UNIVERSITATS-
BIBLIOTHEK
PADERBORN

®

Universitatsbibliothek Paderborn

Montaigne's Essays

In Three Books. With Notes and Quotations. And an Account of The
Author's Life ; With a short Character of the Author and Translator, by the
late Marquis of Halifax; With the Addition of A Complete Table to each
Volume

Montaigne, Michel Eyquem de
London, 1743

Chap. 6. Use makes Perfectness.

urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-53407

Visual \\Llibrary


https://nbn-resolving.de/urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-53407

N |

5 .fj.-i,_'-.' to be nipt

+1 1A S "t
G ¥Y OIMAan yas

LA O, Ve o over and above exerciie and

L 1'.-'j[1 ot
when it comes to the |

out Labour
ifhi
Arvda]

wemaielves




prr T, 0 ; ;

UJe makes Perfectnels. 4%
had may by Cuftom fortify himfelf againft Pains, Shame
n'd Neceffity, and fuch like Accidents i'-u: as to Death, we
'l can e p rience it but once, and are all A pprentices when

Wwe come th it.  There l!:'.'(l: m‘.cmml" “C' i Men {ucl

excc[iez;t Managers of their Time, that they have try’d
ifh- even in Death itfelf, to relith and tafte it, and who have
ke bent their utmoft I'L1C‘-_E]E'§S_‘1 of Mind to difcover what
ear this Paflage is: But they are none of them come back to
be give an Account of it.

g No one was ever known to wake,
' Who once in Death’s cold Arms a Nap did take.
Canius Fulius, a noble Roman, of fingular Conftancy
and Virtue, having been cn't-_‘,';’mq‘:i to die Lv that inhu-
man Muﬂ fter (g’-’".f, a, befides many admirable Teftimonies
l

at he gave of his Rofc olution, as he was juft going to 1
ceive the btmr,:, of the Bxecutioner, was afk’ dbya Philﬂ—
fe fopher, a Friend of his! ¥ ell, Canius, faid he, awbere-
I about is your Soul ng 59 HWhat is J,ér,- doing? W ;5(” are you
ofb thinking of ? Tzvas ;-{w:.{u:._. reply’d the other, #¢ keep amy-

ind Seif f'ff“f;- and the Faculties of my Mind fe ’!f.s’.cfmr'f_}fx d, to
We £y *'f in this ﬂ;m: and ?‘ezm ,;'_," ant f*,i‘ De r:*h I conid

s, perceive the Motion of the Soul wwhen ,wd lur‘*.i"_)‘:w.. the
:he B"F-’fr and « tbfrfffvujf”“ bas any Refentment at the Sepe .,-'. ti0,
Bre that f-’ﬂ”’" -‘?f"é’r’ COMie (?’mtn; fa I cantoac wmr;’f wy Friends
an- with it. 'This Man Philofos phizes not unto -Death only,
re- but in Death itfelf. Wha a firange Affurance was this,
the and what Loftinefs of Lu' age to defire his Death fhould
m- be a Leffon to him, and to have Leifure to think of other
ew Hhilg: in fo great an Affair.

n fus boc animi morientis babebas +.

:r This mighty pow’r of Mind he Dying had

o 3 Hmi yet I fancy there is a certain W..}’ OF i‘l'l‘h“"-_-. it
m- i : ral what it
n, ifrtot Intir pf' fect, yet
el cn, at in-_ Jz, as lﬂ.-.al not be totally u.:i'slc-ks to us ;3 and that
g,

aut R

an ® Lucrer lib ] + Luc lib R,

1y may
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e lity of the TI I hope, that when I come to die I
> 1" ) -4 ~ 1 | 1
e fhall find the { , and that I fhall not find it worth the
i Pains I take, fo much Preparation, and {o much Affift

it 1 1 3 ) g

‘_““ as I call in to undergo the Stroke. -But at.all Hazards,
0l we cannot give ourfelves too much Advantage.
s In the Time rﬁ" our Third, or Second Troubles, (I do
ng ¥ =1 - '] =, |
o8 not ‘! remember which) going one Day abroad to take
the 1 ] I. rown-Eonle. B hi 2
, the Air, about a Le ym my own Houfe, which is
L feated in the very Center of the Scene of all the Buftle and
”1”‘ Mifchief of the late Civil Wars of France, thinking myfelf
g in all Security, and fo near to my Retreat, that I itood in
o need of no better Equipage, I lmd taken a Horfe that went

