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266 THEHIS TTORYYAFE

ST D R B V1.

HE next poet in fucceffion is one who deferves more

attention on various accounts. This 1s Robert Long-
lande, author of the poem called the Vision or Pierce
Prowman, a fecular prieft, and a fellow of Oriel college,
in Oxford. He flourithed about the year 1350% This
poem contains a feries of diftinct vifions, which the author
imagines himfelf to have feen, while he was fleeping, after
a long ramble on Malverne-hills in Worcefterfhire. Itisa
fatire on the vices of almoft every profeflion: but particu-
larly on the corruptions of the clergy, and the abiurdities
of fuperftition. Thefe are ridiculed with much humour and
{pirit, couched under a firong vein of allegorical invention.
But inftead of availing himfelf of the rifing and rapid im-
provements of the Englifh language, Longland prefers and
adopts the ftyle of the Anglo-Saxon poets. Nor did he
make thefe writers the models of his language only: he
likewife imitates their alliterative verfification, which con-
fifted in ufing an aggregate of words beginning with the
fame letter. He has therefore reje€ted rhyme, in the place
of which he thinks it fufficient to fubftitute a perpetual al-
literation. But this impofed conftraint of feeking identical
initials, and the affeftation of obfolete Englith, by demand-
ing a conftant and neceffary departure from the natural and
obvious forms of expreffion, while it circamferibed the
powers of our author’s genius, contributed alfo to render his

* I have here followed a date commonly s alfo mentioned as a recent falt; and
received.  Bur it may be ohferved, that Err'!mr_‘y accufles Cﬁx_,.l;'-;':mf of obitrufting the
there 1s in this poem an allufion to the fall  conqueft of France. See more in Obferva-
of Edward the fecond. The ficge of Calais  tions on the Fairy Queen, ii, §. xi. p. 281,
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manner extremely perplexed, and to difguft the reader with
obfcurities. The fatire is conduéted by the agency of feveral
allegorical perfonages, fuch as Avaricey Bribery, Simony,
Theology, Confcience, &c. There is much imagination in
the following picture, which is intended to reprefent human
life, and its various occupations.

Then gan I to meten a merveloufe fweven,

That I was in wildernes, I wylt never where :

As I beheld into theaft, on highe to the funne
I faw a tower on a loft, rychlych ymaked,

A depe dale beneth, a dungeon therein,

With depe diches and darcke, and dreadfull of fyght :
A fayre felde ful of folke found I ther betwene,
Of all maner men, the meane and the riche,
Working and wandring, as the world afketh ;
Some put hem to the ploughe, pleiden full felde,
In fetting and fowing fwonken full harde :

And fome put hem to pryd®, &,

The following extraéts are not only ftriking {pecimens of
our author's allegorical fatire, but contain much fenfe and
obfervation of*life, with fome ftrokes of poetry °.

Thus robed in ruffet, I romed aboute

All a fomer feafon, for to feke * Dowerr.

And freyned * full oft, of folke that I mette

If any wight wift, wher DowEr * was at inne,
And what man he might be, of many man I afked,
Was never wight as I went, that me wyfh * could

" Fol. i. a. edit. 1550, By Roberte Crow-  format. i. 135. And Ames, Hift. Prine,
ley. 4. He printed three editions in this P 270! }
one year, Another was printed [with Pierce ¢ F. 39. feq. Pafll viii. feq. edit. 1550.
Plowman's Crepe annexed]. by Owen 4 Darwell. ¢ Enqguired.
Rogers, 1561, 4%, See Strype, Ann. Re- ¥ Lived. £ Inform me:

Mmz Where




268 THE HISTORY OF

Where this ladde lenged *, lefle or more,

Tyll it befell on a Fryday, two fryers 1 mette
Maifters of the minours ', men of greate wytte

1 halfed hem hendelye *, as I had learned

And prayed hem for chariti¢, or they paffed furthur

If they knewe any courte or countrye as they went
Where that Dowery dwelleth, do me to wytte '

For they be men on this mould, that moft wide walke
And knowe contries and courts, and many kinnes " places
Both princes palaces, and pore menes cotes

And Dower and Dorvii, where they dwell both;
Amongeft us quoth the minours, that man is dwellinge
And ever hath as I hope, and ever {hall hereafter,
Contra quod I, as a clarke, ‘and cumfed to difputen
And fayde hym fothelye, Septies in die cadit juftus,
Seven ° fythes fayeth the boke, fynneth the rightfull,
And who fo fynneth I fay, doth evel as me thinketh,
And powet -and poEvYL may not dwel togither,
Ergo he is not alway among you fryers

He is other whyle els where, to wyihen the people.

