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Neigr8. The ' SPECTATOR BIX

bines, and jeffamines, may flower together, and his beds be covered at
the fame time with 1iiies,. violets, and amaranths. - His foil is not re-
{trained to any pamgul-.u- fett of plants, but is proper either for oaks or
myrtles, and adapts it felf to the produéts of every climate. Oranges
may grow wild in it ; myrrh may be met with in every hedge, and if he
thinks it proper to have a grove of {pices, he can quickly command Sun
enough to raife it. If all this will not furnith out an agreeable {cene, he
can make feveral new {pecies of flowers, with richer {cents and higher
colours, than any that grow in the gardens of nature. His conforts of
birds may be as full and harmonious, and his woods as thick and gloomy
as he pleafes. He is at no more expence in a long vifta, than a fhort
one, and can as eafily throw his cafcades from a precipice of half a mile
high, as from one of twenty yards. He has his choice of the winds,
and can turn the courfe of his rivers in all the variety of Meanders, that.
are moit delightful to the Reader’s imagination. In a word, he has the
modelling of nature in his own hands, and may give her what charms he
pleafes, provided he does not reform her too much,. and run into abfur-

dities, by endeavouring to-excel.

N° 419.  Tuefday, Fuly v

------- mentis gratiffimus Error. Hor.

HERE is a kind of writing, wherein the Poet quite fofes fight:

I of nature, and entertains his Reader’s imagination with.the cha--
ra&ers and a&ions of fuch perfons as have many of them no-ex-
iftence, but what he beftows on them. Such are fairies, witches, magi-
cians, demons, and departed {pirits. This Mr; Dryden calls the Fairy
way of Writings which is, indeed, more difficult than any other that

depends on the Poet’s fancy, becaufe he has no pattern to follow in it,

and muft work altogether out of his own invention.
There is a very odd turn of thought required for this fort'of writing,-
and it is impoflible for a Poer to fucceed in it, who has not a particuldr

calt of fancy, an imagination naturally fruitful and fuperflitious. Befides
this,
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512 The SPECTATOR Ney4i1q.

this, he ought to be very well verfed in Legends and Fables, antiquated
Romances, and the traditions of nurfesand old women, that he may fa|
in with our natural prejudices, and humour thofe notions which we have
imbibed in our infancy.. For, otherwife, he will be apt to make his Fai-
ries talk like people of his own fpecies, and not like othet fetts of Beings,
who converfe with different objects, and think in a different manner from
that of ‘mankind ;

Sylvis deducti eaveant, me judice, Faun:
Ne velut innati triviis ac pene forenfes
Aut niminm teneris juvenentur verfibus

Hor,

I do not fay with Mr. Bays in the Rebear(al, that Spirits muft not be
confined to fpeak fenfe, but it is certain their {fenfe ought to be a litcle
difcoloured, that it may feem partieular, and proper to the perfon and
the condition of the {fpeaker.

Thefe defcriptions raife a pleafing kind of horrour in the mind of the
Reader, and amufe his imagination with the ftrangenefs and novelty of
the perfons who are reprefented in them. They bring up into our me-
mory the ftories we have heard in our childhood, and favour thofe fe-
cret terrors and apprehenfions to which the mind of man is naturally fub-
je€t. We are pleafed with {urveying the different habits and behaviours
of foreign countries, how much more muft we be delighted and fur-
prized when we are led, as it were, into a new.creation, and fee the
perfons and manners of another fpecies? Men of cold fancies, and phi-
lofophical difpofirions, object to this kind of poetry, that is-has not pro-
bability enough to affet the imagination. - But to this it may be anfwer-
ed, that we are fure, in general, there are many intelle&ual Beings in the
world befides our felves, and feveral fpecies of {pirits, who are fubjeé to
different laws and -oeconomies from thofe of mankind ; when we fee,
therefore, any of thefe reprefented naturally, we cannot look upon the
reprefentation as altogether impoflible ; nay, many are prepoffeft with
fuch falfe opinions, as difpofe them to believe thefe particular delufions ;
at leaft, we have.all heard:fo many pleafing relations in favour of them,
that we do not care, for feeing through the falthood, and ‘willingly: give
our {elves up to fo agreeable an: impofture.

