Mammon pine amidft his ftore,

Sees but 2 backward fteward for the Poor ;

This year a Refervoir, to keep and fpare;;

The next, a Fountain, fpouting thro’ his Heir,

In lavith fireams to quench a Country’s thirft, 17§
And men and dogs fhall drink him till they burft,

NoTES.

VER. 153. This year a Re-
Jervoir, to keep and [pare T he
nex'y a Fountain, [pouting thrd’
his Heir,] Befides the obvious
beauties of this fine fimilitude,
#t has one {till mere exquifite,
tho’ Jefs obfervable, which is
its being taken from a circum-
ftance in the moft elegant part
of improved life. For tho’ in
Society, the follies of hoard-
mg ard {quandering may cor-
rect each other, and produce
real advantage to the whole;

3

as Referveirs and Fountains

may be both ufeful and orna-
mental amongft the other im~
provements of art; yet in 2
State of Nature either kind of
excefs would be pernicious;
becaufe, in that State, the quan-
tity of natural goods, unim-
proved by art, would not fuf-
fer, without great danger of
want to the whole body, ei-
ther an immoderate hoarding,
or a lavifh profufion. And
therefore Providence has wife
ly ordered that, in that State,

L by there being fio fantajiic
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Old Cotta tham’d his fortune and his birth;

Yet was not Cotta void of wit or worth :

What tho’ (the ufe of barb’rous fpits forgot)

His kitchen vy’d in coolnefs with his gret ? - 180

His court with nettles, moats with crefles {tor’d,

With foups unbought and fallads blefs’d his board ?

If Cotta liv’d on pulfe, it was no more

‘Than Bramins, Saints, and Sages did before';
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COMMENTARY.

| il VER. 177 Old Cotta fban’d his fortune &c.] “The poet now

i proceeds to fupport the principles of =1r~ l’mtoiop 1y by exampless
But before we come to' thefe, it will be neceffary to look back
upon the general cecenomy of the poem.

In the firft part, to  10g, the #uje and abufe of Riches are
Jatirically delivered in' precept. }"mm thence, to ¥ 177, the
caufes of the abufe are Pr”’.’? ophically inquired into: And from
thence to.the end, the »/e ‘and F‘EJ’-"J‘F are hifforically’ illuftrated
in examples. Where we may oblerve, that the conclufion of the
fir/t part, concerning the Mifer’s LIL‘:‘_ll’} to oihch, natural ij,
introduces the ﬁcsnr.., lw a fatirical anmurﬂ,, fhewing that he is
full as cruel to himfelf: The explanation of which extrwrdmar}
phenomenon brings thc author into the Philofophy of his fubject;

NoTESs:
wants, there fhould be nopof- | hints at'in the beginning of the
fible temptation to either. The | Epiftle:
which noble truth our poet
But when by MMan’s audacions fm}bm Won,
Flam’d j‘aat*’; this Rival to it’s Sire ] the I,fﬂ

Then ;mzﬁf Heav’n fupply'd i fﬁe rts of men,
To fquander Thefe, and Thefe to hide again. ¥ 11, &

IMiTATIONS.
VER. 182. With foups unbinght,)
— dapibus menfas onerabat inemptis.  Virg. P |
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To cram the Rich was prodigal expence, - 183
And who would take the Poor from Providence ?
Like fome lone Chartreux ftands the good old Hall,
Silence without, and Fafts within the ‘wall ;

No rafter’d roofs with dance and tabor found,
No noontide-bell invites the country round: 190
Tenants with fighs the fmoaklefs tow’rs furvey,
And turn th’unwilling fteeds another way :
Benighted wanderers, the foreft o’er,

Curfe the fav’d candle, and unop’ning door ;
While the gaunt maftiff growling at the gate, 19§

:-‘r_\'— u r = ‘ x|
Affrights the beggar whom he longs to eat.

COMMENTARY.

and this ending in an obfervation of Avarice and Profufion’s cor-
re@ting and reconciling one another, as naturally introduces the
third, which proves the truth of the obfervation from fac?. And
thus the Philafophy of his fubject ftanding between his Precepts
and Examples, ‘gives ftrength and light to both, and receives it
refleéted back again from both.

He firft gives us two examples (from ¥ 176 to 219) of thefe

oppolite ruling Pa/fions, and (to fee them in their full force)
taken from fubjecis, as he tells us, ot void. of wit or warth;
from fuch as could reafon themfelves (as we fee by ¥ 183, &
ﬁjgg. and ¥ 205, & feqq ) into the whole length of each extreme:
For the poet had obferved of the ruling pajffion, that

Wit, Spirit, Faculties, but make it worfe 3
Rmﬁn 1tfelf but gives it edge and pow’r.
Eflay, Ep. ii. ¥ 146.

Old Cotta therefore and his Son afforded him the moft happy il-
Juftration of his own doétrine.




MORAL ESSAYS. Ee i,
Not {o his Son, he mark’d this overfight, |
And then miftook reverfe of wrong for right.

240

(Fer what to {hun will no great knowledge need, |
But what to follow, is a tafk indeed.) 200 ‘

Yet {ure, of qualities deferving praife, |

More go to ruin Fortunes, than to raife, ‘

What flaughter’d hecatombs, what floods of wine;

Fill the capacious Squire, and deep Divine !

208

-

Yet no mean motive this profufion draws,

Fis oxen perifh in his country’s caufe ;

*Tis GeorGE and LiBer Ty that crowns the cup,
And Zeal for that great Houfe which eats him up,

NoTEs,
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VER. 199, (For what 1o
Soun will wo great knowledge
aced, But what to follow, is
a tafk indeed.)] The poet is
here {peaking only of the know-
ledge gained by experiente.
Now there are fo many mife-
rable examples of ill condu&,
that no one, with his eyes
open, can be at a lofs to know
what to fhun 3 but, wvery invit-
ing examples of a good con-
duct are extremely rare : Be-
fides, the mifchiefs of folly are
eminent and obvious; but the
fruits of prudence, remote and
retired  from common obfer-
vation ; and if feen at all, yet
their dependance on their caufes

2

not being dire&t and immediate;
they are net eafily underftood.

VER. 201, 202. Yet fure,
of qualities deferving praifes
More go to ruin Fortunes, than
te raife.] ‘This, tho’ a certain
truth, will, as 1 apprehend,
never make its fortune in the
City : yet, for all that, the
poet has fully approved his
maxim in the following de-
fcription.

VER. 203. What flaughter'd
hecatombs, &'c.] -Our authof
reprefents this, as it truly
was defigned, a Sacrifice to
the Church, to render it pro-
pitious, ‘in atime of danger, @
the State. Sq¢riBL: :
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The Woods recede around the naked feat, 209
The Sylvans groan—no matter—for the Fleet :
Next goes his Wool—to clothe our valiant bands,
Laft, for his Country’s love, he fells his Lands.
To town he comes, completes the nation’s hope,
And heads the bold Train-bands, and burns a Popes.
And fhall not Britain now reward his toils, 21§
Britain, that pays her Patriots with her Spoils ?
In vain at Court the Bankrupt pleads his caufe,
His thanklefs Country leaves him to her Laws,
The Senfe to value Riches, with the Art

T’enjoy them, and the Virtue toimpart, 220

VARIATION S

After y 218. in the MS.
Where one lean herring furnifh’d Cotta’s board,
And nettles grew, fit porridge for their Lord ;
Where mad good-nature, bounty m ifapply’d,
In lavifh Cvrm blaz’d awhile and dy’d;
There Providence once more fhall fhlﬂ the {cene,
And fhewing H—v, teach the golden mean.

COMMENTARY.

VER. 219, The Senfe to value Riches, &e. ] Having now large=
ly expofed the Arusk of Riches by example, not only the £ far ¥
but' the Phi lofophy of his Pﬂe M, TeC L“ICd that he fhould in the
fame way, fhew the UsE ki az:,de He therefore (from 3218
t0 249) calls for an ExamPLE, in which may be found, ._baulﬂ:

NorTESs.
VER. 219, 220. The Senfe | T enjoy them, and the Virtue to

i0 valuz Riches, with the Art, | 1mparts ] The Senfe ta value
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Not méanly, nor ambitioufly purfu’d,

With Splendor, Charity ; with Plenty, Health; 225
Oh teachus, BATnuRrsT! yet unfpoil’d by wealth !

¥ i 5 ¥ Bt = N S
Fhat fecret rare; between th’ extremes to move
X s ] M - 1 n - - . .‘ - I':‘ 5 .‘ ¥
Of mad Good-nature, and of mean Sslflove.
VARIATIONS.
After 3 226. i the MS.
That fecret rare, with afluence hardly join’d,
Which W—n loft, yet B—y ne’er could find ;
Still mifs’d by Vice, and fearce by Virtue hit,

= ; el
By G —"s goodnefs, or by S—s wit.

CommenTARY.

e Pro

th gal, the Senfe to walue Riches; againft the Vain, the
Art To engoy them ; and againft the Avaricious, the Firtue to im-
sart them, when acquired. This whole Art (he tells us) may
e comprized in_one great and general precept, which is this,
¢ That the rich man fhould confider himfelf as the fubftitute
¢ of Providence in this unequal diftribution of things; as the
¢¢ perfon who is

A -y

(?" ) P i e e] P ].'- A
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8 ¥ 1 r 1 Falll ol . & -
" L0 mena the faults of fortune, or to jufify her eraces.”” And
thus the poct dlides natarally into the profecution of his {ubject

In an Zxample of tae frue Ulfe of Riches.

Richesy; is not, in the City- | be valued without Senfe. That
meaning, the Senfe in valuing | man therefore only thews he
them > Yor as Riches may be | has the fenfe te walue Riches,
ajoyed without Arsy, and #m- { who I.LL'L'-]T‘:E what'he has acquir-

parted with Jirtuey {o they may | ed, in order to enjoy one part
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To Worth or Want well-weigh’d, be Bounty

oiv'n
LA
And eafe, or ¢ emulate, the care of Heav'ng 230

(Whofe meafure full o’ersiows on human race)
Mend Fortune’s fanlt, and juftify her grace.
Wealth in the grofs is death; but life diffus’d 3
As Poifon heals, in juft proportion us’d:

~ o]

In heaps, like Ambergriie, 2 {tink 1t lies, 2

D
Ly

-

ncenfe to the Skies;

(S

But well-difpers’d, 1s

P. Who ftarves by if-::a'-cs, or with Nobles eats?
The Wretch that trufts them, and the Rogue that

cheats.
1t there a Lord, who knows a chearful noon
3

21 T 1 [ . el e i r

Without a r1dc‘11c1‘, Flatt’rer; or Buffoon? 240

X7

Whofe table, Wit, or modeft

ik

Un-=elbow’d 1‘- a Gamefter, Yimp, oOri lay't i
3 2 J

Who C(’)}‘JECS Your's; or OXFORD’S better part,

oSy s T e R Ao R i
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o R4 X - [
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NoTES.

5 iyl B = i . : s s
of it innocently and elevantly, | race, ir wf Fortund's fai
! 5L Ve St g ey o : | ' » .
in {uch meafure and degre€ as | aad juflify her grace
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MORAL ESSAYS.

Er. 1L,

Where-¢’er he thines, oh Fortune, gild the {cene,

And Angels guard him in the golden Mean !

246

There, Englith Bounty yet a-while may ftand,

And Honour linger €’er it leaves the land.

But all our praifes why fhould Lords engrofs ?
Rife, honeft Mufe! and fing the Man of Ross: 250

VARIATIONS,

After ¢ 250. in the MS.

‘T'race humble worth beyond Sabrina’s fhore,
Who fings not him, oh may he fing no more !

CommENTARY,
VER. 249. But all our praifes why fhould Lords engrofs 2 Rije,
boneft Mufe ! ] This invidious expreflion of the poet’s unwilling-
nefs that the Nobility fhould ingrofs all his praifes, is ftrongly ironi-

NoTEs.

Earl of Oxford. The fon of
Robert, created Earl of Ox-
ford and Earl Mortimer by
Queen Anne. This Nobleman
died regretted by all men of
letters, great numbers of whom
had experienced his benefits.
He left behind him one of the
moft noble Libraries in Europe,
P

VER. 245. Where-c’er he
Shines, b Fortune, gild the
feeney, And Angels guard him
in the golden Mean!] This is ex-
ceedingly fublime—The fenfe
of it arifes from what had been
faid a little before of fuch a
charater’s juflifying the graces
of foriunc; which made it,

therefore, but reafonable to ex-
pect She thould continue them.
But the more conflant thefe
were, the more need had He
of fome fuperior affiftance to
keep him in the golden mean :
which the ancients feem’d fo
well apprifed of, that they gave
to every man fwe Guardian
Angels (here alluded to) as if,
without ftanding on either fide
of him, he could not poffibly
be kept long in the mean or
middle : nothing therefore could
be more feafonable than this
pathetic prayer on fo critical
an occafion, :

VeR. 250. The Man of

| Ross :] The perfon here cele-
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Pleas’d Vaga echoes thro’ her winding bounds,
And rapid Severn hoarfe applauﬂa refounds.
Whe hung with woods yon mountain’s {ultry brow P

From the dry rock who bade the waters flow ?

CoMMENTARY.

cal; their example having been given hitherto only to fhew the
gbuf of Riches. But there is great juftnefs of Defign, as well
as agreeablenefs of Manner in the preference here given to the
Man of Rofs. The purpofe of the poet is to tThew, that an im-
menf? fortune is not wanted for all the good that Riches are ca-
pable of doing ; he therefore chufes fuch an inftance, as proves,
that 2 man with five hundred pounds a year could become a
blefling to 2 whole country ; and, confequently, that the poet’s
precepts for the true ufe ¢f money, are of more general {ervice
than a bad heart will give an indifferent head leave to con-
ceive. This was a truth of the greateft importance to inculcate :
He therefore (from ¥ 249 to 297) exalts the character of a
very private man, one Mr. J. Kyrle, of Herefordfhire : And, in
ending his defcription, ftruck as it were with admiration at a
{ublimity of his own creating, and warmed with fentiments of
a gratitude he had raifed in himfelf in behalf of the public, the
poet burits out,
And what © no monumenty infeription, Jone €
His racey bis formy his name almoft unfnown 2
Then tranfported with indignation at a contrary object, he ex-
claims,
NorTEs.

brated, who with a fmall Ef- | 9o, and lies interred in the
tate actually performed all thefe | chancel of he church of Rofs
good works, and whofe true in Herefordfhire. P.
name was almoft loft (partly by We muft underftand what is
the title of the Man of Rofs given | here faid, of attually perfoerm-
him: by way of eminence, and | z7g, tomean by the contributi-
partly by being buried without | ons which the Man of Rofs, by
{fo much as an infcription) was his affiduity and intereft, col=
called Mr, John Kyrle, He | leted in his neighbourhood,
died in the year 1724, aged 3

LD
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Nat to the fkies in ufelefs columns toft, 255

Or in proud falls magnificently loft,

But clear and artlefs, pouring thro’ the plain

Health to the fick, and folace to the {wain.