I fhal fay the my fonne, fayde the frier than

Howe feven fithes the fadde ° man on a day fynneth,
By a forvifne * quod the fryer, 1 {hal the faire thewe
Let bryng a man in a bote, amyd the brode water
The winde and the water, and the bote waggyng
Make a man many time, to fall and to frande

For ftand he never fo ftiffe, he ftumbleth if he move
And yet is he fafe and founde, and fo hym behoveth,
For if he ne arife the rather, and raght to the ftere,
The wind would with the water the boote overthrow.
And than were his life Joft through latches® of him{elf.
And thus it falleth quod the frier, bi folk here on erth

B Lived. | The friers MANOTs. ¥ Saluted them civilly. I Enow.
w Sasts of. o Times. <" Sgber. Good. v Similitude, 9 Lazinefs,

The
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The water 1§ likned to the world, that waneth and wexeth
The geeds of this world ar likened to the gret waves
That as winds and wethers, walken a bout.

The boote is-likende to our body, that brytil is of kynd
That through the flefhe, andthe frayle worlde

Synneth the {fadde man, a day feven tymes

And deadly fynne doeth he not, for power him kepeth
And that is caarrrie the chapion, chiefe helpe agayne finne,
For he firengtheth man to ftand; and ftirreth mans foule
And thoughe thy bodi bowe, as bote doth in water,

Aye 15 thy foule fafe, but if ‘thou wylt thy felf

Do adeadlye finne, and drenche fo thy foule

God wyll fuffer wel thy flouth, if thy felfe lyketh

For he gafe the two yerefgifts, to teme wel thy felfe

And that is witte and frewil, to every wight a p,urtiun
To flyinge fowles, to fithes, and to beaftes

And man hath mofte therof, and moft is to blame

But if he worch wel therwith, as Dowzr hym teacheth.
I have ne kind knowyng quoth I, to coceive all your wordes
And if I may live and loke; I fhal go learne better

I bikenne the Chrift, that on the eroffe dyed

And I faid the fame, fave you from mifchaunce

And give you grace on this ground good me to worth.
And thus I went wide wher, walking mine one

By a wyde weldernes, and by a woddes fyde,

Bliffe of the birdes, brought me on f{lepe,

And under a lynde * on a land, lened I a ftounde*

To lyth the layes', tho lovely fowles made,

Myrthe of her mouthes made me there to flepe

The marveloufeft metelles, mette * me than

That ever dremed ‘wyght, in world as I wente.

A much man as me thought, and like to my felfe,

Came and called me, by my kinde" name

r Lime tree. * A while, t Liftem, 8 Dreamed: ¥ Own.

What
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What art thou quod I'tho, thou that my name knowefte
That thou wotteft wel quod he, and no wight better
Wot I what thou art? TuoverT fayd he than,

I have fued * the this feven yeres, fe ye me no rather?
Art thou TroueHT quoth I tho, thou couldeft me wysthe
Wher that Dower dwelleth, and do me that to knowe
DoweL and DoseTTER, and Dosest the thirde quod he
Are thre fayre vertues, and be not farre to finde,

Who fo is true of hys tonge, and of hys two handes
And through his labor or his lod, his livelod wineth’
And is trufty of hys taylyng *, taketh but his owne

And is no drunklewe * ne dedigious, Dower him followeth
Doser doth ryght thus, and he doth much more

He is as lowe as a lamb, and lovely of fpeache

And helpeth al men, after that hem nedeth

The bagges and the bigirdles, he hath to brok * hem al,
That the erle avarous helde and hys heyres

And thus to mamons mony he hath made him frendes
And is runne to religion, and hath rendred ° the bible
And preached to the people, faynte Paules werdes,
Libenter fuffertis infipientes cum fitis ipfi fapientes.
And fuffereth the unwyfe, wyth you for to lyve

And with glad wil doth he good, for fo god you hoteth
DogesT is above boeth, and beareth a bithops croffe

Is hoked on that one ende to halye “men from hell

A pyke is on the potent * to pull downe the wyked
That wayten anye wykednes, DowgLL to tene

And Dowzrr and DogeT, amongeft hem have ordeyned
To crowne one to be kynge, to rule hem boeth

That if Dowrrr and DogsT, arne ' agaynite DosestE
Then fhall the kynge com, and caft hem in yrons

And but if Dogest byd for hem, they be there for ever

* Sought. ¥ Getts. = Dealing. Reckoning.  * Drunkard, * Broke to pieces.
¢ “Tranflated, 4 Draw. ¢ Staff, 1 Are.