very eafy upon his Pace, but was not very firong. Being
. L%n my Return Home, a fudden Uc"'*f,o*l i’.LHuW out to
' make ufe of this Horfe in a Kind rice that hc was
10t acquainted with ; .one nF my I‘rrair_, a lufty proper

e Fellow, mounted upon a ftrong German H lorfe, that had
e a very ill Mouth h.hL was th..mmie vigorous md unfoil’d,
o 3

to play the Hm“' , and "-:ppf” a better Man than his Fel-

lows, comes thundering g full Speed in the very T'rack where
I was, =Lr1t"1 g like a Coloffus upon the little Man, and the

ittle Horfe, \'-.1111 {uch a Career of Strength and Weight,

1

! gy -

that he turn’d us both over L.1.d over mpiv turvy, with our
any Heels in the Air: So that there la iy the Horfe overthrown

e and ftun’d with the Fall, and I ten or twelve Paces from
b him ftretch’d c-ut at Length, with my Face alll batt ter’d and
L) | broken, my Sw (,n.l \a'la_icl B my Hand, above ten
i, Paces bey Jmf me, and my Belt broke u'.l to P E.E_h 5, without
hat =ul; more Motion or .‘:n'}h. thana Stock. ’T'was the only
B Swoon I was ever in ’till this Hour in my I,[fl‘ '1'1*010
lfl who were with me, :‘-iLc'r having ufed all the Means they
£ could to bring me to myfelf, concluding me dead, toc okme
‘i; up in their Arms, and t:-'.r:'_\_-"u.i_nur, with very mue ch D:i
i i,:ﬁ“l"-"v', home to my Houfe, which was about halfa Fre
L e from th ence. Having been by the Wa ay, and t».sr
a ; Hours after, g 1 over for a dead Mar ), I bepanto
vas move and fetch my B for {o great '-U['!]J.J:t e of Blood
!;"!1‘ vas fallen into my e had need to rouze
24 t'orces to di . 1s’d me upon my
9 : Juantity of ‘:‘ ure flor
) ‘imes by the Way, which
{ ol

I
g 3 g COan 10 I1¢Coyer d iJl Lle ,ru'{,
l]::\'- | TE,
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ever been my Belief, contrary to. the Opinion of many,
and particulaily of Stepben Boetius, that thofe whom we
fee fo fubdued and flupified at the Approaches of their
End, or depreft with the Length of the Difeafe, or by
Accident of an Apoplexy, or Falling Sicknefs.

(Vimorbi Jepe coalfus

Ante oculos (,'t'_f?.-w'j noftros ut fulminis i Fu

Concidit &5 fpumas agit, ingemit, &5
f)gf.-i;iu'? s EXtental merwos, torguetur, an
Luconflanter & in jaltando membra fatigat *. )

ot sy m
Eariilly

(By the Difeafe compell’d, fo we fee fome,

As they were Thunder-firuck, fall, groan and foam,
Tremble, ftretch, writhe, breath thort, untill at Length,
In various Strugglings they tire out their Strength.)

Or hurt in the Head, whom we hear to mutter, and by
Fits to give grievous Groans ; tho’ we gather from thence
{ome Sign by which it feems as if they had fome Remains
of Senfe and Knowledoe, T have always believ’d, I fay,
both the Body and the Soul benumb’d and afleep.

Vivit & eff vite nefeius ipfe fue +.

He lives, but does not know
That he does {o.

And could not believe, that in fo great a StupefaCtion
of the Members, and {o great a Defection of the Senfes,
the Soul could maintain z{::y Force within, to take cogni-
Zance of herfelf, or look into her own Condition, and that
therefore they had no tormenting Refleftions to make them
confider and be fenfible of the i:i'ifery of their Condition,
and confequently were not much to be lamented. I can,
for my Part, think of no State fo infupportable and dread-
ful, as to have the Soul {pritely and afflited without Means
to declare itfelf - As one fhould fay of fuch who are fent to
I?f-:ccuti-:'.in, with their Tongues firft cut out ; were it not,
thatin this Kind of Dying the moft Silent feems to me the
moft Graceful, if :1::50:31}};-11'1}"'.f with a grave and conftant