Whofe Caufe-way parts the vale with thady rows?

Whofe Seats the weary T'raveller repofe ? 260

Who taught that heav’n-directed fpire to rife ?

x3

¢“The Man of Ross.”” each 11%:‘;:11rr babe replies.

Behold the Market- place with poor o’erfpread !

=

he M AN of Ross divides the weekly bread :

He feeds yon Alms-houfe, neat, but void of flate,

Where Agc and Want fit {miling at the oate : 2060

Him portion’d maids, apprentic’d orphans bleft,

]

T'he young who labour, and the old who reft.

COMMENTARY. |

44 !l.,n .' &ins di €8y A tha ".I'” i u"."." his attend
The Lr'?'r,cf?., who living [av’d a candle’s end :
Should’ :mg God’s altar a vile image _ﬂmrrh
Belies bis Jeatures, nay, extends his hands.

i

it

¥ ': |
[ 4
3

N i ey

I take notice of thisdefcription of the portentous vanity of a mi-
ferable Extortioner, chiefly for the ufe we {hall now fee he makes
of it, in carrying on his fubject.

Norss.
VEr. 256 Not to the foies | to prop the fkies, in a very dif-
i zgmﬁ columns toffy, Or in | ferent fenfe from the r’J"r:r n- |
% cud J)‘“ Is # Frrm,“mff} kft,] | diredled fpire, in the verfe that i
The ntimation, in the firft | follows : As the expreffion, in |
line, well ridicules the mad- | the fecond line, expofes the
nefs of fathionable Magnifi- | meannefs of ]t, in fa e’mg‘,wmfv,

g
cence 3 thefe columns afpiring | to 01y purpofe.
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This man pofleft—five ht

Bluth, Grandeur,
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your blaza1

the Man of Ross relie

enter but his door, 277 I

happr man ! ena

but want the pow’
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’cine makes, and' gives.

o

nd conteft 18 no more.
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Flic var s Fnir 1 A nlmoit e
Iiis race, his 1011, 115 1dit almoit Ul 1known |
NoTES.
VER. 275. Thrice bappy ma {tance, as /01
&R ahled to Pw fue, & co— ol ;-,-;‘;-,1:, o1 ,_-;.'-:_;L lE'hp.-:'LLLl;LC to

Thefe four lines
(which the poet, with the
higheft propriety, puts in-
tf.s t?w mouth of his noble

1d) very artfully introduce
the two following, 2s by the
equivocal expreflion they aife

lefs charity ¢

our expeClations to hear of

millions, which come out," at
laft, to be only five hundred
pounds a year, A circum-

1 >
oe ]11'-. Licated.

VER., .?,E'ﬂ.'. }":' lufhs G"r.‘:-s«fr ur,
;"'-".l.'.’"j;!ii' ,-'r J).l .,a.rL Capgiri C’ T r.l ;'I"’-",
VaILr z'?u..;-a_-t, ..f \__, J.._-; l illm illll
lime m:ﬂf-;muhr they are not
l_'.l;\ Lo alc' “f.rfj O’LLFLN.C F}ra’u ’f fif H'l

virtue, for no fuch conte Luu}li
is fuppofed * but for being out-
| fhined in their own proper pre=
JI teniions to ‘n lendour and Mag-

-q

l LJ]Jl_-l_L.lli"'C- SCRIBL.

Q4
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P. Who builds 2 Church to God, and not to Fame,
Will never mark the marble with his Name: 286

Go, fearch it there, where to be born and die,
Of rich and poor makes all the hiftory ;
Enough, that Virtue fill’d the {pace between ;

Prov’d, by the ends of being, to have been.

290

When Hopkins dies, a thoufand lights attend
The wretch, who living fav'd a candle’s end :
Should’ring God’s altar a vile image ftands,

Belies his features, nay extends his hands ;

That livenlong wig which Gorgon’s felf might own,

Eternal buckle takes in Parian {tone,

296

VArRIATIONS.

VER. 287. thus in the MS,

The Regifter inrolls him with his Peor,
Tells he was born and dy’d, and tells no more.
Juit as he ought, he fill'd the Space between ;
Then ftole to reft, unheeded and unfeen,

NorTegs,

VER. 287. Go, fearch it
there,] The Parifh-regifter.

VER. 293. S&aufff?'fng
God’s altar a vile image flands,
Belies bis features, nay extends
bis bands'y] The defcription
15 inimitable. We fee him
fhould’ring  the altar like one
who impioufly affected to draw
off the reverence of God’s wor-
fhippers, from the facred ta-

ble, upon himfelf; whofe Fea-
tures too the fculptor had be-
lied by giving them the traces
of humanity : And, what was
ftill a more impudent flattery,
had infinuated, by extending
his bands, as if that humanity
had been, fome timeor other,
brought into a&.

VER. 296. Eternal buckly

| takes in Parian flone,| The
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Behold what bleffings Wealth to life can lend !
And fee, what comfort it affords our end.

In the worft inn’s worft room, with mat half~hung,
The floors of plaifter, and the walls of dung, 300
On once a flock-bed, but repair’d with ftraw,
With tape-ty’d curtains, never meant to draw,

COMMENTARY.

VER. 297. Bebold what bleffings Wealth to life can lend !

Now fee what comfort 1f aﬁ&r!ﬁ:‘ our end. |
In the fir/7 part of this Epiftle the author had fhewn, from Rea-
Jon, that Riches abufed afford no comfort either in /ife or death.
In this part, where the fame truth is taught by examples, he had,
in the cafe of Cotta and his fon, fhewn, that they afford no
comfort in Jife : the other member of the divifion remained to
be fpoken to,

Now fee what Comfort they afford our end.

And this he illuftrates (from 3 298 to 339) in defcribing the
unhappy deaths of the laft Villers, Duke of Buckingham, and
Sir J. Cutler ; whofe profufion and avarice he has beautifully
contrafted. The miferable end of thefe two extraordinary per-
fons naturally leads the poet into this humane reflexion, how-
ever ludicroudly cxpreﬂhd,

Say, for fuch worth, are other worlds prepar’d ?

Or are they both, in this, thetr own reward?

NorTEs.

poet ridicules the wretched i of the fcene of action, in fe-
tafte of carving large perri- | veral parts of this poem, the
wigs on bufto’s, of which there | poet’s imagination has painted
are feveral vile examples in | with fuch truth and fpirit, that
the tombs at Wefkminfter and | one would believe he had been
elfewhere. P. upon the fpot, whereas he on-

VER. 299. Inthewor/t inn’s | ly hit upon what was, from a
worf} room, &5c.] It is remark- | clear conception of what was
able, that, in the defcription | natural and likely,

= -

|
J M
|

e e =

——
el ot g
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The George and Garter dangling from that bed
Where tawdry yellow ftrove with dirty red,
Great Villers lics—alas | how chang’d from him,
That life of pleafure, and that foul of whim ! 300
Gallant and gay, in Cliveden’s proud alcove,

The bow’r of wanton Shrew{bury and love ;

Or juft as gay, at Council, in a ring

Of mimick’d Statefmen, and their merry King. 310
No Wit to flatter, left of all his fiore !

No Fool to laugh at, which he valu’d mare.

CoMmMeEnTARY.
And now, as if fully determined to refolve this doubtful quef-
tion, he aflumes the air and importance of a Profeflor ready
addrefs’d to plunge himfelf into the very depths of theology :
A knotty point | to which we now procecd—
when, on a fudden, the whole fcene is changed,
But you are tir’d.— Pl tel] 4 tale—Agreed,

And thus, by the moft eafy tranfition, we are come to the o=
cluding dactrine of his poem.

NOTE 5

VER. 305. Great Villirs [ the Thames, built by the D.
lies—] This Lord, yet more Jl of Buckingham. P.
famous for his vices than his |  VER. 308. Shrewfbury] The
misfortunes, after having been | Countefs of Shrewfbury, a wo-
pollefs’d of about- 56,0007 | man abandoned to gallantries,
a year, and pafied thro’ many | The Earl ber hulband: was
of the higheft pofts in the | kill’d by the Duke of Bucking-
kingdom, died in the year | hamin a duel ; and it has been
1687, ina remote inn inYork- faid, that during the combat
fhire,' reduced to the utmoft | fhe held the Duke’s horfes' in

mifery. P. the habit of 2 page: P.
. VER. 307. Cliveden] A de- VER: 312. No Fol s laugh
1

lightful palace, on the banksof at, which be valued mere.] Fhat
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And well (he e thought)ad

As well his Grace reply’d,

(4 dila mi ! 1 3 |
¢ That.l can qo,

1 SSESE] p
InCaion,

no wonder
nt Thould have this

tafte. i*'u:' the taking plea-
fure in fools, for the fake of
langhi nothing
elfe but the complaifance of

,ur" wr Hrfl ‘-1 i:‘\

_)[.."-":.'Jf:'.r;'.i."\": Gifl lf.f-" £S5 , 1\‘}? an qd"
yantageous Lm.1p;z;LJ,1 which
*1 1“:‘;5::[1 in that L‘]‘lf“*“T‘,

between itlelf and the
ject laughed ar. Hence tco
Ve may {ve the Reafon of
mens p.:._-.grn:'.t*' this to other
kinds of flattery. ‘or we are
always nclined

to think that
work beft done which we do
ourfelves.

YV ER. 313 There, Vict
(‘?um:, i'(a' t-*’d-";
And fame—] The m.].. im-
}a ies the difficulty he bad to get
L.|L better of .Hl the QCI 1.!1(‘.I1E"’]-

IFAICes.

tor -'_’n'j

ll'r'i.'l Halh -’,.’ {f

And it is trug, as

is Grace’s fate fage Cutler conld forefee,

v

when all 1 have is

i ot
which of thefe is worle,

ESSAYS. 2
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L]

of fortune, friends,

lord of llh.lti‘w thoufands ends

315

i1s°d him, “Likelike me.”

Like you, Sir John?

ogone.”’

-

r

h an empty purie? - 320
i o -

his hiftory informs us, he had
the impediment of good parts,
from time to

y by 0 -
which, time, a

little hinc mr.d and retarded
his Viéd ;
\ ER ';'Ir}. Py

Reafon, LL'ir of thefe is s worfes
I an 1‘ ﬂUrr'r f.fjr'*f or qvith an
4 The poet Lml
well in ‘;*n..l'}':ng to

™

.h._fr.l} .f.-,
he parties concerned;
A
1y, had made buta
The ab-
purie

ecifton.
an empty
would have certainly pervert-
ed the ]J"—"‘ll‘LI;t of Want with
a full one : And the longings
for a :':L‘;l one would plﬂb.tbl}’
have as much mifled WWant with
an enipty ones Whereas Rea-
olues this matter In a
" There being a poflibi-

frice.

litv that Want with an emply
purfe may be relieved ; but
none, that Want with a full

pur, [e ever can.
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Thy life more wretched, Catler, was confefs’d,
Arife, and tell me, was thy death more blefy’d ?
Cutler faw tenants break, and houfes fall,

For very want ; he could not build 2 wall,

His only daughter in a firanger’s pow'r, 328
For very want ; he could not pay a dow'r,

A few grey hairs his rev’rend temples crown’d,
*T'was very want that fold them for two pound,
What ev’'n deny’d a cordial at his end,

Banifl’d the do&or, and expell’d the friend ? 330
What but a want, which you perhaps think mad,
Yet numbers feel, the want of what he had !
Cutler and Brutus, dying both exclaim,

“ Virtue ! and Wealth ! what are ye but a name !”’

NoTEs,

VER. 322. —Cutler—Arife
and tell me, &¢.]7 This is to
be underftood as a folemn evo-
tation of the Shade of this il
luftrious knight, in the manner
of the Ancients ; who ufed to
call up their departed Heroes
by two things they principally
toved and deteffed, as the moft
potent of all charms. Hence
this Sage is conjured by the
powerful mention of a ful,
and of an empty pur fe. Scrier.

VER. 333, Cutler and Bru-
tus,dying both exclaim,“* Virtue!
*¢ and wealth | what are ye but

X

*¢ a name!””] There isa greater
beauty in this comparifon than
the common reader is aware
of. Brutus was, in morals at
leaft, a Steic, like his uncle.
And how much addi@ed to
that fect in general, appears
from his profeffing himfelf of
the old academy, and being 2
moft paffionate admirer of An-
tiochus Afcalomites, an effential
Stoic, if ever there was any.
Now Stoical virtue was, as our
author- truly tells us, not exer-
¢ife, but apathy—Contraiied
ally retiring to the breafl, In
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Say, for fuch worth are other worlds prepar’d ?

Or are they both, in this their own reward ? 33

A knotty point ! to which we now proceed.

But you are tirrd—TI’1l tell a tale

B. Agreed.

P.Where London’s column, pointing at the fkies

Like a tall bully, lifts the head, and lyes; 240
-’r-' v 2 i

o

VARIATIONS:

VER. 337. in the former Editions,

That knotty point, my Lord, fhall I difcufs,
Or tell a tale § —A Tale. —It follows thus,

COMMENTARY.

VER. 339. Where London’s column, &e. | For, the foregoing
examples. of profufion and awvarice having been given to thew;
that mifapplied wealth was ot enjoyed ; it only remained to prove
that in fuch circumftances wealth became the beawieff punifo-
ment 3 and this was the very point to be concluded with, as the
great MorAaL of this inftructive poem; which 1s to teach us,
bow mifexable men make theomfelvss by not endeavouring to refirain
the ruling Paffion, the' it be indeed implanted in the conflitution of

NoTEs.

a word, like Sir f. Cutler’s
purfe, nothing for ufe, but
kept clofe fhut, and centerd
all within himfelf.—Now wir-
tue and wealth, thus circum-
ftanced, are indeed no other
than mere names.