Thus
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Thus Dowery and Doser, and DosesTe the thyrd

Crouned one to be king, to kepen hem al

And to rule the realme, by her * thre wyttes

And none other wife, but as they thre affentyd.

I thanked TuouenT tho, that he me thus taught

And yet favoreth me not thy fuging, I covet to lerne,

How DoweL Dorest, and DoserTzr, done among the
people

But WyT can wifh the* quoth Tuovenr, wer tho' iii diwell

Els wot I'none that can tell, that nowe is alyve.

Tuovcut and I thus, thre dayes we yeden *

Difputynge upon Dowzri, daye after other,

And ere we were ware, with Wy gan we mete

He was longe and leane, lyke to none other

Was no pryde on hys apparell, nor poverty nether

Sadde of hys femblaunce, and of foft chere

I durfte not move no matter, to make hym to laughe,

But as I bade TuoveuT tho be meane betwene

And put forth fome purpofe, to prevent his wyts

What was Dowerer fro DoseT, and Dosrst fro hem both.

Than TroveHT in that tyme, {ayd thefe wordes

Whether Dowrrr DoseT, and Dosgst ben in land

Here is wyl wold wyt, if Wit could teach him

And whether he be man or woman, this man fain wold efpy

And worch as they thre wold, thisis his enten,

Here Dowerr dwelleth quod WiT, not a day hence

In a caftel that kind ' made, of four kins things

Of earth and ayre is it made, mingled togithers

With wind and with water, witterly ® enjoyned

Kynpe hath clofed therin, craftely withall

A Lemman " that he loveth, like to him felfe

Axima fhe hyght, and Envye her hateth

£ Their. & Thee. ! They. k Went. I Nature
# Cunningly, * Paramawr.

A proude
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A proude pricker of Fraunce, princeps hujus mundi
And woulde wynne her away with wiles and he myghte
And Kinp knoweth thys well, and kepeth her the better.
And dothe her with fir DowzLy is duke of thys marches
DoseT is her damofell, fir DoweL’s daughter

To ferve this lady lelly °, both late and rathe”.

DosgssT is above both a byfhops pere,

That he byd moote be doo @ he ruleth them all

Anrva that lady, 1s led by his lerning,

And the conftable of the caftell, that kepeth al the watche,
Is a wyfe knight withall, fir Inwit he hight

And hath fyve fayre fonnes by his fyrft wyfe

Syr Seewel and Saywel, and Hearwell the end

Syr Worchwel with thy hand, a wight man of ftrength
And Syr Godfray Gowel, great lordes forfoth

Thefe fyve bene fet, to fave this lady Anima

Tyl Kinp com or fend, to fave her for ever

What kins thing is Kinp quod I, canft thou me telle
Kynd quod Witte is a creator, of al kinnis thinges
Father and former of all, that ever was makyd

And that is the great god that ginning had never

Lord of lyfe and of light, of blys and of payne

Angels and al thing arne at his wyl,

And man is him moft like, of marke ' and of fhape,
For through the word that he {pake, wexen forth beftes
And made Adam, likeft to him felfe one

And Eve of his ribbe bone, without any meane

For he was finguler him felfe, and {ayde faciamus

As who fay more muft hereto, then my worde one

My might muft helpe now with my fpeche,

Even as a lord fhuld make leters, and he lacked perchment
Though he could write never fo wel, if he had no pen
The letters for al his lordfhip, I leve wer never imaked

¢ Fair lady. » Barly. 4 Muft be done. * Faihion. " Similitade.

And




L
[.
|

ENGLISH POETRY. 273

And fo it femeth by him, as the bible telleth,

There he fayde, Dixit et facta funt.

He muft worch with hys word, and his wit thewe

And in this maner was man made, by might of God al-
mighty

With his word and his workmathip, and with life to laft

And thus God gave him a gofte, of -the godhed of heven

And of his great grace, graunted him blyfie

And that is life that aye fhal laft, to al our linage after

And that is the caftel that Kinpe made, Caro it hight

And 1s as much to meane, as man with a foule

And that he wrought with work, and with word both

Through might of the majefty, man was imaked

Inwyt and Alwyts, clofed bene therin

For love of the ladie Anima, that life is nempned *©

Over al in mans body, fhe walketh and wandreth

And in the herte is hir home, and hir moft ® reft

And Inwit is in the head, and to the herte loketh

What Anima is leef or loth ", he leadith hyr at his wil.—

Than had Wit a wife, was hote dame STupy;

That leve was of lere, and of liche boeth.

