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FROM Dr. SWIFT, etc. 283

o s e B e B b 4 9, I
From Dr. SwirmT.

Dublin, April 22, 1736,

: Y common illnefs is of that kind which

utterly difqualifies me for all converfa-
tion ; I mean my Deafnefs; and indeed it is
that only which difcourageth me from all
thoughts of coming to England ; becaufe I am
never fure that it may not return in a week. If
it were a good honeft Gout, I could catch an
interval, to take a voyage, and in a2 warm
lodging get an eafy chair, and be able to hear
and roar among my friends, ¢ As to what
““ you fay of your Letters, fince you have many
years of life more than I, my refolution is to
direct my Executors to fend you all your let-
ters, well fealed and pacqueted, along with
fome legacies mentioned in my will, and
leave them entirely to your difpofal : Thofe
things are all tied up, endors’d and locked in
a cabinet, and I have not one fervant who can
properly be faid to write or read: No mor-
tal fhall copy them, but you fhall furely
have them when I am no more.” I have
a little repined at my being hitherto flipped
by you in your Epiftles, not from any other
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284 LETTERS TO AND

ambition than the Title of a Friend, and in
that fenfe I expect you fhall perform your pro-
mife, if your health and leifure and inclination
will permit. - I deny your lofing on the fide of
Poetry ; I could reafon againft you a little from
experience ; you are, and will be fome years
to come, at the age when Invention {till keeps
its ground, and Judgment is at full maturity ;
but your fubjects are much more difficult when
confin’d to Verfe. I am amazed to fee you
exhauft the whole {cience of Morality in {o ma-
fierly a manner. Sir W. Temple, faid that the
Iofs of Friends was a 'Tax upon long life: It
need not be very long, fince you have had fo
oreat a fhare, but 1 have not above one left:
and in this Country I have only a few general
companions of good nature and middling under-
ftandings. How fhould I know Chefelden ?
On your fide, men of fame ftart up and die be-
fore we here (at leaft I) know any thing of the
matter. I am a little comforted with what you
fay of Lord B.’s Genius ftill keeping up, and
preparing to appear by effeCts worthy of the
author, and ufeful to the world.—Common
reports have made me very uneafy about your
neighbour Mr. P. It is affirmed that he hath
been very near death : I love him for being a
Patriot in moft corrupted times, and highly
efteem his excellent underftanding. - Nothing
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but the perverfe nature of my diforders, as I
have above defcribed them, and which are ab-
folute difqualifications for converfe, could hin-
der me from waiting on you at Twittenham,
and nurfing you to Paris. In fthort, my Ail-
ments amount to a prohibition, although I am,
as you defcribe yourfelf, what I mufl call well,
yet I have not {pirits left to ride out, which
(excepting walking) was my only diverfion.
And I muft expet to decline every month, like
one who lives upon his principal fum which
muft leflen every day; and indeed I am like-
wife literally almoft in the fame cafe, while
every body owes me, and no-body pays me.
Inftead of a young race of Patriots on your fide,
which gives me fome glimpfe of joy, here we
have the direct contrary, a race of young Dunces
and Atheifts, or old Villains and Monfters,
whereof four fifths are more wicked and ftu-
pid than Chartres. Your wants are fo few,
that you need not be rich to fupply them ; and
my wants are {o many, that a King’s feven
millions of guineas would not fupport me.

LETTER
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