VER. 339. Where London’s
column, ] 'I'he Monument, built
I memory of the fire of Lon-
don, with an infcription, im-
porting that city to have been
burnt by the Papifts. P.

VER. 340. Like a tall bully,
lifts the head, and lies.] Tho
Scriblerus is not infenfible to
the humour of this line; yet
his gravity makes him wifh
that the City-monument had
been honoured with a compa-
rifon of more dignity. He
thinks, particularly, it {hould
rather have been compared to
the Court-champion; as, like
him, it only fpoke the fenfe of
the Government ; which, af
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There dwelt a Citizen of {ober fame,
A plain good man, and Balaam was his name ;
Religious, punctual, frugal, and {o forth;
His word would pafs for more than he was worth.
One folid dith his week-day meal aftords, 343
An added pudding folemniz’d the Lord’s:
ConftantatChurch, and Change ; his gains were {ure;
His givings rare, fave farthings to the poor:

'The Dev’l was piqu’d fuch faintthip to behold,

And long’d to tempt him like good Job of old: 3350

CoOMMENTARY.

things 5 while; at the fame time; it is an anfwer to the latter part
of the queftion,

Say; for [fuch worth are other worlds prepar’d ?

Or are they both, in this theiv own reward 2
For the folution of which only, this example was jocularly pre-
tended to have been given.

All this the poet has admirably fupported, in the artful con-
ftruction of his fable of Sir Balaam ; whofe chara&ter is fo drawn,
as to let the reader fee he had it in his power to regulate the
ruling Paffion by reafon, as m\.mn‘ in himfelf the feeds of Tifte-
grity, Rf-][’”m‘-p and Sobriety. Lhefe sre “ndualf}f worked out
by an infatiable ﬁ' /" of T frfu’,, and this again (thro® a falfe
fenfe of his own 2 111*165 in acquiring it} fucceed erl by as immo-
derate ‘a f’“'ff”" * Which will lead us to' another beauty in the
management of °h“ otory. ‘For, in order to fee, in one conclud?

NOTEr:.

that “time, no man could have | minds s:. men to [uch a degrees
denied without the danger'of a | that it feems f?’ff‘-f/f wanderful
challenge, of TLm, at lealt : | :
.;Jr-‘ttj,-:c:{"'[_fl,* IL..] oblerves iy l
I

lem, was net im ‘m.m to

the Papifts as perempiorily*as

e | the Fite. Difl. LipDIlIJH’.ii“én
2

a jealon v Lf.*" Popery b 4 th
- o d - r' e
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But Satan now is wifer

And ten

ES

than of yore,

SAYS,

ipts by making rich, not making poor.

Rouz’d by the Prince of Air, the whirlwinds { weep

The furge, and plunge his Father in the deep ;

Then full againft his Cornifth lands they roar, 355

And two rich fhij p-Wr recks blefs the lucky thore.

COMMENTARY.

o Fry 1A
INng exampie,

was neceflary to fet before the Reader
profufion at once.
zen and the Nob: "r, therefore, which were feparated

ed from avarice and

the miferies of exorbitant wealth ill employed 5 it

all the mifufe, that ow-
The vices of the Citi-
and contraft-

ed in the foregoing inftances, are here fhewn ll]Lthljﬂlf’tLd in

a Courtly Cit.

[

1lJ\ Lul‘: IJLL‘}I]H

ftudied in human nature know the contrary :
Juz profufus, is hupu.mh as much one as either the pro-
Indeed,
roduces a new beauty.

iufe or avaricious apart.
racy, U] it it p
*m; kinds, the
had given Lulmrtm s mf before,
plete his

me only {1bit_ru, farther, that the "umrJt

imple and the complex.

; philofophic plany but concludir ng with the latter

Perl haps it will be faid, timt the charaéter has,
the appearance of two ruling “ﬁ'“?j-"‘a : but thofe

and that alieni ap-

this is fo far from an inaccu-

]. h{,’ R'f .l".r fﬁ.).fr”' 15 L"Ii
The firft {'(: the poet
Nothing then rema iined to com-

Let

in this. Tale, has art-

fully fummed up and recapitulated thofe Ehi:f‘ principal mifchiefs

in the ab hufe of money, which tl

\e [atirical part of this poem

throughout was employed to expofe, namely AVARICE, Pro-

FUSTON, 4

nd pusric Corrup

TION.

NoTEs.

Ver. 355, Cornyb]. The
author has placed the fcene of
thefe thipwrecks in Cornwall,
niot only from their frequency
on that coaft, but from the in-
humanity of the inbabitants to
thofe to whom that misfortune
arrives : When a fhip happens

l

to be ftranded there, they have
been known to bore ]mh_.'w in it‘,
to prevent its getting off; t
plunder, and fumf_thm.s even to
maflacre the people : Nor has
the Parliament of England been
yet able wholly to iuupru:s thefe
barbarities. P,
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Sir Balaam now, he lives like other folks,
He takes his chirping pint, and cracks his jokes:
“ Live like yourfelf,” was foon my Lady’s word ;
Andlo! two puddings{moak’d upon the board. 360
Afleep and naked as an Indian lay,
An honeft factor ftole a Gem away :
He pledg’d it to the knight ; the knight had wit,

So kept the Di’'mond, and the rogue was bit.

Some f{cruple rofe, but thus he eas’d his thought,

¢ I'llnow give fix-pence where I gave a groat ; 366

¢ Where once I went to church, I'll now go twice-—

““ And am fo clear too of all other vice.”’

The Tempter {aw his time ; the work he ply’d;

Stocks and SubfCriptions pour on ev’ry fide, 370

NoTeEs.

VER. 360. And Iy ! &e.]
The poet had obferved above,
that when the luxurioufly-fel-
fith had got more than they
knew how to ufe, they would
try to do more than live 5 in-

ftead of imparting the leaft
pittance of it to thofe whom
fortune had reduced to do /s
than live : The Vanity of
which chimerical projeét he
well expofed in thefe lines:

What Riches give us let us then enguire,
Meat, Firey and Cloaths. What more 2 Meat, Claths, and Fire,

But here, in one who had not
yet learnt the art of difguifing
the Poverty of Wealth by the
Refinements of Luxury, he

fhews, with admirable hu-
mour, the ridicule of that
project :

And lo ! two Pud _.-"'-‘,-.—;_:.r:,;';,f whon fie boara;
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es his full defcent

In one abundant thow’r of Cent per Cent,

Sinks deep within him,

and poffeffes whole,

Then dubs Dire&or, and fecures his foul.

Behold Sir Balaam, now a man of {pirit,

LS
~J
:'J—l

Afcribes his gettings to his parts and merit ;
What late he call’d a Blefling, now was Wit,
And God’s good Providence, a lucky Hit.

Things change their titles, as our manners turn :

His Compting-houfe employ’d the Sunday-morn;

Seldom at Church (‘twas fuch a bufy life)

But duly fent his family

N o

i'rE R. 3: Hr - -E-'r: ;’-'.f1 iriey JEL
™oy 5 .
calld a Bleffing, now was Wit,

&¢.] This is an admirable pic- |

ture of human nature : In th
entrance on life, all, but cox-
combs-born, are modeft ; and
efteem the favours of their fu-
periors to be marks of their
benevolence : But, if thefe fa-
vours happen to increafe ; then,
inftead of advancing in grati-
tude to our benecfa - we
only improve in the good opi-
nion of outfelves ; and the con-
of fuch favours
make us confider them no long-
er as accommodations to our
wants, or the hire of our
fervice, but debts due to our
Vor. II1

FE R

i e
ACTOTIS,

flant returns

(6]

381

and wife.

T E 8,

, | merit: Yet, at the fame time,

| to do juftice to our common
‘ nature, we fhould obferve,
| that this do=s not proceed fo
often from downright vice as s
imagined, but frequently from
mere infirmity 3 of which, the
reafon is evident; for, having
fmall knowledge, and yetan

exceffive opinion, of ourfelves,
| we eftimate our merit by the
paffions and caprice of others;
this pevhaps would not be

and
{o much amifs, were we not
apt to take their favours for a
declaration of the fenfe of our
How often, for in-
ftance. has it been feen, in
the feveral learned Profeflions,

R

merits.
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Ep. III.

There (fo the Dev'l ordain’d) one Chriftmas-tide
My good old Lady catch’d a cold, and dy/d.

A Nymph of Quality admires our Knight ; 385
He marries, bows at Coust, and grows polite :
Leaves the dull Cits, and joins (to pleafe the fair)
‘The well-bred cuckolds in St. James’s air :

Firft, for his Son a gay Commiffion buys,
Who drinks, whores, fights, and in a duel dies -

His daughter flaunts a Vifcount’s tawdry wife ; 391
She bears a Coronet and P—x for life,

In Britain’s Senate he a feat obtains,
And one more Penfioner St. Stephen gains,

My Lady falls to play ; {fo bad her chance, 305

J

He mufl repair it; takes a bribe from France 3

N-oTEs.

that a Man,>who, had he con-
tinued in his: primeéval mean-
nefs, would have circumfcribed
his knowledge within the mo-
deft limits: of Socrates ; yet,
being pufh’d up, as the phrafe
15, has felt himfelf growing into

a Heoker, a- Hales, or a Syden-
bam 3 while, in the rapidity of
his courfe, he imagined he faw,
at every new ftation, a new
door of {cience opening to him,
without {0 much as ftaying for
a Flatterer to let him in ?

Beatus enim Jam

Cum pulehyris yunicts Sumet nova confilia.

IMiTarions.

X7

YER. 3‘:‘:' .-ffﬁ:!f Qe more Pi‘é‘i (taner Sf, E‘-[g'_f;,af:l .5,1 E'(E;.ﬂj,}

4

—atque unum civem donare S7y /= Juv.
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‘The Houfe impeach him ; Coning{by harangues ;
The Court forfake him, and Sir Balaam hangs:
Wife, fon, and daughter, Satan! are thy own,
His wealth, yet dearer, forfeit to the Crown: 400
The Devil and the King divide the prize,

And fad Sir Balaam curfes God and dies.

NoTEs.

VER. g01. The Devil and |
ihe King divide the Prize.] This |
is to be underftood in a very |
fober and decent fenfe; as a Sa-
tire only on fuch Minifters of
State which Hiftory informs us
have been found, who aided
the Devil in histemptations, in |
order to foment, if not tomake,

|
;

Plots for the fake of confifca- ‘

tions. So fure always, and juft
is our author’s fatire, even in
thofe places where he feems
moft to have indulged himfelf
only in an elegant badinage.
But this Satire on the abufe of
the general Laws of forfeiture
for high - treafon, which all

Vo, L

well-policied communities have
found expedient to provide
| themfelves withal, is by no
means to be unaerticmd as a re-
flexion on the Law xthcmﬁ'lves,
whofe necc"ﬁtj equity, and
even lenity have been excel-
lently well vindicated in that
very learned and elegant Dif-
courfe, intitled Some Confider-

ations on the Law of Forfeiture
for bigh Treafon. Third Edi-

tion, London, 1748.}

VER. ulte— curfes God and
dies.] i, e, Fell ~under’ the
temptation ; alluding to the
ftory of Job referred to above.
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Richard Boyte, Earl of Burlington,
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Of the Ufe of RIC HES.

The Vanity of Expence in People of Wealth and Quality.
The abufe of the word Tafte, ¥ 13. That the firkt
principle and foundation, in this as in every thing elfe,
75 Good Senfe, ¥ 40. The chief proof of it is to fol-
low Nature, even in works of mere Luxury and Ele-
gance.  Infianced in ArchiteQure and Gardening,
where all myft be adapted to the Genius and Ulfe of the
Place, and the Beauties not forced into it, but refult-
1ig fromit, ¥ 50. Howmen are difappointed in their
moft expenfive undertakings, for want of this true Foun-
dation, without which nothing can pleafe long, if at
all 5 and the beft Examples and Rules will but be per-
verted into fomething burdenfome or ridiculous, ¥ 65,
&c. to 92. A defeription of the falfe Tafte of Mag-
nificence 5 the firft grand Error of which is to ima-
gine that Greatnels confifts in the Size and Dimen-
fion, nftead of the Proportion and Harmony of 2be
whole, ¥ 97. and the fecond, either in joining together

\
i
¥

| I]
i)
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Parts incoherent, o7 foo minutely refembling, or iz
the Repetition of the lame foo frequently, ¥ 105, &c.
A word or two of falfe Tafte in Books, in Mulic, iz
Painting, even in Preaching end Prayer, and laftly in
Entertainments, ¥ 133, &c. 2¢ PROVIDENCE -is

Juftified in giving Wealth to be [quandered in this man-

ner, fince it is difperfed to the Poor and Laporious part
of mankind, ¥ 169 [recurring 1o what 15 laid down
in the firft book, Ep.ii. and in the Epiftle preceding this,

¥ 159, &c.} What are the proper Objelts of Magni-

ficence, and a proper field for the Expence of Great'Men,
¥ 147, &c. and finally, the Great and Public Works
awbich hecome g Princés ¥ 191, to the end.

R 4
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EPLS TL E IV

3 1s {trange, the Mifer thould his Cares employ
R gain thofe Riches he can ne’er enjoy :
Is it lefs ftrange, the Prodigal thould waft

His wealth, to purchafe what he ne’er can tafte ? ‘

COMMENTAR Y.