She was wonderli wroght, Wit me {o teched

And al ftaryng dame Study, fternely fayde.

Wel art you wife quoth fhe to Wyt, any wyfdomes to tell

To flatterers or to foles, that frentyke be of wyttes

And blamed him and banned * him, and bade him be ftyl

Wyth fuch wyfe wordes, to wyfh any fottes

And fayde, Noli mittere man, Margarite Pearles

Amonge hogges, that have hawes at wyll.

T]l&}-‘ do but drivel theron, 7 drafe were hem lever o

Than al precious pearles that in paradice waxeth *.

I fay it by fuch, quod {he, that fhew it by her works,

' Spirit. * Named. " Greateft. ¥ Willing. * Curfed, T See Draffe-
fack. Chaue, Urr. p. 33. v. 1098, * Rather, & Grow,
N n That
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That hem were lever land °, and lordfthyp on earth,

Or ryches or rentes, and reft at her wyll,

Than al the foth fawes, that Salomon fayde ever.

Wyfedome and wytte, nowe is not worth a kerfe

But if it be carded with covetis ¢, as clothers kemb her

woule

Whofo can contryve deceites, and confpyre wrongs

And lead forth a love daye °, to let wyth truth

He that fuch craftes can, is oft cleped to counfell,

They lead lords with leafinges, and belieth truth

Job the gentel in his geftes, greatly wytnefleth

That wicked men welden the wealth of this world

The pfalter fayeth the fame, by fuch as done evyl

Ecce ipfi peccatores habundantes in feculo obtinuerunt divitias.

Lo fayth holy lefture, which lords be thefe fhrewes?

Thilke that god geveth moft, left good they dealeth

And moft unkind be to that comen, that moit catel weldeth',
ue perfecifti deftruxerunt, juftus autem &c.

Harlots for her harlotrye, maye have of her goodes

And japers and judgelers *, and jangelers of jeftes

And he that hath holy wryte, aye in his mouth

And can tell of Tobie, and of the twelve apoftles

Or preache of the penauce, that Pilate falfely wrought

To Jefu the gentle, that Jewes to drawe:

Lyttle is he loved, that fuche a leffon fheweth

Or daunten or drawe forth, 1 do it on god him felfe

But tho" that faine hem foles, and with fayting * liveth

Againe the lawe of our lorde, and lien on hem felfe

Spitten and {puen, and {peake foule wordes

Drynken and drivelen, and do men for to gape

Lyken men, and lye on hem, and leneth hem no giftes

They can * no more minftrelfy ne mufyke men to glad

» They had rather. ¢ Not worth a ftraw. 4 Covetoufnefs. € Lady.
r Commands. £ Jugglers, b They. I Decetving. k Know.

Than
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Than Mundie the milner, of multa fecit deus.

Ne were hir vyle harlotry, have god my trouth

Shoulde never kynge ne knyght, ne canon of Poules

Gyve hem to her yeres gyfte, ne gyft of a grote,

And myrth and minftrelfy amongeft men is nought

Lechery, lofcuchcry ', and lofels tales,

Glotony and greate othes, this mirthe they loveth,

And if thei carpen™of Chrift, thefe clerkes and thefe lewed,

And they meet in her mirth, whan mynitrels ben ftyll

Whan telleth they of the trinitie, a tale or twaine

And bringeth forth a blade reafon, and take Bernard ® to
witnes

And put forth a prefumption to preve the foth

Thus they dreveil at her dayfe ° the deitic to feormn

And gnawen God to hyr gorge * whan hyr guts fallen

And the carfull * may crye, and carpen at the gate

Both a fyngerd and a furfte, and for chel * quake

Is none to nymen hem nere, his noye * to amend

But hunten hym as a hounde, and hoten h ym go hence,

Litle loveth he that lorde that lent hym all that bliffe,

That thus parteth withe pore, a percel whan him nedeth

Ne were mercy in mean men, more than in rich

Mendynauntes meatles *, myght go to bedde.

God is much in the gorge of thefe greate maifters,

And amonges meane men, his mercy and hys worckes

And fo fayeth the pfalter, I have fene it oft.

Clarkes and other kinnes men, carpen of god faft

And have him much in the mouth, and meane men in hert

Friers and fayters, have founden fuch quettions

To plefe wyth the proud men, fith the peftilence time

And preachen at S. Paules, for pure envi of clarks

That folke is not firmed in the faythe, ne fre of her goodes

"Lying, = Speak. »S.Bernard.  © Theirtable,  » Throar, % Poor.
" Cold. © ¢ Trouble, Beggars fupperlefs.

