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in the midft of his pleading, but he had better have let it alone, for he
loft his caufe by his jeft. :

[ have all along acknowledged my felf to be a dumb man, and there-
fore may be thought a very improper perfon to give rules for oratory;
but I believe every one will agree with me in this, that we ought either
to lay afide all kinds of gefture, (which feems to be very fuitable to the
genius of our nation) or at leaft to make ufe of fuch only as are graceful
and expreilive.

N° 409.  Thurfday, Fune 19.

----- — Mufeo contingere cunila lepore. Lucr.

perfe@ion of an accomplifhed man. As this word arifes very of-

ten in converfation, I fhall endeavour to give fome account of it,
and to laydown rules how we may know whether we are poffeffed of it,
and how we may acquire that fine tafte of writing, which is fo much talk-
ed of among the polite world.

Moft Languages make ufe of this metaphor, to exprefs that faculty of
the mind, which diftinguifhes all the moft concealed faults and niceft
perfections in writing. We may be fure this metaphor would not have
been fo generalin all tongues, had there not been a very great conformity
between that mental tafte, which is the {ubject of this paper, and that fen-
fitive taite which gives us a relifh of every different flavour that affeéts
the palate. Accordingly we find, there are as many degrees of refine-
ment in the intelleétual faculty, as in the fenfe, which is marked out by
this common denomination.

I knew a perfon who poffefled the one in fo great a perfeétion, that af-
ter having tafted tem diFerent kinds of tea, he would diftinguifh, with-
out fecing the colour of it, the particular fort which was offered him3
and not only fo, but any two forts of them that were mixt together in
an equal proportion ; nay, he has carried the experiment fo far; as upon

tafting the compofition of three different {orts, to name the parcels from
Ppp 2 © whence

GR ATIAN very often recommends the fine taffe, as the utmoft
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wherce the three feveral ingredients were taken. A man of a fine tafle
mn writing will difcern, after the fame manner, not only the general beay.-
ties and imperfeétions of an Author, but difcover the feveral ways of
thinking -and exprefling himfelf, which diverfify him from all other Ay.
thors, with the feveral foreign infufions of thought and language, and the
particular Aathors from whom they were borrowed.

After having thus far explained what is generally meant by a fine taffe
in writing, and fhewn the propriety of the metaphor which is ufed on
this occafion, I think I may define it to be that faculty of the Soul, which
difeerns the beauties of an Author with Ppleafure, and the tmper fections
with diflike. If a man would know whether he js poflefied of this fa-
culty, I would have him read over the celebrated works of antiquity,
which have ftood the teft of fo many different ages and countries; or
thofe works among the moderns, which have the fan®ion of the politer
part of our contemporaries. If upon the perufal of fuch writings he does
not find himfelf delighted in an extraordinary manner, or if, upon read-
ing the admired paflages in fuch Authors, he finds a coldnefs and indiffe.
rence in his thoughts, he ought to conclude, not (as is too ufual amon
taftelefs Readers) that the Author wants thofe perfe@ions which haye
been admired in him, but that he himfelf wants the faculty of difcover-
ing them.

He fhould, in the fecond place, be very careful to obferve, ‘whether he
taftes the diftinguiﬂﬁng perfections, or, if | may be allowed to call them
fo, the fpecific qualities of the Author whom he perufes ; whether he is
particularly pleafed with Livy for his manner of telling a ftory, with Sal-
4uft for his entering into thofe internal principles of ‘A&ion which arife
from the charafters and manners of the perfons he defcribes, or with 72
citus for his difplaying thofe outward motives of fafety and intereft, which
give birth to the whole feries of tranfaétions which e relates,

He may likewife confider, how differently he is affedted by the fame
thought, which prefents it felf in a great writer, from what he is when
he finds it delivered by a perfon of an ordinary Genius. For there is
as much difference in apprehending a thought cloathed in Cicers’s lan-
gaage; and that of a common Author, as in feeing an object by the light
of a tapet, or by the light of the Sun,

It is very difficult to lay down rules for the acquirement of fuch a
tafte as that I am here fpeaking of, The faculty muit in fome degree be
born with us, and it very often happens; that thofe-who have other qua-
liies in perfediion, are wholly void of this. Qne of the moft eminent

Mathema-.
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Mathematicians of the Age has affured me, that the greateft pleafure he
took in reading Firgs/, was in examining Aineas his voyage by the map;
as | queftion not but many a modern compiler of hiftory, would be de-
lighted with little more in that divine Author, than in the bare matters
of fact.