: . : _

Ep1sTLE IV.] The extremes of Avarice and Profufion being |
treated of in the foregoing Epiftle; this takes up one particular ‘
branch of the'latter, the Vanity of Expence in people of wealth
and quality 3 and is therefore 2 corollary to the preceding, juft
as the Epiftle on the Characters of Wamien is to that of the ‘
Iﬂm-za—w‘h{g; and Charasters of Men. "It is equally remarkable for
exactnels of method with the reft. Buf the nature of the fub-
Je&t, which is lefs philofophical, makes it capable of being ana-
lifed in a much narrower compafs, =

VER, 1. 'Tis firange, &5¢c.] The poet’s introdu&ion (from
y 1 to 29) confills of a very curious remark, arifing from his
intimate knowledge of nature; together with an illuffrazionof
it, taken from 'his obfervations on life. It is this, That the
Prodigal no more enj-ys his Profufion, than the Mifer. his Ra-
pacity. It was generaly. theught that Avarice only kept with-
cut enjoyment; but the poet here firft acquaints us with a cir= ‘

cumfitance in human life much more to be lamented, viz. that
FProfufion too can communicate without it ; whereas £ njoyment
was thought to be as peculiarly thé reward of the beueficent paf-
fions {of which this has the appearance) as want of enjoyment
was the punithment of the felfifh. The phenomenon obferved
15 odd enough. But if we look more narrowly into this matter,
we fhall find, that Prodigality, when in purfuit-of Tafle, is
enly a Mode of Vanity, and confequently as felfith a paflion as
even avarice itlelf; and it is of the ordonance and conftitution
of all felfith paflions, when growing to excefs, to defeat their
own end, which is Se/f-enjoyment. ~ But befides the accurate

a
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Not for himfelf he {ees, or hears, - or-€ats 3 5
Artifts muft chufe his Pictures, Mulic, Meats :
He buys for Topham, Drawings and Defigns,
For Pembroke Statues, dirty Gods, and Coins ;
Rare monkith Manufcripts for I-Iearne alone,

And Books for Mead, and Butterflies for Sloane. 10

CoMMENTARY,

philofophy of this obfervation, there is a fine Morality contained
in it ; namely, that ill-got Wealth is not only as ;H:ﬁj.ﬂ ably,
but as uncamfortably fqull\‘f*1cal asit was raked together; which
the poet himfelf further infinuates in ¥ 15.

What brought Sir Vifla's 1ll-got wea 1th #2 wafl.
KEi

—"i'—I.L then. lluftrates the 2 bove obfervation by divers examples
in. eyecy branch of ¢ fﬂ 7¢ 3 and to et their abfurdities in
th 11m-1 reft 1-1'-.1.t he, in conclufion, contrails them with {e-
. trug, in the ] ubhll an to whom the Epi-

UK ?‘}F
uml inftances i the
tle 1s .1(1J1u.lw 'i'll'r difpefition 1s pmum,uw of various beau-
t.t ; for; by this meat , the Introductim becomes 21l epitome of
e body of the Epi lh_ % v,nuh as we fhall fee, confilts of ge-
nue.l refleCtions on Tafie, and pa ;hw ar examples of bad and
good.  And his friend’s Example concl luding the Intro duction,
ldeb the poet rm.u.u lly into the fu bject itfelf 3 for the Lord,

here celebrated for his r*u\:d ['afte, was now at hand to deliver
the firft and fundamental, precept of it himfelf; whigh gives au-
thority and dignity to all Ltmt follow.

N.o TES-

Ver. 7. Fopham] A Gen- | confequently the at
tleman famous for a ]hdlUuLiH here 'u'nul tluL God
collection of Drawings. P renown, is noet In dif}

Ver. 8, For Pembre he Sta- | ment of their worth, but 10
tues, dirty Gods, and Ceins.]-| high com mmendation of their
T hL. author imnllfb here not as | genuine pretenfions. Sc RIBL.
a Philofopher or Divine, butas VER. g. Raremoi Lifh 411(:-
a Corno'(Jour 2nd Antiquary ; | nwforipts for Hear ¢ alone, )
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Think we all thefe are for himfelf  no more
Than his fine Wife, alas! or finer Whore.
For what has Virro painted, built, and planted ?

Only to thow, how many Taftes he wanted. 14
What brought Sir Vifto’s ill got wealth to wafte ?

Some Damon whifper'd, * Vifto! have a Tafte,”

NoTeEs.

This is not to be underftood
i the ftrictnels of the letter,
as' if Mr. Tho. Hearne enjoy-
ed thefe rarities without a par-
taker; for he has been often
known to exemplify thefe pre-
cious relics under the autho-
rity of the Clarendon Print-
ing-houfe, where the good feed
has fometimes produced forty
or fifty fold. Hence, and from
their ftill continuing as much
raritics as ever, it may be rea-
fonably concluded they were
not the delight of Mr. T.
Hearne alone. ScripL.

VER. 10. And Books Sfor
Mead, and Buiterflies for
Sleane.] Two eminent Phyfi-
cians 3 the one had an excel-
lent Library, the other the
nineft colleétion in Europe of
natural curiofities 3 both men
of great learning and huma-
nity. P.

VER. 12. Thankis fine Wife,

alas I or finer Whore.] By the
Author’s manner of putting to-
gether thefe two different Uten~
ils of falfe Magnificence, it ap-
pears, that, properly fpeaking,
neither the /7ife nor the W hore
is the real Oi)j-f& of modern
tafte, but the Finery only :
And whoever wears it, whe-
ther the Wife or the Whore,
it matters not; any further
than that the /atter is thought
to deferve it beft, as appears
from her having moft of it;
and fo indeed becomes, by ac-
cident, the more fafhionable
Thing of the two. ScrIBL.

VER. 17. Heav’n vifits with
a Tafle the wealthy fool,] The
prefent rage of Zafle, in this
overflow of general Luxury,
may be very properly repre-
fented by a defolating peflilence,
alluded to in the word vifit,
where Zaffz becomes, as the
poet fays, that

— == planetary Plague, when Fove
Does oer fome high-vic'd City hang bis poifon

D she fick air ——=
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Heav’n vifits with a Tafte the wealthy fool,

And needs no Rod but Ripley with a Rule.

See ! fportive fate, to punith aukward pride,
Bids Bubo build, and fends him fuch a Guide ; 20
A ftanding fermon, at each year’s expence,

That never Coxcomb reach’d Magnificence !
f o

You thow us, Rome was glorious, not profulfe,

And pompous buildings once were-things of Ufe,

VARIATIONS.

After ¥ 22. in the MS.

Mutft Bifhops, Lawyers, Statefmen, have the fkill
To build, to plant, judge paintings, what you-will?
"Then why not Kent as well our treaties draw,
Bridgman explain the Gofpel, Gibs the Law ¢

NOTES.

VER. 18. Ripley] This man
was a carpenter, employed by
a frft Minifter, who raifed
him 'to an Architect, without
any genius in the art; and af-
ter fome wretched proofs of his
infufficiency in public Build-
ings, made him Comptroller
of the Board of works. P,

VER. 19. See! [portive fate,
to punifh aukward pride, ]
Pride is one of the greateft
mifchiefs, as well as abfurdi-
ties of our nature; and there-
fore, as appears both from
profane and facred Hiftory,
has ever been the more pecu-
liar object of divine vengeance.

X

But autward Pride intimates
fuch abilities in its owner, as
eafes us of the apprehenfion
of much m.rﬁfjf.-,_-‘f from it; fo
that the poet {uppofes fuch a
one fecure from the ferious re-
fentment of Heaven, though
it may permit fate or fortune
to bring him into the public
contempt and ridicule, which
his native badnefs of heart fo
well deferves,

VERr. 23. The Earl of Bur-
lington was then publifhing the
Defigns of Inigo Jones, and the
Antiquities of Rome by Palla-
die. P.

e e
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Yet fhall (my Lord) your juft, your noble rules 23
Fill half the land with Imitating-Fools ;
Who random drawings from your fheets fhall takesy

And of one beauty many blunders make;
Load fome vain Church with old Theatric ftate,

Turn Afcs of triymph to a Garden-gate ; 30

NoTES.

VER. 28. Andof one beau-
ty many blunders make;] Be-
caufe the road to Taffe, like
that to Truth, is but one ; and
thofe to Error and Abfurdity a

thoufand. :
VER. 29, Load Jfome vain

Church with old Theatric flate, ]
Tn which theré isa complication
of abfurdities, arifing both from
their different #atures and forms:
For the one being for holy
[ervice; and the other only
for civil amufement, it is m-
poflible that the profufe and
lafcivious ornaments of the lat-
ter fhould become the rete-
nué, reverence, and fanctity
of the other. Nor will any ex-
arnples of this vanity of orna-
ment iii the facred buildings of
antiquity juftify this imitation;
§or thofe ornaments might be
very fuitable to 2 Temple of
Bacchus, orV enus,which would
1l become the fobriety and pu-
rity of the prefent Religion.

Again, we fhould confider,
that the ufual form of a The-

. chiteCtonic ornaments to “bg

placed on the outward face ;
whereas thofe of a Church may
be as commodioufly, and are
more properly put within ; par-
gicularly in greatand clofe pent-
up, Cities, where the inceflant
driving of the fmoke, in a lit-
tle time corrodes and deftroys
a1l outward ornanrents of - this
kind ; efpecially if the mem-
bers, as is the common tafte,
be fmall and little. 2
OurGothic anceftors had jufter ..
and manlier notions than thefe
modern mimics of Greek and
R oman magnificence which,
becaufe the thing does honour.
to their genius, L fhall endea-
vour to explain. All our anci-
ent churches are called, without
diftin&ion, Gothic; but errone-
oufly. They are of two forts 3
the one built in the Saxon times;
the other during our Norman
race of kings. Several Cathe-
dral and Collegiate Churches of
the firft fort are yet remaining,
either in whole or in part; of

atre would only permit the ar-

which this was the Originak: |
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Reverfe your Ornaments; and hang them all

On fome patch’d dog-hole ek’d with ends of wall;

N oTE 8.

When the Saxon kiags became
chriftian, their piety, (which
was the piety of the times) con-
{ifted in building Churches at
home, .and performing pilgri-
mages to the Holy Land : and
thefe fpiritual exercifes affifted
and ' fupported one another.
For the moft venerable as well
as moft elegant models of re-
ligious edifices were then in
Paleftine. ~From thefe our
Saxon Builders took the whol

of their ideas, as may be {cen
by comparing the drawings
which travellers have given us
of the churches yet ffanding in
that CL‘:u:itr'j_.-',. with the Saxon
remains of what we find at
home ; and particularly in thot
famenefs of ftyle in the later
religious edifices of the Knights
Templars (profelledly built up-
on the model of the church of
the holy Sepulchre at Jerufalem)
with the earlier remains of our
Saxon Edifices. Now the ar-
chitecture of the Holy Land was
entirely Grecian, but greatly
fallen from itsancient elegance.
Our Saxon performance was in-
deed a bad copy of it, and as
much inferior to the works of St,
Helene, as her’s were to the
Girecian models fke had follow-
ed - Yet ftill the footfteps of an-

cient art appeared in the circu-
lar arches, the entire columns,
the divifion of the entablature,
into a fort of Architrave, Frize
and Cornich, and a folidity e-
qually diffufed over the whole
mafs. This, by way of diftinc-
tion, I would call the Saxon
Architecture.

But our Norman works had
a very different original. When
the Gaths had conquered Spain,
and the genial warmth of the
climate, and the religion of the
old Inhabitants, had ripened
their wits, and inflamed their
miftaken piety (both kept in
exercife by the neighbourhood
of the Saracens, thro’ emula-
tion of their fcience and aver-
fion to their fuperftition,) they
flruck out a new {pecies
of Architeéture unknown to,
Greece and Rome ; upon ori-
ginal principles, and ideas much
nobler than what had given
birth even to claflical magni-
ficence. For having been ac=
cuftomed, during the gloom
of paganifm, to worfhip the
Deity in GROVES (a practice
common to all nations) When
their new Religion required co=
vered edifices, they ingenioufly
projected to make them refem-
ble Groves, as nearly as the
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Then clap four flices of Pilafter on’t,
That, lac’d with bits of ruftic, makes a Front,

NorTEs.

diftance of ArchiteGure would
permit ; at once indulging their
old prejudices, and prowdmg
for their prefent conveniencies,

by a cool receptable in a fultry
climate. And with what art
and fuceefs they executed the
projeét appears from “hence,
That no attentive obferver ever
viewed a regular Avenue of
well grown trees intermixing
their branches over head, but it
prefently put him in mind of
the long Vifto thro” a Gethic
Cathedral; or ever entered one
of the larger and ‘more elegant
Edifices of this ‘kind, but it
reprefented to his imagination
an Avenue of trees. And this
alene is that which can be truly
called the GorHic ftyle of
Building.

Under this'idea of fo extra-
ordinary a fpecies of Architec-
ture, all the irregular trani-
oreffions ‘againft art, all the
monftrous offences againft na-
ture, difappear; every thing
has its reafon, every thing is
in order, and an harmonious
‘Whole arifes from the ftudious
application of means proper and
proportioned to-the end. For
could the Arches be otherwife
than pointed when the Work-
man was to imitate that curve
which - branches make by their

interfe@ion with one another !
Or could the Calumns be other-
wife than fpilt into diftinct
fhafts, when they were to re-

prefent the Stems of a group of

Trees? On the fame principle
was formed the {preading rami-
fication of the {tone-work in
the windows, and the ftained
glafs in the interftices ; the one
being to reprefent the branches,
and the other ‘the leaves of an
opening Grove; and both con-
curring to preferve that gloomy
light infpiring religious horror.
Laftly, we fee the reafon of
their ftudied averfion to appa-
rent folidity in thefe ftupen-
dous mafles, deemed fo ab-
furd by men accuftomed to
tle apparent as well as real
ftrength of Grecian Architec-
ture, Had it beenonly a wan-
ton exercife of the Artift’s
{kill, to fhew he could give
real ftrength without the ap-
pearance of any, wemight in-
deed admire his {uperiorfcience,
but we muft néeds condemn his
ill judgment. But when one
confiders, that this furprizing
lightnefs was neceflary to com-
plete the execution of his idea
of a rural place of worfhip; one

cannot fufficiently admire the

ingenuity of the contrivance.

‘I*his - too will account for
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Shall call the winds thro’ lon arcades to roar
g 3

D
L]

Proud ‘to catch cold at a Venetian door 3

Confcious they act a true Palladian part,

And if they ftarve, they ftarve by rules of art.