T
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Ne fory for her fynnes, {o is pryde waxen,

In religion, and in al the realme, amongeft rich and pore
That prayers have no pore, the peftilence to lette

And yet the wretches of this worlde, are none ware by other
Ne for dreade of the death, withdraw not her prid

Ne ben plentuous to the pore, as pure charitie wold
But in gaines and in glotony, forglote goods hem felfe
And breketh not to the begger, as the boke teacheth.
And the more he wynneth, and wexeth welthy in riches
And lordeth in landes, the leffe good he dealeth

Tobie telleth ye not fo, takehede ye ryche

Howe the byble boke of hym beareth wytnes,

Who fo hath much fpend manly, fo meaneth Tobit

And who fo lytle weldeth, rule hym thereafter,

For we have no letter of our life, how long 1t thal endure
Suche leflons lordes, thoulde love to heare

And how he myght moft meyny, manlych fynde

Not to fare as a fideler, or a frier to feke feaftes,
Homely at other mens houfes, and haten her owne.
Elenge * is the hal every day in the weke

There the lorde ne the lady lyketh not to {ytte

Nowe hath eche ryche a rule ™, to eaten by hem felfe

In a privie parler, for poore mens fake

Or in chambre wyth a chymney, and leave the chicfe hal
That was made for meales, men to eate in.—

And whan that Wytte was ware, what dame Studie told
He became fo confufe he cunneth not loke

And as dombe as death, and drew him arere *

And for no carping I cold after, ne kneling to therth

I myght get nio grayne, of his grete wyttis

Jut al laughynge he louted, and loked upon Study

In {ygne that I fhulde, befechen hyr of grace

w Strange, deferted. Henry the eighth in a letter to Anne Bullen, fpeaks of his
Ellengne/i fince her departure. Hearne's Avelb. p. 26c. * Cuftom. * Back.

And
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And when I was war of his wil, to his wife I loutid

And fayde mercie madame, your man fhal I worth

As longe as I live both late and earlie

For to worchen your wil, the whyle mi life endureth
With this that ye ken' me kindlye, to know to what is DoweL
For thi mekenes man quod fhe, and for thi milde fpech

I {hal ken the to my cofen, that Clergye is hoten ’

He hath weddyd a wyfe, within thefe {yx moneths

Is fyb *to the feven artes, Seripture is hyr name

They two as 1 hope, after my teachinge

Shal wifhen the Dowel, I dare under take.

Than was I as fayne*, as foule® of fayr morow

And glader then the gleman © that golde hath to gyfte
And afked hir the high way where that Clergie ¢ dwelt
And tellme fome token quod I, for tyme is that I-wend
Afke the hygh waye quod fhe, hence to fuffer

Both wel and woo, if that thou wylt learne

And ryde forthe by riches, and reft thou not therin,

For if thou coupleft ye therwith to clergie comeft thou never,
And alfo the licores lande that lechery hight

Leave it on thy left half, a large mile and more,

Tyll thou come to a courte, kepe well thy tonge

Fro leafinges and lyther fpeach *, and licorous drinckes
Than fhalt thou fe Sobrictie, and Simplicitie of {peche
That ech might be in his wyll, hys wytte to fhewe

And thus fhalt ye come to Cleargye that can mani thinges
Saye hym thys figne, I fette him to fchole

And that I grete wel his wife, for I wrot her many bokes
And fet hir to Sapience, and to the plalter glofe

Logike I learned her, and manye other lawes,

And all the unifons to mufike, T made hir to know,

Plato the poete, I put hem firfte to boke,

¥

¥ Named, # Mother. 8 Chearful; b Bird. ¢ Hirper, 4 Eearning.
® Wanton,

Arniftotle
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Ariftotle and other moe, to argue I taught

Grammer for gyrles, I garde firfte to wryte

And beat hem with a bales, but if they would learne
Of all kinnes craftes, I contrived tooles

Of carpentre of carvers, and compalfed mafons

And learned hem level and line, though I loke dimme
And Theologie hath tened me, feven {core times,
The more I mufe therin, the miftier it femeth

And the deper I devine, the darker me it thynketh.

The artifices and perfuafions of the monks to procure
donations to their convents, are thus humoroufly ridiculed,
in a ftrain which feems to have given rife to Chaucer’s Somp-

wouRr’s TALE.

Than he afloyled her fone, and fithen he fayde :

We have a windowe in working, wil fet us ful high,
Woudft thou glafe the gable, and grave therin thy name,
Scher fhoulde thy foule be heven to have !, &c.