But notwithftanding this faculty muft in fome meafure be born with
us, there are feveral methods for cultivating and improving it, and with-
out which it will be very uncertain, and of little ufe to the perfon that
poffeffes it. The moft natural method for this purpofe is,to be converfant
among the writings of the moft polite Authors. A man who has any re-
lifh for fine writing, either difcovers new beauties, or receives f{tronger
impreflions from the mafterly firoaks of a great Author every time he

rufes him : Befides that he naturally wears himfelf into the fame man-~
ner of {peaking and thinking.

Converfation with men of a polite genius is another method of impro-
ving our natural tafte. It is impoffible for a man of the greateit parts to
confider any thing in its whole. extent, and in all its variety of lights.
Every man, befides thofe general obfervations which are to be made up-
on an Author, forms feveral reflections that are peculiar to his own mage
ner of thinking; fo that converfation will naturally furnifh us with hints
which we did not attend to, ‘and make us enjoy other mens parts and
refle¢tions as well as our own. This is the beit reafon I can give for the
obfervation which feveral have made, that men of great, genius in the
fime way of writing feldom rife up fingly, but at certain periods of time
appear together, and in a bedy; as they did at Roeme in the reign of Au-
guffus, and in Greece abour the Age of Socrates: 1 cannot think that
Cornetlle, Racine, Molieve, Boileau, la Fontaine, Bruyere, Boffu, or the
Daciers, would have written fo well as they have done, -had they not:
been friends and contemporaries.

It is likewife neceflary for a man who would form to himfelf a finithed
tafte of good writing, to be well verfed in the works of the beft Critics -
both ancient and modern. I muft confefs that I could with there were
Authors of this kind, who, belide .the mechanical rulés which a man of
very little tafte may difcourfe upon, would enter into the very.fpirit and
foul of fine writing, and fhew us the feveral fources of that pleafure
which rifes in the mind upon the perufal of a noble work.. Thus al-
though in poetry it be abfolutely neceffary that the unities of time, place
and action, with other points of the fame nature, . thould be thoroughly
explained and underftood ; there 1s flill fomething more eflential to .the

art;,
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art, fomething that elevates and aftonifhes the fancy, and gives a greatnefs
of mind to the Reader, which few of the Critics befides Longinus hay
confidered. A7

Qur general tafte in England is for epigram, turns of wit, and forced
conceits, which have no manner of influence, either for the bertering or
enlarging the mind of him who reads them, and have been carefully a-
voided by the greateft writers, both among the ancients and moderns,
I have endeavoured in feveral of my Speculations to banifth this Gozbic
tafte, which has taken poileflion among us. I entertained the town, for
a week together, with an Effay upon Wit, in which I endeavoured to de-
tect feveral of thofe falfe kinds which have been admired in the different
Ages of the world ; and at the fame time to thew wherein the nature of
true wit confifts. I afterwards gave an inftance of the great force which
lyes in a natural fimplicity of thought to affect the mind of the Reader,
from fuch vulgar pieces as have little elfle befides this {ingle qualitication to
recommend them. I have likewife examined the works of the greateft
Poer which our nation or perhaps any other has produced, and particu-
larized moft of thofe rational and manly beauties which give a value to
that divine work. [ fhall next Saturday enter upon an Effay on zhe plea-
fures of the Imagination, which, though it fhall confider that fubje& at
large, will perhaps fuggeft to the Reader what it is that gives a beauty
to many paffages of the fineft writers both in profe and verfe. As anun-
dertaking of this nature is entirely new, I queftion not but it will be re-
ceived with candour.

N° g411.  Saturday, Fune 21.

—i

Avia Pieridum peragro Ioca, nullius ante
Trita folo ; juvat integros accedere fomtess ;
Atque haurire : - Lucr.

UR Sight is the moft perfe@ and moft delightful of all our fenfes.
It fills the mind with the largeft variety of ideas, converfes with

its objects at the greateft diftance, and continues the IGHE*‘-‘%, in
action
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