No

the contrary qualities in what
I call the Sm»ou Architeliure.
Thefe artifts copied, as has
been faid, from the churches
;I‘ t"-“ holy Land

5 vhich were
on the models of Grecian
|]'_.'

ar Lh1t_8urt' bL_t corrupted by

prevailing ba barifm ; and ftill
ll v
urther H.\, raved by a religtous

idea. The n!it places of Chri-

ftian worfhip were Sepulchres
and {ubterraneous
places, -of neceflity,
heavy. When Chriftianity be-
came the Religion of the
State, and fumptuous Temples
began to be c;n,clui }wy yet,
in re*a.d to the firlt pious

Caverns,

low and

ages, prefc rved the malflive
Style : whi-:h was made ftill
more venerable by the Church

This,

heino
oz

of the holy Sepulchre :
on a double account
more than ordinary heavy,
was for its fuperior fanclity
‘remmll" imitated.

v, 1L

|

Such then was GoTHIC
ArRCHITECTURE. And it
would i‘-e no difcredit to the

admirers of Fanes and
knowledge it has
s merit. Lhey muft at feaft
confefs it 11.;: a nobler birth,
tho’ an humbler fortune, than
the GREEE anr_l RomAN AR~

CHITECTURE.

VER. 30. Turns Ares of
triumph to a Garden-gate 1
This abfurdity feems to have

arifen from an injudicious imi-

of

ation what thefe Builders

micht have heard of, at the
- P =%

entrance of the antient Gar-

P

dens of Rome : But they don’t
confider, that thofe were pub-
lic Gardens, given to the peo-
y]c by fome great man after a
triumph ; to which, therefore,
Ares this kind were very
fuitable ornaments.

VER. 36. Proudts catch eold
at a Vemtian door 3] In the

LJJ
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720 MORAL ESSAYS. Ep IV.

Oft have you hinted to your brother Peer,
A certain truth, which many buy too dear: 40
Something there is more needful than Expence,
And fomething previous ev’n to Talte—"'tis Senfe :

COMMENTARY.

VER. 39. Oft have you hinted to your brother Peer,
A certain truth,—|
and in this artful manner begins the body of the Epiftle.
I.

The firft part of it (from 3 38 to 99) delivers rules for at-
taining to the MAGNIFICENT in juft expence ; which is the
fame in Building and Planting, that the susrLIME is in Paint-
ing and Poetry; and, confequently, the qualities neceflary for
the attainment of both muft have the fame relation.

1. ‘The firlt and fundamental, he fhews (from ¥ 38'to 47) to
be SENSE:

el L i - —b k3

Good Senfe, which only is the gift of Heav’n,
Aud, 150° na Science, fairly warth the Sfeven.

And for that reafon ; not only as it is the foundation and parent
of them all, and the conftant regulater and dire&or of their ope-
rations, or, as the poet better exprefles it,— of every art of the
Jowl 5 but likewife as it alone can, in cafe of need, very often
fupply the offices of every one of them.

NoTEks.

I il
e

foregoing inftances, the poet
expofes the abfurd imitation of
foreign and difcordant Adan-
zniers in pablic buildings; here
he turns to the ftill greater ab-
furdity of taking their models
from a difcordant Climate, in
their private ; which folly, he
fuppofes, may be more eafily

redrefled, as men will be fooner
brought to fzel for them|olyes
than to f:’fv.f;??' the public.
VER. 39. Oft have yau hint-
edy Ge. Samething there is more
needful than Expence,] To con-
vince a great man of fo ftrange
a Paradox, that Zaffe cannot
be bought, even after it is well




Ep. IV.

MORAL ESSAYS.

Good Senfe, which only is the gift of Heav’'n,

.

And tho’ no Science, fairly worth the {even

A Light, which in yourfelf you muft perceive ; 45

Jones and Le Nétre have it not to give.

To build, to plant, whatever you intend,
To rear the Column, or the Arch to bend,

CoMMENTARY.

VER. 47. To build, to plant, ¢2c.] 2. The next quality, for
dignity and ufe, 15 T ASTE, and but the next : For, as the poet
truly obferves, there 1s — [omething previous ev’n to Tafte—tis
Senfe ; and this; in the order of things: For Sen/t is a tafte and
true conception of Nature ; and Taffe is a fenfe or true concep-
tion of beautiful Nature; but we muft firft know the E [Jences

of things, before we can judge truly of their Qualitres.

The bu-

{inefs of Ta/fe; therefore, in the purfuit of Magnificence; is;: as
the poet fhews us (from y 46 to 65) 1. (to ¥ 51) To catchor
lay hold on Nature, where fhe appears moft in her charms.
2. (to ¢ 57) To adorn her, when taken, as beft fuits her dig-
nity and quality ; that is, to drefs her in the light and modett
habit of a virgin, not load her with the gaudy ormaments of a
proftitute. This ruleobferved, will preventa tranfgreflion in the
following, which is, not to let all its beauties be feen at once,
but in fucceflion 3 for that advantage is infeparable from a grace=
241 and well-drefled perfon. 3. (to ¥ 65) To take care that

NoTESs.

paid fory will need a very broad

bint indeeds efpecially when

followed by another as ftrange,
that there is

— fomething previous €v'n to Tafte—t:5 Senfe.

Yet as feverea fubject of bu-
miliation as all this is to the

Iy . = 1
Rich, it was but neceflary to

order ‘to work
that teach-
neceflary for

inculcate 1ty 1in
in them, if poifibl
ablenefs of mind

theit profiting by the following
inftruCtions.

VER. 46. Inigo Fones the
celebrated Archite¢t, and M.
Le Niire, the defigner of the
beft Gardens of France. P.
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272 MORAL ESSAYS., Epr.lIV.

"To fwell the Terras, or to fink the Grot ;

In all, let Nature never be forgot. 5@
‘But treat the Goddefs like 2 modeft fair,

Nor over-drefs, nor leave her wholly bare ;

Let not each beauty ev’ry where be {py’d,
Where half the {kill is decently to hide.

He gains all points, who pleafingly confounds, 33
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COMMENTARY.
the ornaments be well fuited to that par?, which it is your pur-
pofe to adorn; and, as in dreffing out a modeff Fair -:'which is
the poet’s own comparifon) the colours are proportioned to her
complexion; the fluff, to the enbonpoint of her perfon ; and the
fathion, to her air and thape; fo in ornamenting a villa, the
rife or fall of waters thould correfpond to its acclivities or decli-
vities ; the artificial bills or wales to its cover or expofure; and
the manner of calling in the country, to the difpofition of its a-
fpeft. But again, as in the illuftration, whatever be the variety
in colour, ftuff, or fafthion, they muft ftill be fo fuited with re-
fpect to one another, as to produce an agreement and harmony
in their aflemblage; fo woods, waters, mountains, vales, and
viftas muft, amidft all their diverfity, be fo difpofed with a re-
-Jation te each other, s to create a perfe& fymmetry refulting
from the whole ;-and this, the Genius of the place, when reli-

3 :

ENARS & D wriily, sl a g

NoTEs.

VER. 53. Let not each bean-
ty ev’ry where be fpy’'d,] For
when the fame beauty obtrudes
itfelf upon you over and over ;
when it meets you full at what-
ever place you flep, or to
whatever point you turn, then
Nature lofes her proper charms

£ b e s ik e
Of & madef? jair ; and veu be-
; J

gin to hate and naufeate her as
a proﬁiture.
VER. 54. ff?}c’?‘e :5(]1’.}“ .ﬂ{-'c'

Jkill is decently to hide.] Tf the

poet was right in comparing
the true drefs of Nature to that
of a medeft fair, it is a plain
confequence, that one half of
the defigner’s art muft be, de-
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Confult the Genius of the Place in all ;
That tells the Waters or to rife, or fall ;
Or helps th’ambitious Hill the heav’ns to {cale,
Or fcoops in circling theatres the Vale; 6o

Calls in the Country, catches op’ning glades,

Joins willing woods, and varies {hades from {hades
Now breaks or now direés, th’ intending Lines ;

1 o AC TTO 4 " e xr I
Paints as you plant, and, as you work, defigns.

R T
- - i —_ . - -
e A el ed 1l = L St S PR R o
y < ever fail to inform us of; who, 2s the
poet &
AT -~ ]
& i - o 3 rEnd F id '.f’._}
.,_;~T..‘-__ 1 -j La Ll 7 ;I- _'hr ':-- L4 .I‘-'- i
o
i ~ e & [y il -~ x T ol T B
ind this 15 a 1ull ana co iete deidl on Of ¢ g/ce of {:{::Eg
Sy
NoTEs. l .
tly 1o ; as the other ball | 1 g
is, gracefully to difcover ti g
T ~ B g ir BT .-' 1 g A1
\ : L—.-s'-ns wnty of the ¢ mL al idea. U’
PPl | D1 e - o1 p 5 1 . I
of the Place, &c.— to dsfigns, i“it, the Genius of the place -l.!,-_
L 3 e o - o £ L
¥ 64.] ] e perfonalizin e* ra- | tells the waters, or only iim- a|
1 - J = 3 o I.| |
ther deifying th

f the ph. gives uwc\:’nunn: Then he
s th’ ambitious bill, or is a
fellow-labourer : T en again
00ps the circlin ‘T{m.fu,
or works "=0rn,, or in chief.
fterwards, rifing faft in our

place, in order to be confulted
as an Oracle, has p"nJL'( ed one
of the nobleft and moft fublime
defcriptions of f.'?-_

e —
———

oety could exprel

l
l i
p 1 Al %
this  Genius, while | idea of dignity, he ealls in the {#
the work, is €o "r.‘.-*., ﬁlludln'r to the orders 1
little and ! princes in their progrefs, .
vancing from a fimpl w hul MCL.} omed t Uulip ay all bt
to a creator of al \ 3
of ed Nature, in a2 va- l %
of bold meta phors and al- l
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Still follow Senfe, of ev'ry Art the Soul, 63

Parts anfw’ring parts thall flide into a whole,

COMMENTARY.
VER. 65. Still follow Senfe, &c] But now when Good Senfe

has led us up to Ta/fe, our fondnefs for the ele gauc;tq of our new
miftrefs, oftentimes occafions us to neglet the plainnefs and
fimplicity of the old; we are but too apt to forfake our Guide, -
and to gwe ourﬁlvns up. folely to Zaffe. Our author’s next
rule thercfore 3. 15, Still to follow Senfe, and let it perpetually
accompany us thro’ all the works of Tg/fe.

Still follow Senfe, of ev’ry art the Soul.

*T'hat is, Good Senfe fhould never be 2 moment abfent from the
works of Ta/fe, any more than the Soul from the Body ; for juft
as the Soul animates and informs ev ery air and feature of a beau-
seous body, fo Senfe gives life and vigour to all the products of
Tff/-c.

VER. 66. Parts anfw’ring parts, &e¢.] The particular advan-
tages of the union of Senfe with Tafte he then (:\me.im (from
this verfe to 71) 1. That the beautiful parts which Ta/fe | has laid

NoTEs.

metaphor taken from the of-
fice of the priefthood, in the
adminiftration of one of its
holy rites 3 till at lengthy he

becomes a Divinity, and cre-
ates and prefides over the

Now -breakss or now divecls th’ intending lines,
Paints as you plant, andy as ysu work, (f’if"'iff

Much in the fame manner as
the plaftic Nature is fuppofed
to do, in the work of human
generation.

VER. 65, Stzll follow Senfe,
&Fc.] The not obfervin o this
,.Jl‘,, bewilder'd a late noble
writer (diftinguithed for his phi-
bofopby of Tajte) in the purfuit
of the Grand and Magnificent
"t moral life 3 who, when Gaod

Senfe had led him up to the
To xohw %, To wpiwor, Of ancient
renown, difcharged his Guide ;
and, ecaptivated with the de-
lichts of Tafle, refolved all in-
to the elegancies of that idea :
And now, Reafon, Morality,
Religion, and the truth of
things, were nothing clfe but
TastE ; which, [:tlm-. he
might not be thought altoge-




Ep. V. MORAL ESS5AYS. 275
Spontaneouns beauties all around advance,

Start ev’n from Difficulty, ftrike from Chance;
Nature fhall join you ; Time fhall make it grow

A Work to wonder at—perhaps 2 SToW. 70

COMMENTARY.
out and contrived, Senfe makes to anfwer oné another, and to
flide naturally, without vielence; nto @ whole, 2. That many
beauties will [pontanesufly offer themfelves, fugeefted from the
very neceflity which Senfe lays upon us, of conforming the parts
to the whole, that no eriginal invention of Tafte would have
fupplied. 3. A third advantage 1s, that you are then always fure
to have Nature on your fide,
Nature fhall join you ———

The expreflion is important, when we were bid to begin with
Senfe we were thewn how this would lead us to Taffe, in the
purfuit of Nature : but now that he bids us to go on with Sente,
or f#ill to follow it, after having arrived at ‘Y?i,r‘?s, he tells us,
that Nature will then join us of her own accord : This has a
great beauty, which arifes from the Philofophic Truth of the ob-
{ervation. For, as we obferved before,—S8enfe being a right
conception of Nature; and Ta/ffe a right conception of beautifil
Nature; when thefe are in conjunction, Nature can ftand out

NorTEs.
ther to have deferted his fage | a piece of mechaniim finifhed
conduélrefs) he fometimes dig- | by fome great mafter, where
nified with the name of the | all the parts are fo previoufly
moral fenfe : And he {ucceed- | fitted, as to be eafily put to-
ed, in the purfuit of Truth, ac- | gether by any ordinary work-
cordingly. man : and each part flides into
VER. 66. Parts anfw’ring | its place, as it were thro’ 2
parts fhall flide into a wholes] | groove ready made for that pur-
i. ¢. fhall not be farcedy but go | pofe.
of themfelves ; as if both the VER. 70. The feat and gar-
parts and whole were not of | densof the Lord Vifcount Cob=
yours, but of Natyre's making. | bam in Buckinghamthire. P.
‘The metaphor is taken from !
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276 MORAL ESSAYS. Er. IV.

Without it, proud Verfailles! thy glory falls;
And Nero’s Terraces defert their walls :

The vaft Parterres a thoufand hands fhall make,

Lo! Coruam comes, and floats them with.a Lake:

CoOMMENT AR Y.

no longer, but prefents herfelf to you without further pains or
fearch.