CoveTise or Covetoufnefs, is thus drawn in the true co-

lours of fatirical painting.

f fol. xii. a. b. Thefe, and the follow-
ing lines, are plainly copied by Chaucer,

VIiZ,

And I fhall cover your kyrke, and your cloif-
ture do maken.

Chancer, Sompn. T p. g3. v. 835. edit.
Urr. But with new firokes of humour.

Yeve me then of thy golde to make oor
tluyﬂtr,

Quod he, for many a mufcle and many an
oylter,

Whan othir men have been full well at eafe,

Have ben our fode our cloyfter for to reyfe.

And yet, god wote, unnethe the fundament

Parfourmid is, ne of our pavement

‘Thar is not yet a tile within our wones,

Biged, we owe fourtic pound for ftones.

So alfo in the Provenmawn's CrebE,
hereafier mentioned. Sign. B.iii. A friarfays,

So that thou mow amende our hoofe with
money other els

With fom catal, other corn or cuppes of
fylvere.

And again, Sign. A.iii. ibid.

And mighteft on amenden as with money
of thine own,

Thou fholdeft knely bifore Chrift in com-
pas of gold,

In the wide wyndowe weltward, wel nigh
in the midel.

That is, ** your figure fhall be painted in
# glafs, in the middle of the welt window,
* &c.” But of this paffage hereafter.

And
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And then came CoveTis, can I him no difcrive,

So hungerly and hollowe, fo fternely he loked,

He was bittle-browed and baberlypped alfo ;

Wyth two blered eyen as a blinde hagge,

And as a lethren purfe lolled his chekes,

Well fyder than his chyn they fhevered for colde :
And as a bound man of his bacon his berd was bidrauled,
With a hode on his heade, and a loufy hatte above,
And in a tawny taberde %, of twelve winter age,

Alle torne and baudye, and full of lyce creepinge;
But that yf a loufe could have Iepen the better,

She had not walked on the welte, fo was it thredbare.
I have been Covetife, quoth this catife,

For fometime I fervid Symme at ftyle,

And was hys prentice plight, his profyt to wate.
Fyrft Ilernid to lye, aleef other twayne

Wychedly to way, was my firft leffon :

To Wy and to Winchefter * I went to the fayre

£ Tabard. A coat.

" Antiently, before many flourithing
towns were cltablithed, and the necefaries
ar ornaments of life, from the convenience
of communication and the encreafe of
provincial civility, could be procured in
varions places, goods and commodities of
every kind, were chiefly fold at fairs; to
which, a5 to one univerfal mart, the people
reforted periodically, and fupplied moft of
their wants for the enfuing year. The dif-
play of merchandife, and the conflux of
coffomers, at thefe principal and almoft
cnly emporia of domeltic commerce, was pro-
digions: and they were therefore often
held on open and extenfive plains. One
of the chief of them feems to have been
that of St. Giles’s hill or down near Win-
chefter, to which our poet here refers. It
was inftitueed and given as a kind of re-
venue to the bifhop of Wincheiter, by
William the conqueror; who by his ch

ermitted it to continue for three davs.
IEt;: in confequence of new royal grants,

Henry the third prolonged its continnance
to fixteen days. Its jurifdifion extended
feven miles round, and comprehended
even Southampton, then a capital trad
town : and all merchants who fold wares
within that circait, forfeited them to the
bithop. O#fficers were placed at a confider-
able diftance, at hrit'.f_;l:s and other avenoes
of accefs to the fair, to exaét toll of all
merchandife paffing that way. In the mean
time, all thops in the city of Winchefter
were fhut. In the fair was a court called
the pavilion, at which the hifhop’s j

ciaries and other officers afiiffed, with p

to try canfes of varions {o
round : noramong
any lord of

from the pavilien 1
bithop was empoiwered to take toll of every
load or parcel of goods palling thros
gates of the city. On Saint Gi
the mayor, bailiffs, and citizens of the city
of \‘i’iiicltuji;r. delivered the keys of the

four
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Than drave I me am 1ong-drapers my donet ' to lerne
To drawe the lyfer along, 1r,L longer it femed
Among the rich rayes, foc

OLu wuthor, who proba ibly could not get preferment, thus
I I

inveighs wam[% the luxury and dlulﬁuua of the prelates of
his ;15

o

in fome of the
{ Nundimas.
i i

f to yertues of this Ma rgqruf', but ther-
*in al my Jemr can I ]L-m. ** UIn the fta-
Vi et about
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quam ad
uno anno

“r-i.‘.LUII.JJﬂ Archiv. Wolvef,
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books
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And now is religion a rider, a romer by the ftreete,

A leader of lmedaycs and

a loude

B

beggar,

A pricker on a palfrey from maner to maner,

An heape of houndes at his arfe as he a lord were ".

