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N°464.  Friday, Auguft 22.

Auream quifquis mediocritatem
Diligst, tutus caret obfolet:
Sordibus vetti, caret invidenda
Sobrius anla. Hor.

Am wonderfully pleafed when I meet with any paffage in an old Gresé

or Latin Authot, thatis hot blown upon, and which I have never met

with inany quotation, Of thiskind is a beautiful faying in Theognis;
Vice is covered by wealth, and virtue by poverty; or to give it in the
verbal tranflation, Among men there are fome who have their vices con-
cealed by wealth, and others who bave their virtues concealed by poverty.
Every man’s obfervation will fupply him with inftances of rich men, who
have feveral faults and défefts that are overlooked, if not entirely hid-
den, by means of their riches; and, I think, we cannot find a2 more natu-
ral defcription of a poor man, whofe merits are loft in his poverty, than
that in the words of the wife man. There was a little city, and few
men Within it ; and there came a qa eat King againfl it, and befieged it, and
built great bulwarks againfl it : N rf.::*rr! was found in it @ poor wife
man, and be, by his wifdom, deliver fﬂ' the city; yet no man rememberedthat
Jame poor man. Then faid I, wifdem is better than flrength; neverthelefs,
the poor man's wifdom is defpifed, and bis words are not heard.

The middle condition feems to be the moft advantageoufly fituated for
the gaining of wiidom. Poverty turns our thoughts too much upon the
fupp lying “of our w ants, and riches upon enjoying our fuperfluities; and,
as Cowvley has faid in another cafe, Iz 75 bard for a man to keep a fleady
eye upon truth, who is always in & bartel or a triumph.

If we regard erty and wealth, as they are apt to produce virtues
or vices in the mind of man, one may obferve, that there is a fet of each
of the'e grow ing our of poverty; quite different from that which rifes out
of wealth, Humi ity and patience, induftry and temperance, are very of=
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ten the good qualities of apoor man. Humanity and good-nature, mag.
nanimity, and a fenfe of honour, are as often the qualifications of the rich,
On the contrary, poverty isapt to betray a man into envy, riches into
arrogance. Poverty is too often attended with fraud, vicious compli-
ance, repining, murmur and difcontent. Riches expofe a man to pride
and luxury, a foolith elation of heart, and too great a fondnefs for the
prefent world. In fhort, the middle condition is moft eligible to the
man who would improve himf{elf in virtue; as I have before fthown, it is
the moft advantageous for the gaining of knowledge. It was upon this
confideration that Ag#» founded his prayer, which for the ‘wifdom of ir
is recorded in holy Writ. Two ¥hings have Irequived of thee, deny me
them not before I dye. Remove far from me wvanity and lies; give me
neither poverty, mor riches; feed me with fiod convenient for me. Lefi I
be full and deny theey, and fay, Who is the Lord? or left I be poor and
Sfealy and take the name of my God in vain.

I fhall fill the remaining part of my paper with a very pretty allegory,
which is wrought into a Play by Ariffophanes the Greek Comedian, Tt
feems originally defigned as a fatyr upon the rich, though, in fome parts
of it, it'is like the foregoing difcourfe, a kind of comparifon between
wealth and poverty.

Chremylus, who was an old and a good man, and withal exceeding
poor, being defirous to leave fome riches to his fon, confults the oracle
of Apollo upon the fubje¢t. The oracle bids him follow the firft man
he [hould fee upon his going out of the Temple. The perfon he chan-
ced to fee was to appearance an old fordid blind man, but upon his fol-
lowing him from place to place, he at laft found by his own confeffion,
that he was Plurus the god of Riches, and that he was juft come out
of the houfe of a mifer. Plutus further told him, that when. he wasa
boy he ufed to declare, that as foon as he came to age he would diftri-
bute wealth to mone but virtuous and jult men; upon which Fupiter,
conlidering the pernicious confequences of fuch a refolution, took his
fight away from him, and left him to ftrole about the world in the blind
condition wherein Chremylus beheld him. With much ado Chremylus
prevailed upon him to go to his houfe, where he met an old woman in a
tattered raiment, who had been his gueft for many years, and whofe name
was. Poverty. 'T'he old woman refufing to turn out fo eafily as he would
have her, he threatned to banith her not only from his ewn houfe, but out
of all Greece, if fhe made any more words upon the matter. Poverty
on this occafion pleads her caufe very notably, and reprefents to her
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old landlord, that fhould fhe be driven out of the country, all their
trades, arts and fciences would be driven out with her; and that if every
one was rich, they would never be fupplied with thofe pomps, ornaments
and conveniences of life which made riches defirable. She likewife re-
prefented to him the feveral advantages which fhe beftowed upon her
votaries; in regard to their fhape, their health, and their aétivity, by pre-
ferving them from gouts, droplies, unwieldinefs and intemperance. but
whatever fhe had to fay for her felf, the was at laft forced to ‘troop off.
Chremylus immediately confidered how he might reftore Plutus to his
fight; and in order to it conveyed him to the Temple of & feculapius,
who was famous for cures and miracles of this nature. By this means
the Deity recovered his eyes, and begun to make a right ufe of them,
by enriching every one that was diftinguithed by piety towards the Gods,
and juilice towardsmen; and at the fame time by taking away his giftsfrom
the impious and undeferving. ‘This produces feveral merry incidents,
will in the laft A& Mercury defcends with great complaints from the
Gods, that fince the'good men were grown rich, they had received no
facrifices, which is confirmed by a Prieft of Fapiter, who enters with a
remonitrance, that fince this late innovation he was reduced to a {tarving
condition, and could not live -upon his office.  Chremylus, who in the
beginning of the Play was religiousin his poverty, concludes it with a pro-
pofal which was relifhed by all the good men who were now grown rich
as well as himfelf, that they fhould carry Plutus in a {folemn proceflion
to the Temple, and inftall ‘him in the Pplace of Fupiter. Thisallegory
inftructed the Athenians in two points; firft, as it vindicated- the con-
dué of providence in its ordinary diftributions of wealth; ~and in the
next place, as it thewed the great tendency of riches to corrupt the mo-
rals of thofe who poflefled them.

Cccc 2 Saturday,
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