‘T'he Ancients have not much of this poetry amorng them, for, indeed,
almoft the whole -fubftance of it owes its original to the darknefs and fu-
perftition of later Ages, when pious frauds were made ufe of ‘to amufe
mankind, and frighten them into a {enfe of their duty. Our fOl’Eﬂll‘hCIg

looke
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looked upon nature with more reverence and horrour, before the world
was enlightened by learning and philofophy, and loved to aftonifh them-
felves with the apprehenfions of witchcraft, prodigies, charms and en-
chantments. There was not a village in England that had not a ghoft
in it, the Church-yards were all haunted, every large common had a
circle of fairies belonging to it, and there was {carce a fhepherd to be
met with who had not feen a fpirit.

Among all the Poets of this kind, our Englifb are much the beft, by
what I have yet feen, whether it be that we abound with more ftories of
this nature, or that the genius of our country is fitter for this fort of
poetry. - For the Euglif/b are naturally fanciful, and very often difpofed
by that gloominefs and melancholy of temper, which is fo frequent in
our nation, to many wild notions and vifions, to which others are not
fo liable.

Among the Euglifb, Shake(pear has incomparably excelled all others.
That noble extravagance of fancy, which he had in fo great perfe@ion,
throughly qualified him to touch this weak fuperftitious part of his Rea-
der's imagination ; and made him capable of fucceeding, where he had
nothing to fupport him befides the ftrength of his own genius. There is
fomething fo wild and yet fo folemn in the {peeches of his ghofts, fairies,
witches, and the like imaginary perfons, that we cannot forbear thinking
them natural, though we have no rule by which to judge of them, and
muft confefs, if there are fuch Beings in the world, it looks highly pro-
bable they fhould talk and aét as he has reprefented them.

There is another fort of imaginary Beings, that we fometimes meet
with among the Poets, when the Author reprefents any paffion, appe-
lite, virtue or vice, under a vifible fhape, and makes it a perfon or an
aftor in his Poem. Of this nature are the defcriptions of Hunger and
Envy in Ovid, of Fame in Pirgi/, and of Sin and Death in Milton. We
find 2 whole creation of the like thadowy perfons in Spexncer, who had
an admirable talent in reprefentations of this kind. I have difcourfed
of thefe emblematical perfons in former papers, and fhall therefore only
mention them in this place. Thus we fee how many ways poetry ad-
dreffes it felf to the imagination, as it has not only the whole circle of
nature for its province, but makes new worlds of its own, fhews us per-
fons who are not to be found in Being, and reprefents even the faculties
of the foul, with her feveral virtues and vices, in a fenfible thape and
charaéter.

Vor. IIL 4 R % - I
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514 The SPECTATOR Ny,

I fhall, in my two following papers, confider in genetal, how other
kinds of writing are qualified to pleafe the imagination, with which I in.
tend to conclude this Effay.

N° a20.  Wednefday, July 2.

----- ,Q'zmcxmgﬂe volunt mentems andstoris agunto. Hor.,

S the writers in poetry and fition borrow their feveral materials

from outward objeéts, and join them together at their own plea-

~ fure, there are others who are obliged to follow nature more

clofely, and to take entire fcenes out of her. Such are Hiftorians, natu-

ral Philofophers, Travellers, Geographers, and in a word, all who de-
fcribe vifible objeéts of a real exiftence.

It is.the moft agreeable talent of an Hiftorian, to be able to- draw up
his armies -and fight his battels in proper expreffions, to fet before our
eyes the divifions, cabals, and jealoufies of great men, and to lead us
ftep by ftep into. the feveral aftions and events of his hiftory. Welove
to fee the fubje@ unfolding it felf by juft degrees, and breaking upon us
infenfibly, that {fo we may be kept in a pleafing fufpence, and have time
given us to raife our expe@ations, and te fide with one of the parties
concerned in the relation. I confefs this fhews more the art than the
veracity of the Hiftorian, but Iam only to fpeak of him as he is qualified
to pleafe the imagination. And in this refpe@ Livy has, perhaps, excelled
all who ever went before him, or have written fince his time. He de-
fcribes every thing in fo lively a manner, that his whole hiftory is an ad-
mirable picture, and touches on fuch proper circumitances in every fto-
ry, that his Reader becomes a kind of fpe@ator, and feels in himfelf all
the variety of paffions, which are correfpondent to the feveral parts of
the relation.

But among this fett of writers, there are none who more gratifie and
enlarge the imagination, than the Authors of the new philofophy, whe-
ther we confider their Theories of the earth or heavens, the difcoveries
they have made by glafles, or any other of their contemplations on nat%:&

.‘e




	Seite 511
	Seite 512
	Seite 513
	Seite 514