And yf but his knave knele, that fhall hys cope bryng,
He loured on hym, and afked who taught hym curtefye®.

There is great picturefque humour in the following lines.

HuxceR in heft tho hent waftour by the maw,
And wrong him fo by the wombe that both his eies watered :

! Levadies. Ladies. = Lewd.
" Walter de Suffield, bfhcup of Nor-

w LL]l, bequeathes by \. 115 [\“LL:{ rJf hounds

tothe king, Blomefield's Norf,
S See _Lr'.\ Monke, | .
165. This was a common topic of fatire,

It occurs again, fol. xxvii. a. See Chau-
cer’s TEsSTAMERT oF LoVE, p. 492. col.
1. Urr. The archdeacon of Richmond, on
his vifitation, comes to the priory of Brid-
lington in Yorkfhire, in 1216, with ninety-
feven horfes, twenty-one rlcrgs. and thres
hawks, Dugd Mon. 1. 65

° Fol. L. a. The foll murlg p*cfhftlm,
although a }"-l'('ll!'ll]JL conc lufion, concernin
a king, who after a time would fuppm?
the religious houfes, is remarkable. 1ima-
gined it was foifted into the copies, in
the reign of Llr‘f!lcnw the cighth. But
1t 15 1n manuferipts of ']'-; poem older than
the year 1400. fol. 1. a. b.
And THER SHALL COME A KING; and

confefle your religions,
And bete you as the hible telleth, for brek-
ing of your ritle =

And amende moniales, monkes and chan-

ien friers in her freytor fhall fynd a

Of" Conftantynes coffers, in which is the

That s godchyldren had it dif-

And than fhall the abot of Abingdon, and
all his iflue for ever,

Have @ knocki of a xingG, and 18-
CURABLE THE WOUND

Again, fol. lxxxv. a. Where he alludes to

the i;n'[ghls-mmplc.'z', J;zlc[}' fupp:uﬁ'cfi,

Men of holie kirke

Shall turne 85 templars did, the tyue ap-
Precostn weve.

This, T fuppofe, was a favourite doftrine
in Wicklifte’s difcourfes. Icannot help tak-
ing notice of a pa rhgc- in Piers Ptm».-nm,
which fhews how the reigning pafiion for
chivalry infefted the ideas and ﬂ]':'LIT'ﬂT"
of the writers of lhls !'lq,uod_ The poet is
deferibing the erucifi<ion, and fpes tking of
the perfon who pierced our Saviour's fide
This perfon our author calls &
lhﬂ.L he came forth, ** .-.-.-.-'.'-f:l
& .r.lu"Ju Wed auith .l'r.l‘-'
| iur L[ﬂm-v fo h'll'( an aét as Ih'ln.
iy, heis proncunced
d our ¢ Cham-
b s ordered
fol, lxwovii, b.
s name is I.c)npm and he is
< his fight from the blood
s from our Saviour’s fide.

'LLL'I.I.

nde Ln.’lgh( men \c.-].n]
in Chaucer, Lam, Mar. Ma T rjf.
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He buffeted the breton about the chekes
That he loked Iyke a lanterne al his life after?

And in the following, where the Vices are reprefented as
. converted and coming to confeflion, among which is the
figure of Envy.

Of a freres froke were the fore {leves,
nd as a leke that hath lied long in the funne
So looked he with leane chekes, lowering foule ¢,

It would be tedious to tranferibe other ftrokes of humour
with which this poem abounds. Before one of the Vifions
the poet falls afleep while he is biddir g his beads. In another
he defcribes - Antichrift, whofe banner is boine by Pride,
as welcomed into a monaftery with ringing of bells, and a
folemn congratulatory proceffion of all the monks march-
ing out to meet and receive him ",

Thefe images of mercy and tmith are in a different ftrain,

Out of the weft coft, a wenche as me thought,
Come walking in the way, to hevnward fhe loked
Mercy hight that mayde, a meke thyng withall,
A full benigne byrde, and buxome of {peech ;
Hyr fyfter, as yt feemed, came worthily walking,
Even out of thefte, and weftward fhe loked,

A ful comely creature, Truth fhe hyght,

For the vertue that her folowed afered was fhe never,
When thefe maydens mette, I lercy and Truth,

Eyther afked other of this gret marvel,

Cf the din and of the darknes, &c *

B fol, xxiii. b, 9 fol. xlii, =, T fol, cxii. 3. * fol. Looeviii. b,

Oo 2 The
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The imagery of Nature, or Kinpe, fending forth his
difeafes from the plancts, at the command of CoNSCIENCE,
and of his attendants Ace and DEATH, is conceived with

fublimity.