~ountenance ; or of thofe miferable Prifoners, who fall into

the Hands of 2 hada } nldiare AF thic Ao ek
the Hands of the bafe bloody Soldiers of this Age, by
e e e
L . - ) s T a L il P S
LilCret, -'}i) R i Oaid Toiff, b, 1l Llrr;- A

Vou. II. 5
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whom they are tormented with :;]! Sorts of mhuman
Ufage, to compel them to {fome excefiive and impofiible
Ranfom, kcm in the mean T'ime in {uch '._Dulmun and
Place, where they have no Means of exprefl
ing their Mind and Mifery to fuch as
fhould relieve them. ‘The Poets have fe
who favour the Deliverance of {uch as 1
gull m]g Death.

fignify-
L)._Pt \,l.
» (xods,

a lan-

™,
Ef.r"‘i'l‘ r""-? Jj i
qu{{,rq.’.?' .'1"_7;; ff’.f:, 4’4"‘"“:, . ta cordos JaiTo i~

l,;t U

]_ LO uu-h:l.u-uq ‘JFC[ !.0 f} '4“' L;'-l_'-.
And from that Body do the Soul difimif’

I-l 1115.

Both the interrupted Words, and the fhort and irre-
gular Anfwers one gets from them {ometimes, by bawling
:md keeping a Clutter about them ; or the Motions which
feem to yield fome Confent to what we u'ould have thent
do, are no T'eftimony neverthelefs that tl hey live an intire
l_:lEL at leaft. So it havﬁcnc that inthe Y .mhmo of Sleep,
before it has fully pofe s'd us, to perceive, as in a Dre: .nl
what 1s done about us, and to follow the laft Tl hings are
faid witha perplex’d 'Hul uncertain Hearing, which feem

D

but to touch up ﬁn the Borders of the Soul : and male An-
{wers to the laft Words have been {poken to us, whi
more in them of Fortune than Senfe. Now {eei
effectually tried it, I make no doubt but I have hi -
made a right Judgment, For firft, L.m.: in a2 Swoan, I
laboured with both Hands to rip open the Buttons of my
Doublet (for I was without Arms) and yet I ﬂl; CT-'lii'{-f
i my Imagination that hurt me; for we have many Mo-
tions in us that do 1not nujcccd from our “;11'-5,-,,011,

Sf.'r‘.r'.':"-r-.';’.'.E.-'a’.'ﬁ'_".‘r e micant d rrrf 2, jt-' ruMqie » wetraltant.

And half dead Fingers grope about and feel,
To grafp again the late abandon’d St

Steel.
S nor- Pannla sxviand - .
o falling People extend thmr Arms before them bya
watural Im 1.;1. Ife, which prompts them to Offices and Mo
tions, without any Lomnlhl'm from us.

* Eneid, Iib. 4

¥ x5
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Al
o Falciferos memorant currus abfeindere membra,
e Ut tremere in terra Videatur ab artubus, id quod
d Decidit abfeiffum, cum mens tamen atque bomines wis.
JE Mobilicate mali non quid fentive dolorem *.
i;, How Limbs 5_','th-bu;'.'.'ling Chariots lopt, they tell,
e Would move and tremble on the G round they fell,
When he himfelf from whom the Limb was ta’en,
Could by the Swiftnefs feel no kind of Pain.
My Stomach was fo oppreft with the coagulated Blocod,
that my Hands moved to that Part of their own voluntary
Motion, as they frequently do to the Part that itches, with-
out being directed by our Will. - There are feveral Ani-
= mals, and even Men, in whom one may perceive the
- Mufcles to ftir and tremble after they are dead. Every one
ch experimentally kniows, that there are fome Members which
i grow fiff and flag without his Leave. Now thefe Paflions
e which only touch the outward Bark of us, as a Man may
o fay, cannot be faid to be ours : To make them fo, there
-111: m1ulﬂ' be a Concurrence of the whole Man ; and the Pains
i which are felt by the Hand or the Foot, while we are {leep-
e ing, are none of ours. As I drew near my own Houfe,
% Where the Alarm of my Fall was alrmc!}" got before me,
X }}-‘rth the Alarm ufual in fuch Cafes ; I did not only make
i fome little Anfiver to a few Queftions that were afled m e,
a but they moreover tell me, that I had fo much Senfe, as
I to gr:lcr, that a Horfe I faw trip and faulter in the Way,
:T.'F Which isrr}u?Lm‘fz'.i;:-ous and uneafy, fhould be given to my
ir::g‘ Wife,  This '9.‘:}1:11}!::;‘5tio;l_ﬂmuld ﬂ-:_ﬁm to pl'o_'c{:?cd from a
o Soul that retain’d its Function, but it was nothing {o witi