VER. 71. Without it, proud Verfailles | &°c.] To illuftrate this
doctrine, the poet next fhews us (from ¢ »0 to gq) that with-
out this (ommm.d fupport of Good C\c;j 5 ‘dun”:. even of the
higheft Taffe and utmoft Mag nificence, fuch as the Bt iildings of
Ver “failles, the Gardens of Villario, and the Groves of Sab; TSy
(muut are the inftances he gives) all, in a very little time, come
to nothing, and no wonder. For the exercife of 7a/fe wirHOUT
QENSE is, where fomething that is not beaut; tful }\r’ ure is mif-
l’lken fnrlt and ornamented as beautiful Nature fhould be : Thefe
ornaments, 1hcruforﬂ., being deftitute of all real fupport, muft be
continually fubjeltto CI'IELI]GL. Sometimes the owner himf{elf will
grow weary of them (as in the cafe of Villario) and find at laft,
that Nature is to be preferred before them,

Tir'd of the fcene }tlrterua and Fountains yzeld,
He finds at !ayf be better likes a Field,

NoTESs.
Vier. 72. And Nero's Ter- | ]‘llﬁ.‘tf]'n, and that foon ; there-

vaces defert their walls :] The J fore it is with great propriety,
expreflion is very fignificant, | he fays, that the Terraces de=
Had the #alls been faid to de- | jf;-r their walls, which implies
fert the Terraces, this. would | purpofe and violence in their
have given us the image of a | fubverfion.

(]...H.ILLLiiUH, effected lw time VER. 74. Lo! CopHAM
only 3 which bad been foreign | comes, and Sloats them with a
to the 'ou"a intention 3 \‘.hu i8 | -Lake :] An high compliment to
here itL tking of the punithment | the noble puion on whom itis
of unjupporie ’J'Ir_r//fﬁ', m the de- | beftowed, as making him the
figned fubveriion of it, either i Subflitute rfGam’Sr.-'s.{.;"é-'.—-—'I‘hIs
by gzod ok bad, asit happens; | office, in the original plan of
one of which 1s fure to do its l the poem, was given to an-
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Fs.IV. MORAL ESSAYS. = 277

[

Or cut ‘wide views thro’ Mountains tothe Plain, 735
You’ll with your hill or fhelter’d feat again,
Ev’n in an ornament its place remark,
Nor in an Hermitage fet Dr. Clarke.

Behold Villario’s ten-years toil compleat ;
His Quincunx darkens, his Efpaliers meet ; 8o
The Woad fupports the Plain, the parts unite,
And ftrength of Shade contends with ftrength .of

Light ;

COMMENTARY,

Sometime, again, the Heir (like Sabinus’s) will be changing
a bad Tafte for a worfe,

Orwe boundlefs green, or flourifh’d carpet views,

With all the mournful family of Yews.
So that mere Tafle ftanding expofed between the #rze and falfe,
like the decent man, bl..twr_cu the rigidly virtuous, and tho-
roughly profligate, hated and defpifed b}r both, can never long
fu almrt itfelf ; and with this the fir/? pars of the Epiftle concluc les.

NorTEs,
other Man of TasTE; who | wind upon his houfe and par-
not having the SENsE to fee | terre, which were before ad-
a compliment was intended | orned and defended by beau-

him, convinced the poetit did | tiful woods. P.

not belong to him. VER. 78, — et Dr. Glarke.]
VER. 755 76, Or cut wide | Dr. S, Clarke’s buflo placed by

wiewus thra’ Mountains :‘a the | the Queen in the Hermitage,

Plain, }'A-'.'f’.-'. wwifh your hill or-| while the Dr. duely ilLUu{,;lLLi

Jhelter’d feat again.] This was | the Court. B,

done in l“ rtf uu]}.HErc, by a VEer. 81, 82. The Weod

wealthy citizen, at the expence j:f“fmh the Plains the ':""'

of abeve 50 1. by which | uuate, And firength of

=l o

means |""1 rely to overlook a. | contendswith jz’:,::gfk of L
dead | ) he 15: in the north- | Theimagery is here taken 1

S 3
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MORAL ESSAYS,

Er, IV,

A waving Glow the bi{;omy beds difpla_y,

Bluthing in bright divcrﬁt_ics of day,

With filver-quiv’ring rills mzander’d o’er—

Enjoy them, you! Villario can no more ;

NoTES.

Painting in the judicious exe-
cution of the Pencil, and in
the happy. improvement of it
by fime. T'o underftand what
i5 meant by fupporting (which
is a term of art common both
to Planting and Painting) we
muft confider what things make
the natural defect or weaknefs
of a rude uncultivated Plain 4
and thefe are, the having a dif-
:afrrf:mbla.ﬁarmf, and the not
having a proper termination. But
a WWyed, rightly difpof‘cd takes
away the one, and gives what
15 wanting of the othar.

— The parts unite.

The utmoft which art can do,
when it does its full office; is
¢ give the work a confent of
parts 3 but it is 22me only. that
can make the wnion here fpoken
of; there being the fame dif-
ference between thefe, - as be-
tween a fimple Contradl, and
a Confummation. So in paint-
ing the fkill of the ma/fler can
go no further, in the chroma-
tic part, than to fet thofe co-
lours together, which have a
natural friendthip and fympa-
thy for eachother ; But nothing
4

but timte can unite and incor-
porate their tuts:

And firength of Shade contends

with firength of Light.
And now the work becomesa
wery picture 3 which the poet
informs us of, in the {ublime
way of poetical inftruction, by
fetting that picture before our
eyes ; and not merely a pic-
ture, but a perfeit picture, in
which the lights and fhades, not
only bear a proportion to one
another in their force (which is
implied in the word contends )
but are both at their beight,
(which the ‘word ffrangth fig-
nifies.) As the ufe of the fin-
oular number in the terms
Shade and Light, alludes to
another precept of the art, that
not only the fhades and lights
fhould be great and broad, “but
that the maffes of the Ll;lIl"-

obfcure, in"a groupe of objeéls,

i thould ln_io managed, by J.ﬁ.lb-

ordination of the groups to the
unity of defign, as that the
whole together may afford one
great fhade and light.

VER. 84. Blufbing in bright
diverfities of day,] i.¢. The
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MOR AL-ESSA¥XS. 370

Tir’d of the fcene Parterres and Fountains yield,
He finds at laft he better likes a Field.

Thro’ his young W oods how pleas’dSabinus ftray’d
Ot fat delighted in the thick’ning fhade, go
With annual joy the red’ning fhoots to greet,

Or fee the ftretching branches long to meet !

His Son’s fine Tafte an op’ner Vifta loves,

Foe to the Dryads of his Father’s groves;

One boundlefs Green, or flourifh’d Carpet views,
With all the mournful family of Yews ; g6
The thriving plants ignoble broomfticks made,
Now fweep thofe Alleys they were born to {hade.

NoTES.

feveral colours of the grove in
bloom, give feveral different
tints to the lights and fhades.
VER. Q4. Foe to the Dryads
of his Father's groves ; ;] Finely
intimating, by this {ublime
clafical image, -that the Fa-
ther’s tafte was enthufiaftical;
in which paffion there isalways

fomething great and noble ;
tho’ it be too apt, in its flights,

to leave ,fuf,/' behind it: and
this was th ie good man’s cafe.

But his Son’s was a poor  des

fpicable [uper/iition, hlow fom-
brous paffion, whofe perverlity
of Tafte could only gratify it=

ibll

Iith all the m;m?‘:!{ﬁ:f ﬁm-'."f-.' of Yews.

VEr.g5. The two extremes
in parterres, which are equally
\ult_ﬂ; s aboundlefs Green, large
and naked as a field, ora flon-
rifh’d Carpet, where the great-
m,l:. and noblenefs of the pl{:cc
is leffened by being divided in-

| to too many patts, with fcroll’d

works and beds, of which the
examples are frequent. >,
VER. gb. — mat wful fa-
mily of Yews ;] Touches upon
the ill tafte of thofe who arc
fo fond of Ever-greens (parti-
S 4

i

&

C i
g -

R IEETEIESIS




- = — e - v e et = .

280, MORAL ESSAYS. Ep. IV,

At Timon’s Villalet us pafs a day,
Where all cry out, “ What fums are thrown away !
So proud, {o grand; of that {ftupendous air, 101
Soft and Agreeable come never there.
Greatnefs, with Timon, dwells in {fuch a draught
As brings all Brobdignag before your thought.
"To compafs this, his building is 2 Town, 103

His pond an Qcean, his parterre 2 Down ;

CoMMENTARY.
11
VEr.qq. At Timor’s Villa, €&¢c.] As the firft part ended with
expofing the works of Taffe without Sng; , the fecond begins with
a defcription (from ¥ g8 to 173) of ;mfg ﬂﬁfaam‘raﬂm WITH=
OUT EITHER SENSE OR T As TE, in the L:lde!]%, buildings,
table furniture, library, and way of living of Lord Zimon ; w}m,
in none of thefe, could diftinguifh between greatnefs and vafi-
nefs, between regularity and form, between dignity and flate, or
between learning and pm’am‘;} But what then ? ﬂlt.s the poet,
here refuming the great principle of his Philofsphy (which thefs
moral prﬁles were written to illuftrate, and co-deqmut} on
which they are all regulated) tho’

Heav’'n vifits with a Tafle the wealthy Fool,
And reeds ne Rod

NoTEs.

cularly Yews, which are the | ed to comprize the principles
moft tonfile) as to deftroy the | of a falfe Tafte of Magnifi-
nobler Forefl-trees, to make | cence, and to exemplify what
way for fuch little ornaments | was faid before, that nothing
as Pv ramids ofcmrk-f“reen con- | but Good Senfe can attain it
nu,]lv repeated, not unlikea | P.
_Flmcril proceflion. P. VER. 104, — all Brobdig-
VER. 99. At Timon’s Vil | nag] A region of giants, in "1..,
ja] This defcription is intend- fatires of Gubliver.,

SR T ST R kel
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MORAL ESSAYS, 281

Who but muft laugh, the Mafter when he fees,
A puny infe@, fhiv'ring at a breeze !

Lo, what huge heaps of littlenefs around !

The whole, a labour’d Quarry above ground. 110
Two Cupids fquirt before: 2 Lake behind
Improves the keennefs of the Northern wind.

His Gardens next your admiration call,

On ev’ry fide you look,

No pleafing Intricacies intervene,

behold the Wall!
11§

No artful wildnefs to perplex the {cene ;

Grove nods at

grove, each Alley has a brother,

And half the platform juft reflects the other.

CoOMMENTARY.,

Yet the punifhr

turned to the benefit of others:

nent is confined as it ought; and the evil is

For

—_bence the Poor are cloath’d, the Hungry fed 3
Health to bimfelf, and to bis Infants bread,
The Lab’rer bears ; what bis hard heart deniesy

KHi; charitable vanity fuppises.

NoTES.

VER. 10q. Lo ! what buge
beabs of littlene(s around, ] Gran-
dewr in building,-as in the hu-
man frame, takes not its de-
nomination from the body, but
the foul of the work : when
the foul therefore is loft or
incamber’d in its invelope, the
unanimated parts, how buge {o-
ever, are not members of gran-
deyr,but mere heaps of li tenefss

r

-

=7]

18, Grove nods
Alley has a bro=

ER. 11", T
ar FYoveé, 1":(_»'1'15 4 !
ther, And balf the platform
juft reflecls the other.] Thisis
exaltly the two puddings of the
citizen in the foregoing fable,
only ferved up 2 little more
magnificently : But both on the
{ame abfurd principle of wrong
tafte, viz. that one can never
| have too much of a good thing.

Oy




MORAL ESSAYS. Ee IV.

The {uff’ring eye-inverted Nature fees,

282
Trees cut to-Statues, Statues thick as trees ; 120
With here a Fountain, never tobe play’d ;
‘And there a Summer-houfe, that knows no fhade;
Here Amphitrite fails thro’ myrtle bow’rs 3
There Gladiators fight, or die in flow’rs ;
Un-water’d {ee the drooping fea-horfe mourn, 123
And fwallows rooft in Nilus’ dufty Urn.

My Lord advances with majeftic mien,
Smit with the mighty pleafure, to be feen :
But foft—Dby regular approach—not yet—
Fir{t thro’ the length of yon hot Terrace {weat; 130
And when up ten fteep flopes you've drag’d your

thighs,

Jutt at his Study-door he’ll blefs your eyes.

His Study ! with what Authors is it ftor’d ?
In Books, not Authors, curious is my Lord ;

NoTEs.

Ibid. Grove nods at grove,
&e.], The exquifite humour of
this expreflion 1::’&3 folely from
its fignificancy. Thele groves,
that have no mea ANINg, but very
near relation-thip, can exprefs
themfelves only like twin-ideots
by nods 3 which juft ferve to let
us undcrﬂand, that they know
one Juother,
nurfed,

as-hay

ving been |

one common parent.

VER. 124. Thé two Statues
of the Gladiator pugnans and
Gladiator moriens. P.

VER. 130. The Approaches
and Communication of houfe
with garden, or of one part
with another, ill judged, and
inconvenient. P.

VER. 133 I—I;;bz‘mjff:’ T

and brought up by ! The falfe Tafte in Books; a
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MORAL ESSAYS,

To all their dated Backs he turns you round :

- - L T

:283
13§

Thefe Aldus printed, thofe Du Suéil has bound.
Lo fome are Vellom, and the reft as good

For all his Lordfhip knows,

but they are Wood.

For Locke or Milton ’tis in vain to look,

Thefe thelves admit not any modern book.

And now the Chapel’s

140
filver bell you hear,

That fummons you to all the Pride of Pray’r :

Light quirks of Mufic, broken and uneven,

Make the foul dance upon 2 Jig to Heav’n,

On painted Cielings you devoutly flare,

145

Where {prawl the Saints of Verrio or Laguerre,

NoTES.

fatire on the vanity in collect- |

ing them, more frequent in
men of Fortune than the ftudy
to underftand them.
delight chiefly in the elegance
of the print, or of the “bind-
ing; fome have carried it fo
far, as to caufe the upper fhelves
to be filled with painted books
of wood ; others pique them-

felves fo mueh upon books |

in a language they do not un-

derftand, as te exclude the
moft ufeful 1y one they do.
B,

VER. 142. The falfe Tafte
in Maufic, improper to the fub-
jects, asof ll”i’lt airs in churches,
often practif (ed by the orga mﬁk

&%+ B

I\,[anv ':

VEr. 142. That fuwmam
you to all the Pride of Pray’r:
This abfurdity is very hxpprly
expreffed ; Pride, of all hu-
man follies, being the firft we

{ fhould leave behind us when

we approach the facred altar.
But he who could take Mean-
nefs for Magnificence, might
eafily msf’mkc Humility Tor
Meannefs.

