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FROM Dr. SWIFT, etc. 117

I defire you to read over the Text, and make
a few in any way you like beft®, whether dry
raillery, upon the ftyle and way of comment-
ing of trivial Critics; or humourous, upon the
authors in the poem; or hiftorical, of perfons,
places, times; or explanatory; or collecting
the parallel paffages of the Ancients. Adieu.
I am pretty well, my Mother not ill, Dr. Ar-
buthnot vex’d with his fever by intervals; I
am afraid he declines, and we fhall lofe a wor-
thy man: I am troubled abopt him very
much.
I am, &c.

LE T T E-RXNEIEE
From Dr. SwirT.

July 16, 1728,
Have often run over the Dunciad in an Irith
edition (I fuppofe full of faults) which a
gentleman fent me. The notes I could wifh
to be very large, in what relates to the perfons
concern’d ; for I have long obferv’d that twen-
ty miles from London no-body underftands
hints, initial letters, or town-fa&s and paf-
fages; and in a few years not even thofe who
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live in Lendon. I would have the names of
Sbeferiblers Siinted i S e sy, L0 e
BOICACIIDICTS Princa 1n L.;_\ln..'_hi’l.’ at the bDegin-
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ning ‘or end of the Poem, with an account of
thr:u works, for t
have all the Parodies (as they are call’d) re-
ferred to the author they imitate—When I be-
gan this long paper, ‘I thought I {hould
fil’d it with fc.;m:rr down the feveral pafiages
I had mark’d in the edition T had ; but I find
it unnecefiary, fi:r many of them falling under
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whole, I never in my opinion faw fo much

good fatire, or more good fenfe, in {o many

3
ines, How it pafies in Dublin I know not yet;
but I am fure it will be a great difadvantage
to the poem, that the perfons and facts will rn:)t

be underflood, till an explanation comes out,

a very full one. it 15 not to be pub-
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ithed till towards winter, when 1oiks begin to
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}om Afteritks fill’d up with fome real names

I am now reading your preceding letter, of
fane 28, and find thatall I have advis’d above
i d there. I would be glad to know

e quarto ¢ 15 to come out ano-
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FROM Dr. SWIFT,

thinking whether the Editor thould no

the old ftyle of, This excellent ar :11

and refine in many places when you meant no
refinement ; and into the bargain take all the
load of naming the dunces, tllE’lI’ qualities, hif-

tories, and pcrformances ;

As to your felf, I doubt you want a {purrer-
on to exercife and to amufements ; but to tall
of decay at your feafon of life is a jeft. But you
are not fo regular as I. You are the moft tem-
perate man God-ward, and the moft intem-
perate your {elf-ward, of moft I have known. I
{fuppofe Mr. Gaj vrlll return from the Bath with
twenty polmds more fleth, and two hundred lefs
in money : Providence never defign’d him to be
above two and twenty, by his thoughthﬁne&
and Cullibility, He hath as Little t"ore'!’_'g;ht of
age, ficknefs, poverty, or lofs of admirers, as

a girl at fifteen. By the way, I muft "b ferve,
T
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that my Lord Bolingbroke (from the effects of
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his kindnefs to nu} argues moft { J;_J hiftically ;

The fall from a million to an hundred-thou-

fand pounds is not {o great, as from eight hun-
LR
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dred pounds a year to one: Befides, he isa
controller of Fortune, and Poverty dares not
look a great Minifter in the face, under his low-
eft d""lLl‘*ilOI’l I never knew him live fo great
and -.:\‘n;—;‘i'ﬂ'vdv as he bath done fince his re-
turn ho'“ txile ; fuch mortals have refources
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that others are not able to comprehend. But
God blefs You, whofe great genius has not fo
tranfported you as to leave you to the courtefy
of mankind ; for wealth is liberty, and liberty
15 a bleffing fitteft for a Philofopher—and Gay
1s a Slave juft by two thoufand pounds too lit-
tle—And Horace was of my mind, and let my
Lord contradi& him, if he dares.—

LEST T E R XXXIV.

Bath, Nov. 12, 1728,

‘Have paft fix weeks in queft of health, and

found it not ; but I found the folly of fol-
licitude about it in a hundred inftances; the
cbﬁtraricty of opinions and practices, the inabi-
lity of ‘phyficians, the blind obedience of fome
patients, and as blind rebellion of others. I be-
lieve at a certain time of life, men are either
fools, orphyficians for them{elves, and zealots,
or divines for themfelves.

It was'much in my hopes that you intended
us a winter’s vifit, but laft week I repented that
wifh, having been alarm’d with a report of your
lying ill on'theroad from Ireland; from which
I am juft reliev’d by an affurance that you are
fll at Sir A—'s planting and building ; two
things that I envy you for, befides a third,

1 which
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