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T would pethaps be looked upon as a
Piece of Rafhnefs in us, to attempt any
thing in Commendation of AMonraigne and

his ingenious Tranflator, after the Chara&er
given of them by fo learned a Hand as the
Marquifs of Hallifax : Nothing material can
be added to what he has faid on the Subje ;
but, neverthelefs, a Werd or two may not be
altogether unneceffary, in Regard to this new
Impreflion of a Book, the Original of which
has been in Demand in France ever fince the

firft Publication of it there 150 Years ago.
Mr. Cotton has, indeed, fucceeded to a Mi-
racle in his Tranflation of fo celebrated a Piece,
and we are thoroughly perfuaded that very
few Frenchimen now living, were they to un-
dertake the Tafk, would find themielves ca-
pable of turning Montaigne’s Effays into mo-
dern French with the fame Spirit and Juftice to
the Author; but ftill our Tranflator was not
altogether infallible : He had certainly one of
the moft difficult Books in the World to {trug-
gle with, and he complains of it himfelf mn
his Preface :* It is no Wonder then that he fell
into {uch Miftakes, which we fhould not only
have
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have fallen into ourfelyes, but probably have
committed a great many more, had he not firft
trod the rugged Way before us. Al wé ven-
tured to do has been only to mend the few
Errors in him that obvioufly appeared to us to
be fuch, and to change his Langnage where
fifty Years had rendcu,cl it any Way harth or
czbio;ctx,. This was the utmoft of our Vi few,
'md we can aflure our Readers, that in purfu-
ing 1t we have altered Mr. Cofton’s Profe in a-
Bove three thoufand Places ;3 but as to his Poe-
try, we thought fit to let it remain as we found
it; except upon one or two Occafions. Whether
the Alterations we have made are for the better
or nots 1s v.»hat we muft fubmit to the Judg-
ment of the Public, whom it has been our
ear ”6{’1 Endeavours to p]eﬂﬁ, by a new Edition
of a Book fo conftantly called for,” fo univer-
fally ufeful, and fo highly efteemed by all
Men of I;earnmrf and Tafte.
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