Kynoe Conscience then heard, and came out of the planetts,
And {ent forth his forriours Fevers, and Fluaxes,
Coughes, and Cardiacles, Crampes, and Toth-aches,
Reumes, and Radgondes, and raynous Scalles,
Byles, and Botches, and burnynge Agucs,

Frenefes and foule Evill, foragers of KynpE!

Ther was ¢ Harowe ! and Helpe ! here cometh Ky DE !
« With Death that is dreadfull, to undo us all!”
The lord that lyveth after luft tho aloud cried.——-
HAge the baore, be was in the vaw-ward,

And bare the banner before Death : by ryght be it claimed.
KynpE came after, with many kene fores,

As Pockes and Peftilences, and much people fhent.
So Kyxpe through corruptions, kylled full many:
DeaTh came dryvyng after, and all to duft pafhed
Kyngs and Kaylers, knightes and popes.

M-:ny a lovely lady, and lemman of knightes,
swoned and fwelted for forowe of DE ATH's dyntes.
Consciexce, of his curtefye, to Kynpe he befoght
To ceafe and fufire, and fe where they wolde

Leave Pride prively, and be perfite chriften,

And Kyxpre ceafed tho, to fee the people amende .

Thefe lines at leaft put us in mind of Milton's Lazar-
houle ",
..... Immiediately a place
Before his eyes appeared, fad, noifome, dark :
A lazar-houfe it feem’d, wherein were laid
Numbers of all difeas’d: all maladies

tfol, Cilil. o u Par, L..iL 475,
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Of gaftly fpafm, or racking torture, qualms
Of heart-fick agony, all feverous kinds,
Convulfions, epilepfies, fierce catarrhs,
Inteftine ftone, and ulcer, cholic pangs,
Demoniac phrenzy, moping melancholy,

And moon-ftruck madnefs, pining atrophy,
Marafmus, and wide-wafting Peftilence :
Dropfies and afthma, and joint-racking rheum.
Dire was the Toffing ! Deep the groans | DespaIr
Tended the fick, bufy from couch to couch ;
And over them triumphant DeaTr his dart
Shook, but delay'd to ftrike, &c.

At length ForTune or Pripe fends forth a numerous armyy
led by LusT, to attack Conscience.

And gadered a greate hofte, all agayne Conscrexce :

This Lecuery led on, with a laughyng chere,

And with a privye {peeche, and paynted wordes,

And armed him in idlenefs and in high bearyng,

He bare a bowe in his hand, and many bloudy arrowes,
Were fethered with faire beheft, and many a falfe truth .

Afterwards ConsciENcE is befieged by Antichrift, and feven
great giants, who are the feven capital or deadly fins: and
the affault is made by Srots, who conduéts an army of more
than a thoufand prelates.

It is not improbable, that Longland here had his eye on
the old French Roman p’ ANTecHRIST, 2 poem written by
Huon de Meri, about the year 1228, The author of this
piece fuppofes that Antichrift is on earth, that he vifits
every profeflion and order of life, and finds numerous par-
tifans. The Vices arrange themfelves under the banner of
ANTECHRIST, and the VirtTues under that of CHRIsT.

¥ Ihid.
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Thefe two armies at length come to an engagement, and the
battle ends to the honour of the Virtues, and the total
defeat of the Vices. The BaNNER or AnTicHRIST has
before occurred in our quotations from Longland. The
title of Huon de Meri’s poem . deferves notice. It is Tugr-
NOYEMENT DE L' ANTEcHRisT. Thefe are the concluding
lines.

Par fon droit nom a peau cet livre
ui trefbien s’ avorde a 1’ efcrit
Le Tournotement de I _/.E'Hs‘z’c‘).’v'.i.-'?.

The author appears to have been a monk of St. Germain
des Pres, near Paris. This allegory is much like that which
we find in the old dramatic MoraLiTies. The theology of
the middle ages abounded with conjectures and controverfies
concerning Antichrift, who at a very early period was com-
monly believed to be the Roman pontiff *

= Gae this topic difcafled with fingular penetration and perfpicuity, by doftor Hurd,
in TwELVE SERMONS INTRODUCTORY TO THE STUDY OF THE PrRorazciis.
Lond. 1772, p. zo6. {eq.
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