me. I knew not what I faid or did, and’ they were no-
thing but idle T houghts in the Clouds, that were flir’d up
' by the Senfes of the Eyes and Ears, and proceeded not from
me. I knew not for all that whence I came from, or
Whither T went, neither was T capable to weigh and con-
ider what was faid to me : Thefe were light Effects that

ya the Senfes produced of themfelves, as of Cuftom; what
: 1 iy e 5 pos
o theSoul contributed wasin a Dream, as being lightly toucht

&= iy
T 5 = T - il -~ -
lick'd and bedew’d by the foft Impreflion of the Senfes

e T —
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*d this Horle comine full drive upon
i come thundering at my Heels, and
1 1

: But this Thought had been {o fud-
Leifure to introduce itfelf) it feem’d
Ligl g that had pierc’d thro’ my

T

World.
Accdent, would appear

|
[ have oam’d

ime from the other

e
ALl

3 atory of 10 lig
Yain eno '.3:;_','?‘.

03

rit for my
quamted with D
1L, Jir_"x','_,':'j".l g e

Aﬁw“-; vided be !,:’_.r. -_-'.f_-'ff:_f;;";f_a ;;f" dz

- 4 T "_ ¥
s o vood DioiFor io

‘.’f'?a‘.'!'z'f,f‘f:' Bimfelf near at .-.'Ie.f.'-.-':?.
LThis is not my Dottrine, 'tis my Study; and is not the
_Lci'i"-.,m of another, but my own, and yet if I communicate
it, it ought not to be ill taken. That which is of ufe to

me, may alfo, perhaps, be ufefull to another, Asto the
rett, 1ipoil nothing, I make ufe of nothing but my own,
o = ¥

and if | play the Fool, ’tis at my own Expence, and no
body elfe is“concern’d in it: For "tis‘a Folly that will die
with me, and that no one is to inherit. We hear but of two
or three of the Ancients, who have beaten this Road,
and yet I cannot fay, if it be after this Manner, knowing
10 more of them but their Names. * Not one fince has
follow’d the ‘Track: *Tis a ticklith Subject, and more nice
than it {eems, to followa Pace fo extravagant and uncertain,
as that of the Soul: To penetrate the dark Profundities
0{: 1'3::1' intricate internal Windings ; to chufe and layv hold
of 1o'many little Graces and nimble Motions, isa new and
extraordinary Unde taking; which withdraws us from the
common and moft recommended Employments of the
World: i now many Years fince, that my Thoughts
!1‘-‘1‘\.'(: had ‘no other Aim and Level,  than myfelf, and
that [ have only pry’d into and ftudy’d myfelf: Or if I
ftudy any other Thing, *tis to lay it up for, and to apply it
tomytelf. And yet I do not thinkit a Fault; if, as others
do, by much Tefs profitable Sciences; "I eommunicate
what I have learnt in this Affair; tho>T am not very well
Pleas’d with what I have writ upon -this Subje&. There
15 no Defcription fo difficult, nor doubtlefs of fo great
Utility, as that of one’s Self. And withal 2 Man muft
curl, fet out, and adjuft himfelf to appear in' publick:
Now I am perpetually {etting off myfelf; forT am eternally

E 3 upon
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L e Divines, will be curb’d : Neither wall 5 W am 4s

little the one as the other, Of what does Socrafes treat
more largely, than of himfelf? To what does }Lu more
direct, and addrefs the Difcourfes of his Difciples, than
to fpeak of zlves, not of the Lu*T—'m in. their Book,
bu.n ence and Motion of their So '-]af W
ourfelves ioufly to God and our Conf
they are our Neigl ibours, to all the P 'G"}“‘]
will anfwer and {ay