VER. 145. —And in Paini-
ing (from which even Italy is
not hu:) of naked figures In
Churches, &¢. which Iw. ob-
liged fome Popes to put drape-=
ries on fome of thofe of the
beft mafters. P.

VER. 146, Where fprawl the
Saints of Perrio and Lagucrre,]

[T id T
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0; gilded clouds in fair expanfion lie,

And bring all Paradife before your eye.

NorTEs.

This was not only faid to deride
the indecency and aukward
pofition of the figures, but to
infihuate the want of dignity in
the fubjects. Raphael’s pagans,
as the devils in - Milton, act a
nobler part than the’ Gods and
Saints of ordinary poets and
painters.  The cartons at
Hampton-Court are talked of
by every body ; they have been
copied, engraved, and criti-
cifed ; and yet fo little fludied
or confidered, that in the nobleft
of them, of which more, too,
has been faid than of all the
reft, we are as much ftrangers
to St. Paul's audience in the
Areopagus, as to thofe he
preached before at Theflalo-
nica or Bercea,

The ftory from whence the
painter took his fubjet is this,
— ¢ 5t. Paul came to Athens,
*¢ was encountered by the Epi-
““ cureans and Stoics, taken up
¢ by them to the court of Areo-

“¢ pagus, before which he made.

*“ his apology ; and amongft his
*¢ converts at this time, were
¢ Dionyfius, the Areopagite,
‘¢ and 2 woman named Dama-
“ris,” On this fimple plan he
exercifes his invention, Paul is
placed on an eminence in the

round him in 2 circle 5 and 2
ftatue of Mars in the front of
his temple denotes the fcene of
Adtion.

The firft figure has been
taken notice of for the force of
it’s expreflion. We fee all the
marks of conviftion, and re-
fignation to the will of the di-
vine Meflenger.- But I do not
know, that it has been fufpect-
ed, that a particular charaéter
was here reprefented, And
yet the Platonic’ countenance,
and the female attendant, thew
plainly, that the painter defign-
ed Dronysius, whom Eccle-
fiattical ftory makes of this fect,
and to whom facred hiftory has
given this companion. For the
woman is DA M AR TS mention-
ed, with him, in the Aéts, asa
joint convert, Either the Ar-
tift miftook his text, and fup-
pofed her converted with him
at this audience ; or, what is
more likely, he purpofely com-
mitted the indecorum of bring-

“ng 2 woman into the Areopa-

gus, the better to mark out his
Diomyfius 5 a charaéter of great
fame in the Romith Church,
frem a voluminous myftic im.
poftor who has aflumed his ti-
tles, NexttothisPraTonisTt

act of fpeaking, the audience § of open vifage and extended
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Er. IV

To reft, the Cufhion

Who never mentions Hell to ears polite.

arms, -is a figure deeply col-
leted within himfelf,immerged
in thought, and ruminating on

what -he hears. LcJIJ.mnm\l

to his ftate, are his arms bu-
ried in his garment, and his
chin repofing on his bofom; n

a word, all hislineaments denote
the brort_; the fymbol of
which fect was, Ne fe quafiveris

extra. Adjoining to him is an
old man with a fqualid beard
habit, leaning on
crouch, and t:|"1‘-i'1::1 his ‘eyes
l','\”\"..l.LlL! on the Apoftle;
with 2 countenance fo four anc

1
ald

o

canine, that one cannot hefi-
tate a moment lu I"l\ 1104
him 2 Cynic. The next that
follows, by his elegance of
dui\, dnd placid air of raillery
and neglect, betrays the E Bi-
cUREAN : As the other which
ftands clofe by him, with his
finger on his lips denot n-’f ,f'-"—
I':rm, plainly marks out a !

lower of Py THAGORAS. H
ter thefe come a groupe of
figures caveling in all the rage
of difputation, and criticiling

cine
neil o]

the divine Speaker. I'hefe
plainly defign the AcADE-
MICs, the genius of \.’“L,_

{chool was to debate de quoli-
et ente, and never come to.2

MORAL E

and foft

1

e — s

' g 'rr'r.'] The fine image here

} I‘E'.l.'!» !;.\l.'“.'.{_ ..

(]
i

(e
K

Dean invite,

150

determination. . Without the
Circle, :aml behind the princi-
pal-fig number of
\L,Lm“;m-:. T..ulwr}u the fcho-
lars and difciples of the feve-
ral fe&s. Thefe are all before
the apoftle. Behind him are
other Figures: One ré-
carding - the :'_I)flii.i""' ation,
face turned upwards ;

res, 4re’” 2

tWo

with his
in which the pafficns

of mali-

cious zeal apd difappeinted
S %

rage are {o ftrongly. marked

that we needed not the 7ed

bonnet to fee he was a Jewith

Rabbi.. The other is a pagan
prieft full of anxiety for the
danger of the eftablifhed Re-

ligion.
Thus has t]‘.I~‘ great f\-Tn;-’;cr,
in order to he 1 rhten the

of his 1m-mt, b u.ngh: in the
heads of every felt of }IIOLU‘

phy and nhrfun whic 11 were
moft averfe to the pn mlpu

and moft oppofed to the fuc-
cefs of the Gofpel ; fo that one
may truly efteem this carton
as the ‘“'Il..att.it cffort of his di=

vine gmma.
g 4 Ao e |
" ER. I_—.‘..f}. b Ere J}JI:] Wi
the Saints of Verrioy or Le-

J-Lii-]'.'l =
10-.

giyen in a J.'H'i‘l't.. “ui’d
unnatiiral
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Er. IV,

But hark ! the chiming Clocks to dinner call ;
A hundred footfteps ferape the marble Hall -
The rich Buffet well-colour’d Serpents grace,

And gaping Tritons {fpew to wath your face.

NorTEgs.

fition of the piCture, and the
too natural poftures of its fe-
male figures.

Ibid. Verrio or Laguerre. ]
Verrio (Antonio Jpainted many
cielings, &ec. at Windfor,
Hampton-court, &c. and La-
guerre at Blenheim-caftle, and
other places. P.

VER. 150. Who never men-
tions Hell to cars polite.] ‘This
15 a fa€t; a reverend Dean
preaching at Court, threatned
the finner with punithment in
“¢ a place which he thought it
¢ not decent to name in fo
€€ polite an aflembly.”” P,

VER. 153 Taxes the in-
congruity of Ornaments (tho’
fometimes prattifed by the an-
cients) where an open mouth
ejeéls the water into a foun-
tain, or where the fhocking
images of ferpents, &c. are
mtroduced in Grotto’s or Buf-
fets.. P.

VER. 153. The rich Buffet
well-colour’d Serpents grace, |
The circumftance of being wel/-
éolour’d fhews this ornament
not only to be very abfurd, but
very adious too 3 and has a pe-
culiar beauty, as, in one in-

ftance of falle Tafte, viz. an
mfudicious choice in imitation,
he gives (in the epithet em-
ploy’d) the fugeeltion of an*
other, which is an injudicious
manner of it - For thofe dif-
agreeable objects which, when
pamted, give pleafure; if co-
loured after nature, in relief,
become thocking, as a toad, or
dead carcafe in wax-work : yet
thefe things are the delight of
all people of bad Tafte. How-
ever, the Ornament itfelf pre-
tends to fcience, and would
Juftify its ufe by antiquity, tho’
it betrays the moft miferable
ignorance of it. The Serpent
amongft the ancients, was fa-
cred, and full of venerable my-
fteries. Now things do not
excite ideas fo much according
to their own natural impre(-
{ions, as by fictitious ones, ari-
fing from foreign and acciden-
tal combinations; confequent-
ly the view of thisanimal raifed
in them nothing -of that abhor-
rence which it is wont to do
inus; buty on the contrary,
very agreeable {enfations, cor-
refpondent to thofe foreign aflo-
ciations. Hence, and more ¢~
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Is this a dinner ? this a Genial room? 1

MORAL -ESSAYS.

)
o

"\.\J

Ly
L

No, ’tis a Temple, and a Heecatomb.

A folemn Sacrifice, perform’d in fate,

You drink by mealure, and to minutes eat.

So quick retires each flying courfe, you'd {wear

Sancho’s dread Do&or and his Wand were there,

NO

fpecially, becaufe the Serpent

was the peculiar -Symbol of |
t pled to employ it ; buty in its

health, it became an extreme
proper ornament to the gental
rosms of the ancients.  In the
mean time, we whoare ftrangers
to all this fupertition, yet make
ourfelves liable to one much
more abfurd, which is, idoliz-
ing the very fafbions that arofe
fromit. Butifthefe pretenders
to Tafte can fo widely miftake,
it is no wonder that thofe who
pretend to none, I mean the
verbal Critics, fhould a little
ballucinate in this matter. 1
remember, when the fhort La-
tin infcription on Shakefpear’s
monument was firft fetup, and
in the very ftyle of elegant and
fimple antiquity, the News.
papers were full of thefe fmall
critics 3 in which the only ob
{ervation that looked like learn-
ing, was founded in this igno-
rance of Tafte and Antiquity.
One of thefe Critics objeéted
to the word Jders (in the in-

'r
1
|
|
[
|
|
i

TR S¢

fcription) becaufe the Roman
writers of the pureft times {cru-

ftead, ufed an improper, that
i8, a figurative word, or other-
wife a circumlocution. But
had ke confidered that it was
their Superftition of Jucky and
anlucky wards which occafion’d
this delicacy, he muft have feen
that a  Chriftian writer, in a
Chriftian infcription, aéted with
great judgment in avoiding fo
fenfelefs an affeétation of, what
he mifealls, claflical exprefiion.

VER. 155. s thisa dinner,
¢7¢.7] ‘The proud Feftivals of
fome men are here fet forth te
ridicule, where pride deftroys
the eafe, and formal regularity
all the plcuﬁlr;thlc enjoyment
of the entertainment. P.

VER. 156. — @ Hecatoml )
Alluding to the hundred fos:/leps
before.

VER. 160. Sancho’s dread

Dostor] See Don Quixote,
chap. xlvii. D.
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Between each A& the trembling falvers ring, 161
From foup to {fweet-wine, and God blefs the King,
In plenty ftarving, tantaliz’d in ftate,

And complaifantly help’d to all I hate,

Treated, carefs’d, and tir’d, I take my leave, 1635
Sick of his civil Pride from Morn to Eve ;

I curfe fuch lavith coft, and little fkill,

And {wear no Day was ever paft (o ill.

Yet hence the Poor are cloath’d, the Hungry fed;
Health to himfelf, and to his Infants bread 170
The Lab’rer bears: 'What his hard Heart denies,
His charitable Vanity fupplies.

Another age fhall fee the golden Ear
Imbrown the Slope, and nod on the Parterre,

COMMENTARY.

VER. 173. Another age, &5c] But now a difficulty fticks
with me, (anfwers an objetor) this load of evil ftill remains a
monument of folly to futare ages ; an incumbrance to the plain
on which it ftands; and a nuifance to the neighbourhood round
about, flling it

. Toith imitating fools,

NoTEs.

VER. 169. Yet hence the y pence more than a good one.
Poor &¢.] The Moral of the | ‘This recurs to what is laid
whole, where Provibence | down in Book i. Epift. II.
is juftified in giving Wealth | ¥ 230—7, and in the Epiftle
to thofe who fquander it in this | preceding this, ¥ 161, &c. P.
manner. Abad Tafteemploys |  VER. 173.  Austher age
more hands, and diffufes Ex- | &°c.] Hagd the Poet lived but
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Ed B  NMOR-AL ESSAYS 289
Deep Harvefts bury all his pride has plann’d; 173
And laughing Ceres re-aflume the land.

Who then fhall grace, or who improve the Soil ?

Who plants like BaTaURST, or who builds like
BoyLE.

CoOMMENTARY,

For men are apt to take the example next at hand; and apteft
of all to take a bad one. No fear of that, replies the poet,
(from ¥ 172 to 177.) Nothing abfurd or wrong is exempt from
the jurifdiction of T'ime, which is always fure to do full juftice
on it

Another age fhall [ee the golden Ear

Imbrown the Slope, and nod on the Parterre,

Decp Harvefts bury all bis pride has plann'd,

And laughing Ceres re-affume the land,
For the prerogative of

————Time fhall make it grow,

is only due to the defigns of #rue Ta/le joined to Ufe : And

*Tis Ufle alone that fanctifies Expence s
and nothing but the fanclity of that can arreft the juftice of
Time. And thus the fecond part concludes ; which confifting
of an example of falfe Tafte in every attempt to Magnificence,
is full of conccaled precepts for the true : As the firft part,
which contains precepts for frue Tafte, is full of exampies of the
jl;':f,f“é‘.

I11.
VER. 177, Who then jhall grace, £5¢.] We come now to the

third and laft part, (from y 176 to the end) and, as in the firft,
the poet had given examples of wrong judged Magnificence, in

NorTEs.
three Years longer, he had feen | great beauty of this line is an
this prophecy fulfilled. inftance of the art peculiar to
VER. 156. And langhing | our poet; by which he has fo
e

Ceres re-alffume the land.] Th difpofed 2 trite claffical figure,
T

i
4
|
i
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290 MORAL ESSAYS. E». IV.

"Tis Ufe alone that fanifies Expence,

And Splendor borrows all her rays from Senfe. 180
His Father’s Acres who enjoys in peace,

Or makes his Neighbours glad, if he encreafe :

Whofe chearful Tenants blefs their yearly toil,

Yet to their Lord owe more than to the foil

COMMENTARY.

things of Taffe without Senfe ; and, in the fecond, an example
of others without either Senfe or Tafle; fo the third is employed
in two examples of Magnificence in Planting and Building ; where
both Senfe fmd’ Taffe highly prevail : The one in him, to whom
this Epiftle is “udlt,ilui and the other, in the truly noble
perfon whofe amiable Charaer bore fo confpicuous a part in
the foregoing.

Who then fhall grace, or who improve the Soil 2
Who plants lite BATHURST, or who builds life BoYLE.