7

g [ 5 r
qQUE Lagre -".':(7'“ 7ol

eraas YA i ii] e i 1
ES e+ YY h\. then we 1ay '3.1.‘

tiaw %r".m; c,

Vi tue itfelf s faulty and repentable ; my T'rade and . Art is

4 1 € r“.Lt for L‘mu me to fpeak according to my own

i .u-l 1
as ‘wt.‘;l {

? 113:;;'.1' ; accordin 8
to. the Knowl Lw e Gf her, accol L“n'r to his
own. If it be Vain-glory for a Man to publifh "his own

2 : j 6 r L
Viartues, why does.not Cicero P
7

2 r the Eloquence of Hor-
Hortenfius that of Cicero ? lﬂ.‘;'l‘;:!'-“.«'_ they mea
fhould give Teftimony of myfelf by '
.'c{:"t:, not barely by r'd" sl . p: int my
oughts, an Inform Hu., ject, and incapable of Operative
\.tt{on *Tis all that I can do to couch itin |]1=
}'_{-}f the Voice. The wifeft :-_:m devouteft Men E“"-‘-'E
i in the greateft Care to avoid a 1 difcovery of Works:
ecls \wult. fpeak more of Fortune, than of me. - They




Ule makes Perfetnefs. 55
manifeft their own Office, and not mine ; but uncertainly,
and by Conjeture. ‘T'hey are but Patterns of fome one
particular Virtue. I expofe myfelf entire : *Tis a Skeleton,
where, at one View, the Veins, Mufcles, and Tendons,
are apparent, each of them in its proper Place. I do not
write my own A&s, but my Self and my Effence: I am
of Opinion, that a Man muft be very wife to value himfelf,
and c-[]'._1:=_'.!]_v confcientious to give a true Report, be it better
or worfe, indifferently : If I thought myfelf perfeétly good
and wife, I would {peak with open Mouth, and rattle it out
to fome Purpofe. . T'o fpeak lefs of a Man’s Self than what
one reallyis, is Folly, not Modefty ; and to take that for
current Pay which isunder a Man’s Valge, is Pufillanimity
and Cowardice, according to Ariftotle.  No Virtue aflifts
itfelf with Falfhood : Trath is never the Mafter of Error:
To {peak more of one’s Self than is really true, is not always
Prefumption ’tis moreover very often Folly: To be im-
meafurably pleas’d with what one is, and to fall into an
indifcreet Self-love, 15, to do quite contrary to what thefe

People dire&, who, in forbidding them to fpeak of them-
felves, do confequently at the fame T'ime interdict thinking
of themfelves. Pride dwells in the Thought, the Tongue
can have but very little Share in it : They fancy, that to
think of one’s Self, is to be delighted with himfelf ; to fie-
quent, and to converfe with a Man’s Self, to be over indul-
gent,  But this Excefs fprings only from thofe who only
take a fuperficial View of themfelves, and dedicate their
maim Infpe&ion to their Affairs ; that call Meditation, Ra-
ving and Idlenefs, looking upon themfelves asa Third Per-
fon only, and a Stranger. If any one is charm’d with his
own Knowledge, whilft he looks only on thofe below him,
let him but turn his Eye upward toward paft Ages, and his
Pride will be abated, when he fhall there find fo many
thoufand Wits that trample him under Foot. If he enter
nto a flattering Vanity of his Perfonal Valour, let him but
recollect the Lives of Scipio, Epaminondas, fo many Armies
and. Nations that leave-him fo far behind them, and he
will be cur'd of his Self-opinion.. No particular Quality
¢an make any Man proud, that will at the {ame Time put
%‘” many other weak and imperfect ones as he has in him
inthe other Scale, and the Nothingnefs of human Condition
to balance the Weight: Becaufe Socrates had alone fivallow’d
: E 4 (G
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f which, “according to the fe .m.]

s been varioufly receiv’d, and do
}-‘etc-;}:“-*.':::xze. We in France, as alfo feve-
felohibours, have the Orders of
Knighthood, “that are intituted only for
his End. And it is, indeed, avery &ood
and profitable Cuftom to find out an Ac
knowledgment for the Worth of excellent
and extraordina ary Men ; and to fatisfy their Ambition
with Rev.-'nrds that are not at all r‘:‘-”u-n-e;*-.l.J]e either to Prince
or People: And what has been always found both by an-
cient }u\mm.me and which we ourfelves may alfo have
ﬂbﬂ.: v'd in our own Ti 1NES5, that Men of L\_li ity have ever
been

TETRAN .f' L -;—
tary Virtue.
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