Where in the fine defcription he gives of thefe two fpecies of
Magnificence, he artfully i:lﬂnuatee, that tho’, when executed in
a true Tafle, the great end and aim of both be the fame. viz.
the general good, in ufe or ornament ; yet that their progrefs
to this end is carried on in direCt contrary courfes; that, in

NoTEs:s,

as not only to make it do its
vulgar office, of reprefenting a
very pima’fu! harwvefl, but alfo
to ailume the fmage of Na-
ture, re-eftablifhing ]'lLI felf in
her ::thc;, and mocking the
vain’efforts of falfe m: _L_;niﬁ-
cence, which would keep her
out of them,

VER. 179, 180. *Tis Ufe
alme that fanttifies Expence,
And Spendor borrows all bher

4

rays from fenfz.] Here the poet,
to make the examples of good
Ta/?e the better underftood, in-
treduces them witha fummary
of his Precepts in thefe two
{ublime lines : for, the confult-

b ingUle is beginning with Senfe

and the making Splendor or
Tafte borrow all its rays from
thence, is gong on with Senfe,
after fhe has led usup to Za/fe.
The art of this can never be




B R . N s e " T e ey
i S s AR A BT W T i o Vi
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Whofe ample Lawns are not atham’d to feed 183
The milky heifer and deferving fteed ;

Whofe rifing Forefts, not for pride or thow,

But future Buildings, future Navies, grow :

Let his plantations ftretch from down to down,

Ficft thade a Country, and then raife a'Town. 190

COMMENTARY.

Planting, the private advantage of the neighbourhood is firft
promoted, till, by time, it rifes up to a public benefit :

Whofe ample Lawns are not afbam’d to feed
The milky beifer and deferving fleed s

Whofe rifing Forefls; not for pride or fhow,
Bt future Buildings, future Navies grow.

On the contrary, the wonders of Architeéture ought firft to be
beftowed on the public:

Bid Harbors opens public Ways extend,

Bid Templesy worthier of the Gody afeend ;
Bid the broad Arch the dang’rous flood contain;
The Mole projeited break the roaring main.

And when the public has been properly accommodated and adorn~
ed, then, and not till then; the works of private Magnificence
may take place. This was the order obferv’d by thofe two great
Empires, from whom we received all we have of this polite
art: We read not of any Magnificence in the private build-
ings of Greece or Rome, till the generofity of their public {pi-
tit had adorned the State with Temples, Emporiums, Council+
houfes, Common-Porticos, Baths, and Theatres.

KoTEs.

fufficiently admired. But the | deed, it is the idea under which
- ’ v

Fxoreffion is equal to the | it may be properly confidered :
225} o A e PLOPEEAN S 2
Thought. This fan&ifying of | For wezalth employed according

: JI7E : R ; 2
expence gives us the idea of | to the intention of Providence,
fomething confecrated and fet | is its true gonfecration; and
apart for faered ufes; and in- | the real ules of bumanity

™

A 2
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292 MORAL ESSAYS. E»IV,
You too proceed ! make falling Arts your care,

Ere&t new wonders, and the old repair;

Jones and Palladio to themfelves reftore,

And be whate’er Vitruvius was before :

Till Kings call forth th’ Ideas of your mind, 193%

(Proud to accomplith what fuch hands defign’d, )

Bid Harbors open, public Ways extend,

Bid Temples, worthier of the God, afcend ;

Bid the broad Arch the dang’rous Flood contain,

The Mole projected break the roaring Main; 200

NorTtEs.

were certainly firfl in its in-
tention. .
VER. 195, 197, & *Till
Kings— Bid Harbors cpen,&e. |
The poet after baving touched
upon the proper objelts of Mag-
nificence and Expence, in the
private works of great men,
comes to thofe great and pub-
lick works which become a

prince. ‘This Poem was pub-
lithed in the year 1732, when
fome of the new-built churches,
by the act of Queen Anne,were
ready to fall, being founded in
boggy land (which is fatiri-
cally alluded to in our author’s
imitation of Horace, Lib. ii
Sat 7.

Shall half the new-built Churches round thee ﬁfﬂf}

others were vilely executed,
thro’ fraudulent cabals between
undertakers, officers, &c. Da-
genham-breach had done very
oreat mifchiefs 3 many of the
Highways throughout .En;'?_iami

Yo

were hardly pafiable ; and moft
of thofe which weresepaired by
Turnpikes were made jobs for

: 1 PATEE B Ll gl
private lucre, and infamoufly

executed, even to the en-
trances of London itfelf: The
propofal of building a Bridge
at Weftminfter had been peti-
tion’d againft and rejected ;
but in two years after the pub-
lication of this poem, an A&
for building a Bridge pafs’d thro’
both houfes. * After many de-=

=

bates in the committee, the
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Back to his bounds their fubje¢t Sea command,
And roll obedient Rivers thro’ the Land :

Thefe Honours, Peace to happy Britain brings,
Thefe are Imperial Works, and worthy Kings,

NoTEs.

execution was left to the car- | one; to which our author al-
penter above-mentioned, who ludes in thefe lines,
would have made it a wooden

IWhe builds a Bridge that never drove a pile ©

Should Ripley venture, all the world would fmie.

1
|5

See the notes on that place, P.
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To Mr. AD D IS0 N,

Occafion’d by his Dialogues on Mepavrs,

EE the wild Wafte of all-devouring years !
How Rome her own fad Sepulchre appears, |
With nodding arches, broken temples fpread !

The very Tombs now vanifh’d like their dead !

NoTEs.

THIS was originally writ- ErisT. V.] As the third
ten 1n the year 1715, when | Epiftle treated of the extremes
Mr. Addifon intended to pub- | of Avarice and Prg’;g?m:; and
lifh his book of medals; it | the fourth took up one parti=
was fometime before he was | cular branch of the Iatter,
fecretary of State ; but not pub- | namely, the wanity of expence
lifhed till Mr. Tickell’s Edition | in people of wealth and quality,
of his works 3 at which time | and was therefore a corollary
the verfes on Mr. Craggs,which | to the third; fo this treats of
conclude the poem, were ad- | one circumftance of that Va-
ded, viz. in 1720, 3 l nity, as it appears in the com-

| mon colle@ors of old coins 3
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Imperial wonders rais’d on Nations fpoil’d, &

Where mix’d with Slaves the groaningMartyr toil’'d s

Huge Theatres, that now unpeopled Woods,

Now drain’d a diftant country of her Floods :

Fanes, which admiring Gods with pride {urvey,

Statues of Men, {carce lefs alive than they !

10

Some felt the filent ftroke of mould’ring age,

Some hoftile fury, fome religious rage.

Barbarian blindnefs, Chriftian zeal conipire,

And Papal piety, and Gothic fire.

NoTEs.

and is, therefore, a corollary

to the fourth.
VER. 6. Where mix’d with

laves the groaning Martyr toil'd]

wonder how this circumftance
came to find a place here. But
let him compare it with ¥ 13,
14, and he will fee the Rea-

The inattentive reader might i fon,

Barbarian blindnefs, Chriftian 2eal confpire,
And papal piety, and gothic fire,

For the 8/aves mentidned above
were of the fame nation with
the Barbarians here: and the
Chriftians here, the Succeflors
of the Martyrs there: Provi-
dence ordaining, that thefe
fhould ruin what 2hsfe were
{o injurioufly employed in rear-
ing : for the poet never lofeth
fight of his great principle.
VER. 9. Fanes, which ad-

miring Gods with pride furvey,]
Thefe Gods were the then Ty-
rants of Rome, to whom the
Empire raifed Temples. The
epithet, admiring, conveys a
ftrong ridicule ; that paffion,
in the opinion of Philofo-
phy, always conveying the
ideas of ignorance and mi-

fery :

Nil admirari prape res eff una, Numici,
Solaque que poffit facere & [ervare beatum.

Admiration implying our ignorance of other things; prige, our

ienorance of ourfelyes.
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Perhaps, by its own ruins fav’d from flame, 13
Some bury’d marble half preferves a name ;
That Name the learn’d with fierce difputes purfue,
And give to Titus old Vefpafian’s due.

Ambition figh’d : ‘She found it vain to truft

The faithlefs Column and the crumbling Buft :

Huge moles, whofe thadow ftretch’d from fhore to
thore, 21

Their ruins perifh’d, and their place no more !

Convinc’d, the now contracts her vaft defign,

And all her Triumphs fhrink into a Coin.

A narrow orb each crouded conqueft keeps, 235

Beneath her Palm here fad Judza weeps.

Now fcantier limits the proud Arch confine,

And fcarce are feen the proftrate Nile or Rhine ;

A {mall Euphrates thro’ the piece is roll'd,

And little Eagles wave their wings in gold. 30

NoTES:

VER. 18. And give to Titus | each crowded Conquelt feeps,]
old Velpafian’s due.] A fine | A ridicule on the pompous title
infinuation of the entire want | of Orbis Romanus, which the
of Tafte in Antiquaries; whofe | Romans gave to their empire.
ignorance of Characters mil- VER. 27, — the proud Arch]
leadsthem, (fupported only by | i.e. The triumphal Arch,which
a name) againft Reafon and | wasgenerally an enormous mafs
Hiftory. of building.

VER. 25. A narrew Orb
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The Medal, faithful to its charge of fame,
Thro’ climes and ages bears each form and name:
In one fhort view
Gods, Emp’rors,
With fharpen’d fight pale Antiquaries pore,
Th’ infcription value, but the ruft adore.
This the blue varnifh, that the greem endears,
The facred ruft of twice ten hundred years!
To gain Pefcennius one employs his {chemes,
One grafps a Cecrops in ecftatic dreams.

Poor Vadius, long with learned fpleen devour’'d,

fubjected to our eye
Heroes, Sages, Beauties, lie.
35

40

Can tafte no pleafure fince his Shield was {cour’d :
And Curio,

Sighs for an

reftlefs by the Fair-one’s fide,
Otho, and neglects his bride.
Theirs is the Vanity, the Learning thine: 43
Touch’d by thy-hand, again Rome’s glories fhine;
Jer Gods, and god-like Heroes rife to view,

And all her faded garianda bloom a-new.

NoTES.
VER. 35. With fharpen’d VER. 37. This the blue var-
fight erb Autiquaries pore;] ;:fr' that the green endears|

Jw’m;jfmh ¢ glaffes, invented
by plnlaﬂ;phara to d {cover the
heauties in the minuter works
of nature, ridiculoufly applit..d
by Antiquaries, to detect the
cheats of counterfeit medals.

This a colleGor of filver;

lmt, of brafs coins.
VER.41. Poor Vadius] See
his  hiftery, and that of his

Shield, in the Memoirs of Scrib-
Jerus.
2.
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Nor blufh, thefe ftudies thy regard engage ;

Thefe pleas’d the Fathers of poetic rage ; 50

The verfe and {culpture bore an equal part,
And Art refle€ted images to Art.

Oh when fhall Britain, confcious of her claim,

Stand emulous of Greek and Roman fame?

In living medals {ee her wars enroll’d, 54

And vanquifh’d realms fupply recording gold ?

Here, rifing bold, the Patriot’s honeft face ;

"There Warriors frowning in hiftoric brafs :
Then future ages with delight fhall fee

Howr Plato’s, Bacon’s, Newton’s looks agree; 69

NoTEs.

VER. 49. Nor blufh, thefe
Studies thy regard engage;] A
fenfelefs affectation which fome
writers of eminence have be-
trayed ; who when fortune, or
their talents have raifed them
to a condition to do without
thofe arts; for which only
they gained our efteem, have
pretended to think letters below
their Charaé&ter. This falfe
fthame M. Voltaire has very
well, and with proper indig-
nation, expofed in his ac-
count of Mr. Congreve :
¢¢ He had one Defett, which
€ was, his entertaining too
<¢ mean an Idea of his firft
¢¢ Profeflion, (that of a Wri-
¢ ter) tho’ ’twas to this he

« ow’d his Fame and For-
¢ tune. He {poke of hisWorks
¢ asof T'rifles that were beneath
€ him ; and hinted to me in
¢ our firft Converfation, that
¢ I fhould vifit him upon ne
« other Foot than that of a
¢¢ (Gentleman, who led a Life
¢ of plainnefs and fimplicity.
¢¢ Tanfwer’d, that, had he been
¢ {fo unfortunate as to be a
¢ mere (Gentleman, I fhould
¢ never have come tof{ee him3
¢¢ and I was very much difguft-
¢¢ ed at {fo unfeafonablea piece
¢ of vanity. Letters concern=
ing the Enghfh Nation, Xix.
VER. 53. Ob when fball Bri=
tain, &c,] A compliment to
one of Mr, Addifon’s papers iz
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Or in fair feries laurell’d Bards be thown,
A Virgil there, and here an Addifon.
Then thall thy Craccs (and let me call him mine})

On the caft ore, another Pollio, fhine;
With afpeé open, fhall erect his head, 65

And round the orb in lafting notes be read,

< Statefman, yet friend to Truth ! of {oul fincere;

P

&

-

In a&ion faithful, and in honour clear ;

<« Who broke no promife, ferv’d no private end,

«« Who gain’d no title, and who loft no friend;

4

"~

Ennobled by himfelf, by all approv’d,

¢« And prais’d, unenvy’d, by the Mufe he lov’d.

NoTEgs.

the Spe@ator on this fubject.
VER. 67. ¢ Statcfman, yet
friend totruth, &ec.] It {hould
“be remembered that this poem
was written to be printed be-
fore Mr. Addifon’s difcourfe on
Mezdals, in which there is the
the following cenfure of long
Jegends upon coins: ¢¢ The frft
¢ fault 1 find with a modern
<< legend is its diffufivenefs.
¢« You have fometimes the
¢ whole fide of a medal over-
<¢ ruyn with it. One would
¢¢ fancy the Author had a De-
s¢ fign of being Ciceronian—
c¢ hut it is not only the tedi-
< oufnefs of thefe inferiptions

e |

¢¢ that I find fault with; fup-
¢¢ pofing them of a moderate
<¢ length, why muft they be in
We fhould be fur-
¢ prized to fee the title of 2
¢¢ {erious book in rhime, —
Dial. iit.

VEer. ult. And prais’d un-
envy’d by the Mufe be lsv’d.] It
was not likely that men acting
in fo different fpheres as were
thofe of Mr. Craggs and Mr.
Pope, fhould have their friend-
fhip difturbed by Envy. We
muft fuppofe then that fome
circumftances in the friendfhip
of Mr. Pope and Mr. Addifon

are hinted at in this place.

¢ yerfe ?

10,
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